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Addressing a press conference with two other Fidesz MEPs ahead of a debate in the European Parliament on the Article 

7 procedure against Hungary, Deutsch said the debate marked “the next phase” in the Hungarian opposition’s political 

activities directed against their own country. Hungary, he said, had no bigger rule-of-law problems than any other EU 

member state. Deutsch complained that Hungarian opposition MEPs were focusing their political activities on “doing as 

much harm as possible to their own country”. “The Hungarian government … has asked the European Council to put an 

end to this procedure which was launched illegitimately and built on lies,” he said.

Enikő Győri said that the European Parliament had adopted a resolution against Hungary in “a dubious legal procedure” 

in the autumn of 2018. She expressed concern over the text which she said sought to give the EP powers that EU treaties 

had originally not assigned to the body.

Balázs Hidvéghi called the Article 7 procedure launched against Hungary and Poland a “cynical and outrageous move” 

by the Socialists.

Democratic norms function well in Hungary and “there’s no problem with the rule of 
law”, Fidesz MEP Tamás Deutsch said.

FIDESZ: ‘NO PROBLEM’ WITH HUNGARY RULE OF LAW

PM Orbán meets V4 counterparts, 
Austrian chancellor in Prague

ChristDem MPs on nature protection

Govt official opens China Eastern/
Shanghai Airlines flights to Xi’an, 
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Dance class for young mothers in Nyíregyháza (E)
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NOVÁK REJECTS WEBER 
‘LECTURING  
ON DEMOCRACY’

Responding to Manfred Weber’s 

reaction to Viktor Orbán’s recent 

remarks on the Fidesz party’s EPP 

membership, the ruling party’s deputy 

leader said “censuring someone just 

for having an opinion” was “not done” 

in Hungary. European People’s Party 

group leader Weber said on Tuesday 

that members of the party family were 

expected to endorse its values. At a 

press conference last Thursday, the 

prime minister called for a change 

within the EPP. “The EPP is shrinking 

and losing influence, positions and 

seats because it is heading in the 

wrong direction; a liberal, Socialist, 

centrist direction,” Orbán said. Katalin 

Novák, the Fidesz official who is also 

state secretary for family and youth 

affairs, said: “We don’t need lessons 

in democracy from Manfred Weber.” 

“Censuring someone just for having 

an opinion is just not done in Hungary.”

SZIJJÁRTÓ: INDIAN FIRMS 
TO CREATE 1,000 JOBS  
IN HUNGARY

The Hungarian government will soon 

announce the creation of 1,000 jobs 

by Indian companies involved in 

advanced technologies, the foreign 

minister said after talks in Mumbai. 

Péter Szijjártó told MTI by phone that 

he had held talks with representatives 

of automotive, electronics and 

energy companies, including Tata 

Sons and the Mahindra and Hinduja 

groups, based in and around the city. 

Agreements were reached on these 

companies making investments 

that exploit Hungary’s geostrategic 

importance, its well-trained workforce 

and incentives such as Europe’s lowest 

corporate tax rate, he said. The new 

jobs will be distributed across Hungary, 

primarily in the automotive industry, 

in service centres and the renewable 

energy sector, Szijjártó said. Around 40 

large-scale Indian companies operate 

in Hungary, employing over 10,000 

people, Szijjártó noted. He also held 

talks in Mumbai with Bhagat Singh 

Koshyari, the governor of the state of 

Maharashtra.

BIRD FLU VIRUS DETECTED 
AT 2ND FARM IN HUNGARY

National food safety authority Nébih 

said it has detected the H5N8 bird flu 

virus at second farm in Hungary, at 

Létavértes, in eastern Hungary. The 

authority has ordered the entire stock 

of 115,000 ducks to be destroyed, and 

it has designated a 3km protection 

zone and an additional 10km 

surveillance zone around the site. 

Nébih said it is likely the ducks had 

been infected by wild birds from a 

nearby lake. The authority has ordered 

poultry farmers to keep their birds 

in covered enclosures. Nébih made 

the announcement of the discovery 

of the H5N8 virus on Monday after 

detecting the same strain at a turkey 

farm in Ács, in northern Hungary. 

There 53,500 birds were destroyed. The 

authority also said the H5N8 strain had 

not spread to humans in Europe and 

poultry products were safe to eat.

PÁRBESZÉD: BUDGET 
ASSUMPTION OF 2.8% 
INFLATION ‘UNTENABLE’

The government’s budget, based on 

an assumed inflation rate of 2.8%, is 

untenable, a Socialist lawmaker of 

the opposition Párbeszéd party’s 

parliamentary group said. Speaking at a 

press conference, Sándor Burány noted 

that the National Bank of Hungary 

forecasts an inflation rate of 3.8% for 

2020. Last December, inflation reached 

4%, a seven-year high, he added. Burány 

warned that the immediate cost of 

living has grown by an even larger 

margin. The price of the basic food 

basket has grown by 5% on average. 

The price of pork has grown by nearly 

24%, sugar by 10%, and seasonal fruits 

and vegetables by 9%, he said. 

Meanwhile, the minimum pension 

and certain family allowances have 

not been raised for ten years, he said. 

Burány insisted that the government 

“underestimates” inflation deliberately 

as a way of keeping a lid on transfers 

to pensioners.

PM ADVISOR: GOVT 
EXPECTS EU DEBATES ON 
MIGRATION TO CONTINUE

The Hungarian government expects 

the debates within the European 

Union on the issues of migration 
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and the rule of law to continue, the 

prime minister’s chief domestic 

security advisor said. Hungary will 

do everything it can to make sure the 

EU breaks with the flawed policy it 

has pursued on migration and trusts 

that the new European Commission 

will set a new course on the issue, 

György Bakondi told public news 

channel M1. Meanwhile, he said that 

some 1,900 people have attempted 

to enter Hungary illegally so far this 

year, the highest-ever number of illegal 

border crossing attempts recorded for 

January. The government expects that 

trend to continue, Bakondi added.

CONSTRUCTION SECTOR 
OUTPUT CLIMBS 6.8% IN 
NOVEMBER

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector climbed 6.8% year on year in 

November, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. Headline growth slowed 

after rising in the double digits nearly 

every month for more than a year and 

a half. Output of the buildings segment 

grew by 8%, lifted by construction 

of residential, cultural and industrial 

structures, KSH said. Civil engineering 

output rose by 5.7%, supported by 

road and railway developments.

GUEST NIGHTS UP 4.8%  
IN NOVEMBER

The number of guest nights spent 

in commercial lodgings in Hungary 

rose by 4.8% year on year to 2,083,000 

in November, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. Guest nights spent 

by foreign visitors climbed 8.7% to 

1,088,000, while nights spent by 

Hungarian travellers were up 0.8% at 

995,000. Seasonally and calendar year-

adjusted data show guest nights spent 

by foreigners rose by 6.4%, while guest 

nights spent by domestic travellers 

dropped by 1.1%, KSH said. There was 

a four-day weekend for the All Saints’ 

Day holiday in Hungary in the base 

period, but only a three-day weekend 

in 2019.

MEDICAL CHAMBER AIMS 
TO RAISE DOCTORS’ PAY 
TO 70% OF SALARIES IN 
AUSTRIAN HEALTH CARE 

The Hungarian doctors’ chamber 

(MOK) has worked out a proposal 

aimed at increasing the salaries of 

doctors to reach 70% of the salaries 

in Austria’s health sector, the deputy 

head of the chamber told a press 

conference. Péter Álmos said the 

chamber’s proposal could reduce the 

number of Hungarian doctors seeking 

jobs abroad, those already working 

in other countries would return 

and the current practice of patients 

giving health care staff “tips” could be 

eliminated.

MOK head Gyula Kincses said that 

the chamber has already started talks 

with the human resources ministry 

concerning a reform of the entire 

system of health financing. He insisted 

that next year’s state budget should 

include doctors’ salaries that are “visible 

without a magnifying glass”. Under the 

chamber’s proposal, a career-starter 

doctor should receive a gross monthly 

688,000 forints (EUR 2,100), while a 

young specialist could earn 1.15 million 

forints, and a specialist with 37 years of 

practice over 2 million forints.

HUNGARY OIL RESERVES 
REPLENISHED

Hungarian oil and gas company MOL 

has refilled the Hungarian oil reserves 

which were used when contaminated 

oil was delivered through the Druzhba 

pipeline last April, the daily Népszava 

cited the company as saying. A number 

of refineries in Europe suspended oil 

imports via the Druzhba pipeline on 

April 19 after it was found to contain 

high levels of organic chloride, a 

material used to boost oil output 

which must be separated before 

shipment as it can destroy refining 

equipment. MOL then used 246,000 

tonnes of oil from the national reserves 

as well as resources delivered from the 

Adriatic region. After the refill, Hungary 

is again storing 589,000 tonnes of 

crude oil, 515,000 tonnes of diesel and 

269,000 tonnes of petrol, the country’s 

95-day supply, the paper said.

PALACE OF ARTS TO 
CELEBRATE 15TH 
ANNIVERSARY IN 2020 
WITH STAR-STUDDED 
SEASON

Budapest’s Palace of Arts is celebrating 

its 15th anniversary in 2020 with an 

array of acclaimed performers and 
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programmes, director Csaba Káel said. 

Jazz legend Chick Chorea will perform 

a new piece written for the occasion 

and honouring of the work of Béla 

Bartók, on March 24. 

Other acclaimed performers in the 

first half of 2020 include Ute Lemper, 

performing an evening in homage 

of Marlene Dietrich, the Dresden 

Staatskapelle under the baton of 

Christian Thielemann, and the Berlin 

Philharmonic conducted by Kirill 

Petrenko.

Czech coloratura soprano Zuzana 

Markova will star in Bellini’s La 

Somnabula, directed by Csaba 

Némedi, Káel said. Jazz Showcase, an 

event showcasing new talents in jazz, 

will be accompanied with programmes 

for professionals, he said.  Müpa is one 

of the main organisers of the 40th 

Budapest Spring Festival, opening 

on April 3rd and featuring artists 

such as Ton Koopman conducting 

the Amsterdam Baroque Orchestra, 

soprano Kristīne Opolais, the Győr 

Ballet and violinist Félix Lajkó as well 

as American tenor Lawrence Brownlee.

POLICE CONCLUDES 
PROBE INTO DUTCH DRUG 
SUSPECTS AT SZIGET 
FESTIVAL

Police have concluded an 

investigation into two Dutch citizens 

who were arrested for selling drugs 

at Sziget Festival in Budapest last 

summer, the head of the criminal 

department of the Budapest police 

headquarters said. Police have raised 

charges against two aged 21 and 22 

for dealing a significant volume of 

drugs. Security staff reported that 

the two were handing out drugs in 

exchange for cash on the first day 

of the festival on August 6, Gábor 

Obbágy told a press conference. One 

of the Dutch citizens later told a court 

hearing that they were a member of 

the Dutch national athletics team. 

Head of the investigation department 

Péter Sipos said that a total of 20,000 

drug portions with a street value 

estimated at 100 million forints (EUR 

300,000) were found in their car 

located with the help of foreign police 

working at the festival. 

BUDAPEST AIRPORT 
INAUGURATES PIER FOR 
LOW-FARE PASSENGERS

Liszt Ferenc International operator 

Budapest Airport inaugurated a pier 

to serve low-fare airline passengers 

that will gradually be expanded 

in an 8.5 billion forint (EUR 25.5m) 

investment. The 5,500sqm, climate-

controlled structure has a concession 

area, three large washrooms and a 

smoking area. Gergely Gulyás, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

said the new pier was the outcome 

of a row with the airport operator 

over facilities for low-fare passengers 

that had been “an affront to human 

dignity”. Government officials as well 

as passengers had earlier complained 

of a “shantytown” of shipping 

containers that gave foreign visitors 

first impressions unworthy of the 

capital. The temporary structures 

earlier used for low-fare passengers’ 

boarding and disembarking are now 

being dismantled to create space for 

an expansion of the new passenger 

pier to an area of 11,500sqm.

RECORD HUNGARIAN 
LOTTERY WINNER 
SUBMITS CLAIM

The lucky winner of Hungary’s 

all-time-record lottery prize of 30 

million euros has submitted their 

claim, state gambling company 

Szerencsejáték said. The prize was 

won in a Eurojackpot game on Nov. 

22 last year, the statement said. 

Winners have 90 days to show up to 

collect their prize, and this happened 

a few days ago. The winner has 

anonymously submitted personal 

information which shows they had 

been playing the lottery for several 

years and plan to continue despite 

their record takings.


