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Péter Szijjártó noted that Macau is a leading player in terms of GDP per capita generated from high revenues in the tourism 

and casino sectors. The minister said that when it comes to diplomacy, Macau’s leadership -- like Hong Kong’s -- appreciates 

Hungary’s policy of not interfering in its internal affairs or its relations with China. Macau depends entirely on agricultural 

imports, Szijjártó said, adding that Hungary has vast opportunities to tap demand for beef, pork and poultry exports 

in the region. As the world’s most densely populated region, Macau is interested in high-quality services such as water 

management and sewage treatment technologies that Hungary has great experience in.

Noting cultural cooperation, Szijjártó said Hungarian artists and ensembles have been invited to perform in international 

cultural festivals and events in Macau, and Hungary and Macau have concluded a bilateral agreement on granting scholarships 

to each other’s universities. Szijjártó is the first Hungarian foreign minister to pay a formal visit to the special administrative 

region of China.

Hungarian premium quality products and services are in a good position to enter 
the market in Macau, the Hungarian foreign minister said after meeting Ho Iat Seng, 
the chief executive of Macau.
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Icicles near Lillafüred in northeast Hungary
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ÁDEr HOSTS rECEPTIOn 
FOr DIPLOMaTIC COrPS 

Hungarians believe Europe’s best 

tradition is that every country can 

contribute its past experiences and 

future goals to shaping the continent’s 

future while recognising European 

values, President János Áder said at 

a reception for the diplomatic corps. 

Assessing the past thirty years, Áder 

said that 1990 marked the end of an era 

in which Hungarians were not citizens 

but subjects of the occupying forces 

and they were obliged to express 

love for their oppressors. Since then, 

Hungary has come a long way, having 

joined NATO and the European Union, 

Áder said at the reception held in 

Budapest’s Palace of Arts on Monday 

evening. Hungary has been dutifully 

fulfilling its tasks in NATO ever since, 

with “our soldiers participating in 

creating and maintaining peace all over 

the world”, he added. With Hungary’s 

EU accession, “Europe has become 

richer with a passionate nation that 

stands up for its interests but is open 

to all constructive solutions,” Áder said.

nOVÁK: EPP SHOuLD 
STrEnGTHEn DEDICaTIOn 
TO CEnTrE-rIGHT 
POLITICS

The European People’s Party should 

strengthen its dedication to centre-

right politics, the deputy leader of 

ruling Fidesz said on Monday after 

meeting senior German politicians in 

Berlin. Katalin Novák, who is also the 

state secretary for family and youth 

affairs at the human resources ministry, 

told public media that whereas “many 

people try to give the impression that 

Fidesz could be simply expelled” from 

the EPP and the party was idly waiting 

for a decision, “this is actually not the 

case at all”. Fidesz is actively pursuing a 

form of cooperation which would “be 

the best possible way for Hungarians 

and also Europeans”. “We hope the 

EPP will be capable of protecting 

and representing classic centre-right 

politics and Christian values in the 

future” and “it will not shift further 

left,” she added. “We are very much 

counting on our German allies because 

a sober voice and a centre-right 

political force are much needed also 

in Germany,” Novák said.

WEBEr: EPP nOT 
CHanGInG COurSE

The European People’s Party (EPP) will 

not change course and has made clear 

that those wishing to belong to the 

party family are expected to endorse its 

values, Manfred Weber, the EPP’s group 

leader in the European Parliament, 

said, in reaction to Hungarian Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s remarks on his 

Fidesz party’s membership. Speaking 

at a press conference last Thursday, 

Orbán said Fidesz was not interested 

in the EPP in its current form, and a 

change was needed within the party 

family. “The EPP is shrinking and losing 

influence, positions and seats because 

it is heading in the wrong direction, 

a liberal, Socialist, centrist direction,” 

Orbán said.

Weber said the Fidesz MEPs sitting 

in the EPP are “reliable” and contribute 

to the work of the grouping. Regarding 

Orbán’s call for change, he said the 

EPP will not change its direction but 

will “watch the developments of the 

coming days carefully to see if there are 

any positive changes”. Noting the EPP’s 

40% support in last year’s European 

parliamentary elections, Weber said the 

EPP did not require “lecturing in politics 

or the elections”. “Our guidelines and 

values are clear,” he said.

COurT aDVISEr: LaW 
rEQuIrInG nGOS TO 
DISCLOSE FOrEIGn 
FunDInG InCOMPaTIBLE 
WITH Eu LaW

Hungary’s law on the financing of civil 

organisations from abroad infringes 

on the principle of free movement 

of capital and violates a number of 

fundamental rights of the European 

Union’s basic charter, a legal adviser 

to the EU’s top court said. Advocate 

General Campos Sánchez-Bordona 

said the restrictions on NGOs are 

incompatible with EU law.

The law on the transparency of 

NGOs that receive funding from 

abroad was passed in 2017. The 

European Commission has since 

launched an infringement procedure 

against Hungary at the EU court. The 

European Union’s Court of Justice 

advocate general said in a non-

binding opinion that the law that 
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requires NGOs to release data if they 

receive funding from abroad infringes 

on respect for private life, protection 

of personal data, and freedom of 

association enshrined in the EU charter 

of fundamental rights.

The ruling Fidesz party said in 

reaction that it remains committed 

to the law on the transparency of 

organisations backed by US financier 

George Soros. In a statement, 

Fidesz argued that the law “serves 

Hungary’s security and increases the 

transparency of pro-migration Soros 

organisations funded from abroad”. 

The party said it was “not by chance 

that several pro-migration Soros 

organisations attacked the law once 

it was passed” and indicated that “they 

would not comply with it”. Fidesz said 

the law enjoyed vast public support, 

noting that it had been backed by 

99% of the respondents of a “National 

Consultation” survey sent out at the 

time. Hungary’s ruling parties remain 

committed to the law, Fidesz said, 

arguing that “the Soros network 

moves billions to force the Soros Plan 

onto Europe and turn Hungary into a 

country of immigrants as well.” The 

party said the activities of the “Soros 

network” also raised security concerns, 

arguing that it was also attempting to 

meddle in Hungary’s elections.

PÁrBESZÉD CaLLS FOr 
COnSuLTaTIOn On 
HOuSInG 

The opposition Párbeszéd party is 

calling on the government to launch 

extensive consultations on housing 

policy. Party lawmaker Olivio Kocsis-

Cake noted that central bank governor 

György Matolcsy had proposed 

setting up an organisation to create 

a sustainable housing market. In the 

article published on financial news 

website novekedes.hu, Matolcsy 

had called for a new housing policy 

strategy based on public consensus.

Property prices in Hungary have 

grown by 104% since 2014 and by 

184% in Budapest, Kocsis-Cake noted. 

Párbeszéd is proposing establishing 

a parliamentary committee to draft 

a housing policy concept spanning 

several terms, he said, underlining 

Párbeszéd’s standpoint that the 

right to accommodation should be 

incorporated into the fundamental law.

aPPELLaTE COurT 
SEnTEnCES HuMan 
SMuGGLErS TO PrISOn

The Pécs Appeals Court sentenced 

four Hungarian men to prison for 

smuggling illegal migrants across 

the country from the southern to the 

north-western border and occasionally 

to western European countries. 

The eight men were charged with 

smuggling “an undetermined number 

of migrants from third countries” for 

a fee of 150 to 500 euros per person, 

on the assignment of an Afghan 

national, in the second half of 2017. 

Four of the men were sentenced to 3 

to 5 years in prison and a fifth received 

a suspended prison sentence, in an 

expedited procedure. For the other 

three defendants, two of whom 

were absent from court, the trial will 

continue.

DK BLaMES GOVT FOr 
InCrEaSInG InCOME GaP 

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has blamed the government for 

a widening gap between Hungary’s 

poor and rich. Gergely Arató, deputy 

parliamentary leader of the party, 

said the income gap was growing 

fastest in Hungary among European 

Union members, according to Eurostat 

figures. “Some 1.2 million Hungarians 

have no chance of leaving poverty 

behind,” he insisted, and went on to 

say that Hungary’s tax and income 

regulations, family support and other 

central systems “all benefit the rich”. 

Arató was asked about a recent 

court ruling condemning a school 

in Gyöngyöspata, in north-eastern 

Hungary for segregating Roma children, 

and he said that “in any state governed 

by the rule of law court decisions must 

be enforced”. Arató slammed Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán for his “hatred-

inciting” remarks criticising the ruling, 

as well as his “racist-sounding phrases 

that can be easily misunderstood”. Arató 

insisted that tension in Gyöngyöspata 

was not a new phenomenon; it rooted 

in “segregating Roma children with the 

knowledge of and support from the 

Hungarian state”. He added that Roma 

children had been given worse tuition 

than the non-Roma. “The government 

ought to refrain from increasing tension 

and find a solution,” he said.
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HunGary InDuSTrIaL 
OuTPuT uP 3.6% yr/yr - 
2nD rEaDInG

Industrial output in Hungary rose 

by an annual 3.6% in November, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said, confirming the preliminary 

estimate. In a month-on-month 

comparison, industrial output fell 

by 1%, according to seasonally and 

working day-adjusted figures. Output 

of the automotive sector grew by an 

annual 4% in November, down from 

9.6% in October, according to the 

second reading of the data. Computer, 

electronics and optical equipment saw 

a gain of 8.8% in November, while food, 

drink and tobacco products grew by 

4.5%. The sector generates around 11% 

of manufacturing output.

Domestic sales of the industrial 

sector increased 1.7% year-on-year, 

as manufacturing sector rose 2.6%. 

Industrial exports rose 1.9% year on 

year as exports of the automotive 

sector edged down 0.3% and exports 

of the computer, electronics and 

optical equipment sector climbed 

12.0%. Order stock in parts of the 

manufacturing sector which KSH 

tracks was 9.5% down at the end 

of November from twelve months 

earlier. New order volume was 5.4% 

higher, as new domestic orders were 

up 1.4% and new export orders rose 

by 6.0%. For the period January-

November, industrial output rose 

6.0% year-on-year. Export sales, which 

account for nearly two-thirds of all 

sales, were up 6.9%, while domestic 

sales rose by 5.7%.

HunGary CPI uP 3.4%  
In 2019

Hungary’s consumer price index 

increased by 3.4% in 2019, while in 

the month of December it rose by 4%, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Month on month, CPI rose by 0.3% in 

December last year. KSH statistician 

Péter Quittner said in a statement that 

the price of spirits, tobacco, fuel and 

food increased significantly over the 

past 12 months. Seasonally adjusted 

core inflation was 3.8% last year. In 

December, core inflation was 3.9%.

SOCIaLIST LEaDEr MOVES 
TO EXPEL LOCaL COunCIL 
rEPrESEnTaTIVE

The leader of the Socialist Party has 

moved to expel from the party a local 

council representative who has joined 

the ranks of the ruling Fidesz party. 

Bertalan Tóth said on Facebook that 

the Socialists have a policy of zero 

tolerance of cooperation with Fidesz 

at all levels. The case concerns Tamás 

Szentmiklósi-Tóth, the representative 

of Törökbálint, a town near Budapest. 

Tóth said that Szentmiklósi-Tóth’s 

actions in the local council were 

against the policies and goals of the 

Socialist Party, and he had wreaked 

great harm to the forces opposing 

Fidesz.

HOSPITaL STayS In 
HunGary LOnGEST In Eu

Hospital stays in Hungary average 

nearly ten days, longer than in any 

other European Union member 

state, data compiled by Eurostat 

show. In-patients in Hungary spent 

9.8 days in hospital, on average, the 

data from 2017 show. The average 

hospital stay in the Czech Republic 

was 9.6 days, the second-longest in 

the EU, while hospital stays averaged 

7.1 days in Poland and 7.4 days in 

Slovakia. Hospital stays in the EU 

were the shortest in the Netherlands, 

where in-patients spent 4.5 days on 

average.


