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Szijjártó welcomed that the two governments have similar positions in many areas regarding the future of Europe.

Both Hungary and Latvia are committed to supporting the enlargement of the European Union and see it as a mistake 

that the EU has failed to make the decisions necessary for the integration of Western Balkan states, he said. In the debate 

regarding the EU’s budget for the 2021-2027 financial cycle, both countries argue for keeping the significance of cohesion 

funds and reject “subjective requirements” in the distribution of EU funds, Szijjártó said. Hungary and Latvia reject the 

mandatory quotas for resettling migrants and the UN’s global migration package, he noted.

In economic cooperation, Hungary’s Eximbank has opened a credit line of 360 million euros to bolster cooperation between 

Hungarian and Latvian companies. Hungary supports Latvia’s bid as a temporary member of the United Nations’ Security 

Council in 2026-2027.

Szijjártó also met Economy Minister Ralfs Nemiro and Zbignevs Stankevičs, the metropolitan archbishop of Riga.

Hungary sees bilateral cooperation in defence, political and economic issues with 
Latvia as mutually fruitful, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told a press conference after 
talks with his Latvian counterpart, Edgars Rinkēvičs.
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Govt official’s presser on major 2020 
sporting events in Hungary
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Renovation of attractions of the Debrecen theme park
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OFFICIaL: SuCCESSFuL 
HunGary-BaVarIa 
COOPEraTIOn IMPrOVES 
EurOPE’S POSITIOn

If Hungarians and Bavarians can 

work together successfully pursuing 

politics based on Christian values, 

this cooperation can improve the 

position of the whole of Europe, the 

parliamentary and strategic state 

secretary of the Prime Minister’s Office 

said. Bavarian-Hungarian relations 

have a long history going back to the 

times before the foundation of the 

Hungarian state, Balázs Orbán said 

at an event organised by the Hanns-

Seidel Foundation.

King Saint Stephen and his wife 

Gisela from Bavaria “worked together” 

to make Hungary a Christian state 

and it was thanks to their efforts that 

stability returned to the central areas 

of Europe at the time, he added.

Orbán expressed thanks to the Hanns-

Seidel Foundation for supporting a 

Christian Roma college network and for 

their contribution to border protection 

and European and Hungarian security 

under the arrangements of interior 

affairs cooperation.

The Bavarian Minister for 

Construction and Transport Hans 

Reichhart told the event that Hungary 

had strong ties with Bavaria, having 

developed in the field of economy 

and also among people over the 

centuries. As a result, it is important 

to nurture the friendship between the 

two nations also in 2020, he said.

GOVT OFFICIaL: HunGary 
SuPPOrT OF SMES 
OuTSTanDInG In InTL 
COMParISOn

The Hungarian government supports 

SMEs through tax cuts and from 

budgetary and European Union 

resources, and tax discounts for small 

and medium entrepreneurships 

grow every year which is outstanding 

in international comparison, a 

government official said. The tax 

system also offers specific tax types, 

tax cuts and eases the administrative 

burden on SMEs, Norbert Izer, a state 

secretary of the finance ministry, told 

a press conference.

From January 2020, the Small 

Business Tax (KIVA) is cut to 12% 

from 13%, making it one of the most 

competitive rates in the European 

Union, Izer said. Nearly 50,000 

entrepreneurs pay KIVA, he said. The 

revenue limit for users of the Itemised 

Tax for Small Businesses (KATA) was 

raised to 12 million forints (EUR 36,100) 

annually from 6 million in January 2017, 

which resulted in the tripling of the 

number of users choosing this tax 

form to 377,000, Izer said. Hungary 

also introduced the lowest corporate 

tax rate in Europe, 9%, from 2017, he 

noted. Some 723,000 firms with annual 

revenue below 12 million forints are 

exempt from paying VAT, he said.

In the 2014-2020 funding period, 

the government ploughed 60% of EU 

funding into economic development, 

Izer said. Its development and 

innovation programme has supported 

some 19,000 SMEs with 974 billion 

forints, he said.

EC rEGISTErS MInOrITy 
SaFEPaCK InITIaTIVE 
SIGnaTurES

The European Commission said that it 

has registered the signatures collected 

in support of the Minority SafePack 

European Citizenship Initiative for 

Minorities in its online system.

The commission will now have six 

months to adopt an official position 

on the initiative which seeks European 

Union protection for indigenous 

national minorities in the bloc and to 

decide on the process of enshrining 

it into law. The initiative will also be 

debated in the European Parliament.

The EC will also initiate a meeting 

between commissioners in charge of 

minority issues, the initiative’s petitioners 

and representatives of the Federal Union 

of European Nationalities (FUEN).

The signature drive initiated by 

Romania’s ethnic Hungarian RMDSZ 

party and coordinated by FUEN was 

launched in April 2017. A total of 

1,128,385 signatures were certified 

across the 28 EU member states over 

the year-long campaign.

GOVT FunDInG TO SuPPOrT 
SMaLL COMPanIES, 
DISTrESSED anD FaCInG 
GEnEraTIOnaL SHIFT

Hungary’s government has called 

a tender for 1.5 billion forints (EUR 
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4.5m) in funding to help manage 

generational shift and improve 

competitiveness at small businesses, 

state secretary for utilisation of 

European Union funding Balázs 

Rákossy told MTI. He noted that the 

founders of businesses launched 

in Hungary in the 1990s, after the 

country’s transformation to a fully 

market-based economy, have reached 

retirement age, leaving the future 

of some companies in question. 

Companies that aren’t taken over by 

family members can be transferred to a 

third party, sold to a corporate peer or 

listed on the stock exchange, he said. 

The programme also seeks to help 

distressed companies recover with 

intervention, retaining employees, 

market, know-how and value, Rákossy 

said. Applications for the funding can 

be submitted through a consortium of 

IFKA Industry Development Nonprofit 

and the Budapest Institute of Banking.

HunGarIan EMBaSSy 
In CanBErra SuSPEnDS 
COnSuLar SErVICES DuE 
TO WILDFIrE CrISIS

The Hungarian embassy in Canberra 

has said it is suspending its consular 

services due to the extreme levels of 

air pollution caused by the bushfires 

raging across Australia. “We inform our 

consular clients that due to extreme 

unhealthy air pollution the consular 

section in Canberra is not open for 

clients at the moment,” the embassy 

said in a statement on its website. 

Consular clients in the meantime are 

advised to contact the consular offices 

in Sydney or in Melbourne on urgent 

matters. The Financial Times reported 

on Friday that the wildfires have forced 

the closure of several embassies in 

Canberra. Estonia has temporarily 

relocated its embassy to Sydney, while 

Ireland and Italy closed their embassies 

earlier in the week.

PaLESTInIan Man 
CHarGED WITH 
aTTEMPTED SEXuaL 
aSSauLT

A Budapest prosecutor has brought 

charges against a Palestinian man 

suspected of attempting to sexually 

assault multiple women in the capital 

in 2018, the Budapest chief prosecutor 

said. According to the charges, the 

32-year-old man followed a woman 

into the lobby of an apartment 

building in the third district in 

April 2018 and forced her onto the 

ground with the intention of sexually 

assaulting her, Tibor Ibolya said. In 

October of the same year, the suspect 

assaulted another woman in a stairwell 

in the 13th district but the victim 

managed to push him out the door. 

Both women sustained light injuries, 

Ibolya said, adding that the first victim 

could have been even more seriously 

hurt. Budapest’s 5th and 13th district 

prosecutor has charged the suspect 

with two counts of attempted sexual 

battery and one count of attempted 

aggravated assault and is seeking a 

prison sentence for the offences.

POOr aIr QuaLITy 
CauSED By DuST 
ParTICLES rEPOrTED 
FrOM SEVEraL CITIES

High concentration of dust particles 

causes poor air quality in several areas 

across Hungary, the national public health 

centre said. The air quality is “unhealthy” 

in Budapest, Kecskemét, Tököl and Vác in 

central and northern Hungary, the centre 

said. It can cause acute symptoms, such as 

coughing, irritation and heavy breathing 

primarily to children, the elderly and those 

who suffer from chronic diseases, they 

added. The centre has advised cyclists 

to wear masks and use less busy roads. 

Residents are requested to use public 

transport rather than cars and avoid using 

improper heating materials.

The centre added that air 

quality was also bad in several 

other towns around Hungary, 

including Dorog, Dunaújváros, 

Eger, Esztergom, Kazincbarcika, 

Miskolc, Nyíregyháza, Pécs, Putnok, 

Sajószentpéter, Százhalombatta, 

Szeged, Szentgotthárd, Szolnok 

and Várpalota. Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony declared an 

“information grade” smog alert 

early on Friday after the pollution 

level exceeded threshold values at 

three measuring points in the city 

over the past two days.


