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Orbán called it a “fantastic achievement” that the number of jobholders had exceeded 4.5 million “for the first time in thirty 

years”. Wages have been growing for 82 consecutive months, and their growth rate has been the fastest for low earners, he 

added. The Hungarian economy is constantly developing, and the government aims to reach 85% of the average European 

Union level of development by 2030, Orbán said. That figure was at 63% in 2010 and at 71% this year, he noted. 

Meanwhile, regarding EU investments, Orbán said it was a “generally accepted practice” that states folded into the state 

budget those investments the EU had objections to and there was no meaningful difference between European and 

domestic funds. The more developed a country is, the less funding it is entitled to from the EU, he noted, adding that 

Hungarian firms would have to repatriate more dividends from abroad in order to make up for the decline in EU funding.

Orbán said that Hungary’s payments into the EU in proportion to GDP were higher than some more prosperous members 

such as the Netherlands and Sweden.

The government will continue to reduce unemployment and hike wages because “there 
is no other way to eliminate poverty”, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told an international 
press conference.

ORBÁN PLEDGES MORE WAGE HIKES

Foreign Affairs Council of the 
European Union extraordinary 
meeting

Presser on water-polo European 
championships
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Mass production of new engine block to start at Szentgotthárd Opel factory
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ORBÁN: HUNGARY  
TO ADAPT TO CLIMATE 
CHANGE STEADILY

The government’s national energy 

and climate protection strategy 

aims to maintain the “common life 

of Hungarians” in the Carpathian 

Basin while adapting to climate 

change calmly and systematically, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told an 

international press conference. The 

plan is to gradually achieve 90% 

carbon-neutral electricity by 2030, with 

the Paks nuclear power plant providing 

the bulk of generation and solar most 

of the rest, he said. Hungary, he added, 

belonged to a group of countries that 

aimed for a climate-neutral economy 

by 2050, but this, he said, would cost 

50,000 billion forints (EUR 152bn) to 

achieve.  Among substantive measures 

to achieve such goals will be putting 

electric buses into circulation and 

eliminating all illegal landfill sites, 

while getting rid of plastic bottles from 

rivers, Orbán said. Hungary is one of 

21 countries that have managed major 

economic growth while reducing 

carbon dioxide emissions, he added.

Orbán said that amid the protracted 

debates in Europe, it was important 

to keep the costs of adapting to 

“climate change” topmost in mind. The 

household costs of energy and food 

should not rise, he said. Further, poorer 

countries should not be deprived of 

their funding, such as money from the 

EU’s cohesion fund, he said. Moreover, 

he said that it should be recognised 

that creating a climate-neutral 

economy without nuclear power 

would be “impossible”.

ORBÁN VOWS TO RUN  
FOR 5TH TERM

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said 

he is ready to run for a fifth term as 

prime minister, though no personnel 

decisions had been made by the 

ruling Fidesz party concerning the 

2022 elections. Commenting on 

recent remarks made about his 

age, he said youth in politics was 

less relevant than momentum and 

bravery. Looking at politics from this 

perspective, the youngest politicians 

in the world today, he added, were 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 

and US President Donald Trump.

Meanwhile, asked about the 

possibility of “a new Christian 

democratic initiative” in connection 

with the European People’s Party, he 

said Fidesz was not interested in EPP 

in its current form, and a change was 

needed within the party family. “The 

EPP is shrinking and losing influence, 

positions and seats because it is 

heading in the wrong direction, a 

liberal, Socialist, centrist direction,” 

Orbán said. The question is whether 

Fidesz has enough influence within 

the EPP to force through or initiate 

a change, he added. If the EPP is 

unable to change direction, then a 

new Christian democratic initiative 

would be needed in European 

politics. It would be necessary, he 

added, to create a counterweight to 

the rise of French President Macron’s 

“left-wing movement”.  

In response to another question, 

he said he agreed with those who 

noted that Fidesz had developed 

a more combative style in the past 

two years, but this, he added, had 

been part of a two-year election 

campaign. “The campaign is over and 

we must return to the earlier style of 

politics by, for instance, launching 

national consultations.” Orbán said 

the political campaign had been 

too long and people disliked long 

periods of confrontation. “I’m not 

happy with them either.” He said the 

government planned to hold at least 

two consultations in 2020.

In response to a question about 

personnel changes in the government, 

he said stability was a prime virtue 

and changes were not needed unless 

there was a very good reason for them. 

“But if corrections are needed, then 

they must be made.” Commenting 

on recent critical remarks by István 

Stumpf (a former constitutional court 

judge), Tibor Navracsics (a European 

commissioner) and János Lázár (a 

former head of the PM’s office), Orbán 

said he was biased towards all three 

as he considered them as friends. 

Orbán said he would always ask for 

and listen to Stumpf’s opinion and he 

counted on Navracsics’s work in the 

upcoming period. Lázár, he added, 

had a job to win back the town of 

Hódmezővásárhely.

Asked about the impact of the US-

Iran conflict on Hungary’s energy 

policy as well as its diplomacy as 
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part of the western alliance, the prime 

minister said the gap between the 

EU and the Israeli-American position 

on Iran should be narrowed. Orbán 

added that Hungary does not 

support the adoption of nuclear 

weapons by any country.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
SLAM ORBÁN FOR PRESSER 

Opposition parties on Thursday 

criticised Prime Minister Viktor Orbán in 

connection with an international press 

conference Orbán held in Budapest.

The Democratic Coalition (DK) 

slammed Orbán for “not bothering 

with real questions from the people 

and journalists”. DK spokesman Balázs 

Barkóczi said Orbán’s was “behaviour 

typical of mafia dons or dictators 

that are beyond reach”. Barkóczi said 

that at Thursday’s press conference, 

Orbán “pretends, after the example of 

[Russian President Vladimir] Putin, to 

be interested in his own country or the 

questions of journalists”. Meanwhile, 

he “hides” so he only has to answer 

questions that had been agreed on 

well in advance, Barkóczi insisted. 

Meanwhile, green opposition LMP 

said it had become clear from Orbán’s 

presser that only his ousting would 

bring about “a real turnaround” in 

the fight against climate change in 

Hungary. “Whereas not long ago 

Fidesz politicians were still disputing 

the mere fact of climate change, 

within a few weeks following the 

municipal elections not only has 

the prime minister recognised the 

gravity of the problem but ... the 

government even managed to resolve 

the issue during the holidays,” LMP co-

leaders Erzsébet Schmuck and János 

Kendernay said in a statement.

Opposition Socialists deputy 

group leader Tamás Harangozó said 

Orbán should have talked about 

planned developments in health care 

and education during his first press 

conference of the year. He also said 

Orbán should pay more attention to 

his fellow party members, especially 

former head of the prime minister’s 

office János Lázár, who recently 

said that Fidesz had lost touch with 

reality. Harangozó said that even 

if employment figures in Hungary 

appeared to be good, several 

hundred thousand Hungarians had 

chosen to work abroad and almost 

all car manufacturers had announced 

lay-offs.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS ON UN 
TO HELP DE-ESCALATE 
TENSIONS IN MIDDLE EAST

The United Nations must take steps to 

ease tensions in the Middle East and 

contribute to efforts aimed at resolving 

the US-Iran conflict as soon as possible, 

Hungary’s foreign minister said in 

New York during a debate marking 

the organisation’s 75th anniversary. 

Hungary is clearly concerned about 

developments in the Middle East and 

has an interest in the de-escalation 

of the conflict, Péter Szijjártó said. 

The Hungarian government expects 

the United Nations, as the largest 

international organisation in charge of 

ensuring peace and security around 

the world, “to do its real job” instead 

of acting as a “self-appointed advocate 

of migration”, he added.

Szijjártó said Europe’s security 

closely depended on security in 

the Middle East. “Certain adverse 

developments in the Middle East may 

increase migration pressure on our 

continent which should be avoided,” 

Szijjártó said, adding that keeping 

up the global fight against terrorism 

and preventing the spread of nuclear 

weapons were also important aims.

DEFENCE MINISTER IN 
TALKS WITH COMMANDER 
OF HUNGARIAN TROOPS 
IN IRAQ

Defence Minister Tibor Benkő held 

talks with lieutenant colonel Sándor 

Farkas, the commander of Hungarian 

troops in Iraq.  At the video talks open 

to the press, Farkas said that three 

days ago, the contingent was alerted 

that missile or drone attacks are to be 

expected within the next 72 hours. 

Early on Wednesday morning, two 

missiles hit the military base near 

Erbil in northern Iraq where most 

Hungarian troops are stationed. One 

of the missiles failed to detonate, he 

said. The troops donned protective 

gear and moved to bunkers, he said. 

The troops are now ready to fulfil their 

duties again and are ready to react to 

unexpected events, he said.

In a Q&A session with the press 

after the talks, Benkő said the Iraqi 
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parliament has decided to request 

the government to order foreign 

troops to leave the country. The Iraqi 

government, however, is yet to decide 

on the issue, he said. Most foreign units 

continue their operations, he said. After 

the talks, the minister also briefed 

parliament’s defence committee. 

The briefing gave a detailed 

account about the current situation 

and security of the Hungarian 

contingent in Iraq, opposition 

members of the committee told 

a joint press conference after the 

meeting. Ágnes Vadai, the deputy 

head of the committee for the 

Democratic Coalition (DK) and 

Tamás Harangozó, a lawmaker for the 

Socialists, said they were reassured 

that all possible efforts would be 

made to provide for the safety of the 

troops. Harangozó added that from 

a legal point of view there was no 

reason for withdrawing Hungarian 

troops. Answering a question, Vadai 

and Harangozó however said that 

they did not support Hungary’s 

mission in Iraq, noting that they had 

earlier voted against it in parliament.

GOVT APPROVES 
HUNGARY CLIMATE 
POLICY PRIORITIES

Hungary’s government approved 

its medium and long-term climate 

policy priorities, the innovation and 

technology ministry has said.  At a 

cabinet meeting, the government 

adopted a new strategic document 

that replaces the current National 

Energy Strategy and will define 

Hungary’s climate policy goals through 

2030 with an outlook to 2040, it said in 

a statement. The ministry added that 

by the end of the year it will draw up a 

national strategy for achieving climate 

neutrality by 2050. The fundamental 

principles of that strategy were also 

approved at the meeting, it said. 

Cabinet members discussed and 

approved the climate change action 

plan, a report on the effects of climate 

change on the Carpathian Basin, the 

new national energy strategy as well 

as the national energy and climate 

plan. The long-term, comprehensive 

clean development strategy mapped 

out on the basis of the documents will 

be submitted to the government by 

the end of the year, the ministry said. 

The government will ask parliament’s 

opposition-led sustainable 

development committee to debate 

the documents, it added.

HOUSE SPEAKER 
EXPRESSES CONDOLENCES 
OVER UKRAINE AIRPLANE 
CRASH

László Kövér, the speaker of Hungarian 

parliament, has expressed his 

condolences to the house speakers 

of the countries impacted by 

Wednesday’s crash of a Ukrainian 

airplane near Tehran. In the telegram, 

Kövér expressed his and the Hungarian 

parliament’s deepest sympathies to 

the speakers and the people of their 

countries over the crash of the Tehran-

Kiev plane of the Ukrainian airlines 

and over the lives lost there. Kövér 

expressed his condolences to those 

who lost their loved ones or relatives 

in the “terrible accident”, and wished 

them strength and perseverance.

IT MINISTER OPENS INTL 
EDUCATIO EXPO

Boosting opportunities for 

the Hungarian youth to obtain 

“marketable” qualifications is an 

important task for the government, 

the innovation and technology 

minister said, opening the 20th 

Educatio international expo 

in Budapest. The prestige of 

Hungarian universities has increased 

significantly both domestically and in 

international terms, László Palkovics 

said, noting that five of them had 

been ranked among the world’s top 

1,000 universities in 2019.

The number of foreign students 

studying at Hungarian universities 

has also increased significantly 

thanks to the higher education 

reform launched in 2014, he said. 

The changes implemented that year 

now allow students to apply for 17 

different state or university stipends 

or a social grant, Palkovics said. Under 

the reform, a dual education scheme 

has also been introduced, the minister 

said, adding that the government 

aims to ensure that 6% of freshmen 

in higher education would be 

included in the scheme by 2023. The 

20th Educatio expo features some 

60 universities from more than ten 

countries among the 140 exhibitors.
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ORBÁN: GOVT MULLING 
EXPANDING INCOME TAX 
RELIEF

The government is discussing the 

possibility of expanding an exemption 

from the personal income tax to 

include women with three children, 

as part of the continuation of the 

family protection action plan, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said. Currently, 

the measure applies to women 

raising four children. Addressing an 

international press conference, Orbán 

highlighted Hungary’s demographic 

situation as the country’s biggest 

challenge. He said discussions were 

ongoing with the finance minister on 

exempting women who have given 

birth to and raised three children 

from paying personal income tax 

starting from Jan. 1, 2021. “If we 

want Hungarian children instead of 

immigrants, and if the Hungarian 

economy can generate the necessary 

funding, then the only solution is 

to spend as much of the funds as 

possible on supporting families and 

raising children,” Orbán said.

BUDGET DEFICIT 122% / 2019 
FY TARGET

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, ran a 1,219 

billion forint deficit at the end of 

December, the Finance Ministry said. 

The deficit was 122% of the 998.4 

billion forint full-year target. Alone in 

the month of December, the budget 

was 452.7 billion forints in the red.

The ministry noted that central 

budget pre-financing for European 

Union funded projects continued 

to have an impact on the balance: 

payouts for such projects reached 

1,556.8 billion forints for the year, while 

transfers from Brussels came to 1,468.6 

billion forints. Big spending tickets 

were on investments undertaken in 

the framework of the Modern Cities 

scheme and the Hungarian Village 

programme, as well as road and 

railway upgrades and incentives for 

business investments to improve 

competitiveness, the ministry said. 

Expenditures were also lifted by a 

package of family support measures 

that included prenatal baby support 

loans and subsidies for vehicles 

for large families, by premiums for 

pensioners linked to economic 

growth and by wage rises in the 

public sector, it added.

The ministry said the deficit 

calculated according to the EU’s 

accrual-based accounting rules 

“could turn out to be well below the 

EU criterion”. The government targets 

a shortfall of 1.8% of GDP in 2019.

INTERNATIONAL CIRCUS 
FESTIVAL OPENS IN 
BUDAPEST

The circus is an art form of immense 

importance to Hungary’s cultural 

heritage and “a national treasure”, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said, 

opening the Budapest International 

Circus Festival. Hungarians are proud 

of the festival’s 24-year history and 

of the opportunity to host the event 

for the 13th time, Szijjártó said. The 

2020 edition of the festival will 

feature world-renowned performers 

from four continents, the minister 

said, noting that China alone has 

sent a 31-strong company.


