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Hungary’s armed forces are ready to take any action deemed necessary by the leaders of the global coalition against ISIS, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told a press conference after Iran’s overnight missile attacks against US and NATO bases 

in Erbil and al-Asad, in Iraq. He said it is in Hungary’s interest to avoid an escalation of the conflict. He noted that under a 

ruling of the Hungarian parliament, the number of troops in Iraq cannot exceed 200. Most are deployed to the Erbil base, 

Szijjártó said. He added that staff of the Hungarian consulate in Erbil are “fine” and that the Hungarian ambassador to Iraq 

is currently in Hungary.

Szijjártó said he will attend an extraordinary session of European Union foreign ministers in Brussels on Friday, and call on the 

EU to contribute to the de-escalation efforts. Security of the Middle East and of Europe go hand in hand, he warned. Szijjártó 

called it “worrisome” that an international deal on the use of nuclear power with Iran is now “farther from reality than ever”.

All Hungarian troops serving in Iraq are safe, and the Hungarian Defence Ministry and 
the heads of the armed forces are closely monitoring the “difficult situation” there, the 
foreign minister has said.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: nO HunGarIan CaSuaLTIES In IraQ

Defence minister briefs parlt cttee on 
Iran-uS conflict
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Fire jugglers at the opening ceremony of the Budapest International Circus Festival
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OFFICIaL: HunGary 
HaS TaKEn STEPS TO 
GuaranTEE SaFETy OF 
SOLDIErS

Defence Ministry state secretary Szilárd 

Németh told a press conference at 

the air base of Kecskemét, in central 

Hungary, that the Hungarian army and 

the defence ministry have taken the 

necessary steps to guarantee the safety 

of Hungarian soldiers following missile 

attacks against US and NATO bases in 

Erbil and al-Asad, in Iraq. Preparations 

have been made for all scenarios in the 

wake of the attacks, he said. Nearly 200 

Hungarians serve in Erbil but none of 

them were hurt in the attacks, Németh 

added. Constant live communications 

are maintained with the commanders 

of the Iraqi operations, and constant 

information is being received and 

analysed with the involvement of the 

foreign ministry, he said.

SOCIaLISTS CaLL FOr 
DEFEnCE CTTEE SESSIOn 
On Iran-uS COnFLICT

The opposition Socialists have 

called on the (ruling Fidesz) head of 

parliament’s defence committee Lajos 

Kósa to convene the body in the wake 

of Iran’s missile attack against the 

international military forces led by the 

United States in Iraq. The Socialists said 

the committee should meet in view 

of the deepening crisis between the 

US and Iran. A military base has been 

attacked where staff include Hungarian 

soldiers serving in Iraq, the statement 

said. The Socialists expect the defence 

minister and the head of the military 

national security services to brief 

the meeting about the security of 

Hungarian soldiers, it added. The 

defence minister has already stated 

that he is ready to attend if a meeting is 

convened. “We cannot tell if Lajos Kósa 

is hindered by a domestic or foreign 

holiday or by a lack of interest in the 

lives and safety of Hungarian soldiers 

serving in Iraq, but if he is unable to 

chair the meeting, he should arrange 

a substitute,” the statement said. “Mr 

Kósa, do your job!”, it added.

OrBÁn MEETS KaCZyŃSKI 
In WarSaW

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán on Tuesday 

met Jarosław Kaczyński, the leader of 

Poland’s ruling Law and Justice (PiS) 

party, in Warsaw, the head of the prime 

minister’s press office said. Orbán and 

Kaczyński discussed current European 

affairs and cooperation regarding an 

upcoming conference on the future of 

the continent, Bertalan Havasi told MTI.

ÁDEr EXPrESSES 
COnDOLEnCES TO 
uKraInE COunTErParT

Hungarian President János Áder 

has expressed condolences to his 

Ukrainian counterpart in connection 

with the crash of a Ukrainian airliner 

outside Tehran. In the message to 

Volodymyr Zelenski, Áder wrote: “I 

was deeply saddened to find out ... 

[about the] tragic air accident, with 

the loss of all passengers.” “On behalf 

of the people of Hungary, I express my 

sincere condolences and sympathy 

to the families of the victims,” the 

message said.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: InVESTMEnTS 
LaST yEar aT rECOrD 
HIGH

Investments in Hungary hit a record 

high last year, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said. The government secured 

101 large-scale investment deals with 

foreign and Hungarian companies, 

Szijjártó told a news conference. This 

amounted to three more than the 

previous record high reached in 2018. 

Their value totalled 1,705 billion forints 

(EUR 5.2bn), equal to 4% of GDP last 

year. He said the government had 

provided non-refundable grants 

totalling 156 billion forints to help 

implement the investments. New 

jobs created by the investments pay 

50% higher salaries than those created 

in 2017, which reflects the changing 

Hungarian economy, he added.

Szijjártó said that companies 

employing new technologies were 

now making investments in Hungary, 

and the economy was now becoming 

more geared towards research and 

development. Also, last year was 

pivotal in that there were more 

investments coming from South Korea 

than from Germany.

Fully 48% of investment value in 

Hungary last year was carried out 

by two Korean companies, while 
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South Korean, Japanese and Chinese 

investors provide a third of new 

jobs, he said. Szijjártó noted that the 

automotive industry is entering a new 

phase globally. Hungary, he added, is 

a stronghold in this area, with eight 

new investments in the country in 

the production of batteries and their 

parts. Further, several companies are 

developing electric motor production 

in Hungary, he said.

Meanwhile, the minister noted 

that 14 business service centres 

were established in Hungary in 2019, 

providing highly-paid jobs for highly 

skilled young people who speak 

several languages. Investments 

are also balanced across Hungary’s 

various regions, he said. Szijjártó noted 

that Hungarian-owned companies 

made ten big investments in 2019 

worth a total of 126 billion forints. He 

said negotiations on further large-

scale investments with a couple of 

automotive producers are ongoing, 

and the related investments are likely 

to be comparable to last year’s in scale.

LMP InITIaTES CrOSS-
ParTy TaLKS On CLIMaTE 
CHanGE

Green opposition LMP has called on 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán to initiate 

cross-party talks on drafting a “national 

minimum” programme to combat 

climate change, party co-leader 

Erzsébet Schmuck said. Schmuck said 

that whereas President János Áder had 

also called for such cooperation, “the 

ruling parties seem to have no specific 

vision on the matter”. She urged timely 

action to list and implement measures 

dealing with climate change. Schmuck 

said talk of a climate emergency in 

Hungary went far beyond “political 

rhetoric”. “Time has run out,” she said. 

“We have to act to ensure a decent 

quality of life for future generations.” 

She called on the government to 

stop repeating the “mantra” that 

Hungary was a “champion of climate 

protection”, and insisted that carbon 

emissions had grown by 6% each year 

since 2014.

HunGarIan 
InTErCHurCH aID TO 
Carry On WITH CHarITy 
WOrK In IraQ

The Hungarian Interchurch Aid (HIA) 

said it will continue to provide aid in 

Iraq, including the area of Erbil which 

was hit by Iranian missiles early on 

Wednesday. In a statement to MTI, 

HIA said its three Hungarian and 20 

local employees are safe. HIA said 

their safety was its priority, but the 

organisation intends to maintain its 

programmes helping thousands of 

families. HIA operates aid centres in 

Baghdad and Qaraqos, with the brunt 

of their work focusing on Kurdistan.

HunGary InDuSTrIaL 
OuTPuT uP 3.6% In nOV

Output of Hungary’s industrial 

sector increased by an annual 3.6% 

in November last year, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Working 

day-adjusted data showed a 5.7% 

annual increase for the same month. 

In the previous month, unadjusted 

industrial output rose by 6.1%, while 

it was up 6.4% based on working day-

adjusted data. In the Jan-Nov period, 

output increased by an annual 6.0%. 

Month-on-month, output decreased 

by 1%. The slowdown was most 

apparent in automotive production, 

while the growth of computer, 

electronic and optical products 

accelerated slightly. The rate of growth 

in food, drinks and tobacco output 

was above the industry average, KSH 

added.

ING Bank analyst Péter Virovácz 

noted that on a monthly basis 

industrial output has now fallen for 

two months in a row, raising the 

question of whether the setback 

was temporary or whether adverse 

international trends have caught 

up with the Hungarian economy. 

In 2019, industrial output is likely to 

have grown by 6%, he said, adding 

that this could slow to around 

4% this year. Takarékbank analyst 

Gergely Suppan said the effects of 

a stream of investments at home 

were counteracted by a drag on 

growth in foreign markets, adding 

that output was expected to grow 

by 4.8% this year (4% adjusted for 

seasonal and working-day effects). 

Erste Bank analyst Orsolya Nyeste 

said the November data were slightly 

disappointing, adding that changes 

in output could remain volatile in the 

coming months. In the short term, the 

outlook is positive for the sector, but 
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in the mid-term uncertainties abound, 

she said, adding that output growth 

may slow from 6% in 2019 to slightly 

below 5% this year.

2019 HOTTEST yEar In 
HunGary SInCE 1901

Last year was the hottest year in 

Hungary since 1901, the weather 

service said. Of the ten hottest 

years, eight have been recorded 

since 2000 in Hungary, where 

warming has been slightly above 

the global average, rising by 1.2 

degrees since the beginning of 

the 20th century, the statement 

said. The national daily mean 

temperature averaged 12.9°C 

last year, 1.87 degrees above the 

average mean between 1981 and 

2010. The summer of 2019 was the 

second hottest since 1901, with 

June 3.6 degrees hotter than the 

average of previous years and 

daily records broken both on June 

15 and 16. The hottest day of 2019 

was August 12, with 38°C recorded 

in Derekegyház, in southern 

Hungary. Record temperatures 

were witnessed last autumn, with 

September 1 degree hotter than 

the average of previous years, 

October 2 degrees hotter and 

November 4 degrees hotter. The 

weather office said the climate 

conditions of Hungary fitted the 

global trend of warming last year, 

also characterised by extremities 

in terms of rainfall.

HunGary POSTS Eur 500 
M TraDE SurPLuS In nOV

Hungary posted a trade surplus 

of 500 million euros in November, 

59 million euros more than the 

same month a year earlier, the 

Central Statistical Of fice (KSH) 

said in a first reading of data. 

Exports decreased by 0.1% year 

on year to 9.469 billion euros, 

while imports fell by 0.8% to 8.969 

billion. Trade with other European 

Union member states accounted 

for about 80% of exports and 76% 

of imports. For the period January-

November, exports were up an 

annual 4.4% at 101.456 billion euros 

and imports rose by 4.9% to 96.590 

billion. The trade surplus for the 

period was 4.866 billion euros, 

narrowing by 277 million from the 

same period a year earlier.

PaKS rECEIVES HuF 4 
Bn In DEVELOPMEnT 
FunDInG

The town of Paks, in central 

Hungary, has received nearly 

4 billion forints (EUR 12.1m) 

in government funding for 

developments in connection with 

the upgrade of Hungary’s sole 

nuclear plant, the mayor told MTI. 

Péter Szabó said 1.9 billion forints 

will go towards developing the 

town’s water supply and sewage 

system to ensure drinking water 

for the two new reactor blocks 

and to service public demand, 

which is expected to grow as 

the construction gets under way. 

Another 1.9 billion will be used to 

procure plots for a new quarter 

featuring cultural, administrative, 

law enforcement and educational 

institutions, as well as a disaster 

management centre, he said. 

Szabó noted that the town of 

19,600 inhabitants expects to see 

an inf lux of some 10,000-12,000 

people during the construction 

works and a growth of some 5,000-

6,000 afterwards.


