
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U  ¬  W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

JANUARY 8, 2020
MORNING ISSUE

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

AM

The military is ready for evacuation if necessary, Tibor Benkő told public news channel M1. The minister stressed the need to 

pay increased attention to the security of soldiers. A few Hungarians in Iraq are involved in the NATO training and advisory 

mission and a larger number are represented in the mission of the grand coalition against the terrorist organisation that 

calls itself Islamic State, Benkő said. So far only the training mission has been suspended, he said.

Benkő told public radio Kossuth that despite the recent developments, the highest security alert has not been introduced 

for Hungarian soldiers stationed in Iraq. He said that Hungary had signed a cooperation agreement with Iraq, and unless 

its soldiers are asked to be withdrawn, they will continue their mission in that country.

The statement came after the United States’ drone attack in Iran, which killed Qasim Soleimani, an Iranian top military 

official. NATO has since been reported to suspend some of its activities, mainly training programmes, in neighbouring 

Iraq, in view of the growing tensions.

The Hungarian Armed Forces are monitoring the situation in the wake of Iranian-US 
tension and are ready to take any necessary action regarding the Iraqi mission, the 
defence minister said.

HUNGARY READY TO TAKE ACTION IN IRAQI MISSION
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Locksmith István Marosvári working in a carriage-making workshop in 
Füzesgyarmat, SE Hungary
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MINISTRY: ROAD PROJECTS 
WORTH HUF 390 M TO BE 
COMPLETED IN 2020

The government is commissioning 

160km of road developments this year, 

costing 390 billion forints (EUR 1.2bn). 

Sustainable economic growth hinges 

on expanding the road network, the 

ministry of innovation and technology 

said in a statement.

Since 2010, 500km of motorways 

and highways have been built in 

Hungary, including a high-quality road 

link between Salgótarján, in northern 

Hungary, and Szombathely in the west, 

and the first motorway to Romania, the 

statement said. A total of 755 billion 

forint have been spent on revamping 

roads totalling 6,000kms since 2010, 

it added. The expansion of the road 

network will continue this year, with links 

opened between Eger, in the north, to 

the M3 motorway, while the M85 will 

be extended from Csorna to Sopron in 

the west. The M4 will be completed to 

link the M0 Budapest bypass to Abony 

and a motorway link will be completed 

between Berettyóújfalu and the 

Romanian border in the east. The latter 

will create the second link from Hungary 

in the direction of Transylvania after the 

M43. New stretches of the M76 will be 

completed near Zalaegerszeg and the 

M7, in the west, and a Danube bridge 

will be opened at Komárom in the north. 

A first stretch of the M0 modernisation 

project will be completed in the south. 

The ministry’s strategic aim is to have all 

Hungarian localities accessible within 

30 minutes from a four-lane road, the 

statement said.

LMP PROPOSES 
REFERENDUM TO BAN 
NUCLEAR ENERGY IN 
HUNGARY

The opposition LMP has proposed 

referendums to ban the use of nuclear 

energy in Hungary and to switch over 

to renewable energies, the head 

of the party’s national board told a 

press conference. Noting that the Paks 

nuclear plant’s operation licence would 

expire in 2037, Máté Kanász-Nagy said 

that the plant’s current upgrade should 

be stopped and the facility shut down 

in that year. Kanász-Nagy insisted that 

the upgrade project was “the worst 

business deal of the century”. He 

argued that it was not economically 

feasible, and households would pay 

for the cost and it would increase 

Hungary’s dependence on Russia. He 

added that the plant’s operations are 

not safe.

OFFICIAL: BASE WAGE 
OF HEALTH-CARE 
PROFESSIONALS UP 14% 
FROM JAN

Health-care professionals will receive 

a 14% increase in base wages from 

January, the state secretary in charge 

of health care said. The increase is part 

of a multi-step wage growth scheme 

that began in 2016, Ildikó Horváth told 

a press conference. It demonstrates 

the government’s dedication to 

expressing an appreciation for workers 

in health care and to retaining them, 

she added. In addition to wage 

increases, improvements will be 

made to the working environment 

and accommodation of health-care 

employees, such as building new 

hostels for nurses, she said. The 

increase from January will affect 81,000 

professionals and 4,000 paediatric 

nurses and will be financed from 82 

billion forints (EUR 248m), she added.

GOVT PROVIDES EXTRA 
FUNDING FOR SLOVENIAN 
ETHNIC MINORITY

The government is providing the 

ethnic Slovenian minority government 

90 million forints (EUR 270,000) in 

extra funding this year to help with a 

kindergarten and school construction 

programme, as well as to renovate the 

Catholic church of Apátistvánfalva. 

Hungarian government support for 

ethnic minorities is aimed at helping 

them prosper in the country, Miklós 

Soltész, state secretary in charge 

of international relations, said in 

Apátistvánfalva, in south-western 

Hungary. Soltész also said that the 

government is making 500 million 

forints available for several hundred 

ethnic civil groups.

JOBLESS RATE STEADY AT 
3.5% IN SEPT-NOV

Hungary’s three-month rolling average 

jobless rate was 3.5% in September-

November, unchanged from the 
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previous period, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. A year earlier, the 

unemployment rate was 3.6%. In 

absolute terms, there were 163,300 

unemployed during the period, 300 

fewer than in the previous month, 

but 5,400 fewer than twelve months 

earlier. The data covers unemployed 

15-74 year-olds.

KSH noted that the unemployment 

rate in the 15-24 age group stood at 

13.2%, accounting for more than a 

quarter of the total. That of 25-54 

year-olds was 3% and for the 55-74 

age group it was 1.6%. Out-of-work 

Hungarians spent 10.6 months on 

average looking for employment 

during the period, and 30.5% of the 

unemployed had been seeking work 

for one year or longer.

Meanwhile, in September-

November, the average number of 

employed rose by 23,000, or 0.5%, to 

4,517,000.

NOV RETAIL SALES UP 6.8 
PC YR/YR

Retail sales growth in Hungary 

accelerated to 6.8% year on year in 

November from 6.2% in the previous 

month, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. Adjusted for calendar 

year effects, retail sales grew by 7.3%. 

Adjusted food sales rose by 4.5% while 

non-food sales jumped by 12.9%. 

Vehicle fuel sales edged up 1.7%.

ING Bank chief analyst Péter Virovácz 

said the November retail sales show 

consumption likely remained strong 

in the fourth quarter, adding that 

this boded well for GDP growth. 

Takarékbank senior analyst Gergely 

Suppan said the November data was 

higher than expected and may have 

been lifted by wage growth and pre-

holiday sales.

POLICE DISCOVER 250 
CASES OF ONLINE FRAUD 
IN 11 DAYS

The Hungarian police discovered 

250 cases of online fraud, worth a 

combined 41.5 million forints (EUR 

124,000) in just 11 days as part of 

an international effort, the police 

reported on its website. In the 

operation, focusing on purchases 

over the internet and coordinated 

by Europol, the police forces of 19 

countries identified 6,500 fraudulent 

transactions worth a total 5 million 

euros, and detained 60 suspects. The 

police have warned internet users to 

check if their IT devices and visited 

sites are safe when making online 

purchases.

SOLAR, WIND POWER 
GENERATION SOARS DUE 
TO ABUNDANT SUNSHINE, 
STRONG WINDS

Solar and wind power generation 

provided more than 20% of Hungary’s 

total domestic power generation for a 

short period on Sunday, thanks to lots 

of sunshine and strong winds, business 

daily Világgazdaság said. This is a 

vastly higher proportion than the 3% 

averaged in 2018. More realistic annual 

data show that in that year 11.7% of 

Hungary’s gross domestic electricity 

production came from renewable 

sources. Within this figure, wind power 

accounted for 16.2% per day and solar 

16.5%, according to the Hungarian 

energy regulator.

Last year saw some movement in 

renewables after years of stagnant 

wind capacity, as lots of small and 

some large-scale solar plants came 

online. By the end of 2018, 726,000 

megawatts of solar capacity had been 

connected to the domestic electricity 

grid, rising to over 1.1 gigawatts 

by June 31, 2019. The regulator, in 

the meantime, has approved solar 

developments that will add another 

1.4 gigawatts over the coming years, 

the paper said.

HEREND PORCELAIN 
EXHIBITION OPENS IN 
ANKARA

An exhibition of pieces produced 

by Hungary’s Herend Porcelain 

Manufactory has opened in Ankara. 

Hungarian ambassador to Turkey 

Viktor Mátis opened the showcase 

of 216 decorated pieces in the 

capital’s Contemporary Arts Centre. 

The Hungarian embassy organised 

the exhibition which was shown 

in a cultural centre at the recently 

renovated tomb of the Turkish poet 

Gül Baba, in Budapest, until last 

September. Herend had net revenue 

of 4.6 billion forints (EUR 13.9m) in 

2018, including 3.0 billion in export 

sales, public records show.


