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Reacting to reports of NATO missions suspending some of their activities in Iraq in view of the tensions between Iran and 

the United States, the ministry said experts of the ministry and the Hungarian Armed Forces will continue to analyse the 

situation with a view to guaranteeing the security of Hungarian soldiers. The ministry noted that by contributing to NATO and 

coalition operations, Hungarian troops were working to create and maintain security in Iraq. NATO has suspended training 

programmes in Iraq as a precautionary measure, the statement said. The decision impacts only parts of the operation of 

the Hungarian contingent as it is active in other fields as well, it said.

The statement came after developments following President Donald Trump’s announcement that the US killed Iran’s top 

military commander Qasem Soleimani during a strike at Iraq’s Baghdad airport on Friday.

Hungarian troops stationed in Iraq will continue to carry out their mission with 
security measures in place, the defence ministry has said.

HunGary MISSIOn In IraQ TO COnTInuE

Stats office releases 1st estimates on 
labour, unemployment in Sept-nov 
2019, retail trade in nov 2019

Hungarian Vehicle Importers assoc 
presser 

Hungarian Evangelical Church 
presents planned events for 2020 
year of communion

13th International Circus Festival 
starts
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Long-eared owl in Hortobágy (NE), voted bird of 2020 in online survey last year
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nuMBEr OF ILLEGaL 
MIGranTS EnTErInG 
HunGary DOuBLED In 2019

Last year the number of illegal 

entrants to Hungary grew by 2.6 times 

compared to 2018, the leader of the 

Hungarian police’s border patrol forces 

said. Speaking at a press conference 

on the state of illegal migration to 

Hungary, László Balázs said migration 

pressure was particularly strong at 

the end of the year, with some 1,400 

migrants arriving in Hungary between 

December 16 and 22. Another 803 

were apprehended between January 

1 and 5, 2020, he said. Illegal migration 

was on the rise everywhere along the 

border of the Schengen area, especially 

on the Serbian and Romanian border 

sections, Balázs said. Brigadier-General 

László Garas of the Hungarian Armed 

Forces said the number of soldiers 

serving on the borders had been 

doubled over the past few days. 

Drones and helicopters are also 

deployed in reconnaissance, he said.

HunGarIan POLICE LEaVE 
FOr nOrTH MaCEDOnIa, 
SErBIa

New contingents of Hungarian police 

have left for North Macedonia and 

Serbia to assist in border protection 

tasks there, police said on its website 

on Monday. The Hungarian police 

force is determined to prevent illegal 

migrants from entering Hungary and 

the European Union, the statement 

said. As part of its efforts serving 

this purpose, Hungary has offered 

its help to countries in the Western 

Balkans, it added. Head of the national 

police headquarters’ border police 

department László Balázs bid farewell 

to twenty members of the 40th 

Hungarian contingent to Serbia and 

thirty members of the 45th contingent 

to North Macedonia on Monday.

The main task of the Hungarian 

police will be patrolling the border 

areas as well as inland areas in order 

to prevent and reveal illegal border 

crossings, the website said. The 

Hungarian police will also be involved 

in apprehending human smugglers 

and illegal migrants, the police website 

added.  The Hungarian contingents 

will support border protection tasks 

with the help of SUVs, night vision 

equipment and heat cameras.

FOrMEr DEPuTy LEaDEr 
QuITS SOCIaLIST ParTy

Tibor Szanyi, former deputy leader 

and former MEP of the Socialist party, 

has announced that he is leaving 

the party. Szanyi said on Twitter that 

the Socialists “are not leftist enough” 

and that the Hungarian political 

spectrum lacks a leftist party critical 

of the “regime”. Next to such critical 

approach, climate consciousness is 

another feature connecting leftist 

groups that have been “popping up 

left and right” in the country, Szanyi 

said, adding that the “task” would be to 

mould those groups into a community. 

Szanyi’s membership was temporarily 

suspended in June, in the wake of 

sharp remarks he made concerning his 

party’s leadership after the European 

parliamentary elections. He was 

withdrawn from his post as deputy 

leader in July after another clash with 

the party leadership.

nOVÁK: HunGary 
SuPPOrTS VIETnaM WITH 
TIED aID

Hungary supports Vietnam’s economic 

and social development by offering 

tied aid and cooperation in tourism, 

vocational training and family support, 

the state secretary in charge of family 

and youth affairs at the human 

resources ministry said on Monday. 

Katalin Novák told MTI by phone that 

she was on a visit to Vietnam heading a 

ruling Fidesz parliamentary delegation 

which included three members of 

the Vietnam-Hungary friendly group: 

Kristóf Szatmáry, Zsolt Csenger-Zalán 

and Árpád Potápi. The visit has been 

arranged to coincide with the 70th 

anniversary of the two countries 

establishing diplomatic relations, she 

said. Novák added that they had met 

the deputy speaker of the national 

assembly, the ruling party’s foreign 

affairs official and the minister of 

labour, invalids and social affairs.

Vietnam, with sustained economic 

growth of around 7%, is putting 

resources into social development 

and successfully fighting poverty, 

she said. Hungary has been helping 

Vietnam with tied aid credit. It has 

built on oncology clinic in Vietnam 
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and helped set up of a demographic 

registry system, she added. 

Officials in Vietnam have expressed 

interest in Hungary’s methods 

for placing families in the focus 

of social and economic policies, 

Novák said. Cooperation in labour 

market and vocational training are 

also important to Hanoi, Novák said. 

Hungary is offering state scholarships 

to 200 Vietnamese students in higher 

education, she added. The Hungarian 

embassy in Hanoi is organising various 

cultural events to mark the 70th 

anniversary of establishing diplomatic 

relations this year and a Hungarian 

Cultural and Community Centre will 

open in the near future, she said, 

adding that the volume of trade has 

been steadily growing between the 

two countries. The talks in Vietnam also 

addressed the issue of demographic 

projections, Novák said. Whereas 

Hungary and Europe are affected by 

demographic decline, this is expected 

to affect Vietnam in the future, she 

added.

HunGary PPI rISES By 2.1% 
y/y In nOVEMBEr - KSH 

Industrial producer prices rose by 2.1% 

in November from the same month 

a year earlier, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. Prices for domestic 

sales were up 2.5% while export prices 

rose by 1.9%. In a month-on-month 

comparison, industrial producer prices 

climbed 0.4% as domestic prices were 

up 0.5% and export prices were up 

0.4%. KSH said price increases were 

driven by growing wages and changes 

in the international prices of natural 

resources. Year on year, factory gate 

prices in the manufacturing sector 

rose by 2.9% in November. Prices of 

the transport equipment segment 

were up 3.5%, and prices in the 

computer, electronic and optical 

products segment were up 1.7%. Prices 

in the food, beverages and tobacco 

segment were up 6.9%. Prices in the 

gas, electricity and steam supply 

segment fell by 3.7%. In a month-on-

month comparison, producer prices 

in the manufacturing sector were up 

0.2%. Prices in the transport equipment 

segment were unchanged, and prices 

in the computer, electronic and optical 

products segment were down 0.3%. 

Prices in the food, beverages and 

tobacco segment rose by 0.8%. Prices 

in the gas, electricity and steam supply 

segment were up 2.0%. In January-

November industrial producer prices 

rose by 2.1% year-on-year as domestic 

prices climbed 3.9% and export prices 

were up 1.3%.

HunGary GrOSS WaGES 
CLIMB 11.6% In OCTOBEr

The average gross wage for full-time 

workers in Hungary rose by 11.6% year 

on year to 365,135 forints (EUR 1,100) in 

October, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. Net wages grew at the 

same pace, reaching a 242,815 forint 

monthly average. Calculating with 

twelve-month CPI of 2.9% in October, 

real wages were up 8.5%. Excluding 

the 99,200 Hungarians in fostered 

work programmes, the average gross 

wage rose by 11.2% to 375,314 forints, 

while net wages grew at the same rate 

to 249,584 forints. Full-time fostered 

workers earned gross 81,376 forints in 

October, 0.4% less than a year earlier. 

Men employed full-time earned gross 

394,100 forints a month on average in 

the January-October period, while 

women earned 328,500 forints. Wages 

rose by 11.5% and 10.1%, respectively, 

on an annual basis. In January-October 

average gross monthly wage was 

highest in the finance and insurance 

sector, at 657,500 forints, and lowest in 

accommodation and catering services, 

at 236,800 forints.

ING Bank senior analyst Péter 

Virovácz said the wage growth in 

October was in the double digits and 

is expected to maintain that level 

of growth in the last two months of 

2019 but in 2020 wage growth could 

decelerate because of the easing of 

labour shortages. He did not rule 

out, however, that wages could grow 

by more than 10% in 2020. András 

Horváth of Takarékbank said wage 

growth in October was bigger than 

expected. In 2020 wages could grow 

by more than 9% with real wages 

increasing by 5.5%.

aMBaSSaDOrS Pay 
TrIBuTE TO HOLOCauST 
VICTIMS 

Leaders of foreign representations in 

Budapest paid tribute to victims of the 

Holocaust at a commemoration held at 

the Shoes monument on the eastern 
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embankment of the River Danube in 

central Budapest.  The ceremony was 

attended by Yakov Hadas-Handelsman, 

Israel’s new ambassador to Hungary, as 

well as the ambassadors of Germany, 

Sweden, Austria, the Netherlands, and 

other diplomats.  The participants 

joined in a mourner’s Kaddish, the 

traditional prayer in Jewish mourning 

rituals, led by Slomó Köves, head of 

Hungarian Jewish community EMIH.

DK POLITICIan SuSPECTED 
OF VIOLaTInG ELECTIOn 
ruLES, CauSInG BODILy 
HarM

László Varju, MP of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition, has been 

questioned as a suspect in connection 

with “crimes against the order of 

elections” as well as rowdy behaviour 

and causing bodily harm, the central 

investigative prosecutor’s office 

reported on Monday. 

According to the prosecutor’s 

statement, Varju is believed to have 

offered a bribe to another candidate in 

the campaign before the 2018 general 

elections. 

In another development, Varju, as 

a member of a group of opposition 

MPs protesting at public media 

headquarters in December 2018, 

demanded access to a studio and 

“charged at a line of security staff”. 

In the resulting tussle, he “squeezed 

the calf of one of the guards”, the 

statement said. Varju “exhibited 

violent opposition” and caused a 

guard, who suffered serious injuries, 

to fall onto the ground, the statement 

added. 

Parliament earlier lifted Varju’s 

immunity in both cases. Varju has filed 

a complaint against the charges.

HunGarIan anTI-DOPInG 
BODy rEJECTS CLaIMS OF 
SySTEMaTIC DOPInG aT 
WEIGHTLIFTInG EVEnTS

The Hungarian anti-doping 

body (MACS) rejected claims of a 

documentary of the German state 

broadcaster ARD, which alleged 

systematic doping in weightlifting 

events supervised by the body. Aired 

on Sunday, the documentary levelled 

serious charges against Tamás Aján, 

the president of the Budapest-based 

International Weightlifting Federation 

(IWF), saying systematic doping was 

practised with the knowledge of 

the body. IWF had commissioned 

MACS with supervising all large-scale 

competitions and almost all world 

championships, the documentary said.

In a statement signed by managing 

director Ágnes Tiszeker, MACS said 

that the German state broadcaster 

had disregarded the facts provided 

by the body. “Vague, malignant 

insinuations” have presented the 

work of MACS doping controllers in 

a “false and unacceptable light”, the 

statement said.  As an independent 

controlling body, MACS is only 

responsible for collecting samples, 

and has no feedback or information 

on the results, the statement said. 

The World Anti-Doping Agency 

(WADA), of which MACS is an 

accredited partner, has full access 

to the documentation of the work 

done in cooperation with IWF, the 

statement said, adding MACS had 

received no reports of breaches by 

staff or “behaviour jeopardising the 

purity or integrity of the sample.”


