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The problem of climate change extends beyond government cycles and affects the future of the coming generations, 

the president said.

Climate change is a matter that affects us all, Áder said on Kossuth Rádió, urging a consensus on the topic.

The president called the decision by the recently elected municipal council of Budapest to declare a climate emergency 

“political rhetoric”. A time of crisis calls for extraordinary measures, but the city leaders have only mandated studies to 

determine possible courses of action, Áder added.

Responding to Áder’s remarks in a Facebook post on Sunday, Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony said the declaration 

of a climate emergency was not rhetoric and noted that more than 1,250 organisations, including, governments, cities, 

universities, NGOs and even the European Parliament had declared such emergencies.

“I’m proud that after many years of doing nothing, Budapest is finally joining the movement, too, on the basis of the new 

municipal council’s decision,” the mayor said.

The issue of climate change is neither right-wing nor left-wing, President János Áder 
said on public radio on Sunday.
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Police, military hold joint presser  
on border control

KSH releases industry prices (Nov), 
wages (Jan-Oct)
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Epiphany festival in Sződliget, north of Budapest
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DEUTSCH: FIDESZ TO 
DECIDE ITSELF ON EPP 
MEMBERSHIP 

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz, whose 

membership in the European People’s 

Party (EPP) has been suspended, will 

decide itself which European party 

group it wishes to belong to in future, 

Fidesz MEP Tamás Deutsch told daily 

Magyar Nemzet on Saturday. 

“A decision will not be taken about 

Fidesz, rather the decision will be taken 

by the party itself,” Deutsch insisted. 

Deutsch said his party had not been 

officially notified about completion 

of an EPP report concerning its 

membership, but added that Fidesz 

would welcome the document. 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, the 

leader of Fidesz, announced on 

March 20 last year that Fidesz would 

“unilaterally suspend its membership” 

until ad hoc committees of both 

Fidesz and the EPP complete their 

reports on the matter, Deutsch noted.

GOVT TO DOUBLE BORDER 
CONTROL TROOPS

The Hungarian government will 

double the number of soldiers 

patrolling the borders “in light of 

increasing migration pressure”, 

Szilárd Németh, state secretary at 

the defence ministry, told a press 

conference on Sunday. 

Németh spoke at the border police 

base at Madaras, in south-eastern 

Hungary, and said that last year, the 

number of illegal entrants had grown 

almost tenfold, to 3,299. He added that 

the authorities expected that number 

to grow further. 

Németh said that Hungarian soldiers 

had been patrolling the borders with 

police officers since 2015. 

Lieutenant general Gábor Böröndi, 

deputy commander of the Hungarian 

Army, said that the number of soldiers 

in the border control mission would 

increase from 50 to 100 on Monday. 

With auxiliary staff included, the move 

will bring the total number to 500, he 

said. He added that the measure would 

be in force “as long as necessary”.

DK CALLS PARLT CTTEE 
MEETING TO ADDRESS 
MATTER OF HUNGARIAN 
TROOPS IN IRAQ

The opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) has proposed a 

meeting of parliament’s defence 

committee to discuss whether 

Hungarian troops should be 

withdrawn from Iraq for security 

reasons in light of the recent killing 

of Iranian general Qassem Soleimani.

Committee member Ágnes Vadai 

(DK) noted in a statement on Sunday 

that NATO and the US had suspended 

training operations in Iraq after the 

Friday killing. The NATO-US mission 

includes 200 Hungarian troops, currently 

stationed in Erbil, she added. It is the 

government’s responsibility to ensure 

the lives of no Hungarian soldiers are 

put at risk, Vadai said in her statement, 

and demanded that Defence Minister 

Tibor Benkő should provide detailed 

information at the proposed session.

HUNGARY CONDEMNS 
ATTACK ON US EMBASSY 
IN BAGHDAD 

The Hungarian government has 

condemned a recent attack against 

the United States’ embassy in 

Baghdad, the foreign ministry said in 

a statement on Saturday. 

Enforcing the Vienna Convention 

on Diplomatic Relations is of key 

importance, the ministry said in 

its statement, and called on the 

government of Iraq to ensure the 

security of diplomatic missions on its 

territory as well as to investigate the 

attack immediately.

US President Donald Trump said on 

Twitter on Tuesday - a few hours after 

protestors tried to enter the embassy 

building - that “Iran will be held fully 

responsible” for the attack.

RÉTVÁRI HAILS GROWING 
NUMBER OF YOUNG 
STUDENTS, EMPLOYEES 

The number of young people studying 

or working has been constantly growing 

in Hungary, and the rate of improvement 

is much higher than the European 

average, Bence Rétvári, deputy leader of 

the co-ruling Christian Democrats, told 

MTI on Saturday, citing Eurostat figures. 

The ratio of Hungarians aged 15-29 

who neither study nor are employed 

was 17.7% in 2010 and has fallen to 

12.9% now, Rétvári said.


