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Deutsch told a press conference that Hungarian voters had tasked the government with preventing further migration to 

Europe and protecting Europe’s Christian way of life as well as Hungary’s national interests. He said the European Union 

should introduce a new rule banning the mandatory resettlement of migrants and requiring measures to bolster the bloc’s 

external borders. Asylum applications, he added, should be assessed beyond the external border and illegal immigrants 

returned to their country of origin. Deutsch said it was likely the government and Fidesz would come under harsh attack 

in the debate on such a regulation.

Meanwhile, on the topic of the next 2021-2027 EU budget, he called for a fair budget that took into consideration Hungarian 

citizens’ interests. The budget itself should be reduced only to the degree Brexit would affect it, and cohesion as well as 

farm and rural development funds should stay level with current funding, he said, adding that EU climate commitments 

needed new sources of funding.

Fidesz MEP Tamás Deutsch says the key task in 2020 is to put a halt to migration to Europe.

DEuTSCH CaLLS FOr HaLT TO MIGraTIOn

appointments of govt officials, 
diplomats announced 

Ban introduced for tourist buses, 
lorries to cross Chain Bridge

 
Day of Thomas Becket marked in 
Esztergom
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Buoy painted to commemorate the victims of a fatal Danube boating 
accident last year
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DEuTSCH CaLLS FOr 
COMMITMEnT TO 
EnLarGEMEnT

On the subject of EU enlargement, 

Tamás Deutsch, the head of the 

Fidesz-led governing alliance’s 

group of MEPs in Brussels, said 

accession talks with Serbia and 

Montenegro needed a clear target 

date. When it comes to North 

Macedonia and Albania, the recent 

decision to stymie accession talks 

should be resolved in the opposite 

direction, he added.

Meanwhile, Deutsch said a key task 

for Fidesz in Brussels was to protect 

Hungarian national interests, and 

he charged opposition MEPs with 

encouraging the mounting attacks 

against Hungary. “Without exception, 

they vote against the interests of the 

Hungarian people,” he said, adding 

that opposition MEPs had aided 

efforts in the European Parliament 

to launch the Article 7 procedure 

and other punitive measures against 

Hungary.

He insisted various parts of the 

Sargentini report had been revealed 

as a “tsunami of lies” during the 

course of the Article 7 procedure. 

The European Court of Justice, he 

said, had ruled that processing 

asylum applications in transit zones 

did not constitute detention, and a 

corruption watchdog had said that 

claims about graft in connection 

with public procurements had been 

unfounded.

Deutsch called for all parliamentary 

parties to become involved in drafting 

a law amendment ensuring that 

“totally crazy fake news” disappeared 

from various community sites.

In reply to a question about Fidesz’s 

place in the European People’s Party, 

Deutsch said Fidesz alone would 

decide which European party family 

it would belong to.

DK: InDEPEnDEnT 
THEaTrES ‘FIGHTInG FOr 
SurVIVaL’

Deputy Mayor of Budapest Erzsébet 

Gy Németh, who is a board member 

of the national opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK), said that independent 

theatres were fighting for their survival, 

as the government was intentionally 

keeping them in a state of uncertainty. 

Contradicting government resolutions 

have been published causing 

uncertainty as to whether the affected 

theatres would receive support for 

their operations, Gy Németh, who 

is in charge of cultural affairs, told a 

press conference. The government 

appeared to back off following protests 

in Budapest, but now it is continuing 

to pursue “retribution” against 

independent theatres in order to force 

them “to keep their mouths shut”, she 

added. “Budapest, however, is a free 

city and every effort will be made to 

amend the situation,” Gy Németh said. 

The city council is working on finding 

resources that can be allocated to 

independent theatres, and sponsors 

are also being sought, she added.

HunGary SEES rECOrD 
nuMBEr OF HEarT 
TranSPLanTS In 2019

Hungary’s two heart transplant centres 

performed a record 72 transplants 

last year, the National Blood Supply 

Service (OVSZ) said. Of the operations, 

64 were carried out at the Budapest 

Semmelweis University’s Heart and 

Vascular Centre and eight at the 

Gottsegen György National Cardiology 

Institute. Overall, 440 organ transplants 

were performed in Hungary last year, 

OVSZ said. Hospitals removed organs 

from 180 deceased patients for the 

purpose of transplant surgeries. A 

total of 543 organs were removed 

from patients who had been declared 

brain dead and 30 were removed 

from living organ donors. Altogether 

1,435 patients were waiting for organ 

transplants at the end of last year.

MInISTry: MOrE PEOPLE 
WITH DISaBILITIES HaVE 
JOBS

Thanks to government measures and 

job subsidies, the number of people 

with disabilities in employment has 

risen by more than 2.5 times since 

2010, the ministry of human resources 

said in a statement. Whereas ten years 

ago 60,000 people with disabilities had 

jobs, today that figure is 150,000. This 

year the government is subsidising 

companies that employ larger 

numbers of people with disabilities 

to the tune of 43.5 billion forints. 
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Businesses tend to be satisfied with 

the work of their disabled employees 

and willingness to employ them is 

increasing, according to surveys.

Meanwhile, the statement noted 

that the ministry is organising an 

international conference on January 17-

18 on how to expand the employment 

of people with disabilities.

CEnTraL GOVT runS 
DEFICIT OF 0.1%/GDP In 
Q1-Q3

Hungary’s central government ran a 

deficit of 41 billion forints in the first 

three quarters of 2019, equivalent to 

0.1% of GDP, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. The Q1-Q3 deficit 

in 2019 was 262 billion forints smaller 

compared with the same period in 

2018. The difference in balance is equal 

to 0.8 percentage points of GDP, KSH 

said.

OFFICIaL: nEW 
VOCaTIOnaL TraInInG 
TO BrIDGE GaP BETWEEn 
EDuCaTIOn, JOB MarKET

Vocational teachers have come 

around to the government’s 

measures aimed at bridging the 

gap between Hungary’s vocational 

training system and the needs of 

the job market, an innovation and 

technology ministry official said in 

an interview to Friday’s edition of 

the daily Magyar Nemzet. Under 

Hungary’s new, more flexible 

vocational training system modelled 

after an Austrian law, young people 

enrolled in vocational training 

programmes will have access to 

valuable scholarships and gain 

work experience, state secretary 

Tamás Schanda told the paper. The 

changes will also mean increased 

wages as well as more favourable 

and flexible working conditions for 

teachers, he added.


