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“Preservation of the natural world is the responsibility of us all,” Áder said, calling for a national consensus on the matter. 

He said that humanity suffers if nature suffers. “So it is not nature that must be overcome, but our own nature,” he added. 

Áder said that Hungary’s streams were drying up and native plant life was disappearing. Changes that affect our lives and 

future bear consequences for the Pannonian landscape, too, he said.

Passport-free travel across the world carries with it harmful effects, the president said. “We share our atmosphere and our 

waters flow together.” Áder quoted the Hungarian writers Sándor Petőfi, Miklós Radnóti, Magda Szabó and Sándor Kányádi 

to highlight the country’s beauty. “Will this landscape be the homeland in the future?” “Are we able to preserve it and pass 

it on as we found it?” Áder also questioned whether crops would have the same nutritious value and familiar flavour, and 

whether the current generation would waste its heritage of millions of years in the space of a single generation.

Healthy human life depends on the health and completeness of nature, President of 
the Republic János Áder said in his New Year’s greeting broadcast on public television.

ÁDEr: aLL rESPOnSIBLE FOr naTuraL WOrLD

Pressers on government plans for 2020
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A New Year’s Day dip in Lake Balaton
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SPOX: GOVT PrIOrITISES 
SECurITy, GrOWTH anD 
FaMILy SuPPOrT

The government will continue 

to prioritise security, preserving 

economic growth and family support 

in 2020, the government’s outgoing 

spokesman told at a press conference. 

István Hollik also said the government 

would continue to counteract efforts 

in the European Union to distribute 

migrants across the continent on the 

basis of a mandatory quota system, 

adding that Hungary’s border was 

still under mounting pressure. He 

added that the European economy 

had not properly recovered since 

the global crisis, and it was expected 

to slow down further this year and 

next. One of the government’s top 

priorities next year will be to protect 

the Hungarian economy and maintain 

its growth trajectory, he said, noting 

that the government is launching a 

new economic protection action plan 

accordingly.

Among measures to help 

households, Hollik noted the maternity 

allowance, which more than 60,000 

couples have utilised, the family home 

improvement allowance taken up by 

more than 120,000 families, and the 

family tax allowance. He noted that 

wages have increased for the sixth year 

in a row thanks to tax cuts and robust 

economic growth. The minimum wage 

has more than doubled since 2010, 

and will increase by 8% on Jan. 1. The 

spokesman noted that members of the 

armed forces and law enforcement are 

each receiving a bonus worth 500,000 

forints, and health-care employees will 

see their wages increase by 14% in Jan 

1. and by another 20% in November 

next year.

Meanwhile, answering a question 

about the Felcsút Football Academy 

drawing on EU funds, Hollik said 

EU funding is allocated based on 

individual competition bids, and 

opposition-led cities as well as football 

teams had equal opportunities to put 

forward proposals for funding.

On the topic of how subsidies for 

cultural activities are distributed, 

Hollik addressed criticism that the 

grants were handed out on an uneven 

playing field, noting that grants are 

given on a normative basis, through 

tenders and through individual grant 

applications.

Alexandra Szentkirályi, a former 

deputy mayor of Budapest, will replace 

Hollik from January.

GuLyÁS: 2022 ELECTIOn 
rESuLTS TO HInGE On 
GOVT aCHIEVEMEnT, 
COMMunICaTIOn

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office, said the 

Fidesz-Christian Democrat (KDNP) 

party alliance’s chances to win the 

2022 general election would hinge 

on the government’s achievements 

and not on their challengers in the 

election campaign. In an interview 

to the atv.hu website, Gulyás said the 

ruling parties need to show tangible 

achievements that Hungarians can 

perceive in everyday life and need 

to communicate those achievements 

clearly in order to garner the voters’ 

support. Gulyás said the last three 

elections had demonstrated that 

Fidesz-KDNP, and Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán, “know the spirit of 

the Hungarian nation better than 

anyone.” Orbán takes care to keep 

channels of communication open 

where he can get direct feedback 

from voters on specific government 

decisions, Gulyás said. All that 

makes it “unlikely that Fidesz would 

nominate anyone other than Orbán 

as prime minister in 2022,” he said. 

Speaking of Fidesz’s opponents, 

Gulyás called the leftist Democratic 

Coalition (DK) the strongest among 

opposition parties, adding, at the 

same time, that DK leader Ferenc 

Gyurcsány seems to have little 

support among young voters. Gulyás 

called Momentum, which saw an 

upswing during the EU parliamentary 

and local elections last year, “a 

reincarnation of the [now defunct 

liberal] SZDSZ party but with weaker 

intellectual capital and even weaker 

ties to their own homeland”.

Speaking of Fidesz’s membership 

in the European People’s Party in the 

European Parliament, Gulyás said 

that Fidesz’s staying or leaving the 

party family is a watershed for the 

EPP. “Without Fidesz and its European 

allies, the EPP will not be able to remain 

the Christian Democrat, centre-right, 

conservative alliance it was at its 

conception in the 1970s,” he said.
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FInMIn: nEW ECOnOMIC 
MEaSurES TO COME InTO 
EFFECT

New measures as part of the action 

plan to protect the economy, 

alongside targeted tax cuts, will come 

into effect in the New Year with a view 

to aiding families and businesses, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said. 

The tax on small businesses will be 

cut to 12%, reducing the burden 

on 45,000 Hungarian firms, Varga 

said in a video posted on Facebook. 

The government is suspending 

the tax on advertising by 2022 and 

this, he added, would contribute 

to the market’s expansion. VAT on 

accommodation is being cut from 

18% to 5%, resulting in 32 billion 

forints (EUR 96m) remaining in the 

pockets of tourism businesses. Tax 

administration is also being simplified, 

with four different contributions 

combined into a single tax, he said, 

adding that one type of tax will be 

abolished altogether. Households 

in villages and construction firms in 

rural areas will be helped thanks to a 

tax refund of up to 5 million forints 

for small settlements. Also, the 

government is raising 15 billion forints 

in capital so that businesses can more 

easily access cheaper investment 

loans, he said.

Varga said that in order to boost 

research in Hungary, R+D development 

support will be increased by 32 billion 

forints next year.

SZIJJÁrTÓ WELCOMES 
uKraInIan PrESIDEnT’S 
nEW yEar’S GrEETInGS

The Hungarian government has a 

vested interest in restoring good-

neighbourly relations with Ukraine, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said, 

reacting to Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelensky greeting 

Ukraine’s ethnic communities, 

including the Hungarian, in their 

mother tongue. Restoring good-

neighbourly relations would lie in 

the interest of both countries and 

the ethnic Hungarian community 

in Ukraine’s Transcarpathia region, 

he said. Calling Zelensky’s gesture 

“important and fine”, Szijjártó said 

that hopefully “his words would soon 

be followed by actions”, and that the 

Ukrainian parliament would amend 

the laws on education and the use of 

minority languages so as to restore 

the rights of ethnic Hungarians 

in Transcarpathia. The Hungarian 

government is prepared to hold a 

high-level dialogue and continue to 

give Ukraine every possible assistance 

in its quest to develop more rapidly, 

Szijjártó said.

TaX BurDEn TO DECrEaSE 
FurTHEr

The government has managed to 

simultaneously reduce the tax burden 

while increasing revenues this year, 

and this additional money is being 

ploughed into new measures under 

the family protection action plan as 

well providing coverage for new tax 

cuts, a finance ministry official has said 

in an interview.

András Tállai, parliamentary state 

secretary of the finance ministry, told 

the daily Magyar Nemzet that the 

government is already working out the 

details of a second economic action 

plan, including measures to further 

reduce the tax burden. By the end of 

November, revenue from corporate 

and excise taxes, VAT, personal income 

tax and social contributions increased 

by 1,300 billion forints (EUR 3.9bn) from 

the same period last year, with an extra 

500 billion forints from VAT alone and 

200 billion forints from PIT. This is all 

thanks to a combination of vigorous 

economic growth, tax cuts and the 

dismantling of the shadow economy, 

he said. Tax cuts have helped in getting 

more people into legal jobs with 

higher salaries, Tállai said. This leads 

to more taxpayers paying smaller 

taxes that contribute to bigger overall 

revenue, he noted.


