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Support for families is crucial for a nation’s survival, Orbán said in an interview with the daily Magyar Nemzet, adding that 

“if a nation is unable to sustain itself biologically, it will not be capable of preserving its cultural and spiritual community, 

and will disappear”. The government’s programmes have helped some 500,000 people to own a home, and Hungarian 

families have been able to save a total of 2,250 billion forints (EUR 6.8bn) through support schemes between 2011 and 

2019, he said. Hungary has “Europe’s most comprehensive family support system” including a proportionate income tax, 

extensive home buying plans, incentives for young mothers to take up employment, as well as programmes to build 

kindergartens and crèches, Orbán said. 

The prime minister also argued that paying the price of climate protection is a responsibility mainly of the “richest states and 

largest international companies”. “We cannot accept their raising fuel and food prices citing climate protection, exacting 

another ransom from Hungarian families,” he said.  

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said that the government’s family protection action plan 
offers “unprecedented support to Hungarians, an opportunity to plan for their future”.

Pm: GOVT PrOTecTION PLAN bOOST FOr FAmILIeS
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Starlink satellites photographed with long exposition time near Salgótarján, 
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OrbÁN: 2020 TO be 
‘DIFFIcULT YeAr’ FOr 
eUrOPe

Orbán said that 2020 would be a 

difficult year for Europe, adding 

that Brussels had made “two grave 

mistakes: it allowed migrants in and 

mismanaged Europe’s economic 

policy”. He argued that the EU’s 

competitiveness was continuing to 

deteriorate as was the performance 

of the euro zone. Meanwhile, central 

Europe has become the “engine” 

behind the bloc’s economic growth. 

Hungary needs to protect its 

achievements, he said, adding that 

it would require “a comprehensive 

economy protection action plan”. 

The national economy needs “skills, 

technology and industries which can 

ensure not only jobs but high profits 

in the long run,” Orbán said. 

Concerning migration, Orbán said 

it would “remain the most important 

issue for Europe” for the coming 

decades and determine Europe’s 

policies and interstate relations. In 

Western countries, “which allowed 

migrants to enter, the Muslim 

population has grown every year, 

while there are fewer Christians”, 

Orbán said. “Pro-migration countries 

will not accept that Hungary refuses 

to follow suit and they exert increasing 

pressure,” he said. He also cautioned 

that a “naturally fluctuating” migration 

pressure was again on the rise. He 

insisted that if Hungary had not 

built its border fence “the country 

would again be flooded by masses 

of migrants”. “Meanwhile, Brussels 

persistently attacks Hungary’s border 

protection rules and does not send a 

single cent” to contribute to Hungary’s 

border protection costs, Orbán said. 

Concerning the new European 

Commission, Orbán said that his 

government would support and 

cooperate with Europe’s institutions. 

Answering a question about the 

government’s fight against poverty, 

Orbán said that the number of people 

living in deep poverty had decreased 

by two-thirds since 2010. 

mINISTrY: GOVT TO 
DrAW UP 2ND ecONOmY 
PrOTecTION AcTION PLAN 
NeXT YeAr

Given the slowdown of the European 

Union’s economy and the risks to 

global economic growth, the Finance 

Ministry will draw up a second 

economy protection action plan in the 

first half of next year, a ministry official 

said over the weekend. Addressing a 

press conference, state secretary Péter 

Benő Banai highlighted the reduction 

of the tax burdens on businesses with 

a view to preserving high employment 

as the primary goal of the new action 

plan.

Additionally, the ministry will draw 

up a number of medium and long-

term measures to improve Hungary’s 

business environment, education, 

training, employment as well as the 

conditions for parenthood, Banai 

said. He said the decision to adopt 

the next action plan was also backed 

up by the achievements of the 

economy protection scheme put in 

place this year. Among the measures 

contained in the 2019 action plan, 

Banai noted the reduction of the social 

contribution tax, the changes made to 

the development tax allowance and 

the decision to scrap rules requiring 

some companies to pre-pay their taxes 

in instalments. The state secretary said 

he expects the economy protection 

action plan to give a similar boost to 

next year’s economic growth as this 

year’s measures had given to the 2019 

growth rate. 

SZIJJÁrTÓ: TUrKSTreAm 
TO STreNGTHeN 
HUNGArY eNerGY 
SecUrITY

The TurkStream natural gas pipeline 

will strengthen Hungary’s energy 

security because it will enable Hungary 

to buy gas transported on a new 

route, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said. The completion of construction 

of a 403 km stretch in Serbia was 

announced on Wednesday morning. 

In a statement issued by the foreign 

ministry, Szijjártó welcomed the 

announcement, saying that Hungary 

was taking preparatory steps for 

the project in line with plans. Only a 

Bulgarian guarantee on the quality of 

gas supplied is still pending, he added. 

Western criticism of the project is 

“completely baseless” considering 

that three of the four states that the 

new gas pipeline will cross are NATO 
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members, he said. Starting from 2021, 

Hungary expects to receive an annual 

9.8 billion cubic metres of gas through 

TurkStream, Szijjártó said.

PINTÉr: ArmeD FOrceS 
reGULArS TO receIVe 
HUF 500,000 bONUS

Regulars of the Hungarian armed 

forces will receive gross 500,000 forints 

(EUR 1,500) in year’s end bonuses, the 

interior minister said. Sándor Pintér 

told a press conference that the 

government’s aim was to recognise 

the dedication of those working for 

the armed forces and thank them 

for their efforts to boost Hungary’s 

security in a way that reflects the 

increase in the country’s economic 

capabilities. The prime minister has 

instructed the national security 

cabinet to also work out additional 

allowances, he said. In line with one 

of the proposals, all regular staff will 

be entitled to six months’ pay every 

three years from 2020, he added. Pintér 

said the activities of Hungary’s armed 

forces and law enforcement staff were 

the basic guarantees to the peace and 

security of the country.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY 
AmONG WINNerS OF NeW 
erA IN GLObAL ecONOmY

Hungary’s economy is undergoing a 

dimensional shift which has clearly 

placed the country among the 

winners in a new era of the global 

economy, the foreign affairs and trade 

minister said over the weekend. “The 

Hungarian economy has seen record 

investments this year thanks to the 

country’s consistently high-performing 

workforce, Europe’s lowest tax rates and 

a new support scheme,” Péter Szijjártó 

told MTI. Over the first 11 months of 

the year, the economy benefitted 

from 1,540 billion forints’ (EUR 4.7bn) 

worth of investments, the minister said, 

noting that this was already more than 

the total value of last year’s investments. 

The average gross monthly wage 

linked to jobs created as a result of the 

government’s investment promotion 

scheme was 457,000 forints in the first 

11 months of the year compared with 

last year’s 420,000 forints, he said.

Szijjártó said Hungary had become 

a hub of the electric vehicle industry 

with the sector’s leading South Korean 

firms establishing bases in the country. 

The world’s largest electric vehicle 

battery plant and supplier network 

are being built in Hungary, he said, 

adding that the country was poised 

for success in the new era of the global 

auto industry. As regards Hungary’s 

top economic partners, the minister 

said that for the first time in five years, 

South Korea, and not Germany, will be 

Hungary’s largest foreign investor in 

2019.

LmP TO INITIATe 
bAN ON FIreWOrKS, 
PYrOTecHNIcS

Green opposition LMP said it will 

submit to parliament an amendment 

proposal that would ban the use 

of fireworks and pyrotechnics. In a 

statement, LMP co-leaders Erzsébet 

Schmuck and János Kendernay cited 

health risks and animal safety concerns 

as the reason for their proposal. They 

argued that pyrotechnics often cause 

fires, resulting in financial damage and 

health problems. Meanwhile, pets 

are prone to going into shock from 

the noises and bright lights of the 

fireworks, causing them to run away 

or even die, they added. Schmuck 

and Kendernay said pyrotechnics 

also contribute to the deterioration 

of air quality. Meanwhile, the Orpheus 

Animal Protection Association has 

also called for a ban on the use of 

pyrotechnics on New Year’s Eve.

UJHeLYI: cONSUmer 
PrOTecTION AcTION PLAN 
DrAFTeD FOr LOW-cOST 
AIr PASSeNGerS

A draft action plan for the protection of 

consumer rights tailored for low-cost 

air passengers has been completed 

after a lengthy coordination process, 

MEP István Ujhelyi, of the opposition 

Socialists, said. Ujhelyi, who had 

initiated the proposal, said he had 

submitted the document to European 

Commissioner for Transport Adina 

Valean. “It is important that minimum 

expectations should in the future 

apply not only to low-cost airlines 

but also to conventional services,” he 

said. “The low-cost business model 

is a welcome development but 

scandals in the recent period have 

made it necessary to prepare a ‘code 
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of ethics’ for consumer protection,” 

he added. The package submitted to 

the commissioner covers issues such 

as the smooth transfer of bookings, 

ways to effectively inform travellers 

about changes to flights and providing 

drinking water to passengers onboard 

in case of delays in departure, he said. 

It also proposes that airlines should not 

be allowed to charge premium rates 

for customer service by telephone 

and they should be obliged to transfer 

compensation within thirty days in the 

cases of justified claims, he added. 

Ujhelyi expressed hope that the code 

of ethics could become legislation in 

the future and it could be expanded 

to apply to the whole of a new and 

sustainable “ecosystem of air transport” 

currently under formation.

mINISTrY: ALmOST 
100,000 APPLIcATIONS 
receIVeD FOr NeW 
FAmILY SUbSIDIeS

Almost 100,000 families have applied 

for some kind of subsidy provided via 

the government’s family protection 

action plan since it was launched 

on July 1, the Ministry of Human 

Resources said. Most of the applicants 

are interested in availing of the state-

subsidised prenatal baby support loan 

or a grant to buy a car, the ministry 

said in a statement, adding that the 

action plan’s housing subsidies were 

also popular. Some 60,000 couples 

have applied for state-subsidised 

prenatal baby support loans, it said, 

adding that 46,000 couples had 

already signed their loan contracts. 

Some 23,000 families have applied 

for grants to buy a car and close to 8 

billion forints have been paid out to 

winning applicants, the ministry said. 

Almost 15,000 families have availed 

of the government’s various housing 

subsidies, the statement added. From 

Jan. 1, the government will launch a 

programme to allow grandparents to 

take over their children’s child-leave, 

and exempt mothers with at least four 

children from personal income tax, the 

ministry noted.

OrTHODOX cHUrcH TO be 
bUILT IN HÉVÍZ

The cornerstone of a new church to 

be built by the Hungarian Diocese 

of the Russian Orthodox Church was 

laid in Hévíz, in western Hungary, over 

the weekend. Hévíz Mayor Gábor 

Papp told MTI that the Orthodox 

church named in honour of The 

Life Giving Spring of the Mother of 

God icon would be built at costs of 

400 million forints. The Hungarian 

government in 2017 allocated 2.4 

billion forints (EUR 7.25m) for the 

revamp of three Orthodox churches 

and the construction of a new church, 

he said. The latter will be built in 

Hévíz because of the high number of 

Russian-speaking Orthodox residents 

and Russian and Ukrainian tourists 

attracted by the spa town, he added. 

The Hungarian Diocese of the Russian 

Orthodox Church has been celebrating 

masses in the town for many years, he 

said. The 12-metre tall building with a 

characteristic onion dome is planned 

to be built in one year, he added.

GOVT OFFIcIAL: HUNGArY 
FAmILY POLIcY HOLDS 
‘eNOrmOUS POTeNTIAL’

Hungary’s family policy “holds enormous 

potential”, Katalin Novák, the state 

secretary for youth and family affairs, said 

in an interview to Saturday’s edition of 

the daily Magyar Hírlap. There are about 

150,000 couples in Hungary who want to 

have children but cannot due to health 

reasons, Novák told the paper. The 

government has therefore made it a 

goal to help couples facing infertility, she 

added. Measures enacted in this sector 

have included raising subsidies allocated 

to infertility drugs and the government 

plans to expand the range of subsidised 

drugs and medical examinations relating 

to the problem, she said. The state 

secretary also noted that from January, 

mothers with at least four children will be 

exempt from personal income tax under 

the next phase of the government’s 

family protection action plan. In addition, 

grandparents will also be eligible for a 

child-care fee, she noted. Novák also said 

that the government will draft a child 

protection action plan next year.

rUSSIAN mUSIcIAN DIeS 
IN SUSPecTeD bUDAPeST 
reNTAL FLAT GAS LeAK

A young Russian pianist was found 

dead in the bathroom of a Budapest 

vacation rental flat following a 

suspected gas leak, public news 
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channel M1 reported. Authorities 

suspect Elina Valiyeva, 27, died due 

to gas poisoning from a faulty gas 

heater. The owner of the 13th district 

flat declined to comment to M1 on the 

incident. A spokesman for the National 

Ambulance Service said paramedics 

had fought hard to save Valiyeva 

but were unsuccessful. Meanwhile, 

a man had to be hospitalised with 

not life-threatening gas poisoning, 

Pál Győrfi said. The Budapest Police 

Headquarters has ruled out the 

possibility of foul play, M1 said.

HUNGArY HOLIDAY reTAIL 
SALeS ON TrAcK TO HIT 
NeW recOrD

Holiday retail sales in Hungary are 

set to reach a new record, exceeding 

1,200 billion forints (EUR 3.6bn), with 

over 100 billion forints spent on gifts, 

the head of the National Commerce 

Association (OKSZ) said. Both online 

and brick-and-mortar retailers 

exceeded their sales projections at 

the end of the year, György Vámos 

told public news channel M1. The 

most popular gift items this holiday 

season again included electronics, 

toys, books, cosmetics and clothing, he 

said, adding that shoppers had spent 

tens of billions of forints on electronics 

items. Food products accounted for 

the majority of retail sales, with food 

sales reaching more than 500 billion 

forints in December, Vámos said.

bUDAPeST AIrPOrT 
PASSeNGer NUmberS 
PASS 16 m mArK

The number of passengers at 

Budapest’s Liszt Ferenc International 

Airport has passed the 16 million 

mark, the airport’s operator said. The 

airport’s passenger numbers matched 

last year’s record 14.9 million people by 

the end of November, with this year’s 

passenger growth again exceeding the 

European average, Budapest Airport 

told MTI. The operator attributed the 

record figures to Budapest’s tourist 

appeal, the airport’s expanding 

network of flights and the arrival of 

new carriers.

The number of destinations 

directly accessible from Liszt Ferenc 

International has grown by 16% this 

year, with passengers having the 

option of choosing from almost 

200 different flight routes, Budapest 

Airport said. A total of 33 new flights 

were launched this year alone, with a 

further 16 set to be launched next year, 

it added. Liszt Ferenc has also seen a 

significant increase in the number of 

long-haul flights it offers. Its current 

slate of direct long-haul destinations 

includes Beijing, Chicago, Doha, Dubai, 

New York, Philadelphia, Shanghai, 

Seoul and Toronto, with Chengdu, 

Chongqing and Sanya to be added in 

the near future.

FOreIGN NATIONALS 
ArreSTeD FOr 
TrAVeLLING WITH FAKe 
DOcUmeNTS

Two Albanian and one Ukrainian 

national were arrested in Debrecen, 

in eastern Hungary, for attempting 

to leave Hungary with fake IDs, 

the Hajdú-Bihar County police 

headquarters said on its website. 

The three men, who were looking to 

travel to London from the Debrecen 

airport, were caught when they 

handed over fake Romanian IDs to 

the authorities. They were taken into 

custody and police have launched 

criminal proceedings against them 

on suspicion of forgery of public 

documents.


