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Tristan Azbej told journalists in Budapest that Christians face persecution in many countries to the east and south of Hungary, 

adding that “in the West we’re seeing displays of anti-Christianity”.

Azbej insisted that even Christmas was coming under attack in the West through “anti-Christian processes”. In Germany, 

he said, anti-Christian sentiment was manifested in the burning of Christian songbooks, while in France it is expressed in 

regular attacks on churches and vandalising Christian symbols.

The state secretary said Christianity was the most persecuted religion in the world with more than 250 million Christians 

facing regular discrimination or persecution. Last year, several thousand people were killed for their faith, Azbej said, adding 

that these statistics were not getting enough attention.

The Hungarian government, by contrast, is committed to protecting and strengthening Christian culture throughout the 

world, he said, adding that hopefully Europe would also realise the importance of this in due time.

Christianity and Christmas “are under attack worldwide” but the Hungarian 
government is committed to protecting Christian culture, the state secretary 
responsible for aid to persecuted Christians said.

OFFIcIAL: GOVT cOmmITTeD TO PrOTecTING 
cHrISTIAN cULTUre
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Hanukkah marked in Budapest
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FIrST DAY OF HANUKKAH 
mArKeD

At Hanukkah, Hungary’s Jewish 

community remembers that “if we 

are strong enough in our identity and 

certain enough in our faith, we can 

even win when we’re outnumbered,” 

the chief rabbi of the Unified 

Hungarian Jewish Congregation (EMIH) 

said on Sunday, the first day of the 

Jewish holiday Hanukkah. The message 

of Hanukkah is that “we can only 

preserve and celebrate our values and 

identity if we live them through our 

actions,” Slomó Köves said, lighting the 

first candle for the eight-day holiday in 

Budapest’s Nyugati Square. Budapest 

Deputy Mayor Kata Tüttő said the 

capital was proud of its diversity and 

the strength it represents. “Let the 

flames of Hanukkah demonstrate 

Budapest’s acceptance and solidarity 

and that it is the city of knowledge and 

freedom,” she added. The celebration 

of Hanukkah -- the Festival of Light -- 

goes back to the Jewish retaking of the 

Temple of Jerusalem from the Greeks 

in 165 BC.

bUDAPeST POLIce ArreST 
SYrIAN mAN OVer 
ASSAULT

Police have arrested a Syrian national 

who assaulted a woman in central 

Budapest over the weekend, 

Budapest police said. The man, aged 

25, approached the victim in her 

car parked on Andrássy Avenue on 

Saturday afternoon. He opened the 

driver’s side door and kicked the victim 

before forcing himself into the car. He 

then started yelling first in English and 

then in Arabic at the woman, who in 

panic got out and ran away seeking 

help. The man, however, caught 

up to her, punched her in the face 

several times and grabbed her mobile 

phone. He also punched a pedestrian 

who tried to help the woman. Police 

caught the man within 30 minutes 

and established that according to 

his documents he had been granted 

asylum in Germany.

The Budapest chief prosecutor’s 

office said in a statement that it has 

ordered the man’s pre-trial detention, 

citing the circumstances of the crime 

and a flight-risk.

OPUS SIGNS cONTrAcT 
ON SALe OF mÁTrA 
POWer PLANT TO mVm

Listed holding company Opus Global 

said it had signed a contract on the 

sale of its 72.66% stake in Mátra Power 

Plant, Hungary’s second-biggest 

power plant, to the state-owned 

Hungarian Electricity Works (MVM). 

Opus noted that the transaction 

still requires the regulatory approval 

of Hungarian and European Union 

authorities. Pending their decision 

the transaction could be concluded 

in the first quarter of 2020. Opus has 

informed its investors that in the 

future the company wants to focus 

more on energy production from 

renewable resources, on power 

distribution networks and energy 

trading when expanding its portfolio. 

Opus Global signed a memorandum 

of understanding on the sale of its 

stake in Mátra Power Plant to MVM on 

November 20. Opus partnered with 

Czech utility company EPH to acquire 

the 72.66% stake from Germany’s RWE 

and EnBW in the spring of 2018. Opus 

agreed to buy out its Czech partner’s 

stake in the power plant company days 

later.

HUNGArY OcTOber 
TrADe SUrPLUS reVISeD 
DOWN TO eUr 479 m

Hungary’s October trade surplus was 

revised down to 479 million euros in a 

second reading of data released by the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH).

In the first reading, published 

on December 9, KSH had put the 

October surplus at 514 million euros. 

Revised figures show imports rose 

by an annual 4.15 in value terms to 

9.616 billion euros. Exports were 

up 6.8% at 10.09 billion euros. In 

volume terms imports rose by 7.1% 

and exports rose by an annual 

8.0%. Trade with other European 

Union member states accounted 

for 80% of Hungary’s exports and 

74% of imports. In January-October 

Hungary’s trade surplus reached 

4.366 billion euros, down from 4.698 

billion euros on the same period a 

year earlier.


