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Under the bill, local councils will still be free to decide whether or not they want to operate their own theatres, the ministry 

said. If they choose to run a theatre, they will also have to determine whether it should be entirely locally funded or operated 

under a mixed funding scheme involving both the state and the local council, it added. “This will create clear conditions,” 

the ministry said. “The upkeep of the theatre will be the full responsibility of its manager.” Local council-run theatres will 

be financed from the local council’s budget, state theatres from the state budget and theatres with a mixed operating 

structure will be financed by both entities, it added.

As regards a sexual harassment scandal at Budapest’s Katona József Theatre, which involved acclaimed stage and film 

director Péter Gothár, the ministry said there would have to be consequences regarding the affair. Meanwhile, it said the 

opposition’s “attempts to provoke uproar” over the bill was built on “the usual concocting of fake news”. 

The new culture bill before parliament will create “crystal clear and predictable” 
conditions around the funding and operation of theatres, the Ministry of Human 
Resources has said.

CBANK PRESSER ON 2019 GROWTH REPORT

EU affairs ministers meet in Brussels

Plenary session of parliament

Stats office releases Nov inflation data

President Áder visits KFOR command 
HQ, camp in Kosovo 

Cbank presser on 2019 growth report
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Economist Gergely Fáth, Attila Molnár, priest of Somogyharsági, and their 
racing car ahead of next year’s Budapest-Bamako Rally
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REPORTS THEATRES TO 
CLOSE DOWN ‘LIES’

The human resources ministry 

slammed reports that Budapest’s 

theatres would have to close down 

as “lies”, arguing that the municipal 

council would be free to operate and 

finance its own theatres. A theatre 

owned by the municipal council would 

only have to close if the municipal 

assembly decided it no longer wanted 

to operate it, the ministry insisted.

Meanwhile, Attila Vidnyánszky, 

the director of Budapest’s National 

Theatre, said the new legislation on 

theatres would handle the decades-

long problems of the sector, including 

discrepancies in funding, in a 

democratic manner. Under the new 

legislation, theatres could choose to 

be financed wholly by the state, by 

the local government or jointly by the 

two, he noted, adding that the current 

system was “unfair” as the Budapest 

municipality gave 20% less funding 

on average to the city’s theatres than 

other local governments. There are 

discrepancies between other cities’ 

practices too, he said. Almost 80% 

of theatres’ funding comes from the 

human resources ministry while the 

body has no say in their internal affairs, 

he said. Vidnyánszky said the ministry 

expects transparency from the 

theatres “but I wouldn’t be frightened 

even if [the ministry] was to name its 

priorities regarding topics ... Why not? 

The point of cultural policy is to outline 

the values it stands for.” Vidnyánszky 

added that the freedom of theatres 

should remain intact.

Last Friday, government spokesman 

István Hollik told a press conference 

that a sexual harrassment scandal at 

Budapest’s Katona József Theatre, 

which involved acclaimed stage 

director Péter Gothár, has shone a 

light on the flaws of current funding 

and operating regulations. The 

government sees it “unacceptable” 

that it can only take part in funding 

but have no say in operational matters, 

he said. Under current legislation, the 

government cannot fire the theatre’s 

head, Gábor Máté, even though such 

a case would warrant it, Hollik said. 

The government will not cut cultural 

funding or slash any other resources 

of the sector, he added. The National 

Culture Fund will not be scrapped but 

renewed and improved, he said.

LMP: GOVT MOUNTING 
ATTACK ON CULTURAL 
FREEDOM

The government’s new package of 

laws on cultural activity is an attack 

on cultural freedom, the opposition 

LMP party said on Monday. LMP is 

turning to the general ombudsman 

with its complaint that the government 

is attempting to make cultural 

institutions dependent on local 

authority funding, among other 

restrictive measures, party lawmakers 

Antal Csárdi and Péter Ungár told a 

news conference. The ombudsman 

hopefully would then refer the matter 

to the Constitutional Court, he said. 

Csárdi said the ruling Fidesz party 

had not managed to swallow its poor 

showing in the municipal election, 

so it was submitting a bill that would 

burden local councils with a knock-on 

effect on cultural life.

Ungár decried the fast-tracked 

legislative procedure that allows fully 

three days to consider the bill. He 

added that even leaders of “Fidesz 

cultural institutions” were not aware 

of what was going on or for what 

reason. Ungár said the bill, if passed, 

would violate the constitutional rights 

relating to public education and artistic 

freedom. LMP has appealed to the 

general public to take part in Monday 

evening’s demonstration in Budapest 

to protest the bill.

LIBERAL BŐSZ JOINS DK 
PARLT GROUP

Anett Bősz, the leader of the Liberal 

Party who sat in parliament as 

an independent, is joining the 

parliamentary group of the leftist 

Democratic Coalition (DK). At a press 

conference held jointly by Bősz, DK 

deputy group leader Ágnes Vadai and 

other party officials, Vadai said Bősz 

is joining the parliamentary group 

because her way of thinking was in 

line with that of DK and also because 

“we have room for many democratic 

schools of thought”. Bősz said the 

results of the October local elections 

showed that the “dismantling of the 

[government’s] system of national 

cooperation” was under way. She 

said the government was trying to 
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hinder the opposition at every turn 

now that they were real opponents, 

she said. The opposition has closed 

ranks, she said, adding that its unity 

was unshakable.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU NEW 
AFRICA STRATEGY 
SHOULD NOT INSTIGATE 
MIGRATION 

Hungary’s expectation from the 

European Union’s new Africa strategy 

currently being drafted is that it should 

focus on economic development 

and improving security instead of 

instigating new waves of migration, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

on Monday during the break of an EU 

foreign ministers’ meeting. The aim of 

the new strategy is to boost the ability 

of African countries to retain their 

population in a way that keeps pace 

with population growth, Szijjártó told 

the press. If the strategy fails to work, 

new waves of migrants will leave Africa, 

he added. Some EU countries consider 

migration to be a positive trend, 

believing migrants may be the solution 

to their economic or demographic 

woes, he said. “Hungary’s opinion 

is that the common Africa strategy 

must not serve a means or a point of 

reference for certain member countries 

to force their will on the whole of the 

EU,” he said.

Szijjártó said Hungary focused 

on economic development and 

improving living conditions, having 

raised its funding for economic 

development schemes in Africa five-

fold in a single year. Hungary spent 

1.3 billion US dollars in 2017 and 

6.9 billion last year on food, health, 

irrigation, and water management 

in the countries concerned, he said. 

Hungary provides scholarships to 1,710 

African students, and this year it has 

opened up opportunities to a further 

905 students, he added.

On the subject of possible new EU 

sanctions regarding human rights on 

the agenda of the EU Foreign Affairs 

Council, Szijjártó said interference in 

the domestic affairs of other countries 

was being dressed up as a human 

rights issue, adding that rights should 

be a legal consideration not a political 

one.  The new European Commission, 

he said, should take into consideration 

all categories of human rights, 

including those of national minorities 

and those persecuted for their religion, 

including Christians. Regarding the 

proposal for a new sanctions regime, 

the minister said Hungary was ready 

to discuss the text, but EU sanctions 

affected different member states in 

different ways and to different degrees. 

Any application of “double standards 

under the guise of solidarity is an 

attack on central European countries 

in the face of migration challenges,” 

he said, adding that even though 

Russia, for example, has come 

under economic sanctions, last year 

Germany increased its trade there by 

56%, France by 40% and Italy by 37%. 

Hungary, by contrast, has lost 8.5 billion 

US dollars in export opportunities, he 

added, urging the establishment of 

a compensation mechanism when 

establishing the legal background for 

a new sanctions regime.

KÁSLER, CROATIAN 
COUNTERPART SIGN 
CULTURAL COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT

Resources Minister Miklós Kásler 

discussed ways to strengthen 

Hungarian-Croatian cultural relations 

with Minister of Culture Nina Obuljen 

Koržinek and signed an agreement 

on Hungarian-Croatian cultural 

cooperation. The ministers agreed 

that bilateral cultural relations were 

developing fast in the recent period in 

the areas of performing arts, heritage 

protection and the cultural education 

of ethnic minorities, Kásler told a joint 

press conference after the meeting. 

The new agreement expands a 

previous document on cooperation, he 

said. Kásler added that Croatia would 

take over the rotating presidency of 

the European Union from January next 

year and several joint events would 

be held during the presidency. A new 

area of cooperation will be archeology 

which will involve using state-of-

the-art technologies for instance in 

archeogenetics, he said.

Obuljen Koržinek thanked Hungary 

for excellent cooperation in the 

protection and promotion of cultural 

events for national minorities in both 

Croatia and Hungary. She cited the 

Croatian National Theatre of Pécs, in 

southern Hungary, as an example. She 

added that during Croatia’s presidency 

the Várkert Bazár in Budapest will 
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host an exhibition of Croatian painter 

Miroslav Kraljević in March and the 

Hungarian National Museum will show 

an exhibition on Hungarian-Croatian 

fine art heritage in the 12th-20th 

centuries. Kásler also met Minister of 

Public Administration Ivan Malenica 

during his visit.

HORVÁTH: HUNGARIAN 
CHILDREN’S VACCINATION 
COVERAGE HIGHEST IN 
EUROPE

The coverage rate of childhood 

vaccination in Hungary is the highest 

in the European Union, Ildikó Horváth, 

Hungary’s state secretary for health 

care, said. Speaking of the European 

Commission’s recently published State 

of Health in the EU in 2019 report, 

Horváth noted that Hungarians’ 

general state of health, life expectancy 

and healthy life years are improving 

faster than the EU average. Horváth 

noted that diseases such as influenza 

are important factors in individual life 

expectancy and called on citizens to 

have themselves vaccinated before 

the disease reaches epidemic levels, 

probably in January.

HUNGARY TRADE SURPLUS 
AT EUR 514 M IN OCTOBER

Hungary had a 514 million euro 

trade surplus in October, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said in a first 

reading of data. The surplus was up 300 

million euros from the same month a 

year earlier. Exports rose by an annual 

6.7% to 10.086 billion euros. Imports 

were up 3.6% at 9.572 billion euros. 

Trade with other European Union 

member states accounted for about 

80% of exports and 74% of imports. For 

the period January-October, exports 

were up 4.8% annually at 91.980 billion 

euros and imports rose 5.5% to 87.578 

billion euros. The trade surplus for the 

period stood at 4.402 billion euros, 

narrowing by 296 million euros from 

the same period a year earlier. KSH 

will publish a second reading of the 

October data on December 23.

JAN-NOV BUDGET DEFICIT 
REACHES 76.7% OF FULL-
YEAR TARGET

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, ran a 766.3 

billion forint (EUR 2.3bn) deficit at the 

end of November, reaching 76.7% 

of the 998.4 billion forint full-year 

target, the Finance Ministry said. The 

central budget ran a 659.5 billion forint 

deficit in the first eleven months, while 

separate state funds were 78.5 billion 

in the black and the social insurance 

funds were 185.3 billion in the red. 

Alone in the month of November, the 

general government ran a 190.9 billion 

forint deficit.

W HUNGARY SELF-
DRIVING TEST TRACK, AVL 
SET UP JOINT VENTURE

ZalaZone, Hungary’s new test track 

for self-driving vehicles in the western 

city of Zalaegerszeg, has set up a joint 

venture with Austrian engineering 

company AVL with a view to ensuring 

the track’s financial sustainability, 

the innovation and technology 

minister said in Zalaegerszeg. AVL-

ZalaZone will be responsible for 

running the business side of the test 

track, including marketing, business 

development and ensuring the 

conditions necessary for conducting 

the tests, László Palkovics said. AVL 

Hungary has a 74% stake in the joint 

venture set up last month, with the 

remaining 26% owned by Autóipari 

Próbapálya Zala Kft, the project 

company behind the track, he 

added. The joint venture will also be 

responsible for putting together the 

testing price offers and client contracts, 

Palkovics said. He added, at the same 

time, that testing services offered for 

companies and the research-oriented 

use of the track would continue to be 

managed by Autóipari Próbapálya Zala.

MAGNUS SUBSIDIARY 
TAKES ORDER FOR 100 IL-
103 AIRCRAFT 

Aviation Engineering, the subsidiary 

of Hungary’s Magnus Aircraft, has 

received orders for the first 100 Il-103 

aircraft, worth 30 million US dollars, 

to be made at Magnus’s aircraft plant 

in Pécs (SW Hungary), due to be 

operating at full capacity from early 

next year, the company told MTI. 

Magnus announced in August that 

Aviation Engineering had entered into 

an agreement with Russia’s UAC about 

becoming the sole manufacturer 
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and distributor of their Il-103 aircraft. 

Magnus then said the agreement will 

provide a great opportunity for the 

company as it will also allow Magnus 

to export to Russia the composite 

components made in Pécs as well as 

its two-seater Fusion aircraft line.

Magnus noted that the main area of 

utilisation for the Russian aircraft is pilot 

training, adding that they also expect 

to see high demand for the aircraft in 

leisure and business use.

The Il-103 four-seater plane was 

developed by the Ilyushin Design 

Bureau in the nineties. Magnus said 

the structure of the aircraft is currently 

made of metal but an upgrade of the 

entire aircraft will be started from 

next year, including redesigning it to 

a composite structure.

EST MEDIA TO ACQUIRE 
MAJORITY IN FIRM ACTIVE 
IN SECURITY TECHNOLOGY

Listed company EST MEDIA said 

Monday it made an indicative purchase 

offer for the 51% of Communications 

Technologies, and the owners of the 

latter company accepted the offer on 

Monday. EST MEDIA said it will decide 

on making a mandatory purchase 

offer pending the outcome of a due 

diligence study it will now carry out 

at Communications Technologies, 

which is offering front-rank security 

technology and forensic solutions and 

related services. Its biggest customers 

are the National Police headquarters 

(ORFK) and the Hungarian Prison 

Service (BVOP) headquarters under 

several-year contracts, EST MEDIA said. 

Communications Technologies 

expects to have EBITDA in excess of 

1 billion forints on nearly 4.5 billion of 

sales revenue in its current financial 

year. Revenue rose from 3.5 billion 

forints in the 2018 financial year. EST 

MEDIA said it sees significant synergies 

between the specialty solutions of 

Communication Technologies, among 

them those in prison informatics, 

and the infrastructure-building and 

management capacities of Delta 

Systems, which will soon become its 

100% unit.

HUNGARY GUEST OF 
HONOUR AT VATICAN 
NATIVITY EXHIBITION 

Hungary has been invited to 

participate as the guest of honour 

at this year’s international nativity 

scene exhibition, after Budapest 

hosted the International Eucharistic 

Congress in September 2019. 

The exhibition opened with a 

presentation of 18 nativity sets 

made by Hungarian craftsmen on 

Sunday afternoon. At the opening 

ceremony, the chamber orchestra 

of the Kodály Zoltán Hungarian 

Choir School played Christmas 

songs. Archbishop Rino Fisichella, 

the organiser of the exhibition, told 

MTI that the upcoming congress 

“puts Budapest and the whole of 

Hungary in the focus of the global 

Catholic Church”. This year, 30 

countries sent nativity scenes to 

the Vatican exhibition in which 

Hungary has been a participant 

since 1993.


