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Szijjártó told MTI that the opinion, which the Council of Europe’s advisory body published on Friday, is “proof” that Ukraine’s 

language law runs foul of international law as well as the country’s commitments, as did its 2016 law amendments on 

public education. The laws supported by that country’s previous president, Petro Poroshenko, and its parliament aimed 

to eliminate minority language use in all areas of life, he said.

Hungary still thinks that a new president is a cause for renewed hope, the foreign minister said, referring to Volodymyr 

Zelensky, who was elected earlier this year. Hungary will support Ukraine’s accession to NATO as soon as the rights of ethnic 

Hungarians there have been reinstated, “but no sooner than that”, Szijjártó added.  In its opinion, the Venice Commission 

called on Ukraine to scrap passages of its law concerning the use of ethnic minority languages that discriminate between 

Ukrainian and minority languages unless the measure is reasonably and objectively justified.

According to a fresh opinion by the Venice Commission, Ukraine’s language law strips 
ethnic minorities of already acquired rights regarding the use of their mother tongue, 
Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said.

VeNIce cOmmISSION: UKrAINe INFrINGeS INTL LAW

eU foreign ministers meet in brussels

President Áder meets leaders of 
ethnic minorities

Stats office releases data on Oct. 
trade, budget

Plenary session of parliament
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NÉmeTH: 2019 
‘breAKTHrOUGH’ IN 
HUNGArY-US reLATIONS

A breakthrough in Hungary-

US relations took place this 

year, Zsolt Németh, the (Fidesz) 

chairman of parliament’s foreign 

af fairs committee, said. “Political 

dialogue is again worthy of our 

historical, cultural and allied 

relations,” he told MTI from the 

US by phone. The delegation he 

headed met leading congressional 

representatives, government 

figures, a State Department 

secretary of state for the region, 

as well as representatives of 

Jewish organisations, the Israeli 

ambassador and Hungarian 

organisations. Németh said the 

Israeli ambassador and Jewish 

organisations had expressed 

great appreciation for Hungary’s 

commitment to combat all ef forts 

in the UN and European Union that 

threatened Israel’s security. He also 

said Hungary supports the global 

application of the Magnitsky law 

initiated by the US. Németh noted 

that Kossuth House, also known 

as the “opposition Hungarian 

embassy” until the change of 

political system in 1989-1990, has 

been purchased by the state, and it 

has been handed over to American 

organisations so they can carry out 

lobbying activities to promote the 

interests of the global Hungarian 

community.

NÉmeTH ADDreSSeS 
HUNGArIAN AmerIcAN 
cOALITION GALA eVeNT IN 
WASHINGTON

Addressing a gala event organised 

by the Hungarian American Coalition 

(HAC) in Washington, DC, Zsolt 

Németh, the head of parliament’s 

foreign affairs committee, underlined 

the importance of cross-border 

national unity. In his speech, Németh 

lauded Hungary’s 1989-1990 regime 

change, emphasising the United 

States’ role in the country’s transition 

to democracy. He said the US and 

NATO again had key roles to play 

in preserving security and stability 

in central Europe. Speaking to MTI 

after the gala dinner, Németh said 

Hungary’s change of regime had 

been a fulfilment of the hopes of the 

generation of Hungarians who had 

emigrated to the US after Hungary’s 

failed anti-Soviet uprising of 1956. 

HUNGArY STATe 
SecreTArY NOVÁK 
eLecTeD bOArD member 
OF IWDU

Katalin Novák, Hungary’s state 

secretary for youth and family affairs, 

has been elected member of the 

Executive Board of the International 

Women’s Democrat Union (IWDU) 

in Washington, DC. She attended a 

two-day semi-annual conference of 

the International Democrat Union 

(IDU), a world federation of centrist 

and centre-right political parties 

established in 1983. The IWDU is its 

women’s wing. Addressing the IDU 

conference, Novák gave an outline of 

the Hungarian government’s family 

support policy and its measures. 

“This is also the success of Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz, a highly valued 

member of IWDU,” Novák told MTI. 

According to IWDU’s website, it seeks 

to support and empower women in 

politics and government by offering 

opportunities for networking, training 

and mentorship.

GOVT eArmArKS HUF 
35 bN FOr eDUcATION 
DeVeLOPmeNT IN 
DebreceN

The government has earmarked 

35 billion forints (EUR 106m) for 

supporting a complex education and 

school infrastructure development 

programme in Debrecen, in eastern 

Hungary, according to the decree 

published in the official gazette 

Magyar Közlöny. The programme aims 

to help provide well-trained workforce 

to meet investors’ labour needs in the 

region, the innovation and technology 

ministry said in a statement. It includes 

setting up an automotive laboratory 

and a technical faculty wing at the 

Debrecen University, and launching 

technician training in local vocational 

education next September. The 

programme also includes building 

a German-language primary and 

secondary school, the ministry said. 

It will also facilitate dual education 
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in local schools under an upgraded 

curriculum. German carmaker BMW 

will start building a new-generation 

plant in Debrecen next spring. The 

government has already launched a 

130 billion forint local infrastructure 

development programme aimed at 

turning the region into an international 

business, education and innovation 

hub, the ministry said.

PArLT cTTee TO 
ScrUTINISe POLLUTION 
NeAr mÁTrAI erŐmŰ

Parliament’s sustainable development 

committee will do its utmost to 

uncover the causes of water pollution 

near Mátrai Erőmű, in northern 

Hungary, and to find a speedy 

solution, the committee head told 

MTI.  In November, the Heves County 

disaster management authority said 

sulphurous and phosphorus gases had 

formed at the power plant’s Visonta 

premises, emphasising that the gases 

were not harmful to humans. The 

report came after locals complained 

of smells and nausea near one of 

the lakes at the plant. The authority 

said it had taken all the necessary 

precautionary measures and notified 

the authorities. Mátrai Erőmű, the 

plant’s operator, later said it had begun 

to manage the situation and that the 

disaster management authority was 

monitoring pollution levels in the 

area. The committee was to hold an 

outpost session in Eger but it would 

have lacked quorum as ruling party 

members stayed away, committee 

head Erzsébet Schmuck of the green 

LMP party told a press conference in 

that north Hungarian town. Schmuck 

and deputy committee head Tibor 

Nunkovics, of opposition Jobbik, 

visited the Heves county disaster 

management authority to be briefed 

on the subject.  Schmuck insisted that 

a “growing number of local or regional 

pollution cases” are being brought 

to light, and some of them “could 

potentially harm locals’ health”.

HUNGArY’S cOmPeTITION 
OFFIce LeVIeS HUF 1.2 bN 
FINe ON FAcebOOK

Hungary’s competition office GVH 

said that it levied a 1.2 billion forint 

(EUR 3.6m) fine on Facebook. The 

fine is the biggest ever levied by 

the office in a consumer protection 

case, the office said. GVH found 

that Facebook Ireland breached 

the law when it advertised its 

services as free of charge on its 

website.  The clients did not have 

to pay for using the services but 

they generated a business profit 

for the company through their 

user activities and data, paying, 

in fact for the services, GVH said. 

GVH noted that similar decisions 

were made in the US and in 

Europe, and it took into account 

that Facebook, pressed by the 

European Commission and the 

consumer protection authorities 

of EU member states, has globally 

updated its users’ conditions and 

services in April 2019.

ecOFIN ISSUeS 
recOmmeNDATIONS FOr 
HUNGArY ON meeTING 
mTO

European Union finance ministers, 

acting on an earlier proposal by 

the European Commission, revised 

its recommendations to Hungary 

to correct a deviation from the 

path to achieving its medium-

term budgetary objective (MTO) 

at a meeting on Thursday. Ecofin 

recommended Hungary take 

measures to ensure the nominal 

growth rate of net primary 

government expenditure does not 

exceed 4.7% in 2020, corresponding 

to an annual structural adjustment of 

0.75% of GDP. It also recommended 

that Hungary “use any windfall gains 

for deficit reduction; compensate 

unexpected revenue shortfalls 

with high-quality permanent fiscal 

measures” and “ensure budgetary 

consolidation measures secure a 

lasting improvement in the general 

government structural balance 

in a growth-friendly manner”. 

Ecofin instructed the Hungarian 

authorities to report to the Council 

on actions it has taken in response 

to the recommendations by April 

15, 2020. The European Commission 

said in November that Hungary 

had taken “no effective action” 

to correct a deviation from the 

path to achieving its MTO and 

proposed the Council issue a 

revised recommendation.


