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At a joint news conference with his Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe, Orbán said Japan’s success was important to Hungary 

since the country is its largest Asian investor. Japan, too, has an interest in Hungary’s success and has brought cutting-edge 

technology investments to the country. Orbán said their talks covered the world’s defence, security and economic changes.

Hungarian-Japanese ties, he said, were “special”. Whereas many countries doubted Hungary’s ability to succeed in the initial 

stages of its post-communist transformation, Japan had never wavered in its belief in the country, bringing improvements to 

Hungary and helping it to ride out a tough period, he said. Hungarians, he added, had not forgotten this and were grateful.

Orbán welcomed the fact that 600 Japanese young people are studying at Hungarian universities, 400 of them medical 

students. The state, he noted, provides 100 related scholarships.

Hungary and Japan have a mutual interest in each other’s success, Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán said in Tokyo.

OrbÁN: HUNGArY, JAPAN SUcceSS mUTUAL INTereST
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OrbÁN INVITeS Abe  
TO bUDAPeST

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has invited 

his Japanese counterpart, Shinzo Abe 

to pay an official visit to Budapest. 

A Japanese premier has not visited 

Hungary since 1990, he noted, adding 

it would be fitting to celebrate the 

friendship of the two nations together.

On the topic of North Korea, he said 

that Hungary understood the nuclear 

threat and its impact on Japan’s security. 

Hungary is insistent that North Korea 

should disarm its nuclear capability 

and act as a reliable partner for Japan in 

preserving peace in the region, he said.

The prime minister said there was 

one area in which Japan and Hungary 

competed fiercely, albeit peacefully. 

“This is in the race for Olympic gold 

medals,” he said, adding that Hungary 

also wishes Japan all the best for the 

Tokyo Olympics.

Abe said Japan wants to further 

broaden its economic ties with 

Hungary and backs the Asian country’s 

efforts to encourage industries with 

advanced technologies and high value-

added. Hungary and Japan, he said, 

traditionally have maintained a good 

friendship since the 1990 change in 

political system, largely through cultural 

and scientific activities, and economic 

ties have developed apace. He said 

Orbán had headed a long-standing and 

stable government and they agreed to 

work even closer together. Japan is keen 

to boost cooperation in science and 

technology and strengthen ties with 

the Visegrad Group, he said, adding 

cooperation in education, culture and 

sport would be on the agenda. He 

said Hungary should act as a bridge 

between Europe and Asia.

Orbán is in Tokyo to mark the 150th 

anniversary of the establishment 

of Hungarian-Japanese diplomatic 

relations. Before their news conference, 

an agreement was signed on 

extending the Stipendium Hungaricum 

Agreement and establishing a 

Hungarian guest lectureship at Josai 

International University, as well as an 

agreement on export credit insurance.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: cULTUrAL 
cOOPerATION ‘eXceLLeNT 
HINTerLAND’ FOr 
DeVeLOPING TIeS

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó, 

opening a Hungarian Cultural Institute 

in Tokyo, said cultural cooperation 

offers “an excellent hinterland” for 

developing political and economic 

ties. In his address, Szijjártó noted the 

Austro-Hungarian Monarchy signed an 

agreement on friendly relations, trade 

and shipping with Japan 150 years ago. 

“Hundred and fifty years are a markedly 

long time, and the developments 

over this period entitle us to say that 

never before have Japan-Hungary 

relations been better,” Szijjártó said. 

The most important reason for this is 

that relations have always been based 

on mutual respect, he added.

Szijjártó said that because of the 

great distance between the two 

countries cooperation must rest on 

stability which can be best secured 

with the help of good personal relations. 

Education and culture are the best 

means of developing such relations, 

he said. That both Hungary and Japan 

possess “extremely rich cultures and 

high-standard education systems” also 

helps, he added. Japanese students in 

Hungary are instrumental to developing 

links between the two countries, and 

they will be dedicated to further 

boosting bilateral ties, he said. Hungary 

made efforts this year to properly 

commemorate the 150th anniversary 

of establishing diplomatic relations, 

organising cultural, scientific and 

economic events, he added. Hungarian 

opera and operetta are popular in 

Japan, 20th-century composer Zoltán 

Kodály is recognised as an important 

link between the two countries’ music, 

and several Hungarian compositions are 

well-known among Japanese audiences, 

he said, adding that the opening of the 

Hungarian Cultural Institute in Tokyo 

would offer new opportunities to 

improve relations with Japan.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: ceNTrAL 
eUrOPe ‘cONTINeNT’S 
eNGINe OF GrOWTH’

The importance of central Europe has 

gradually increased in recent years 

and the region has become Europe’s 

engine of growth, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in Tokyo. The region 

has undergone great changes because 

these countries used to be among the 

least developed in Europe, Szijjártó 

told a seminar in central and eastern 
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Europe at the Japan External Trade 

Organization (Jetro). But now several 

economic indicators show them in the 

lead, he added. The economic growth 

of the Visegrad Group is more than 

double of the European average and 

the group is also strong in terms of its 

political cooperation, he added. All four 

V4 countries fulfil important positions 

in the new European Commission, 

Szijjártó said. Commissioners from the 

Czech Republic and Slovakia are vice-

presidents, the Polish commissioners 

oversees agriculture and the Hungarian 

is in charge of enlargement, he added. 

V4 members together represent a 

market of 64 million people. If they 

were a single country, they would 

be the second largest EU member, 

he said. The unemployment rate and 

public debt in the V4 are much lower 

than the EU average, he added. The 

“secret of success” in central Europe 

is that countries in the region pursue 

rational policies based on common 

sense, he said. In economic terms, this 

means that taxes in central Europe are 

the lowest within the EU, he added.

Another reason for success is 

that central European countries 

effectively maintain monetary and 

fiscal discipline, he said. They have 

proven that it is possible to get rid of 

the old dogma according to which 

there is a binary choice between 

economic growth or fiscal discipline, 

he said, adding that Hungary had 

proved that both can be accomplished 

simultaneously, Szijjártó said.

He said that the Hungarian 

government had recognised 

concerns connected to labour and 

has responded by reforming vocational 

training and higher education.

Concerning the future success 

of the European economy, Szijjártó 

said it was worth taking into 

consideration that while many 

experts talked about the significance 

of German-French cooperation, 

trade between the V4 and Germany 

was 70% higher than between 

France and Germany, so the region 

has a huge influence on the EU’s 

competitiveness.

A dispute is ongoing concerning 

Europe’s future, which mainly concerns 

the dichotomy of a strong Brussels 

coupled with weak member states, he 

said. Central Europe’s position is that a 

strong Europe can only be built on the 

foundation of strong member states, 

the minister added.

Central Europe rejects western 

European attempts to harmonise tax 

across the bloc because this would 

involve raising taxes in the region. “We 

insist on low taxes because they are 

crucial to our competitiveness.”

Commenting on security policy, he 

said central European countries had 

a clearly anti-migration stand and 

insisted on protecting borders and 

upholding their right to decide whom 

to allow in.

Szijjártó noted that Japan is 

Hungary’s top Asian investor, with 

170 Japanese companies employing 

35,000 Hungarians. The Hungarian 

government has signed strategic 

cooperation agreements with six 

Japanese companies, he added.

HOLLIK: GOVT reJecTS 
mIGrANT QUOTA

The government continues to reject 

the mandatory quota system for the 

resettlement of migrants, and will do 

its utmost to protect the Hungarian 

border fence and the security of 

the Hungarian people, government 

spokesman István Hollik said.

The past week has shown that 

migrants continue to flow en masse 

to Europe both at sea and on the 

mainland, increasing migration 

pressure on the continent, especially 

along the Balkan route. This is why 

Germany has submitted a proposal 

to the European Council reviving the 

concept of mandatory quotas, he told 

a press conference..

It is important to establish “at this 

early stage of thinking” that the 

government insists on enforcing the 

interests of Hungarians in connection 

with migration. The mandatory quota 

proposal is “dangerous” because it 

sends the message to millions of 

potential migrants coming from Africa 

and East Asia that Europe awaits them 

“with open arms”, Hollik said.

PALKOVIcS: HUNGArY-
SerbIA ScIeNce, 
TecH cOOPerATION 
‘ImPOrTANT’

Cooperation between Hungary and 

Serbia in science and technology is 

vitally important, László Palkovics, the 

minister of innovation and technology, 
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said in Subotica (Szabadka). After 

handing over the Regional Innovation 

Startup Centre at the University of 

Novi Sad’s faculty of economics in 

the presence of Nenad Popović, his 

Serbian counterpart, Palkovics said that 

whereas Serbia and Hungary do not 

possess their own natural resources 

such as oil or iron ore, they do have 

highly educated workforces. This is 

why Hungary’s government puts a 

premium on high value-added as 

well as research and development. 

The latest IMF assessment shows that 

Hungary is among the world’s high-

tech countries, he said, adding that 

Hungarian manufactured products 

have a high-tech share of 70%, putting 

it among the top three after Germany 

and Denmark. The government, 

universities and research institutes 

are all involved in developing the 

country’s 5G network, artificial 

intelligence and industry 4.0, he said. 

Whereas such technologies are owned 

by multinational companies, the 

Hungarian and Serbian governments 

are helping domestic companies 

develop their own, and it helps if 

young people understand these 

technologies early on, Palkovics said.

He said young people may find it 

easier to find a job at multinationals, 

so domestic businesses need 

government support for start-ups 

getting the right opportunities.

Palkovics said talks with his Serbian 

counterpart will continue in Szeged, 

where he will show Popović the 

ELI-ALPS laser centre and plans for 

a science park nearby. Discussions 

will focus on boosting cross-border 

cooperation, he added.

INDUSTrIAL OUTPUT UP 
6.1% IN OcT

Hungarian industrial output grew 

by an annual 6.1% in October, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said 

in a first reading of data. Adjusted for 

the number of working days, industrial 

output was up 6.4%. Output growth of 

the automotive segment, which has 

the biggest weight in the industrial 

sector, slowed significantly, as did 

growth in the computer, electronics 

and optical equipment segment. 

Output growth of the food, drinks 

and tobacco products segment was 

above headline growth, KSH said. For 

the period January-October, industrial 

output rose by an annual 6.3%. In a 

month-on-month comparison, 

industrial output was down a 

seasonally and working day-adjusted 

0.4% in October.

K+H chief analyst Dávid Németh 

said the scale of growth in the sector 

was a surprise considering dampening 

demand on foreign markets and the 

weak performance of industry across 

Europe.

ING Bank senior analyst Péter 

Virovácz said output of the sector 

remains strong in spite of more 

discouraging data from Germany. 

New manufacturing capacity could 

maintain the pace of growth in the 

coming months, bringing full-year 

growth to around 6.5%, he added.


