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Speaking to Hungarian public media on the sidelines of the summit marking the alliance’s 70th anniversary, Orbán noted 

that it was under his first government that Hungary joined NATO in 1999. Since then, the world has seen the emergence of 

new challenges, Orbán said, naming mass migration and the security risks that come with it, such as terrorism, as examples.

He said NATO had already accepted in the past that mass migration was a threat but had never considered it one of the 

biggest challenges facing the alliance. “This has now changed,” he said. Orbán praised the efforts of Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó and Hungary’s foreign policy in getting the alliance to acknowledge the challenge posed by migration. He said 

it was also a “central European achievement”, arguing that “it was we who urged NATO” to turn its attention to the issue 

of migration and the threat of terrorism linked to it. As a result, NATO will allocate more resources and money towards 

addressing migration and terrorism, the prime minister said.

NATO has acknowledged for the first time that mass migration from the south poses a 
security risk that the alliance must address, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in London.
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SZIJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY TO 
bLOcK UKrAINe’S NATO 
AcceSSION UNTIL eTHNIc 
HUNGArIANS’ rIGHTS 
reSTOreD

Hungary will stop blocking Ukraine’s 

NATO accession only after the 

rights of ethnic Hungarians in 

Transcarpathia are restored to the 

level they had been before the 

introduction of Ukraine’s language 

law, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said. Hungary is interested in 

Ukraine being a stable, democratic 

and secure country, he said. The 

stronger and more stable Ukraine is, 

the better the situation is for ethnic 

Hungarians in Transcarpathia, he 

said. The rights of ethnic Hungarians 

were “seriously violated” under the 

previous president and pressure on 

them continued to grow in the recent 

period “in a concealed way, with the 

assistance of Ukraine’s secret police”, 

he said.

Hungary has made it clear, 

Szijjártó said, that it would only 

lif t a veto blocking Ukraine’s NATO 

accession if the rights of ethnic 

Hungarians in Transcarpathia are 

restored as they were before the 

introduction of Ukraine’s laws on 

minority language education and 

language use in 2016 and 2018, 

respectively. “We are not asking 

for anything extra, we are not 

asking for more rights to ethnic 

Hungarians, only those that that 

they used to have before,” he said.

NATIONAL JUDIcIAL 
cOUNcIL bAcKS SeNYeI 
FOr ObH cHIeF

The National Judicial Council (OBT) 

supports the election of György 

Barna Senyei as the next head of the 

National Office of the Judiciary (OBH), 

OBT spokesman Viktor Vadász said. 

The council made its decision after 

Senyei’s hearing before the body 

on Wednesday, Vadász told a press 

conference. At the hearing, Senyei 

assured the council of his intention 

to put relations between the OBH 

and the OBT on a new footing and 

that he would strive for cooperation, 

Vadász said. Senyei plans to attend 

the council’s meetings and wants 

to establish “peace and order” in 

Hungary’s judicial system, he added.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: NATO 
eSSeNTIAL IN FAcING 
cHALLeNGeS OF 
TerrOrISm 

Preserving NATO as the world’s 

most successful defence alliance 

is essential, especially now that 

terrorists are mounting fresh 

challenges by adapting new 

technologies, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said.

Speaking to Hungarian public 

media on the sidelines of the 

summit marking the alliance’s 70th 

anniversary, Szijjártó noted that 

illegal migration is on the rise once 

again, especially in the Western 

Balkans. This enhances the threat 

posed by terrorist organisations, 

he added. Waves of uncontrolled 

illegal migration offer terrorist 

organisations opportunities to 

spread extremist ideologies all 

over the world “along with terrorists 

themselves”, Szijjártó said. So NATO 

should focus on developments in 

the South as well as in the East, he 

said.

Hungary agrees that NATO should 

adapt to new challenges and that 

it needs new equipment to find 

solutions, Szijjártó said. 

As contributions to that goal, 

Hungary will raise its Kosovo 

contingent by 100 to almost 

500, thus bolstering the fight 

against terrorism on the Western 

Balkans, he said. It will also add 

an additional 80 troops to the 110 

serving in Afghanistan “to fight the 

spreading of extremist ideologies 

and violence in the region”. Also, 

Hungary will continue supporting 

Afghan national security and 

defence forces with 500,000 US 

dollars a year for the next four 

years, he said.

Szijjártó said Hungarian Gripen 

aircraft will in 2022 again participate 

in the defence of the Baltic airspace.

Answering a question on pressure 

on NATO member states to raise 

defence spending to 2% of GDP in 

short order, Szijjártó said Hungary 

will keep its commitment to reach 

that benchmark by 2024. The relevant 

plan had been submitted to NATO 

and has received no criticism, he said.
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bAKONDI: FrONTeX 
GrADUALLY beeFeD UP AT 
bOrDer

The European Frontex border 

agency is being beefed up and its 

staf f are helping countries guard 

their borders, György Bakondi, the 

Prime Minister ’s security adviser 

told public television. Bakondi 

noted that once the Regulation 

on the European Border and 

Coast Guard is enforced with 

the aim of better protecting the 

EU’s external borders, Frontex 

will  be enlarged over several 

years to 10,000 personnel. He 

underlined Hungary’s standpoint 

on migration in terms of its 

rejection of mandatory quotas 

for relocating migrants, securing 

the EU’s external borders and 

deporting people who are in 

Europe illegally.

Bakondi said the Italian 

government had broken its 

election promises and had 

withdrawn strict measures 

enacted by Matteo Salvini, the 

former deputy PM and interior 

minister, and ships carrying African 

migrants were arriving non-stop. In 

a later interview to public radio, he 

said the pressure of migration on 

the Hungary-Croatia and Hungary-

Romania borders had grown 

significantly, with hundreds on 

their way to those borders. Also, 

attempts are being made to cross 

from Ukraine, he added.

SZIJJÁrTÓ DIScUSSeS 
reLIGIOUS FreeDOm WITH 
brITISH SPecIAL eNVOY

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó held talks with Rehman 

Chishti, the United Kingdom’s Special 

Envoy for Freedom of Religion or 

Belief, in London, on the sidelines of an 

anniversary NATO summit on Tuesday 

evening. Szijjártó told MTI by phone 

after the meeting that guaranteeing 

religious freedom and supporting 

communities persecuted for their 

religion is one of the cornerstones of 

Britain’s foreign policy, which coincides 

with the Hungarian government’s 

policy of supporting persecuted 

Christians.

“We agreed with the British prime 

minister’s commissioner for religious 

freedom that since Christianity is 

the most persecuted religion in the 

world – 80% of those persecuted for 

their religion are Christian -- special 

attention must be given to supporting 

persecuted Christian communities,” 

Szijjártó said.

Hungary urges the international 

community to speak out clearly, 

“dispensing with political correctness 

and hypocrisy”, about the attacks 

against Christian communities. 

Hungary has so far spent 40 

million dollars to support Christian 

communities in the Middle East and 

Africa, Szijjártó noted, adding that 

this had earned the country clear 

recognition in the international 

community. “Our guiding principle 

is that help must be taken to where 

the problems arise. We will continue 

to support programmes that allow 

Christian communities to stay in their 

homeland or to return there,” he said.

JUSTIce mINISTer: OrbÁN 
HAS VISION FOr eUrOPe

Two politicians have a vision for 

Europe, one of them being Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said in an 

interview published by German daily 

Die Welt. The other one is French 

President Emmanuel Macron, Varga 

told the paper. “It is welcome that 

Macron, as the head of state of a 

large EU member state, identifies 

problems and launches debates so 

that Europe should not lose political 

weight or economic influence,” 

she said. Given a stable political 

situation in their countries, these 

two politicians have a vision for the 

continent and can do their part in 

its realisation, she said. 

Concerning the new European 

Commission starting its work on 

Dec. 1, with Ursula von der Leyen 

at its helm, Varga said she saw 

the “chance of a new beginning”. 

Though conflicts are still to be 

expected, she added, the new EC 

president had an open approach 

towards the interests and concerns 

of central and eastern European 

countries. A German Christian 

Democrat politician, Von der Leyen 

“does not lecture [us], but wants to 

understand from where we come 
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historically and why we differ from 

the European mainstream in some 

respects,” said Varga. She said the 

EU’s enlargement portfolio going 

to Olivér Várhelyi was “a success of 

the Hungarian government” and 

a demonstration of the country’s 

willingness to cooperate.

PÁrbeSZÉD TO SUbmIT 
DrAFT reSOLUTION 
AImeD AT ImPrOVING 
SITUATION OF DISAbLeD 
PeOPLe

The opposition Párbeszéd party 

will submit to parliament a draft 

resolution that would guarantee 

disabled people access to 

the services they need, Tímea 

Szabó, the party’s group leader, 

said. Under the resolution, the 

deinstitutionalisation of mental 

health care would have to be 

carried out in line with European 

Union regulations, Szabó told a 

press conference, marking the 

International Day of Disabled 

Persons. Family caregivers would 

be entitled to the same amount of 

subsidies irrespective of whether 

they are caring for children 

or adults with disabilities, she 

added. The proposal also calls 

on the government to remedy 

the situation of disabled children 

in state care, harmonise the 

accessibility plans of Hungary’s 

municipalities and devise a strategy 

for digital equal opportunity, she 

said.

SOcIALIST bALÁZS 
POLLreISZ TAPPeD 
AS JOINT OPPOSITION 
cANDIDATe FOr GYŐr 
mAYOr

Local Socialist leader Balázs 

Pollreisz has been nominated as the 

opposition’s candidate for mayor in 

Győr, the northwest Hungarian city 

where mayor Zsolt Borkai, who was 

linked to a sex scandal, resigned in 

November. The new election will 

be held on January 26. Pollreisz is 

nominated jointly by the Socialists, the 

Democratic Coalition, the Momentum 

Movement, green LMP, Párbeszéd 

and nationalist Jobbik. Video footage 

published shortly before the Oct. 

13 local elections showed Borkai 

cavorting on a yacht. Although he was 

re-elected by a narrow margin, he quit 

Fidesz a few days after the election and 

resigned as mayor on November 8.

SOcIALISTS: GOVT 
bOUGHT ATHLeTIcS 
cHAmPIONSHIPS PLOT 
FrOm bANKrUPT 
QUAeSTOr ‘AT A STeAL’

The opposition Socialist Party 

has accused the government 

of purchasing a plot of land in 

Budapest at well below market 

price from a now-bankrupt 

brokerage, Quaestor. Quaestor went 

bankrupt in 2015, leaving tens of 

thousands of small investors with 

massive losses.

László Szakács, the party’s deputy 

leader, told a press conference 

that the Fidesz government had 

“reimbursed” a favoured few 

troubled Quaestor clients by 

buying the plot “at a steal” one-

fifth of its market value with a view 

to building a stadium for the 2023 

World Athletics Championships. 

István Kálmán-Pikó, who represents 

Quaestor clients complainants, 

told the same press conference 

that the state had bought the 

plot in central Budapest for 18 

billion forints (EUR 54m), while its 

market value was 100-200 billion 

forints. Szakács said responsibility 

had still not been established for 

the 220 billion forints of losses 

af fecting 32,000 investors. He said 

only “a small circle” had benefited 

from compensation while 15,000 

clients had been left high and dry. 

Szakács and Kálmán-Pikó said all 

Quaestor’s former clients deserved 

full compensation.

The Prime Minister’s Office said 

in response that Szakács and the 

Socialists were “wrong, distorting 

the truth and lying, as usual”. “The 

Socialist Party is deliberately not 

telling the truth,” the PM’s Office 

said in a statement. “The Athletics 

Centre is not going to be built on 

the former Quaestor plot.” The office 

said the state had purchased the 

plot in question from Hungarian 

property developer Wing on the 

basis of an official appraisal and 

in line with the relevant legal 

requirements.


