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After meeting his V4 counterparts in Prague, he said: “One of the greatest failures of the previous European Commission 

headed by Jean-Claude Juncker was bringing the enlargement process to an almost complete standstill.” “This is why 

we expect the new European Commission to open a new era in EU enlargement with special regard to integrating the 

Western Balkans,” he said.

Szijjártó said enlargement policy, headed by Hungarian commissioner Olivér Várhelyi, would be in good hands. “The V4 

has agreed to support the Hungarian enlargement commissioner’s efforts to speed up integration,” he said, adding that 

the EU’s policy “of blocking enlargement” over the past years “goes entirely against the bloc’s interests”.  “The swiftest 

possible integration of the Western Balkans is in the European Union and Hungary’s political, security, economic and 

strategic interests as it helps the bloc to resist migration pressure effectively,” he said.

The Visegrad Group (V4) expects the new European Commission to speed up 
European Union enlargement, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said.

V4 TO NEW EC: ‘SPEED UP ENLARGEMENT’

EU interior and justice ministers meet 
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: FINNISH EU 
PRESIDENCY ‘A FAILURE’

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

branded the outgoing Finnish EU 

presidency “a failure”, noting that 

it had not opened a single new 

negotiating chapter for enlargement 

during its six-month term ending 

on Dec. 31. This, he said, had never 

happened before. “Instead of 

focusing on their real job, the Finns 

spent their time lecturing central 

European countries,” he said.

Asked by MTI whether the 

meeting had addressed German 

Interior Minister Horst Seehofer’s 

new proposals on the acceptance 

of refugees, Szijjártó said the topic 

had not been raised individually. “But 

the V4’s position is clear,” Szijjártó 

said. “We are not willing to admit any 

illegal migrants into central Europe. 

The success and security of central 

Europe is thanks to our pursuit of a 

firm anti-migration policy, and this 

will endure,” the foreign minister said.

The Visegrad countries insist on 

keeping their national identities 

and maintaining their cultural, 

religious and historical heritage, he 

said. “This is why central Europe is 

one of the most successful regions 

of the European Union today, and 

its engine of growth.” “We do not 

tolerate any kind of pressure and 

we Hungarians insist on our right 

to decide whom to allow into our 

country and with whom we wish to 

live,” he added.

OFFICIAL: ILLEGAL 
MIGRATION SITUATION 
SIMILAR TO 2015

The situation along Hungary’s border 

in terms of illegal migration is similar to 

that of 2015, the head of ruling Fidesz’s 

anti-migration cabinet said after the 

body met. Szilárd Németh told a press 

conference that over 125,000 people 

had tried to cross Hungary’s border 

illegally by the end of November and 

there was a rise in attempted illegal 

border crossings over the past two 

months. The majority of people trying 

to cross the border were “vigorous” 

young men, which demonstrates that 

there is a continued risk of terrorism, 

he added.

Representatives of ethnic 

Hungarians from Vojvodina, relating 

their experiences at the meeting, 

reported that the situation was similar 

to 2015, with “a sense of great danger 

and fear among the population”. “They 

expect the Hungarian government to 

keep the state of emergency linked to 

mass migration in force,” Németh said.

ÁDER NOMINATES 
GYÖRGY BARNA SENYEI TO 
HEAD OBH

President János Áder has nominated 

György Barna Senyei to head the 

National Office of the Judiciary (OBH), 

Parliament said on its website on 

Monday. Senyei currently serves as 

chairman of the civic economic council 

of the Budapest Court of Appeals.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DISCUSSES 
COOPERATION WITH 
GAZPROM BOARD 
CHAIRMAN

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó held 

talks with Viktor Zubkov, chairman 

of the board of Russia’s national gas 

company Gazprom, in Budapest. 

Gazprom plays a leading role in 

supplying gas to Hungary and will 

most probably continue to do so in 

the wake of prospective infrastructure 

projects in the region, a ministry 

statement cited Szijjártó as saying after 

the talks. “As Hungary has a vested 

interest in long-term, predictable and 

reliable cooperation with Gazprom, it 

is prepared to launch talks on a new 

long-term gas supply agreement with 

the company,” he said. Szijjártó said 

that possible cooperation between 

Hungary and Gazprom on the use 

of natural gas for transport purposes 

has “particularly positive prospects”. 

The use of natural gas in transport 

may play a major role in reducing 

greenhouse emissions, which is crucial 

for meeting climate objectives, he said. 

Cooperation between Gazprom and 

the Hungarian government could 

therefore be a major step forward, 

Szijjártó said.

TRADE UNION: EDUCATION 
POLICY MARRED BY LACK 
OF SOCIAL DIALOGUE

Hungary’s education policy is marred 

by centralisation and a lack of social 
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dialogue, the head of the Democratic 

Union of Teachers (PDSZ) told the 

closing event of a protest held under 

the slogan “Free Education!” late on 

Sunday.

Tamás Szűcs told the event held 

in the square in front of Parliament 

that centralisation, the arrogance 

of power and the lack of social 

dialogue characterised the country’s 

education policy. “Parliament is passing 

everything like a steamroller,” he said 

citing a recent amendment to the law 

on vocational education. “There is no 

other possibility left but to protest.” If 

necessary, the trade union will use new 

methods, such as civil disobedience, 

Szűcs added.

Budapest’s mayor, Gergely 

Karácsony, told the event that 

Hungary’s education system was 

based on a lack of trust because the 

government, fearing losing power, 

wants to turn pupils into “subjects”. He 

said that in the recent local elections, 

Budapest residents expressed their 

wish to regain control over their city. 

He promised to launch new schemes 

in cooperation with the Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences, scholarships 

for disadvantaged students and 

cooperation with all who want 

Budapest to become “a hub for 

knowledge-based development”.

The Free Education! protest was held 

between Friday to Sunday and was 

addressed by representatives of the 

organisers as well as opposition local 

council leader. The closing event on 

Sunday evening attracted a few dozens 

of people.

SEMJÉN: NUMBER OF 
CHURCH-RUN SCHOOLS 
HAS DOUBLED SINCE 2010

The number of church-run schools in 

Hungary has doubled since 2010, the 

deputy prime minister in charge of 

Hungarian communities abroad, church 

policy and national and ethnic minorities 

said. At his annual hearing in front of 

parliament’s justice committee, Zsolt 

Semjén said that overall 220,000 students, 

or 14% of the total national student body, 

were enrolled in church-run schools as 

against 6% before 2010.

On another subject, the deputy PM said 

the share of church-run social services 

has risen from 15 to 23% since 2010. 

The church now also runs 34% of child 

protection services compared with 5% 

in 2010 and 36% of child welfare services 

compared with 11% nine years ago, he 

added. Meanwhile, Semjén noted that 

whereas in 2010 churches had received 23 

billion forints (EUR 68.5m) in government 

funding, they were earmarked altogether 

more than 730 billion forints between 

2011 and 2019. As regards churches 

beyond the border, he said they had 

received a total of 23.5 billion forints’ 

worth of support from the Hungarian 

government between 2011 and 2019 

compared with just 163 million forints 

in 2010.

In response to questions from 

opposition MPs, Semjén said church 

and state-run institutions received the 

same amount of funding. At the same 

time, it would be fair to give more money 

to church-run institutions in light of the 

“decades of discrimination” churches have 

had to withstand, he added. Asked by the 

leftist opposition Democratic Coalition’s 

Gergely Arató why the government 

supported the opening of a Turkish 

school in Budapest, the deputy PM said 

the school will be for Turkish nationals 

living in Hungary. He said the school 

would only warrant any opposition if it 

raised any national security concerns, 

which he said was not the case.

VARGA TARGETS  
FY GDP OF 4.8%

Hungary’s economy is expected to 

grow by 4.8% this year, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga told a news conference. 

The Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said Hungary’s economy grew by an 

annual 5.1% in the first three quarters, 

based on unadjusted data. Hungary’s 

economy is likely to grow by around 4% 

next year, Varga said after attending a 

meeting of the National Competitiveness 

Council, a body of business leaders 

and professionals that makes 

recommendations to the government.

NÉZŐPONT SURVEY: 
MOMENTUM LEADERSHIP 
‘MISTAKEN’ NOT TO BACK 
HUNGARIAN CANDIDATES  

Altogether 53% of Hungarians surveyed 

by the Nézőpont Institute say it was 

unacceptable for politicians at home not 

to campaign for ethnic Hungarian peers 

during their campaigns in recent elections 

in neighbouring countries. Nézőpont 

said the Momentum Movement’s 
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leadership in particular had committed 

a “political error” by “putting European 

federal policy above the interests of 

the nation”. It said that Momentum had 

stated preference for Romanian and 

Slovakian politicians instead of for ethnic 

Hungarians, and Momentum’s leader, 

András Fekete-Győr, and its MEP, Anna 

Donáth, had campaigned for their own 

allies in Transylvania and Slovakia. “Their 

tactics flew in the face of the majority of 

Hungarians,” Nézőpont said, referring to 

the survey’s findings.

HUNGARY SEPTEMBER 
TRADE SURPLUS REVISED 
DOWN TO EUR 539 M

Hungary’s September trade surplus 

was revised down to 539 million 

euros in a second reading of data 

released by the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH). In the first reading, published 

on November 11, KSH had put the 

September surplus at 566 million euros. 

Revised figures show imports rose by 

an annual 7.7% in value terms to 9.118 

billion euros. Exports were up 11.7% at 

9.657 billion euros.

HUNGARY PPI UP 1.5% YR/
YR IN OCTOBER

Industrial producer prices went up 

by 1.5% in October from the same 

month a year earlier, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Prices 

for domestic sales were up 1.7% 

while export prices rose by 1.4%. 

In a month-on-month comparison, 

industrial producer prices were 

down 0.1% as domestic prices were 

up 0.1% and export prices were 

down 0.1%.

MFB INVEST, CHI FU 
INVESTMENT GROUP 
PARTNER ON EUR 200 M 
FUND 

MFB Invest, a unit of the state-

owned Hungarian Development 

Bank (MFB), is setting up a joint 

investment fund with Chi Fu 

Investment Group, MFB said. The 

200 million euro private equity fund 

will invest in mature, domestic SMEs. 

Investments will be 5 million-25 

million euros, on average, and timed 

for seven years, including a four-year 

investment period and a three-year 

exit period. MFB Invest and Chi Fu 

Investment Group will invest in 

equal part in the fund.

Chi Fu Group has more than 30 

years of experience in investment 

and fund management in the 

United States, China, Hong Kong 

and Taiwan. It has been present in 

Hungary for four years. Chi Fu Group 

manages more than 25 billion dollars 

of assets. It has made private equity 

investments in the renewables, 

health-care, pharma, biotech, food 

and real estate sectors.

LEZSÁK, SZÁJER AWARDED 
PETŐFI PRIZE

Sándor Lezsák, the deputy speaker of 

parliament, and József Szájer, a Fidesz 

MEP, have been awarded this year’s 

Petőfi Prize. The Public Foundation 

for the Research of Central and Eastern 

European History and Society and 

the MOL Group presented the prize 

at a ceremony held in the House of 

Terror Museum. Gergely Gulyás, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

said in his address that Sándor Lezsák 

and József Szájer had not only done 

much “to defeat the communist 

dictatorship and guarantee the path to 

national independence, freedom and 

responsibility, but they also helped us 

profit from our freedom for the benefit 

of the Hungarian nation.”

Mária Schmidt, a historian who 

heads the 21st Century Institute, said 

the Petőfi Prize gives recognition 

to efforts made for the common 

good and freedom. “In the end, we 

esteem examples of courage and 

uncompromising perseverance so 

they are visible to everyone,” she said.


