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Speaking at a press conference, Németh described the migration situation on Hungary’s southern border and the West 

Balkans as very serious, dangerous and a warning to all.

Németh said that almost 100,000 migrants are gathering on the West Balkans and although “the situation is still under 

control”, it is “beginning to look like the big crisis in 2015,” and if the migrants are “let loose on the Hungarian border, there 

could be big trouble, and we must prepare for that possibility”.

This is why it is important, he said, that the “state of crisis” in connection with mass migration was extended in September 

as it provides the necessary legal basis for the protection of the border.

It is also important, Németh added, that the Strasbourg-based European Court of Human Rights has declared that confining 

migrants to the transit zone does not equal imprisonment, thus, “everything that the pro-migration opposition has said 

about either the transit zone or the state of crisis in connection with mass migration has been proved false”.

Due to the increasing migration pressure, state secretary at the ministry of defence 
Szilárd Németh has convened the anti-immigration cabinet of the governing Fidesz 
party’s parliamentary group for Monday.
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SZIJJÁrTÓ: DIPLOmATIc 
AcADemY TO OPeN IN 
bUDAPeST

A diplomatic academy will be opened 

in Budapest from September next 

year; obtaining a degree here will be a 

prerequisite for working at the ministry 

of foreign affairs, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in Budapest.

Addressing the 16th congress 

of Fidelitas, the youth arm of the 

governing Fidesz party, the minister 

said the diplomatic academy and the 

National Public Service University 

would jointly offer a competitive 

education system to those who wish 

to work in the diplomatic profession 

and represent Hungary’s national 

and economic interests abroad. This 

is a challenging, but uplifting task, he 

added.

Szijjártó said that over the past 

five years, as the head of the foreign 

ministry he enjoyed the support of 

many young people in the efforts 

to renew Hungarian foreign policy. 

Today those working as members 

of the diplomatic staff are proud of 

representing a more than 1,000-year-

old Christian state, which repeatedly 

defended Christian values over the 

course of history, and whose members 

fought for a long time for the freedom 

of the nation.

The minister noted that Hungary 

has now strengthened to the extent 

that its economic performance is 

outstanding by European standards. 

Combining foreign policy and foreign 

trade has created a great competitive 

advantage, and the foreign ministry 

staff are working to help improve the 

performance and competitiveness of 

the Hungarian economy, he added.

The performance of Hungarian 

diplomats is measured by how 

many international companies have 

picked Hungary as the location for 

their investment and for how many 

Hungarian companies they have 

created a business opportunity on 

foreign markets, Szijjártó said.

Gergely Gulyás, head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, said that Fidelitas 

would have a major role to play in 

civic government having a future in 

Hungary. Citing research by pollster 

Medián, he said that support for ruling 

Fidesz is the strongest, over 50%, in 

the age group 30-39 from among all 

generations. In addition, Fidesz is also 

in the lead in the age group 20-29.

Outgoing president László Böröcz 

said that Fidelitas had become central 

Europe’s biggest political youth 

organisation, with more members than 

most opposition parties in Hungary.

PreSIDeNT ÁDer IN eGYPT

The Hungarian researchers who have 

been working on excavations in Egypt 

for several generations have gained 

recognition for Hungarian archeology 

as a whole, President János Áder told 

journalists on Saturday, visiting the 

location of the excavation of the 

Theban Necropolis.

Hungarian archeologists have been 

conducting excavations in Egypt since 

1907 and have been continuously 

present at the site of the ancient city 

of Thebes, one of the world’s largest 

archeological areas, located near 

Luxor, since 1983, he said. Áder is the 

first Hungarian president visiting the 

location of Hungarian archeological 

excavations in Egypt.

Hungarian archeology is present in 

the necropolis with three missions, 

said Tamás Bács, head of excavation, 

from the Department of Egyptology of 

Eötvös Loránd University. For the past 

thirty years, they have been working 

on excavating a painted tomb from the 

New Kingdom of Egypt, revealing the 

treasures of the least known era, he 

said. He noted that their results had 

been presented at an exhibition by the 

Egyptian Museum in 2009.

The president met Coptic Christian 

church leaders in Egypt on the first 

Sunday of advent. During his talks with 

Bishop Silvanus, the head of the St. 

Pachomius monastery of Luxor, Ader 

discussed the persecution of Christians 

and the situation of Coptic Christians 

in Egypt.

“Christians have to suffer because 

of their faith in many parts of the 

world,” Áder told journalists after the 

meeting, adding that in recent years 

“we have put our heads in the sand, 

pretending that the problem is non-

existent”. Egypt was only ruled by 

radical Islamists for one year, between 

2012 and 2013, but more than 80 

Coptic Christian churches were set 

on fire or blown up during that time, 

the president said. It demonstrates 

the strength of the Coptic community 
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that the past seven years have been 

enough to rebuild all these churches, 

Áder said, noting that Egypt’s current 

president, Abdel-Fattah el-Sisi provides 

protection to members of the Coptic 

community. He has helped rebuild 

the destroyed churches and is the 

first of Egypt’s presidents to celebrate 

with the Christian community every 

Christmas since his election, he added. 

Egyptians are also grateful for the 

assistance given by the Hungarian 

state to the families of the victims of 

the bloody terror attack of 2016, Áder 

said.

HALÁSZ: rePOrTS ON 
SOrOS’S ATTemPTS 
TO INFLUeNce ec NOT 
reFUTeD

Press reports about US financier 

George Soros’s attempts to influence 

the approval procedure of new 

European commissioners have not 

been refuted, János Halász, the ruling 

Fidesz deputy head of parliament’s 

national security committee, said 

after Friday’s committee meeting held 

behind closed doors. The committee 

also heard reports about past 

attacks against Hungary’s candidate 

for European commissioner Olivér 

Várhelyi, he added.

Soros’s attempts against Várhelyi 

also raise national security issues, he 

said. In line with the reports, Soros 

made every attempt personally 

and through his network and 

media to “torpedo the Hungarian 

commissioner”, he added.

The European Parliament approved 

on Wednesday the new commission 

headed by Ursula von der Leyen 

and Várhelyi was entrusted with the 

portfolio of European Neighbourhood 

and Enlargement.

TeAcHerS HOLD 
DemONSTrATION IN 
bUDAPeST

Teachers’ trade union PSZ held 

a demonstration in Budapest on 

Saturday, with support from other 

teachers’ unions, demanding higher 

wages and a reduction of the burden 

on teachers. Participants who 

gathered in front of the Parliament 

called for pay hikes, reducing the 

number of teachers’ working hours, 

support for those starting their 

career in education, the withdrawal 

of the regulation on the compulsory 

schooling of six-year-olds and the 

withdrawal of the act on vocational 

education.

Addressing the protesters, PSZ 

leader Zsuzsa Szabó said that if 

the government fails to meet their 

demands, the union will call a 

nationwide teachers’ strike in January.

In response to the demonstration, 

the ministry of human resources 

said in a statement that the ministry 

had been open to the negotiations, 

which had been ongoing for several 

months, and remains open and ready 

for consultation on further wage 

demands.

The ministry added that the 

teachers are not demonstrating 

against the government but for 

higher wages, therefore they 

consider it outrageous that the 

opposition parties are exploiting the 

opportunity for their own political 

goals.

The ruling Fidesz party also 

issued a statement, saying that 

the opposition and the network of 

George Soros exploiting the teachers’ 

demonstration are only interested in 

coming to power rather than the fate 

of teachers, and their real aim is to 

replace Hungary’s anti-immigration 

government.

The opposition LMP has expressed 

solidarity with the teachers and 

support for the demonstration.

mINISTrY: HUNGArY 
mAKING GOOD PrOGreSS 
ON cLImATe TArGeTS

Hungary is making good progress 

on meeting its climate targets 

and has been taking “exemplary” 

measures to combat climate 

change, the innovation and 

technology ministry said. Hungary 

has put in place a firm action plan 

on climate change. The country is 

on board with the European Union’s 

2030 climate targets, it said, noting 

that the bloc had the plan and 

resources needed to meet them.

The ministry added that 

Hungary’s targets were even more 

ambitious than those of the EU, 

noting the goal of making 90% of 

the country’s electricity production 

CO2-free by 2030.
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Concerning Hungary’s progress in 

reducing its carbon emissions, the 

ministry noted that greenhouse gas 

emissions were down by one-third 

since 1990. This means Hungary is 

tied with Denmark for 9th place 

in the EU in terms of progress on 

reducing emissions, it added.

Hungary is progressing better 

than most EU member states on 

the goal of climate-neutral energy 

production, the ministry said. 

It said Austria, Cyprus, Ireland, 

Malta, Portugal, Spain and other 

countries had even increased their 

greenhouse gas emissions in recent 

years.

SZIJJÁrTÓ meeTS 
IIb cHAIr AHeAD OF 
eXPANDeD bOArD 
meeTING

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

met with International Investment 

Bank (IIB) chairman Nikolay Kosov 

in Budapest, ahead of a meeting of 

the lender’s board of governors and 

representatives of its stakeholder 

countries, the foreign ministry said.

It noted that five international 

financial institutions are 

headquartered in Europe, but just 

one in Central Europe: IIB. The 

bank relocated its headquarters 

from Moscow to Budapest last 

summer. Hungary is the second-

biggest shareholder in IBB with a 

14.7% stake. The majority of the 

bank’s member countries are NATO 

members, it said.

So far, IIB has lent 76 million euros 

to Hungarian businesses. It has also 

issued about 50 billion forints (EUR 

148.6m) of bonds in Hungary, the 

ministry said.

HUNGArY SeNDS AID 
TO eArTHQUAKe-HIT 
ALbANIA

Hungary’s disaster management 

authority OKF has sent a 

consignment including tents, camp 

beds, blankets and other care aid 

to Albania hit by a 6.4 magnitude 

earthquake and several aftershocks, 

its spokesman said. The aid worth 

21 million forints (EUR 62.6m) 

was put on wheels in response 

to Albania’s call, Dániel Mukics 

told MTI. Hungary is providing the 

international aid to Albania via 

NATO and EU aid organisations, he 

said.

Arian Spasse, Albania’s 

ambassador, thanked the 

Hungarian government and the 

disaster management authority 

for the consignment.

The earthquake and the 

aftershocks have so far claimed 

close to 50 lives and left at least 

700 people injured.

19TH-ceNTUrY 
HUNGArIAN POeT 
PeTŐFI GeTS STATUe IN 
cHONGQING

A statue of Hungary’s 19th-century 

revolutionary poet Sándor Petőfi 

and his wife Júlia Szendrey has been 

erected in the southwestern Chinese 

megalopolis of Chongqing. The statue 

by sculptor Zsigmond Szórádi was 

gifted to the city’s central Yuzhong 

district by Hungary’s foreign ministry 

on the occasion of the 70th anniversary 

of the establishment of the diplomatic 

ties between Hungary and China.

The statue was unveiled on Friday by 

the prime minister’s advisor Géza Szőcs 

and Zhang Ling, vice-chairman of the 

Chinese People’s Political Consultative 

Conference. Szőcs told MTI that the 

new statue was part of a strategy to 

boost Hungary’s image in western 

China, with the country already having 

established a political, economic 

and cultural presence in Beijing and 

China’s coastal cities. He noted the 

recent launch of Hungarian university 

programmes in Chongqing, Chengdu 

and Xi’an and the upcoming launch of 

a direct flight between Budapest and 

Chongqing. The statue’s inauguration 

therefore coincides with both the 

Hungarian government’s Eastern 

Opening policy and China’s Belt and 

Road initiative, he added.


