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Péter Szijjártó said that security in the Western Balkans in connection with migration was a crucial issue. He said that some 

98,000 illegal migrants have now accumulated in those countries and this posed risks for central Europe. He also said that 

Turkey had reported 398,000 illegal entry attempts by mid-November, 128,000 more than in the whole of last year. “Keeping 

the intelligence network in good order is crucial in fighting illegal migration,” he said. Hungary urges the international 

community to concentrate efforts on helping refugees return to their homes as early as possible, he added. 

On another subject, Szijjártó said the global rivalry in which Hungary is competing for investments with new technologies 

is “more cutthroat than ever”. He added that the competition was of a different kind, marking “a new world order”, and 

Hungary was “in the fight” both for economic and political reasons.  Hungary has a “patriotic policy”, Szijjártó said. “The 

national interest is the yardstick for its decisions.” 

Hungary can expect the pressure of illegal migration to grow “constantly”, the foreign 
minister said after his annual hearing in parliament’s national security committee.

SZIJJÁrTÓ WArNS oF GroWING mIGrATIoN PreSSUre

Demonstration organised by 
teachers’ trade union PSZ

Áder continues visit to egypt

Hungarian olympic Committee 
general meeting  
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Christmas tree felling under way in Nemespátró (SW Hungary)
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HUNGArY reADY To 
STArT TALKS oN JoINING 
eUrASIAN DeveLoPmeNT 
bANK

Hungary is ready to start talks on joining 

the Eurasian Development Bank (EDB) as 

a full member, Finance Minister Mihály 

Varga said at a conference in Moscow. 

Joining the EDB would make inroads into 

new markets and open up new sources 

of financing for Hungarian companies, 

as well as creating opportunities for new 

investments in the Hungarian economy, 

the ministry said in a statement. If the 

accession talks are successful, Hungary will 

join a well-capitalised financial institution 

that international credit rating agencies 

say has a strong financial profile and 

whose operation is in line with generally 

accepted international practices, he 

added.

The EDB was established by Russia 

and Kazakhstan in 2006 “to promote 

economic growth in its member states, 

extend trade and economic ties among 

them, and support integration in Eurasia 

through investment”, according to the 

lender’s website. Since it was founded, 

Armenia, Tajikistan, Belarus and Kyrgyzstan 

have become full members.

GovT To ImProve 
WAGeS For voCATIoNAL 
TeACHerS

The government plans competitive 

wages for vocational teachers, an 

innovation and technology ministry 

official has said. Vocational teachers 

will see their wages rise by an average 

30%, deputy state secretary Annamária 

Pölöskei said, adding that hiking wages 

uniformly, however, was “not the goal”. 

School heads and employers are in a 

position to evaluate performance and 

make wage decisions accordingly from 

a central fund of 35 billion forints (EUR 

104m), she told public broadcaster M1. 

Pölöskei said it was “obvious” that teachers 

with competitive skills who could easily 

find jobs outside of education should 

enjoy higher wages. “The goal is to retain 

good teachers and attract professionals 

working for companies to switch to 

vocational training,” she said, adding that 

“this requires narrowing the wage gap 

between the private sector and schools”. 

Pölöskei also announced that the fees 

paid to guest teachers would be raised 

by an average 50%, while all students in 

vocational training would benefit from 

a monthly scholarship of 7,000 (EUR 21) 

forints in the first two years, and twice as 

much in the third.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: ToUrISm  
To breAK NeW reCorD 
THIS YeAr

All tourism records will be again broken 

this year following the record-breaking 

year of 2018, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said at the official opening of 

the new Párisi Udvar Hotel in central 

Budapest, adding that having been on the 

brink of collapse nine years ago, Hungary’s 

economy is now vigorous and tourism has 

a large part to play in it. Budapest is a top 

European tourism destination, he noted. 

The capital has undergone considerable 

development, he said, adding that the 

number of cities directly accessible by 

flight from Budapest has grown from 

86 to 147 in five years. Budapest is one of 

the world’s safest cities in a world where 

security is increasingly prized, he said.

The renovation of the more than 100 

year-old listed building cost over 13 billion 

forints (EUR 39m), with an 8 billion forint loan 

granted by Hungary’s Eximbank, he added.

GroSS WAGeS UP 11.8% 
Yr/Yr IN SePT

The average gross wage for full-time 

workers in Hungary grew by an annual 

11.8% to 360,709 forints in September, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Net wages grew at the same pace, 

reaching 239,872 forints. Calculating 

with twelve-month CPI of 2.8% in 

August, real wages were 8.8% higher.

Q3 GDP UP 5%, KSH 
CoNFIrmS

Hungary’s third-quarter GDP grew by an 

annual 5%, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) confirmed in a second reading 

of data. On the production side, value-

added in the industrial sector increased 

by 7.6% during the period. Within the 

sector, manufacturing expanded 

by 8.1%. Growth in the construction 

sector reached 18.1%, while the farm 

sector contracted by 1.6%. On the 

expenditure side, household final 

consumption increased by 5.0%. Gross 

fixed capital formation jumped 16.1%. 

Export volume rose by 8.3% and import 

volume was up 7.4%.
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ING Bank chief analyst Péter Virovácz 

said the industrial sector had made 

the most significant contribution to 

GDP growth in years, although the 

contribution of services remained in 

the forefront. On the consumption 

side, the most important change was 

the positive contribution of the trade 

balance, he added. Erste Bank senior 

analyst Orsolya Nyeste also noted the 

positive impact of higher net exports on 

growth, but said the engine of growth 

remains domestic consumption. She 

put full-year growth at 4.9%.

revoLUT boASTS  
more THAN 250,000 
HUNGArIAN USerS 

More than 250,000 Hungarians now use 

the banking service app developed by 

UK fintech startup Revolut, the company’s 

manager for Poland told business daily 

Világgazdaság. Karol Sadaj told the paper 

Hungarian users had made transactions 

adding up to 96 million euros last month. 

Revolut no longer bunches Hungary 

together with the CEE region but regards 

the country as an independent market, he 

added. The number of Hungarian Revolut 

users is on the rise, and the average age of 

users is also increasing, Sadaj said. Revolut 

plans to start offering a Hungarian-

language customer service and wants 

to get a domestic IBAN, the paper said.

PoLGÁr FIrST reCIPIeNT 
oF NeW eUroPeAN  
CHeSS AWArD

Hungary’s Judit Polgár has been selected 

as the first recipient of the European 

Golden Paw, a new award set up by the 

European Chess Union, in the women’s 

category. The award is being granted 

annually to recognise chess performance 

and outstanding achievements related 

to chess, the Hungarian association 

said. This year it will be granted in 12 

categories. “Judit’s award is a source of 

great pride for Hungarian chess and for 

Hungary as a whole; it’s been common 

knowledge that she is the best female 

chess player that ever has lived and this 

is now again being recognised,” the 

head of the Hungarian association László 

Szabó said. “I will use the opportunity 

to attend the gala event in Monte Carlo 

to further build international ties for 

Hungarian chess, with special regard to 

promoting the possibility of Budapest 

hosting the chess Olympics in 2024,” he 

added.

bAPTIST CHArITY AImS To 
CoLLeCT 60,000 GIFTS For 
NeeDY CHILDreN 

Hungary’s Baptist Charity launched 

its annual “shoebox” initiative on 

Friday, aiming to collect 60,000 

boxfuls of Christmas presents for 

poor children. In the 16th year of 

the scheme, the organisers expect 

home-made gifts to arrive before 

Dec. 19, charity head Tibor Hari 

told a press conference. The public 

is also encouraged to make small 

donations of 300 forints (EUR 0.9) 

by calling a charity number, he 

added. For the first time this year, 

the organisation has launched 

its initiative in Slovakia and the 

Netherlands, Hari said.

PUSKÁS PoSTHUmoUSLY 
HoNoUreD WITH WorLD 
SPorTS GoNG

Hungarian football legend Ferenc Puskás 

(1927-2006) is being posthumously 

honoured with the World Sports 

Legends Award for life-time achievement. 

According to a statement by the 

Puskás Academy, a member of the late 

footballer’s family together with Pál 

Schmitt, Hungary’s former president and 

former head of the Hungarian Olympic 

Committee, will take over the award at a 

gala dinner held in Monaco next Saturday. 

WSL awardees include Mika Häkkinen, 

Jean-Marie Pfaff, Jutta Kleinschmidt, 

Osvaldo Ardiles, and Giacomo Agostini. 

The latest posthumous award went to 

Ayrton Senna.


