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Altogether 11,808 people have attempted to enter Hungary illegally so far this year, with 2,418 of those attempts being 

made this month, Gergely Gulyás told a regular government press briefing. He said migrants were now using new 

techniques to try to breach Hungary’s border fence. Migrants tried to bury under the fence, and two tunnels discovered 

by the police have been sealed, he added. Ethnic Hungarian politicians in northern Serbia’s Vojvodina region have also 

reported a sharp rise in the number of illegal migrants in the area, Gulyás said, adding that a clear signal should be sent 

to migrants attempting to reach Europe via the Western Balkan route: they will be stopped on the Hungarian-Serbian 

border or another external EU border. 

Concerning the political situation in Europe, Gulyás said Wednesday’s vote of confidence in the European Parliament on 

the new European Commission showed that the body now enjoyed far greater support than EC President Ursula von der 

Leyen had in the summer. 

The number of migrants looking to enter Hungary illegally from Serbia has risen 
significantly over the past month, the head of the prime minister’s office said.

GULYÁS: MIGRANT PRESENCE GROWING

Baptist Charity collects Christmas 
donations for the poor

Foreign minister attends Párisi Udvar 
Hotel opening

KSH releases GDP Q3, wages Jan-Sept
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maternity wardM
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Hungarian and Serbian PMs at meeting on minorities
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GULYÁS: VÁRHELYI’S 
PORTFOLIO ‘HUNGARY’S 
MOST IMPORTANT’

The head of the prime minister’s 

office, Gergely Gulyás, said the 

neighbourhood and enlargement 

portfolio to be overseen by Olivér 

Várhelyi was “the most important” 

portfolio assigned to Hungary since 

the country joined the bloc in 2004. 

Gulyás said the government was 

convinced that Várhelyi would serve 

the interests of both Europe and 

Hungary in his post. In response to 

a question, Gulyás said Democratic 

Coalition MEP Klára Dobrev’s warning 

that her party would initiate Várhelyi’s 

removal from office were he found 

to be following the government’s 

instructions held no merit, arguing 

that neither scenario was possible. He 

said Várhelyi was “far better versed” in 

the functioning of the EU than Dobrev, 

adding that Dobrev had only used her 

position as an MEP to “prevent the 

approval” of the government’s original 

commissioner-designate.

Asked about a recent remark by 

the Romanian ambassador that in 

the absence of a bilateral agreement, 

Hungary would have no opportunity 

to support farmers in Transylvania, 

Gulyás said the two countries formed 

parts of the same economic area. 

“We expect Romania to make clear 

what objections it has to Hungary 

contributing to the development of 

the Romanian economy by supporting 

the Transylvanian region,” Gulyás said.

Meanwhile, he said the majority 

of councillors in Budapest’s new 

municipal assembly had failed to 

back plans for a superhospital in 

southern Buda and have refused to 

approve city financing for further 

health-care projects. Gulyás called 

it “bad news” that the assembly on 

Wednesday rejected two related 

amendments proposed by the ruling 

Fidesz-Christian Democrat alliance. 

One concerned the construction of 

the superhospital and the other a 10 

billion forint (EUR 29.7m) contribution 

by the municipal assembly to funding 

the upgrade of the city’s health-care 

institutions, he said.

Gulyás said the government has 

allocated an extra 34 billion forints 

(EUR 101m) to the national health 

insurance fund for this year. The 

money will be used to fund drug 

subsidies and ensure better quality 

care for patients with rare diseases. 

Asked about hospital debts, Gulyás 

said the financial situation of the 

health-care sector could only be fixed 

once hospitals stopped accumulating 

debts and had enough money to 

treat all patients. The government, 

he added, was constantly monitoring 

the responsibility of hospital heads in 

connection with debt accumulation. 

Gulyás argued that some forms of care 

were underfunded while others could 

still be provided with less funding.

Budapest’s public projects council 

will convene next week at the 

request of Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

to discuss with the government the 

municipality’s conditions, Gulyás 

said. He added that he would try 

and convince the mayor that the city 

should not veto the superhospital 

project. The city should also 

“contribute to its health budget if 

they really consider that a priority,” 

he added. “It would compromise the 

city’s creditability if they refused to 

spend any money on health services 

out of a budget of 300 billion forints,” 

Gulyás said. He added that many of 

the conditions set by the municipal 

leadership coincided with the 

government’s plans, and some of them 

had been written into in next year’s 

budget.

Gulyás said the government had a 

clear commitment to developing health 

services, adding the government’s 

Healthy Budapest scheme has 

budgeted 42 billion forints for health 

improvements next year. “There are 

more CT scanners in Budapest than 

there are districts”, he said, adding 

that the government was open to 

talks aimed at further increasing 

that number.  Gulyás welcomed the 

assembly’s unanimous decision to 

support plans for Budapest to host the 

2023 World Athletics Championships, 

adding that “Budapest’s largest-ever 

green project” would be implemented 

alongside the event. 

On another subject, Gulyás said 

the European Union was mulling 

a penalty of 50-60 billion forints in 

connection with municipal contracts 

for Budapest’s 4th metro line. The 

government has initiated talks aimed 

at reducing that penalty to a minimum, 

he added. 
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Meanwhile, Gulyás said the Hungary 

Helps scheme had been welcomed in 

many countries, especially in the US. He 

added the aid scheme would be “more 

successful than other programmes 

because it delivers aid directly to 

those that need it, such as church 

communities or hospitals in war zones.” 

“Hungary cannot stay passive when 

it comes to the world’s 245 million 

persecuted Christians,” he added. 

Concerning the Budapest-Belgrade 

rail project, Gulyás said the agreements 

with contractors have been signed and 

construction is expected to take about 

three years to complete.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
SIGNS USD 50 MILLION 
TIED AID WITH KENYA

Hungary has agreed with Kenya to 

launch a 50 million US dollar tied 

aid programme, Péter Szijjártó, the 

minister of foreign affairs and trade, 

said on Thursday after meeting his 

Kenyan counterpart Monica Juma. 

Szijjártó told a news conference that 

Hungarian companies are building 

two hospitals in Kenya for 35 million 

dollars, while a food development 

scheme worth 10 million dollars will 

also be soon under way. Hungarian 

companies are investing 5 million 

dollars to upgrade irrigation systems 

there, he added.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó said the 

challenges facing the European Union 

had a strong security dimension, so 

there was increasing importance 

attached to cooperation with sub-

Saharan Africa to prevent migration 

and the associated risk of terrorism.  

He said it was vitally important to 

cooperate with African countries 

that partner in addressing the root 

causes of migration and coordinate 

in the fight against terrorism, while 

enhancing their ability to retain 

their populations. Kenya is such 

a country, he said, adding that 

bilateral cooperation was therefore 

highly prized. Emphasis is placed 

on economic and educational 

cooperation in a bid to reduce 

emigration from Kenya and strengthen 

the country’s role in stabilising the 

region, Szijjártó said.

Kenyan students have access to 100 

scholarships to study at Hungarian 

universities every year. Besides 

Hungarian-Kenyan cooperation on 

improving diplomatic training, Hungary 

and Slovenia are providing medical 

equipment to Kenyan hospitals worth 

33 million forints (EUR 100,000), he said.

Given Kenya’s stabilising role, 

Hungary supports the country’s 

application to join the UN Security 

Council in 2021-22, he said. Also, 

Hungary is helping to establish a 

regional counter-terrorism centre in 

East Africa, he noted.

Szijjártó noted that the UN is 

outsourcing its global services from 

New York, and the four cities in 

contention to host the facilities include 

the Hungarian and Kenyan capitals, so 

both strive to back the endeavour.

Juma noted that Hungarian 

President János Áder will pay an official 

visit to Kenya in January. She said 

that hopefully a diplomatic mission 

would soon open in Budapest. She 

also welcomed the increasing number 

of young Kenyan people coming to 

Hungary to study.  The two officials 

signed an agreement on cooperation 

between Hungary’s National University 

of Public Service and the Kenyan 

Diplomatic Academy.

ORBÁN URGES 
HUNGARY-CROATIA 
BORDER REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENTS 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán called for 

new development projects in Hungary 

and Croatia’s shared border regions. 

Addressing the inauguration of a 

new Hungarian-run student hostel in 

Osijek (Eszék), in north-eastern Croatia, 

Orbán underlined the importance of 

intensifying ties between Croatia’s 

Slavonia region and Hungary’s Baranya 

County. At the event jointly held 

with his Croatian counterpart Andrej 

Plenković, Orbán said that 80-100 years 

ago Slavonia and Baranya County had 

been the most prosperous areas of their 

respective countries. “They envied us, 

not just for our cultures but also our 

high standard of living,” Orbán said. 

He said Croatians living in Slavonia 

and Hungarians living in Baranya 

County tended to think of themselves 

as living on their countries’ peripheries. 

“People and communities that think 

they live on the periphery will never be 

successful. Only those who believe that 

their home is the centre of the world 

can be successful.”
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Orbán said Croatia’s accession to 

the European Union’s passport-free 

Schengen zone would greatly help the 

two countries intensify their cultural, 

sports, business and political relations. 

He added that if Croatia and Hungary 

continued to elect “nationally minded” 

governments for another ten years, 

they could bring about “a whole new 

world” in the border region.

Plenković said ethnic minorities 

played a major role in fostering friendly 

and good neighbourly relations 

between Croatia and Hungary.  Citing 

the latest censuses, the Croatian 

premier said that over 14,000 ethnic 

Hungarians live in Croatia and close to 

26,000 ethnic Croats live in Hungary. 

He added, however, that unofficial 

estimates put both figures higher. 

Plenković said that both countries 

were obliged to promote whatever can 

be preserved of the identity, culture, 

education and traditions of their ethnic 

minorities.

ÁDER: EGYPTIAN SECURITY 
IN EUROPE’S INTEREST

Egyptian security and success in 

fighting terrorism is in Europe’s vital 

interest, President János Áder said at 

a joint news conference with Abdel 

Fattah El-Sisi, his Egyptian counterpart, 

in Cairo. Egypt, Áder said, was 

indispensable in fighting terrorism and 

preventing another migration wave to 

Europe.

Meanwhile, he said cooperation in 

water management was an area of 

bilateral economic ties worth pursuing, 

and hopefully the results would be 

tangible within a year or two. He 

mentioned increasing the efficiency 

of water use and reducing network 

losses amid increasing demand for 

water in an ever-expanding population 

as challenges to be surmounted, as 

well as the problem of waste water 

treatment. Referring to what is the third 

meeting of the countries’ presidents 

in the past two and a half years, he 

praised the intensity of Egypt-Hungary 

ties. 

El-Sisi said Hungary played an 

important role in the European Union 

and at a regional level, and called 

for closer cooperation in building 

international relations. It is a common 

interest, he added, to develop an 

international position on fighting 

terrorism. Regarding Libya and Syria, 

he said the international community 

should step up efforts to address the 

strife there. 

El-Sisi called his meeting with Áder 

“fruitful”, and added a fourth meeting 

on strengthening national, economic 

and scientific ties may be held in 

Budapest next year. He welcomed 

the increasing number of Hungarian 

tourists visiting Egypt, and pledged 

to make their stay as safe as possible.

HUNGARY’S PUBLIC 
MEDIA REJECTS PRESS 
ACCUSATIONS OVER 
EUROVISION 

Hungary’s public service media 

organisation firmly rejects 

“outrageous and unacceptable 

statements” published in the 

Hungarian and international media 

concerning the decision not to take 

part in next year’s Eurovision Song 

Contest, public media foundation 

MTVA said, referring to articles in a 

number of Hungarian and foreign 

media outlets alleging that the 

decision not to take part in the 

Eurovision Song Contest was linked 

to the event being associated with the 

LGBTQ community. The foundation 

said that “those articles in the press 

referring to sexual orientation violate 

human dignity, the ethical norms of 

journalism, as well as the rule of law”. 

“A decision was made on 

professional grounds to directly 

foster talented Hungarian musicians 

in creating value-generating 

productions next year instead of 

launching the Eurovision Song 

Contest. We want to make clear that 

we do not take the sexual orientation 

of anyone in any production or event 

into consideration,” the statement 

said, adding: “The question is, 

however, why do the media writing 

about this do so?”

VIKING SIGYN CAPTAIN 
CHARGED OVER DANUBE 
SHIP COLLISION

The captain of a cruise ship which 

collided with a sightseeing boat in 

central Budapest in May has been 

charged with criminal misconduct 

leading to mass casualties and 35 

counts of failing to provide assistance 

after the collision. According to the 
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indictment of Budapest’s 6th and 7th 

district prosecutor, the cruise ship’s 

captain was inattentive losing focus on 

steering the ship for several minutes. 

He further failed to keep a safe distance 

and signal intention to overtake the 

sightseeing boat. The captain also 

failed to meet the obligation to 

provide assistance after the collision. 

The prosecutor is seeking a nine-year 

prison term for the captain and wants 

him to be banned from steering ships 

for another nine years on the condition 

that he pleads guilty and waives his 

right to a trial, the statement said.

JOBBIK CALLS FOR STAND-
ALONE MINISTRIES 
FOR EDUCATION AND 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS

The opposition Jobbik party said 

on Thursday that education and 

cultural affairs should be hived 

off into two separate ministries. 

Koloman Brenner, the nationalist 

party’s deputy group leader, also 

decried the separation of research 

institutions from the Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences (MTA) and the 

restructuring of universities. The 

future of the network of former MTA 

research institutions established from 

Sept. 1 was still “uncertain”, he told a 

press conference, adding that “several 

excellent young and mid-career 

researchers who make up the core 

of the domestic scientific world” were 

leaving the country. He said artificially 

dividing up education into separate 

vocational and public education silos 

would not work. “Every year the entire 

system of education is reorganised 

chaos ensues,” Brenner said, and also 

referred critically to reported plans 

to abolish faculties at Budapest’s 

Corvinus University.

GULYÁS: PROTECTING 
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS 
MORAL DUTY

Protecting persecuted Christians is 

a moral duty “and a cause we must 

also stand up for on the international 

stage”, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office said on the closing 

day of an international conference on 

persecuted Christians. “There’ll be a 

chance in the 21st century to end all 

forms of persecution of Christians 

and bloody genocides as well as 

the increasingly prevalent forms of 

discrimination in Europe,” Gergely 

Gulyás said. But this requires new 

approaches in public and academic 

life “so that we have the strength, 

courage and wisdom to stand up” 

for those facing persecution, he 

added. “We need to get back to the 

pursuit of a free dialogue with all 

well-intentioned people who value 

Christianity, human rights and the 

freedom of conscience,” the PM’s 

chief of staff said. He also called for 

the restoration of Christian faith 

throughout Europe, saying that “it 

appears we’re gradually cutting 

away our Christian roots.” “We believe 

that this process is not irreversible,” 

Gulyás said. He also highlighted 

Hungary’s efforts to aid persecuted 

Christians. Under the Hungary Helps 

humanitarian scheme, “we take the 

help to those in need ourselves”, 

Gulyás said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ LAUDS 
COOPERATION BETWEEN 
GOVT, SERVICE CENTRES

Cooperation between the 

government and Hungary’s business 

service centres has proven mutually 

beneficial and must be continued in 

the future, too, the foreign affairs and 

trade minister said in Budapest. The 

creation of a Hungarian economic 

model has allowed the government 

to maintain the country’s fiscal 

balance and encourage growth, Péter 

Szijjártó told a conference organised 

by the Hungarian Investment 

Promotion Agency (HIPA) and the 

Hungarian Service and Outsourcing 

Association (HOA). Hungary has 

been gradually reducing the public 

debt over the past nine years, he 

said, adding that the debt-to-GDP 

ratio is seen falling to below 60% by 

2022. The government has created 

800,000 new jobs over the past nine 

years, bringing the unemployment 

rate down from 12.5% to 3.3%, the 

minister said.

Szijjártó noted that there are 120 

business service centres in Hungary 

employing more than 55,000 people. 

The sector has seen 34 investments 

over the past three years, creating 

4,667 jobs, he said, adding that the 

government is in talks with seven 

companies considering setting up their 
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own service centres in the country. 

Supporting service centres will be 

a key part of the government’s next 

economy protection plan, he added.

HUNGARY INVESTMENT 
VOLUME CLIMBS ALMOST 
15% IN Q3

Investment volume in Hungary 

rose by an annual 14.8% in the 

third quarter, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. In absolute terms, 

investments came to 2,684.4 billion 

forints (EUR 7.98bn) during the 

period. Construction investments 

increased by 15.8%, reaching 1,601.6 

billion forints. Machinery investments 

climbed 13.6% and stood at 1,062.9 

billion forints. Manufacturing sector 

investments jumped 28.6%, reaching 

740.6 billion forints. Investments in 

the logistics sector were up 17.1% 

at 496.8 billion forints. Real estate 

investments increased by 22.6% to 

reach 452.3 billion forints. Private 

sector investments were up 28.7% at 

1,606.5 billion forints. Public sector 

investments edged up 0.2 of a percent 

to 385.7 billion forints.

SCHAEFFLER GROUP TO 
BUILD HUF 23.5 BN PLANT 
IN HUNGARY

German automotive industry supplier 

Schaeffler will build a 23.5 billion forint 

(EUR 69.8m) plant in Szombathely, 

in western Hungary, company and 

government officials announced. 

Construction of the plant, with 

15,000sqm of production area, will 

start next February and finish by 

year-end, said Tibor Szigeti, managing 

director of local unit Schaeffler Savaria. 

The plant is being constructed at 

a greenfield site about 3km from 

Schaeffler’s existing base, he added. 

Péter Szijjártó, the foreign affairs and 

trade minister, said the government is 

supporting the investment creating 

150 jobs with a 5 billion forint grant.

FOREIGN NATIONALS 
GET SUSPENDED PRISON 
TERMS FOR USING FAKE 
IDS

A Kiskunhalas district court has 

sentenced three men, a Moroccan, 

a Palestinian and a Tunisian, to 

suspended prison terms for attempting 

to enter Hungary with fake IDs, the 

Bács-Kiskun County chief prosecutor’s 

office said. In a binding ruling, the 

defendants were each given 8-month 

prison terms, suspended for two years, 

the office said. Under the same ruling, 

after serving their sentence, they 

would be expelled from the country 

for two years. The three men arrived 

at the Serbian-Hungarian border on 

Nov. 23. The Tunisian and Palestinian 

defendants presented fake Italian IDs 

to border police, while the Moroccan 

defendant presented a fake Belgian 

one. The defendants were placed 

under arrest after confessing to police.


