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“The space industry is becoming one of the most important industries,” he told the conference dubbed Space19+. “This 

will be another opportunity for Hungary to develop and push forward, focusing on the training of the second Hungarian 

astronaut to be sent to the International Space Station -- which we consider a realistic plan for 2024 -- in cooperation with 

Russia’s Roscosmos,” he added. He told the conference that this week the second and third satellites of Hungary’s space 

industry will be launched from New Zealand, and these will initially be used for measuring electromagnetic smog in the 

stratosphere. Future goals include Hungary sending an independent satellite to orbit the Earth, he said. Additionally, in 

cooperation with Russia, Hungarian scientific and measuring devices will be sent to the ISS by 2024. Also, a space weather 

mission is in a preparatory phase, involving building a micro-satellite fleet, he said. Hungary’s new foreign economic and 

political aspirations include once again participating in the peaceful use of space, Szijjártó added.

Hungary plans to send an astronaut to space in 2024, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 
said at a European Space Agency ministerial conference in Seville.

HUNGARY PLANS TO SEND ASTRONAUT TO ISS IN ‘24
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JUSTICE MINISTER: 
HUNGARY AMONG MOST 
ACTIVE EU MEMBERS IN 
DEFENCE POLICY

Hungary is among the European 

Union’s most active members when 

it comes to security and defence 

policy, Justice Minister Judit Varga 

said, attending the Berlin Security 

Conference. Varga said cooperation 

with Germany in this area was 

“exceptionally good”. She told 

journalists during the break of the 

conference that Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán had spoken about boosting 

Europe’s defence capabilities as 

early as 2016, “and this idea is gaining 

traction”. 

At a panel discussion concerning 

the role of women in peace and 

security, Varga said Hungary has been 

active in strengthening the position 

of women, and the government is 

drafting a related action plan. She 

noted that the Hungary Helps scheme 

provides support to people living in 

war zones, and the aid it delivers to 

such areas eases the everyday lives 

of women. Hungary, she added, is 

helping to rebuild Karakos, the largest 

Christian city in Iraq, which suffered at 

the hands of the Islamic State terrorist 

group.

Meanwhile, Varga also met senior 

editors of influential German papers. 

She said reports on Hungary by 

Germany’s mainstream media were 

“critical in tone”, and much which 

was positive was passing German 

readers by, such as increased 

international recognition for 

Hungary’s contribution to Europe’s 

security and to its security beyond 

Europe’s borders.

MINISTER: HUNGARY 
CONTINUES TO SUPPORT 
FAO TARGETS

Hungary is ready to continue 

successful cooperation with the Food 

and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of 

the United Nations and its Budapest 

offices, Minister of Agriculture István 

Nagy said after talks with FAO’s new 

chair Qu Dongyu in Rome, the ministry 

said. At the meeting on Tuesday, 

Nagy briefed Qu about the close links 

between Hungary’s international 

development activities and FAO’s work. 

Hungary agrees with the main targets 

of FAO and continues to be dedicated 

to supporting the organisation’s work, 

he added. Under the arrangements of 

an agreement signed in 2007, Hungary 

contributes as much as its resources 

permit to establishing food security in 

developing countries and hosts FAO’s 

European and Central Asian Regional 

Office and Service Centre, he added. 

The number of UN offices has been 

continually increasing in Hungary, and 

several UN organisations have moved 

their regional centres or service centres 

to Budapest, he said.

During his Rome visit, Nagy also 

held talks with President of the 

International Fund for Agricultural 

Development Gilbert Fossoun 

Houngbo, and they discussed ways 

to further develop cooperation. Nagy 

said Hungary’s aim was to take help 

where it was needed in agriculture, 

which applies to developing countries, 

including on the African continent. By 

improving farmers’ professional skills 

and developing their economies, the 

country can contribute to improving 

food security, he added. The talks 

also touched on Hungary’s targeted 

contribution in Uganda, the ministry 

said.

BUDAPEST ASSEMBLY 
VOTES TO PUT PARKING 
BACK INTO HANDS OF 
LOCAL COUNCILS 

The Budapest assembly decided 

on Wednesday that local council 

service providers will be exclusively 

authorised to oversee parking fees and 

collect fines. The proposal submitted 

by Mayor Gergely Karácsony was 

approved with 18 votes in favour, 

one against and 13 abstentions, and 

will be implemented next July. The 

amendment to parking regulations 

also involves reducing the number of 

parking meters.

Also, the assembly unanimously 

voted to support measures proposed 

by the mayor to improve winter care 

of the city’s homeless. The measures 

include the coordinated disinfection of 

night shelters, ensuring accessibility to 

care facilities and increasing the number 

of active recovery beds. The assembly 

has approved 47 million forints (EUR 

140,000) for the project. The assembly, 

however, rejected a proposed survey 
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of capacity for emergency winter 

placement of elderly homeless people 

needing care in old people’s homes run 

by the municipality.

The assembly also voted 

unanimously to support plans 

to host the 2023 World Athletics 

Championships, in return for the 

government’s meeting conditions 

the city set earlier. One of the city’s 

preconditions is that the planned 

new stadium in District 9 to host the 

events should be constructed as a 

facility that serves local participant 

sports and could be used for cultural 

events, too, as part of a recreational 

park. Another condition is that the 

government should increase the 

budget for the Healthy Budapest 

Programme by at least 50 billion forints 

(EUR 150m) to improve the districts’ 

health services. Further, with a view 

to expanding green spaces in the city, 

work should begin on the afforestation 

project through creating at least 100 

hectares of greenland. The city also 

expects the government to meet 

earlier, contracted obligations with 

regard to public transport, and start 

recultivation of brown zone sites.

The assembly has authorised 

Karácsony to negotiate with the 

government concerning the planned 

world championships and give 

briefings on his talks. Karácsony 

said the city was seeking “a good 

compromise” and argued that “we 

should listen to not only sports people 

but also to voters that think that too 

much has been spent on competitive 

sports and too little on health care”. 

The mayor praised the government 

for its willingness to accept the 

municipal assembly’s position on the 

subject. He added, however, that the 

government should confirm in writing 

its commitments made earlier to István 

Tarlós, his predecessor in the mayoral 

post. He said the city was “sceptical 

about the future” but it would “give 

cooperation with the government a 

chance”.

NÉMETH CALLS FOR OPEN 
TALK ABOUT PERSECUTED 
CHRISTIANS 

Talking about persecuted Christians 

must gain legitimacy across the world, 

Zsolt Németh, the head of parliament’s 

foreign affairs committee, said on 

the second day of an international 

conference on the subject in Budapest. 

Németh called for a “paradigm shift” 

in diplomacy “the essence of which 

is that we talk openly about the 

persecution of Christians. That open 

speech must be applied in multi-

lateral diplomacy and in the area of 

human rights, too.” Németh insisted 

that the persecution of Christians 

should be considered as a separate 

subject, otherwise it could suggest 

that “nobody must be persecuted 

except Christians”. He argued that 

promoting the freedom of religion 

without mentioning the persecution of 

Christians would be similar to fighting 

racism in general but not mentioning 

anti-Semitism. That, he added, “would 

be anti-Semitic reasoning”. “Talking 

about anti-Semitism does not mean 

providing legitimacy to other forms 

of racism, and talking about the 

persecution of Christians is not 

equal to accepting the persecution 

of other religions”. Talking about the 

persecution of Christians will help 

avoid “double standards under which 

more harm could be done to Christians 

than to others”, he said and added that 

“this would harm democracy and 

human rights in the United Nations 

world order”. 

Zoltán Balog, the prime minister’s 

commissioner for social affairs, said that 

Hungary helps persecuted Christian 

communities “for itself because if 

Christians living at the source of 

Christianity are killed, our own culture 

and faith will be killed, too”. Apostolic 

nuncio Antoine Camilleri said in his 

address that a globalising world will 

not automatically create equality 

between people. Opportunities for 

manipulating information easily and 

fast pose a real threat for democracy 

and the freedom of religion, he said. 

He warned of the power of companies 

with huge databases and said that 

businesses such as Google, Apple or 

Facebook have become superpowers 

like the US, China or Russia.

VARGA SIGNS STRATEGIC 
AGREEMENT WITH 
WORLD’S LARGEST BANK

Hungary is tightening its financial ties 

with the Industrial and Commercial 

Bank of China (ICBC), the largest 

bank in the world by total assets, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said on 
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Wednesday after signing a strategic 

cooperation agreement with the 

bank’s managing director. The bilateral 

memorandum of understanding 

is important for strengthening 

Hungarian-Chinese financial ties and 

aims to develop strategic cooperation 

based on mutual interests in the long 

term, a statement by the ministry 

said. The document states that the 

ICBC is ready to actively cooperate 

in renminbi bond issues and support 

cross-border renminbi business 

relations, payment transactions and 

the financing of infrastructure projects. 

ICBC will be ready to develop links with 

Hungarian banks interested in artificial 

intelligence, cloud-based services and 

other digital developments.

The bank will also consider the 

opening of a Budapest branch in 

order to simplify Hungarian-Chinese 

transactions and support projects 

under the arrangements of the Belt 

and Road Initiative. The sides were 

in agreement that ICBC’s presence 

in Hungary, and central Europe more 

widely, would further strengthen 

Hungary’s role as a regional financial 

centre, the statement added.

FIDESZ CALLS FOR NEW 
CHAPTER IN FUNCTIONING 
OF EU

The MEP group of Hungary’s ruling 

Fidesz-Christian Democrat alliance has 

called for opening a “new chapter” in 

the functioning of the European Union 

and a fundamental turnaround in its 

economic and migration policies. 

The MEP group said in a statement 

that it saw a greater chance of 

achieving these goals under the new 

European Commission led by Ursula 

von der Leyen than it had before. 

Fidesz MEP Tamás Deutsch said he 

was “cautiously optimistic” that the 

EU could “move away from its earlier 

foolish migration policy”, noting that “a 

far more sensible” policy was starting 

to take shape. The Fidesz-Christian 

Democrat group is optimistic about 

the new commission and considers 

the approval of Olivér Várhelyi as the 

commissioner for neighbourhood 

and enlargement policy Hungary’s 

“biggest diplomatic success of the 

past ten years”, Deutsch said. He said 

the previous commission had caused 

“serious damage” and weakened 

Europe with its “flawed” migration 

and economic policies, arguing that 

a new direction was needed. “They let 

the migrants in and allowed Britain to 

leave,” the MEP said. “The continent’s 

security situation has deteriorated 

significantly and the European 

economy is again showing signs of a 

crisis.”

The MEP group of the leftist 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK) 

said in a statement that Von der Leyen’s 

plans were congruent with the main 

pillars of DK’s platform for Europe, such 

as the party’s push for the introduction 

of an EU-wide minimum wage and the 

taxation of multinational companies. 

Socialist Party MEP István Ujhelyi said 

that in spite of his reservations, he had 

high expectations of the bloc’s new 

executive body. He said his party 

would push for direct funding of 

local councils as well as legislation on 

minimum health services. Momentum 

MEP Anna Donáth abstained from 

voting on the new commission as a 

way of expressing her doubts over 

Várhelyi’s independence of the 

Hungarian government as well as her 

disapproval of the “backroom deals” 

that led to Von der Leyen’s election. 

Jobbik’s Márton Gyöngyösi called for 

strengthening the directly-elected 

European Parliament and guaranteeing 

the conditions of the rule of law in 

member states. Summarising his 

address to the EP plenary in a Facebook 

post, Gyöngyösi called for boosting 

the EU’s social pillar, fairer wages and 

climate protection.

JOBLESS RATE 3.5%

Hungary’s three-month rolling average 

jobless rate was 3.5% in August-

October, unchanged from the previous 

three-month period and down from 

3.7% year earlier, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. The rate covers 

unemployment among those between 

the ages of 15 and 74.

In absolute terms, there were 

163,600 unemployed, 1,100 more than 

in the previous period but down 9,300 

from a year earlier.

Jobless Hungarians spent about 

11.2 months on average looking 

for employment during the period, 

and 32 % of the unemployed had 

been seeking work for one year or 

longer. The number of employed 

stood at 4,520,500 among 15 to 
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74 year-olds, 18,400 or 0.4% more 

than in the same period a year 

earlier. The employment rate was 

60.9%, up 0.3 percentage points. 

The number of employed included 

110,800 Hungarians in fostered work 

programmes and 118,700 working 

abroad. The number of those 

employed on the domestic primary 

labour market rose 0.7% from a year 

earlier to 4,291,000, while the number 

of fostered workers dropped by 

16.6%. The number of those working 

abroad was up 9.8%.

KSH defines “employed” in line with 

International Labour Organisation 

standards as anybody who worked 

one or more hour a week or was 

temporarily absent from their job 

during the survey week. The data also 

include those employed in public work 

schemes and those working abroad for 

less than one year.

ING Bank chief analyst Péter Virovácz 

said the Hungarian labour market 

was becoming tighter. While large 

companies lay off people following 

efficiency improvements, less efficient 

firms are hiring the laid off employees, 

keeping unemployment rate steady. 

Employment is only increasing 

marginally, but there are some shifts 

within the labour pool. Unemployment 

rate is likely to be around 3.5% both 

this year and next, he said. Takarékbank 

lead analyst András Horváth said the 

number of fostered workers was 

dropping but some of them struggled 

to find jobs on the primary labour 

market; probably due to a lack of skills. 

The employment rate had potential to 

rise, but this would require net wages 

to be competitive with wages abroad 

so that people working abroad return 

home.

LOT TO LAUNCH DIRECTS 
FLIGHTS FROM BUDAPEST 
TO VARNA, DUBROVNIK

LOT Polish Airlines will launch direct 

f lights from Budapest to Varna, in 

Bulgaria, and Dubrovnik, Croatia, 

next summer, Chief Commercial 

Officer Michal Fijol said in Budapest. 

The direct flights will operate once a 

week on Sundays starting from June 

7 and run until September 27. LOT 

will use Embraer E195 aircraft for the 

routes. The carrier also said it would 

raise the number of its directs flights 

between Budapest and Seoul from 

three to four from next May, citing 

high demand.

JOAN CARRILLO 
APPOINTED MANAGER OF 
FEHÉRVÁR

Spanish soccer coach Joan Carrillo 

has been appointed manager of 

Fehérvár for a term until the summer 

of 2021, the club has announced. 

The new manager, who signed the 

contract earlier today, replaced 

Marko Nikolić of Serbia, who had 

coached the team since June 2017 

and led it to the group stage of the 

Europa League last year. Carrillo 

will return to the club based in 

Székesfehérvár, in central Hungary. 

During his first term as head coach 

in 2014-2015, the team won a 

champion’s title.


