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After a meeting with EU counterparts, the foreign minister said it was clear that “pro-migration forces are again in full swing”. 

Referring to discussions at the meeting on the 2000 ACP-EU agreement, Szijjártó said that “it is clear that the African side 

and several EU members, together with the European Commission, seek to amend that deal with components promoting 

migration, highlighting its positive effects”. Hungary believes Africa should be supported in a way that allows the continent’s 

rapidly growing population to prosper in their homelands, so that setting off for Europe is not their only option, he said. 

Hungary will not support the document if it includes any references to the UN’s global migration and asylum compacts, 

he said, insisting that those documents were “still stealthily being forced” into international law. Because Hungary believes 

in providing help at the location where it is needed, the government has contributed 7 billion forints (EUR 20.9m) to job-

creation schemes, water management and hygiene services in Africa so far this year, Szijjártó noted.

Hungary will only support an agreement between the EU and Africa that provides an 
effective mechanism for repatriating migrants and helps Africa retain its population, 
Péter Szijjártó has said.

DeAL ‘SHoULD HeLP rePATrIATIoN oF mIGrANTS’
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persecution of Christians

Szijjártó presser after meeting 
Lebanese counterpart Gebran bassil

Stats office releases demographics in 
Jan-Sept 2019 report

Parliamentary cttees hold meetings

International Investment bank (Ibb) 
presser on 2019 results, plans
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Starlink satellites in the sky near Salgótartján
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bUDAPeST mAYor 
SeTS CoNDITIoNS For 
CAPITAL’S CoNSeNT To 
2023 ATHLeTICS eveNT

Gergely Karácsony, the mayor of 

Budapest, has set conditions for 

going ahead with the 2023 World 

Athletics Championships and giving 

his consent to the construction of 

the stadium needed to host the 

event. One condition is that the 

government should increase the 

budget for the Healthy Budapest 

Programme by 50 billion forints (EUR 

150m) for purchasing additional 

imaging equipment, Karácsony told 

a news conference. Further, with a 

view to expanding green spaces in 

the city, work should begin on the 

afforestation project in Csepel, and 

planned sports investments Csepel 

area should be scrapped, he said. Also, 

sports investment along the Danube 

River should not only be venues for 

one-off competitive events but should 

also cater to the public and host 

cultural events, he said, adding that all 

investment contracts should be in the 

public domain and the government 

should remain committed to transport 

investments in the capital. The city 

assembly will hold a vote on these 

conditions on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the municipality of 

Budapest has promised to give every 

possible assistance to the Hungarian 

Swimming Federation (MÚSZ) in 

organising next year’s European 

Aquatics Championships. Karácsony 

and MUSZ President Sándor Wladár 

agreed that municipal officials will 

be involved in preparations for the 

prestigious competition to be held 

from May 11 to 25. The swimming 

events will be held in Duna Arena on 

the first week to be followed by the 

diving and synchronised swimming 

events on the second. The open water 

swimming events will take place on 

Lupa Lake, just north of the city.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: NeW vISTAS 
oPeN UP For C eUroPeAN 
GAS SUPPLY

New vistas are opening up for energy 

supplies in central Europe, Péter 

Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, said in southern 

Slovakia after talks with his Slovakian 

counterpart, Peter Ziga. The two 

officials agreed that the two countries 

will help each other out in the event of 

a gas supply crisis. 

Szijjártó said preparations must be 

made in advance of changes in the 

region’s energy supplies.

Speaking at a Hungary-Slovakia gas 

interconnector station that opened four 

years ago, the minister said there were 

three main considerations: whether gas 

supplies to central Europe would transit 

through Ukraine from next year; whether 

the North Stream 2 gas pipeline would 

be extended on the basis of permits 

issued by the Danish authorities; and 

given the speedy construction of the 

Turkish Stream, whether a south-to-

north gas corridor would operate 

from October 2021, piping Russian gas 

through Turkey, Bulgaria, Serbia and 

Hungary to Slovakia.

If gas supplies via Ukraine do not 

materialise, infrastructure must be 

put in place by the end of the year to 

deliver supplies to eastern Hungary 

from the west and north, Szijjártó said. 

Also, the upgrade of the gas pipeline 

crossing the Serbian-Hungarian border 

must be completed, he said. Further, 

Slovakia and Hungary must ensure that 

bi-directional gas interconnectors can 

fill any potential void from the east. 

Work has already started on the latter, 

he noted, and the Slovak-Hungarian 

gas interconnector will operate at a 

higher capacity, with further technical 

improvements allowing 7 billion cubic 

meters of gas to be piped in both 

directions.

“This also gives Hungary and 

Slovakia security leeway to supply 

the population and the Slovak and 

Hungarian industries if there is a 

sustained disruption to eastern gas 

supplies,” Szijjártó said.

Ziga said it was vitally important to 

find a Slovak-Hungarian solution to any 

gas outage from the east as neither the 

European Union nor anyone else would 

come up with a solution if supplies “are 

suddenly shut down in January”.

KovÁCS mArKS memorIAL 
DAY oF ForCeD LAboUrerS

The state secretary for the 

government’s international 

communications marked the memorial 

day of political prisoners and forced 

labourers deported to the Soviet 
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Union, saying that “communism had 

no heroes, only victims”. “It is our 

obligation to remember the victims 

every year and from day to day, 

because failing to do so would be 

committing the greatest sin, the sin 

of omission,” he said at the memorial 

to the victims of Soviet occupation 

in Budapest’s 3rd district. Absent of 

remembrance, “it is impossible to build 

proud and coherent communities 

that preserve their traditions and 

persistently follow them,” he added.

Kovács said communism was the 

most merciless dictatorship, affecting 

the largest number of countries around 

the world, and killing more than 100 

million people. Just in Hungary, more 

than 800,000 people suffered from 

its consequences, he added. On this 

day in 1953, some 1,500 people were 

allowed to return home from political 

exile and labour camps, he said.

Currently the ideology which 

prepared the ground for communism 

“has undergone a renaissance in many 

places that consider themselves to be 

part of the western and enlightened 

world”, Kovács said. He cited the 

example of Jean-Claude Juncker, the 

European Commission’s outgoing 

president, who inaugurated a statue 

of Karl Marx in Germany last May.

GovT ‘CommITTeD To 
FIGHTING vIoLeNCe 
AGAINST WomeN’

The Hungarian government rejects 

any form of violence and is committed 

to fighting violence against women, 

the human resources ministry said in 

a statement, marking International 

Day for the Elimination of Violence 

against Women. According to the 

statement, the Hungarian penal code 

is “one of the most stringent” pieces 

of legislation in Europe, with special 

regard to violent crimes targeting 

women. The government will “do 

everything to protect Hungary 

and Hungarian women from mass 

migration and ensuing violent crimes 

against women, which have radically 

increased in immigrant destination 

countries”, the ministry said. The 

statement noted, at the same time, 

that women most often faced 

violence in relationships, adding that 

the ministry strived to improve its 

infrastructure of helping women in 

trouble. The ministry currently runs 

a 24-hour hotline, as well as 20 crisis 

centres, covered shelters and other 

facilities to assist abused women 

nationwide, the document added.

Meanwhile, the green opposition 

LMP marked International Day for 

the Elimination of Violence against 

Women and called on the government 

to ratify the Istanbul Convention and 

step up efforts to combat domestic 

abuse against women. The Council 

of Europe’s Istanbul Convention 

obliges states that ratify it to release 

regular statistics, Krisztina Hohn of the 

LMP group told a press conference. 

Ratifying the convention would also 

force Hungary to make its criminal 

code stricter and it would stipulate 

that police should get training on 

how to handle domestic abuse, she 

added. Perpetrators of violence would 

be obliged to undergo treatment and 

victims would be eligible for help, she 

said.

Millions of people in Hungary have 

been subjected to emotional abuse 

within their family, and hundreds of 

thousands have suffered physical 

violence, she said, adding that almost 

300,000 have been victims of sexual 

abuse. Hohn added that in many 

cases procedures were not launched 

because the perpetrators were people 

of influence. She rejected claims by the 

justice minister who has argued that 

the situation of women in Hungary is 

good and the government is going 

to great lengths to combat domestic 

violence.

Hungary’s National Police 

Headquarters (ORFK) is teaming 

up with the national crisis hotline 

to launch a campaign aimed at 

preventing domestic violence, 

the police said on its website. The 

campaign dubbed “Silence is the 

loudest scream: hear it!” is part of the 

OSCE’s project aimed at combatting 

sexual assault and domestic violence. 

It runs until Dec. 4. The statement 

noted that domestic violence was 

criminalised in Hungary under the 

penal code passed in 2013.

SemJÉN UrGeS STroNGer 
HUNGArY-romANIA 
INFrASTrUCTUre TIeS

Strengthening Europe’s north-south 

infrastructural axis is a strategic interest 

of Hungary and Romania, the deputy 
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prime minister in charge of Hungarian 

communities abroad, church policy 

and national and ethnic minorities said 

in Békéscsaba, in southeast Hungary. 

Addressing a ceremony marking the 

20th anniversary of the Hungarian-

Romanian chapter of the Hungarian 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

(MKIK), Zsolt Semjén also underlined 

the importance of extending 

motorways to the two countries’ 

borders, creating railway links and 

supporting Hungarian-Romanian joint 

ventures to enter foreign markets. The 

deputy PM said it was crucial to build 

motorways connecting Békéscsaba, 

Arad and Timișoara (Temesvár) as well 

as Debrecen and Oradea (Nagyvárad). 

Motorists in the European Union can 

drive from Záhony to Gibraltar, Semjén 

said, adding that creating a north-

south axis linking the Baltic and Black 

Seas would be just as important.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: eU ForeIGN 
mINISTerS bACK NeW eC

The European Union’s Foreign Affairs 

Council has approved the new team 

of European commissioners, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in Brussels. 

The council’s decision to back the 

new body means that the attempts 

of “international pro-migration forces” 

to prevent the approval of Hungary’s 

Olivér Várhelyi as commissioner for 

enlargement and neighbourhood 

policy have failed, Szijjártó told MTI. 

“This decision has ensured that the 

Hungarian commissioner will fill one 

of the most important positions in 

the new European Commission, as the 

European Union’s enlargement policy 

is one of the bloc’s most crucial policies 

and most significant areas when it 

comes to the future of the EU,” the 

minister said.

Ursula von der Leyen’s European 

Commission was originally set to 

begin its work on Nov. 1 but had to be 

delayed after the European Parliament 

rejected the original commissioner 

candidates of Hungary, Romania and 

France. The new commission is now 

expected to take office on Dec. 1. 

The final confirmation hearing for the 

body in the European Parliament is 

scheduled for Nov. 27.

SYrIAN mIGrANT 
eXPeLLeD AFTer 
ATTACKING PoLICe

A Syrian man arrested recently at a 

migrant shelter for attacking two 

police officers has been expelled 

from Hungary, public prosecutor 

Imre Keresztes said. According to the 

prosecutor’s statement, the officers 

on duty on Nov. 12 called on the man 

to stop “a recreational activity” he 

was engaged in, at which he started 

to attack one of them with a table-

tennis bat and the other with his fists. 

The officers were unhurt. The man 

has been in pre-trial detention at the 

Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County police 

headquarters and the district court of 

Nyírbátor sentenced him to a 20 month 

prison sentence suspended for three 

years, and expelled him from Hungary 

for six years.

ComPANIeS NoT 
APPLYING ‘SLAve 
ProvISIoNS’

There are “hardly any” businesses 

in Hungary that have resorted to 

contested stipulations in the labour 

code under which employees could 

be forced to do involuntary overtime 

work, daily Magyar Nemzet reported 

on Monday, citing trade union reports. 

Last year’s labour code amendment, 

known among critics as the “slave law”, 

raised the cap for annual overtime 

from 250 to 400 hours, allowing 

companies a three-year period for 

paying for them. According to the 

paper, the unions have not received 

signals suggesting that businesses 

would be mulling introduction of a 

higher number of overtime hours in 

January, either. Melinda Mészáros, head 

of the Liga trade union federation, told 

the paper that no cases of employers 

pressing their employees to sign 

contracts with higher overtime hours 

had been reported.

PLUS boND SToCK Above 
HUF 2,806bN

Outstanding stock of Hungarian 

Government Securities Plus bonds 

for retail investors rose to 2,806.8 

billion forints after sales of the security 

reached 71.3 billion in the twenty-fifth 

week after their launch, data published 

by the Government Debt Management 

Agency (AKK) show. Sales of the bond 

for the week dropped from 83.6 billion 
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at the previous week to a 13-week low. 

The weekly sales varied between 73.3 

billion and 114.6 billion forints between 

the previous week and the end of 

August. The Plus bond, which pays 

an annualised yield of 4.95% if held for 

the full five-year maturity, has attracted 

record demand among retail investors 

in Hungary.

DANISH 1956 
mArTYr DIPLomAT 
CommemorATeD IN 
bUDAPeST

A commemoration was held in honour 

of former Danish diplomat Povl Bang-

Jensen, a martyr of the 1956 anti-Soviet 

uprising, at the monument erected 

in his memory at plot 301 in the 

Rákoskeresztúr cemetery in Budapest. 

Addressing the ceremony, Fidesz 

deputy group leader Zsolt Németh 

noted that the body of the diplomat 

who had died under mysterious 

circumstances was found in a park 

in New York 60 years ago today. The 

high-ranking UN official became the 

target of government retaliation for 

protecting Hungarian witnesses of 

the 1956 revolution and their families, 

Németh said. Bang-Jensen saved 

hundreds of Hungarians by refusing 

to turn over information he had on 

their family members who had fled 

the country, he added.

Németh drew a parallel between 

Bang-Jensen and Swedish diplomat 

Raoul Wallenberg who saved the lives 

of thousands of Hungarian Jews during 

the second world war, noting that they 

had both saved Hungarians, both had 

yet to be fully recognised in their home 

countries and both of their lives ended 

under mysterious circumstances.

JAPANeSe booKS 
DoNATeD To 
mArK DIPLomATIC 
ANNIverSArY

Twenty thousand Japanese books 

have been donated to Hungarian 

institutions to mark the 150th 

anniversary of Japan and Hungary 

establishing diplomatic relations, the 

organiser of the donation scheme, 

Sandy Juhász, said.

The Pécs University of Science 

library and knowledge centre has 

received 250 volumes of the donated 

books collected in Kagoshima 

Prefecture, in south-west Japan, she 

said at an event in Pécs. Juhász added 

that never before had Japanese 

literature come to Hungary in such 

great volume. The Károli Gáspár 

University of the Reformed Church 

will receive 5,000 books, the bulk of 

the donation, she said. The books 

collected in cooperation by Japanese 

and Hungarian volunteers are being 

distributed among educational 

institutions, libraries and Japanese-

owned companies in Hungary, she 

said.

Barnabás Füzes, strategic and 

innovation deputy director at the 

Pécs University of Science library 

and knowledge centre, said that the 

books would help Japanese language 

teaching at the university and also 

serve Japanese students studying in 

Pécs.


