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“We must see that the problem is here to stay,” Németh said in his opening speech of the conference organised by the 

Századvég Foundation.

Commenting on Olivér Várhelyi, the European commissioner-designate for the neighbourhood and enlargement portfolio, 

Németh said the European Union would benefit from having assigned the position to a Hungarian official. He said Várhelyi 

would also likely have to deal with the issues of mass migration, Islamisation as well as the “shared area” of the two 

phenomena. Németh said Hungary was in a good position to address these issues, arguing that it had good relations with 

the countries that have an interest in EU enlargement. Hungary has also established strong ties with Islamic countries like 

Turkey, he added. Meanwhile, he said “Muslim religious trends” were a threat to traditional societies, human rights and the 

rights of women, adding that they posed a “deadly threat” to Jewish communities. Budapest, in contrast, is “an island of 

peace” for the Jewish community, Németh said.

Zsolt Németh, the head of parliament’s foreign affairs committee, said migration was 
set to remain the number one issue in Europe over the coming years.

NÉmeTH: mIGrATIoN To remAIN eUroPe ToP ISSUe

Plenary session of parliament

officials mark memorial day for 
Hungarian prisoners in russian 
labour camps

Celebration of the 150th anniversary 
of Hungarian-Japanese diplomatic ties
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Men in traditional garb at the opening of the Debrecen Christmas fair
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SZIJJÁrTÓ: Pro-
mIGrATIoN ForCeS 
CoNTINUe To ATTACK 
HUNGArY

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said pro-migration forces are 

continuing their attacks on Hungary, 

after his counterpart in Luxembourg, 

Jean Asselborn, again criticised 

Hungary for not taking in illegal 

migrants. Szijjártó said that in an 

article published in the German daily 

Tagesspiegel on Sunday, Asselborn 

also said that the rule of law in Hungary 

is “in poor shape”. 

In a statement, Szijjártó said that 

Asselborn is an “ally” of US financier 

George Soros, outgoing European 

Commission head Jean-Claude Juncker 

and EC deputy head Frans Timmermans. 

They want to organise migration, while 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, as an ally of 

the Hungarian people, fights against it, 

he said. Rule of law in Hungary puts the 

rights and the security of the Hungarian 

people first, Szijjártó said. It is also a 

country that observes EU regulations 

by protecting its borders which are also 

the EU’s, he said.

GovT To booST SUPPorT 
For beeKeePerS bY 25%

The government will raise support for 

beekeepers by 25% from next year, 

Agriculture Minister István Nagy told 

a national apiculture convention in 

Gödöllő, near Budapest. Nagy said 

a pollination subsidy, introduced this 

year, would be doubled from next 

year, to 1,000 forints (EUR 3) per hive. 

Total subsidies for beekeepers will 

climb to just under 1 billion forints, 

he added. Filling beekeepers’ ranks 

is becoming more difficult as the 

profession’s profitability declines, he 

said. Honey output has been halved 

to just 15,000 tonnes a year, but an 

even bigger problem is the impact 

the declining number of hives has on 

pollination which has a broad impact 

on the national economy, he added.

HUNGArY, boSNIA-
HerZeGovINA eXPAND 
DeFeNCe CooPerATIoN

Hungary is expanding defence 

cooperation with Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

the defence ministers of the two 

countries said in Budapest on Friday. 

Hungary and Bosnia-Herzegovina 

face many of the same problems, 

challenges and risks, and they 

envisage possible solutions similarly, 

Hungarian Defence Minister Tibor 

Benkő told a joint press conference 

after talks with his counterpart, 

Marina Pendeš. Although not a 

European Union or NATO member 

state, Bosnia-Herzegovina “pulls its 

weight in peacekeeping missions in 

an exemplary fashion,” Benkő said, 

thanking Pendeš, her ministry and 

officers for their contributions. The 

present agreement is a significant 

step forward in Bosnia-Herzegovina’s 

NATO accession process, Benkő said. 

Hungary’s know-how will be used to 

develop the plan to advance those 

aspirations, he said, adding that peace 

and stability in the Western Balkans is 

of primary importance to Hungary. 

NovÁK: GovT LAUNCHeS 
GrANTS For APPLICANTS 
To ForeIGN UNIverSITIeS

The government has launched the 

Stipendium Peregrinum grant for 

talented young Hungarians eyeing 

applications to the world’s best 

universities, Katalin Novák, the state 

secretary for family and youth affairs, 

said. The scheme supports applications 

to 66 of the best universities worldwide. 

The deadline for applications is Dec. 22, 

Krisztina Lantos, head of the organising 

Hungarian Talent Centre, said. The 

programme disburses a total of 18 

million forints (EUR 54,000) to cover 

travel costs to foreign universities 

and certain fees. The maximum 

amount granted to an applicant of a 

university within the European Union 

is 200,000 forints (EUR 600), she added. 

Novák noted that the National Talent 

Programme was set up in 2009 to foster 

talented children. The scheme works 

with some 350,000 children each year, 

she said, with a budget of some 3.3 

billion forints in 2019.

TeACHerS To STAGe 
Demo oN Nov 30 

Teachers’ trade union PSZ has called a 

demonstration for November 30, union 

leader Zsuzsanna Szabó announced. 

Negotiations with the government 

aimed at pay hikes and reducing the 
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burden on teachers have proved futile, 

Szabó said. The government is not 

committed to solving the problems 

of the education sector, Szabó said. 

“Teachers are expected to resolve 

social problems while they are denied 

adequate wages or appreciation,” she 

said. PSZ deputy leader Tamás Totyik said 

that despite the government’s figures 

teachers’ wages “have never been this 

far from the national average” and added 

that the wages of career starters were 

below the guaranteed wage minimum. 

The human resources and 

innovation ministries said in a joint 

statement that the demonstration 

would “serve political purposes of the 

opposition” and those of “the Soros 

network” rather than promote the 

interests of teachers or children.  The 

ministries insisted in their statement 

that “more money than ever” is 

being spent on the education sector, 

including teachers’ pay. They added 

that the government had increased 

teachers’ wages by an average 50%, 

while teachers in vocational training 

would benefit from another 30% rise 

from January.  The statement also 

said that recent changes to the legal 

status of teachers would ensure “more 

flexible employment conditions” for 

them, which “the unions don’t like”.

JobbIK ProPoSeS 
broADer PoLICe PoWerS 
IN DomeSTIC vIoLeNCe 
CASeS

Police should be vested with the 

right to issue restraining orders with 

immediate effect in cases of domestic 

violence, the opposition Jobbik party 

said. The current regulation, under 

which only “often slow-moving” courts 

can issue restraining orders, has failed 

to reduce the number of such cases, 

Jobbik lawmaker Andrea Varga-Damm 

told a press conference. Currently, a 

woman dies every week because of 

domestic violence in Hungary, she said. 

According to Jobbik’s proposal, the 

police could issue restraining orders 

with immediate effect for at least 30 

days, she said. That would give courts 

time to assess the family’s situation and 

take further steps, she added.

LmP eLeCTS SCHmUCK  
Co-LeADer

The congress of green opposition 

LMP elected lawmaker Erzsébet 

Schmuck as its co-leader. Schmuck 

told a press conference after the vote 

that she and her fellow co-leader 

János Kendernay will work to make 

the party “indispensable and ready 

to govern” by 2022. She pledged to 

focus on eliminating social injustice 

and on climate protection. Schmuck 

said ruling Fidesz had “torn the country 

apart”, and as a consequence, “people 

freeze to death in the winter and old 

people are left to fend for themselves”. 

Regarding the party’s proposal 

on climate emergency, Schmuck 

said that parliament’s sustainable 

development committee, of which 

she is head, will discuss the proposal 

next week, and she had invited Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán and Budapest 

Mayor Gergely Karácsony to attend. 

The ruling majority had voted against 

the proposal, she noted. Co-leader 

Kendernay said at the event that 

LMP had put the “contested issues of 

the past” behind itself and will now 

concentrate on its most important 

goals. LMP will work to foster a green 

transformation in the country, he said.

HUNGArY To CoNTINUe 
SUPPorTING eCoNomIC 
DeveLoPmeNT  
IN voJvoDINA

Foreign ministry state secretary 

Levente Magyar announced 

the continuation of a Hungarian 

government scheme to support 

business developments in Vojvodina, 

a region in the north of Serbia with 

a large ethnic Hungarian population. 

Delivering an assessment of the 

scheme’s results in Subotica 

(Szabadka), Serbia, Magyar said 

almost 300 million euros of business 

developments have taken place in 

the framework of the programme 

so far. In future, support for tourism 

will generate further investments, 

he added. He said the programme, 

launched in 2016, had indirectly 

supported the creation of several 

thousand jobs.

HUNGArY vIeS For 
INTL emmY IN TWo 
CATeGorIeS

Hungary’s two nominations for the 

International Emmy Award this year are 
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an acknowledgement of the country’s 

entire film industry, the government 

commissioner for advancing the 

sector said, ahead of the awards 

ceremony in New York. Csaba Káel 

told MTI by phone it is the first time 

that a made-for-television film from 

Hungary has been nominated for the 

award bestowed by the International 

Academy of Television Arts and 

Sciences (IATAS).

“Trezor”, a TV film directed by Péter 

Bergendy, has been nominated for 

an International Emmy in the TV 

movie/mini-series category, while 

Marina Gera has been nominated for 

the Best Performance by an Actress 

award for her role in “Eternal Winter”, 

directed by Attila Szász. Káel noted 

that the screenplays for both “Trezor” 

and “Eternal Winter” were penned 

by Norbert Köbli, and Tamás Lajos 

produced both films. He said both 

nominations lend support to the 

notion that cinema films and made-for-

TV films should get equal treatment, in 

terms of marketing, distribution and 

financing.

On Friday, Káel participated at 

a reception for more than 200 

film industry insiders hosted by 

the Hungarian consulate and the 

Hungarian Cultural Institute in New 

York. This year, 44 nominations from 

21 countries have been made in eleven 

categories for the International Emmy 

Award. The awards ceremony will take 

place Monday evening. The award was 

first presented in 1973.

WorLD SCIeNCe ForUm 
WrAPS UP IN bUDAPeST

The closing event of the World 

Science Forum was held in the 

parliament building in Budapest on 

Saturday. Addressing the event, State 

Secretary Orsolya Pacsay-Tomassich of 

the foreign ministry said science is the 

root of innovation, and innovation is 

the source of economic growth. She 

added that one of the main goals 

of the Hungarian government is to 

boost the ability of the country to 

build an innovative economy that 

draws on accumulated knowledge 

in the areas of science, technology 

and innovation.

Pacsay-Tomassich said Hungary 

wants to strengthen the country’s 

ability to attract young talent which 

requires advancing the establishment 

of a modern, international, higher 

education sector. “The Hungarian 

government sees research, 

development and innovation as key 

to the country’s soft diplomacy,” she 

added. The World Science Forum drew 

some 1,000 scientists, decision-makers 

and journalists as well as 150 speakers. 

The next World Science Forum will be 

held in South Africa in 2021.

mÁv To PUT LAST oF KISS 
TrAINS oN TrACKS bY 2022

All 40 “KISS” double-decker trains 

state-owned railway company 

MÁV has ordered from Swiss rolling 

stock company Stadler will be on 

the tracks by 2022, chairman-CEO 

Róbert Homolya said on Saturday, 

at Nyugati Station, where one of the 

new trains was on display. József 

Kerékgyártó, who heads MÁV’s 

passenger unit, MÁV-Start, said the 

first KISS trains delivered would be 

put on the busiest suburban routes 

around Budapest, running to the 

north, along the Danube, and to the 

south, in the direction of Cegléd and 

Szolnok. In three years, all suburban 

trains around the capital will be either 

the KISS models or one of 123 single-

decker FLIRT ones, also produced by 

Stadler, he said. 


