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The government’s economic action plan for the first quarter of 2020 “hopefully will be based on tax cuts”, Orbán said in 

an interview to public broadcaster Kossuth Radio. Whether Hungary and central Europe are able to stand on their own 

feet and outperform richer countries will transpire next year, he said, adding that Hungary’s economic successes of recent 

years had been thanks to tax cuts, helping the country boost production and its competitiveness while wages also grew 

exponentially. Orbán said Hungary’s economic achievements belonged to the entire region’s Hungarian community too. 

He accused some opposition parties of standing against cross-border Hungarian communities. Meanwhile, Orbán said that 

gaining the European Commission’s enlargement and neighbourhood post was Hungary’s “biggest diplomatic success of 

the past ten years”. Over the past decade Hungary has never managed to attain comparable influence in the EU, and the 

post would be “the most important” of the next five years, he said.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said that protecting Hungarian economic achievements 
would be the topmost task in 2020, adding that it would be an uphill struggle to 
sustain economic growth with the euro zone in turmoil.
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Marking the 25th anniversary of trading with shares of Hungarian pharma 
giant Richter at the Budapest Stock Exchange
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orbÁN: FIDeSZ WAITING 
For ePP To CLArIFY 
PLANS

Commenting on remarks of Donald 

Tusk, former EU president and 

newly elected head of the European 

People’s Party, who said that the right 

to freedom cannot be sacrificed for 

security, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said his Fidesz party was “waiting for 

the EPP to clarify its views and plans”. 

Orbán told public Kossuth Radio in an 

interview that until that point, Fidesz 

would “keep its membership” in the 

party family “suspended”. He said 

a Hungarian ruling party could not 

belong to a pro-migration political 

community that failed to support 

border protection, the border fence, 

or denied respect to Hungarians 

and appreciation for the country’s 

efforts in protecting Europe. The EPP 

has “drifted to the left”, Orbán said, 

adding that there was a question mark 

over whether the new leader would 

restore the original state of affairs. “If 

he doesn’t, we will have to build a new 

community,” he said.

The “migration debate”, which 

Orbán said would be one of the most 

important issues of the next five years, 

needs a “good closure”. European 

leaders, he added, had made two 

great mistakes in the past years. One 

pertains to migration and the other to 

the economy, he said. The latter put 

the euro zone in a “dire situation ... they 

have hard years ahead of them.” He 

said NGOs that worked on “flooding 

Europe with migrants” were the 

“enemies of Europe”.

Speaking of recent meetings of the 

Hungarian Permanent Conference 

and the Diaspora Council, Orbán said 

that spiritual ties and economic ties 

had strengthened recently, enhancing 

national cohesion. He said those ties 

and trade with its neighbours were at 

the root of Hungary’s strong economic 

performance.

On the topic of Olivér Várhelyi’s 

approval as the next commissioner 

for enlargement and neighbourhood 

policy, Orbán noted that the post 

covered migration, security and 

aspects of energy policy, since the 

Hungarian commissioner would also 

be dealing with the Caucasus and 

Azerbaijan. Orbán said many people 

had striven to prevent Hungary from 

capturing the post, and the opposition 

had joined forces in Brussels to try to 

prevent Várhelyi from being appointed, 

while US financier George Soros, the 

prime minister insisted, had personally 

intervened with the same aim in mind. 

Orbán called Várhelyi an “excellent 

patriot and a good European”, adding 

“I would never appoint people who 

aren’t good patriots or can’t reconcile 

that with international missions”.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: 
mIGrATIoN SITUATIoN 
DeTerIorATING

The migration situation is deteriorating 

and around 100,000 migrants are 

currently in the Western Balkans, Péter 

Szijjártó, the foreign minister, said at 

the International Centre for Migration 

Policy Development in Vienna on 

Thursday. He cited reports of 350,000 

illegal border crossings into Turkish 

territory between January and the 

end of October, 80,000 more than last 

year. Conflicts in Europe’s vicinity are 

not helping when it comes to finding 

a solution to the migration crisis, he 

said, adding that they fuelled pressure 

on those seeking to enter Europe 

illegally. Szijjártó said it was high time 

various Brussels institutions and the 

international community changed 

their migration policies, which, he 

insisted, encouraged new waves of 

migration rather than helping migrants 

to return to their homelands while 

improving their security. Hungary, he 

said, had proved that migration can 

be stopped. Also, Hungary has sent 

40 million US dollars in aid to help 

keep 50,000 Christians in Syria, Iraq, 

Lebanon. “This points to a solution and 

is an example to be followed,” he said 

during a panel discussion of migration 

held at the centre.

JUSTICe mINISTer: eCTHr 
DeCISIoN IN FAvoUr oF 
GovT, ‘SovereIGN AND 
LeGITImATe borDer 
ProTeCTIoN’

Justice Minister Judit Varga said on 

Thursday that a European Court of 

Human Rights (ECtHR) ruling that day 

determined that staying in Hungary’s 

transit zone did not count as illegal 

detention and conditions in the zone 

were consistent with the prohibition 
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of inhumane treatment. In a statement, 

Varga noted that the case had been 

brought by the Helsinki Committee 

representing two Bangladeshi 

nationals who applied for asylum in 

Hungary in September 2015. They later 

left the transit zone at the Hungarian-

Serbian border near Röszke and 

entered Serbia, she said.

In its binding ruling, the Grand 

Chamber of the ECtHR overruled 

the 2017 first instance ruling that 

the migrants’ detention equalled 

imprisonment. The ruling said that 

the asylum seekers entered the 

transit zone of their own free will and 

had been held there lawfully by the 

Hungarian authorities, Varga said. 

They were free to return to Serbia, 

she added. The ECtHR said that the 

Hungarian authorities had violated 

some rules in the case of the two 

asylum seekers, but that confining 

them to the transit zone at Hungary’s 

southern border was not illegal.

The two Bangladeshi nationals 

applied for asylum in Hungary in 

September 2015. The authorities 

kept them in detention at Röszke for 

three weeks before expelling them to 

Serbia. The ECtHR, in the first instance, 

in 2017, ruled against Hungary saying 

the migrants’ detention had equalled 

imprisonment. The Hungarian 

government appealed the ruling and 

the case was heard again by the court’s 

Grand Chamber.

Varga said that the Hungarian 

government’s stance is that the lawsuit 

had been a “political attack” and “an 

attempt by pro-migration forces to 

keep Hungary under pressure and 

dismantle its border protection.” 

The transit zone, she added, offered 

a regulated, controlled way to enter the 

country and request asylum, she said. 

Residents of the transit zone are not 

detained there but enter of their own 

free will and stay until the assessment 

of their asylum request is completed or 

until they leave for Serbia, she added. 

The Hungarian authorities are doing 

their job, she said. However, the facility 

is “under constant political and legal 

attack”, she said. “[This] momentous 

decision means the political and legal 

attacks against Hungarian immigration 

policy and border protection have 

failed,” Varga said.

eP CTTee STAGeS 
ANoTHer DebATe oN 
rULe oF LAW IN HUNGArY

The rule of law situation in Hungary 

has not improved, according to 

the rapporteur of the European 

Parliament’s (EP) committee on legal 

affairs in a debate on Thursday. Fidesz 

MEP Balázs Hidvéghi said the debate 

was proof that the issue of the rule 

of law was being used to advance 

political interests.

The rapporteur, French Green 

MEP Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield, 

said during the debate that the 

deterioration of the rule of law in 

Hungary was “regrettable” and that 

extant instruments to ensure member 

states comply with EU norms had been 

found wanting. “New instruments are 

needed,” she said. Such state of affairs 

could develop elsewhere, too, Delbos-

Corfield warned. “Positive, preventive” 

measures should be introduced to 

ensure the “EU’s healthy development 

... while this is still possible,” she said.

Other MEPs listed the Central 

European University’s (CEU) move from 

Budapest to Vienna, the “deterioration 

of the freedom of the press and the 

role of civil organisations” as examples 

of the deteriorating situation. MEPs 

called for a “more effective instrument 

than Article 7”, and regulations making 

budgetary decisions conditional 

on a state observing the rule of 

law. They also called for the EP and 

NGOs to be involved in the Article 7 

procedure against Hungary, which 

could potentially strip Hungary 

of its voting rights. They called it 

“outrageous” that “Hungary reaps 

millions of euros in funding even as it 

dismantles democracy and the rule of 

law, infringes human rights and refuses 

to shoulder responsibility in common 

challenges”.

Hidvéghi said in the debate that 

there was no problem with the rule of 

law in Hungary. What was problematic, 

he said, was hijacking the rule of law 

issue and turning it into a political 

weapon. Hidvéghi said “the Hungarian 

people see that the reason why they 

are attacking Hungary is because 

Hungarians reject the settlement of 

immigrants, and they stand for national 

sovereignty and the protection of 

Christian culture, which is contrary to 

the aims of the left-liberals.” “We reject 

the brutal use of double standards 

against Hungary while demanding of 
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us things that are not demanded of 

other member states,” he added.

Hidvéghi insisted that the EP’s 

investigation of alleged violations 

of the rule of law itself violated the 

rule of law. The European Council is 

invested with the authority to conduct 

such a procedure, he said, adding that 

MEPs were upending this order and 

getting the EP’s legal affairs committee 

involved in the process. “This runs 

contrary to the EU Treaty and is 

unacceptable,” Hidvéghi said.

Democratic Coalition (DK) MEP 

Klára Dobrev said in her address 

during the debate that journalists 

covering the Hungarian Parliament 

had been hindered from carrying 

out their work and that this was 

unparalleled in the history of 

European democracies. Momentum 

MEP Anna Donáth said in her address 

that the Article 7 procedure against 

Hungary and the suspension of 

Fidesz’s membership of the European 

People’s Party had not deterred 

the Hungarian government from 

“further eroding the rule of law” in 

the country. She insisted that the 

EP should indeed involve itself in 

the matter since it was a common 

European issue. She argued that it 

was important to take the procedure 

seriously so that Hungary does 

not serve as an example to other 

potential miscreants in the EU.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArIANS 
IN UK beFore JAN 2020 
CAN reTAIN rIGHTS

Hungarians who have been residing 

in the UK prior to January 2020 will 

be able to retain their rights in Britain, 

Péter Szijjártó, the foreign minister, 

told parliament. In the case of a 

disorderly Brexit, foreigners, including 

Hungarian citizens, arriving in the UK 

will have until December 31, 2020 to 

register under EU law, while having to 

prove their residency up to January 

2020. He said it was far from sure that 

Brexit would be orderly, so Hungary 

has begun preparations for a no-deal 

Brexit, focusing on ensuring that the 

rights of Hungarians living in Britain are 

upheld in the same way that the rights 

of British citizens living in Hungary are. 

Britons living in Hungary can obtain a 

special residence permit by registering 

with the Hungarian authorities by 

December 31, 2020.

HUNGArY eLeCTeD 
member oF UNeSCo 
eXeCUTIve boArD For 
2019-2023

Hungary was elected member of 

UNESCO’s executive board for the 

2019-2023 period at Thursday’s 

General Conference vote, the foreign 

ministry’s press chief said. Hungary 

returns to the prestigious body after 

a ten-year hiatus, Máté Paczolay said. 

As one of the 58 members of the 

body, Hungary will be able to better 

represent its interests at UNESCO and 

boost its professional and political 

weight, he said. The foreign ministry 

has coordinated the campaign for the 

membership, Paczolay said, adding 

that “the result mirrors the appreciation 

for Hungarian diplomacy”.


