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Gergely Gulyás noted that Várhelyi has been approved as the commissioner for enlargement and neighbourhood policy, 

adding that this would be “the most important” portfolio assigned to Hungary since the country joined the bloc in 2004. 

Hungary expects the new EC to fix its “botched migration policy” and seek consensus rather than conflict on this issue. 

The new commission should also pursue a new direction in economic policy, strive for good and fair relations with world 

powers and bolster the protection of the European way of life, he said at a regular press briefing. He insisted that Hungarian 

government nominees had been undermined by “pro-migration groups backed by [US financier] George Soros”. “Though 

Soros and his darlings did everything they could to prevent the government’s nominee from becoming a member of the 

commission, their attempts ultimately failed,’ Gulyás said.

Olivér Várhelyi will probably be “among the most qualified” in the new European 
Commission, the head of the Prime Minister’s Office said.
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GULYÁS: HUNGARY 
WON’T COMPROMISE ON 
MIGRATION ISSUE

The Prime Minister’s Office head, 

Gergely Gulyás, said that whereas 

the government had managed to 

compromise with the EC on a number 

of issues and occasions, it would not 

budge on the issue of migration. “The 

protection of the external border is 

not up for debate,” Gulyás insisted. 

Meanwhile, the PM’s office chief said 

Fidesz will back the new EC when the 

European Parliament votes on Ursula 

von der Leyen’s team next week.

Concerning the European People’s 

Party, Gulyás said the centre-right 

grouping needed to regain its strength 

and return to its fundamental values. 

Referring to the EPP’s election of 

Donald Tusk as its new leader in 

Zagreb on Wednesday, Gulyás said 

Tusk’s speech had contained “nothing 

objectionable except his criticism 

concerning the protection of the [EU’s] 

external borders and border fences”. 

Gulyás argued that Europe could not 

be defended from illegal migration 

without effective border protections. 

Tusk, he said, “needs to decide which 

direction to choose”. From the EPP’s 

point of view, the key question is 

whether it retains the values it was 

founded on. Hungary’s ruling Fidesz, 

he added, “needs a conservative, 

centre-right democratic alliance to 

be part of”. “Fidesz, as the grouping’s 

most successful member, will be at 

its service” if the EPP chose such a 

direction, he added. He said Fidesz was 

open to talks with the EPP, adding that 

Tusk was welcome to sit down with PM 

and Fidesz leader Viktor Orbán.

On the topic of EU enlargement, 

Gulyás said the question concerning 

North Macedonia’s potential accession 

to the bloc was whether the EU 

considered its current borders to 

be firm or if it really believed in the 

need for a unified Europe. If the 

latter case, all European countries 

should be offered a realistic chance 

of joining the EU, Gulyás argued. He 

called the EU’s recent decision to 

postpone talks on North Macedonia’s 

accession “shameful”, arguing that the 

Balkan country had done everything 

required of it, including changing 

its name. “What the EU did goes 

against the interests of Europe and is 

unacceptable,” Gulyás added.

Meanwhile, he said that whereas 

Hungary’s economy is expected to 

grow by five percent this year, it is 

strongly linked to economies of other 

European Union member states, many 

of which are experiencing a slowdown. 

So the government is planning a 

second economic protection action 

plan to be implemented early 

next year, he said. The plan aims to 

minimise the impact of negative 

external economic developments 

on Hungary, he said at a regular press 

briefing, without going into the details 

of specific measures.

On the topic of Budapest, Gulyás 

said the government does not back 

a congestion charge in the capital 

city, adding that the current plans 

were half-baked. On the possible 

ban on diesel cars from the capital, 

he suggested the Mayor of Budapest 

and his team should resist making 

conflicting statements on the matter. 

On the topic of a proposal to build 

an athletics stadium to cater for the 

World Athletic Championships in 2023, 

he said unless a decision is made by 

December at the latest, the event 

cannot be held in Budapest. The 

government, he added, supports the 

event which would involve creating 

the largest green investment in 

Budapest. This would be in the interest 

of both the country and the capital, 

he said.

Asked about reports of a dearth 

of teachers in Hungary, Gulyás said 

that on the basis on OECD data, there 

was no such shortage. He said it was 

in the government’s interest for the 

education system to work properly 

and it was prepared to cooperate with 

“anyone” to ensure this. Meanwhile, he 

said there was a shortage of staff in 

government offices in Budapest and 

Pest County, and the government 

was working strenuously to address 

the problem.

INTERIOR MINISTER: 
MIGRATION MUST BE 
STOPPED AT SCHENGEN 
BORDERS

Protecting the European Union’s 

external Schengen borders is 

crucial when it comes to stopping 

illegal migration to Europe, Interior 

Minister Sándor Pintér said after 
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talks with his Visegrad Group and 

Austrian counterparts in Prague. 

“When it comes to migration, the 

most important thing is clearly 

to protect the external Schengen 

borders,” Pintér told a joint press 

conference. “At the same time, 

help must be taken to where the 

problems arise.” Though Hungary 

is capable of protecting its own 

Schengen border for the time being, 

it is happy to accept help from its 

Visegrad partners, the minister said. 

Pinter thanked the other three V4 

countries for help they provided to 

protect Hungary’s borders from the 

inflow of migrants. Hungary provides 

similar assistance to the Western 

Balkan countries, he noted.

Meanwhile, Pintér said the 

talks had also touched on the 

procurement of police equipment. 

Coordinating the purchase of police 

equipment among the V4 countries 

would also significantly aid the 

activities of EU border agency 

Frontex, he added.

The ministers were in agreement 

that Britain and the EU must maintain 

cooperation in security and their 

information-sharing practices after 

Brexit. Pintér said Hungary had 

proposed at the meeting that the V4 

should coordinate their response to a 

potential no-deal Brexit. The ministers 

also said the drafting of the new pact 

on migration and asylum proposed 

by European Commission President 

Ursula von der Leyen would be a good 

opportunity to assess and re-evaluate 

the issue of migration.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU FREE TRADE 
TALKS MUST SPEED UP

The new European Commission 

will be expected to speed up talks 

on free trade agreements, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said during 

a break in the meeting of European 

Union foreign ministers in Brussels. 

Hungary’s interest lies in keeping 

the global economy as open as 

possible and having fewer duties 

and other barriers, restrictions and 

sanctions in force, he said. “The 

fewer, the better for us.” Another 

expectation from the new EC in 

Brussels is that it should not mix 

economic and trade issues with 

political matters, Szijjártó said. “Free 

trade agreements must not be used 

as means to teach lessons because 

that has always resulted in failure,” 

he added. The EC should restart 

stalled free trade talks without delay 

with the Philippines, Indonesia, 

Malaysia and Thailand, he said. It is 

nonsensical that some agreements 

have not been signed for some ten 

years, he added. Szijjártó called for 

“double standards” in connection 

with China to be eliminated. Central 

European countries, he said, had 

been criticised for various deals with 

China while westerners had struck 

high-volume agreements without 

anybody raising objections. He said 

that instead of making complaints 

and political declarations, it 

was time to accept that the US 

government was pursuing a 

patriotic economic policy. He 

called for agreements to be signed 

on a professional basis. Szijjártó 

called the Hungarian economy “a 

success story”, adding that it had 

produced outstanding growth in EU 

comparison. The gradual increase in 

exports in the past nine years, with 

annual records broken a number of 

times, has played an important part 

in this, he said. Hungary is one of 

35 countries in the world that has 

generated exports of more than 100 

billion euros annually, he said. “We 

have become competitive even in 

global terms.”

OFFICIAL: GOVT NOT 
MULLING CLOSURE OF 
HOSPITALS

The government is planning to 

improve services for patients and 

conditions for health workers rather 

than close down hospitals, the state 

secretary in charge of health care told 

public Kossuth Radio. Ildikó Horváth 

said that Ferenc Gyurcsány’s Socialist 

government in 2006-07 “closed down 

hospitals, layed off 5,000 employees 

from the health sector, stripped 

doctors of one month’s pay, and 

destroyed the centres of national 

health institutions”. She insisted the 

opposition would now resort to those 

methods to resolve problems. Horváth 

also said the Fidesz government “has 

been able to reduce the damage” since 

2010. 

Speaking on public television, 

Horváth highlighted the 
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government’s screening programme, 

under which specially equipped buses 

are sent to remote villages to help 

patients to as many check-ups as 

possible. Horváth also mentioned the 

government’s colon cancer screening 

programme, launched a year ago, and 

said that early diagnosis through the 

scheme has so far helped save the 

lives of 415 patients.

OECD RAISES HUNGARY 
GDP FORECASTS

The Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD) 

raised its projections for Hungary’s 

GDP growth this year and next in a 

biannual forecast. The OECD raised 

its forecast for this year’s growth to 

4.8% in its latest Economic Outlook 

from 3.9% in the previous issue 

released in May. Hungary’s GDP rose 

an unadjusted 5.1% in Q1-Q3 from 

the same period a year earlier, the 

latest data from the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) show. The OECD raised its 

projection for GDP growth in 2020 to 

3.3% from 3.0%, and it put growth in 

2021 at 3.1%.

In a country note, the OECD said 

domestic demand is the “main driver” 

of growth. Household demand is being 

boosted by higher employment and 

real wages, record high consumer 

confidence, home construction 

support schemes and “very 

accommodative” monetary policy, 

it said. Other investments are being 

lifted by absorption of European Union 

funding, capacity expansions, FDI in 

the automotive sector and supportive 

monetary policy, it added.

Private consumption will continue 

to drive growth as real incomes rise, 

but public investment will decelerate 

as payouts of EU funding decline, 

the OECD said. Capacity constraints 

will bolster business investment and 

imports, while the tightening labour 

market continues to push up wage 

and price inflation, it added. Among 

the downside risks to growth, the 

OECD put rising inflation expectations 

caused by higher-than-projected wage 

increases and a further slowdown on 

Hungary’s export markets. Upside risks 

include lower-than-projected import 

price growth.

The OECD said fiscal policy will 

“remain supportive” and the National 

Bank of Hungary is expected to 

continue its loose monetary policy 

stance. The OECD recommended 

counter-cyclical policy measures to 

address signs of overheating and 

inflation expectations, and it said 

policies bolstering labour mobility and 

labour supply, including the expansion 

of early childhood care, would prolong 

the recovery.

JOBBIK CALLS ON GOVT 
TO RELEASE DETAILS OF EC 
‘FINE’

Opposition Jobbik lawmaker Dániel Z 

Kárpát called on the government to 

specify the amount of a “fine imposed 

by the European Commission” for 

disputed use of European Union 

funding and reveal who had received 

those funds. The total value of 

invoices rejected by Brussels linked 

to completed investment projects is 

estimated to be between 50 billion 

forints (EUR 150m) and 600-700 billion 

forints, Z Kárpát said, describing the 

amount as the “cost of corruption”. 

Hungary could still access all the 

funding allocated by Brussels but 

as a result of the sanctions, the 

government will have to contribute 

more than planned from taxpayers’ 

money, he added. Jobbik expects 

information on the final amount in 

question, which projects that the EC 

has rejected and the “beneficiaries” 

of the funding, he said. Out of thirty 

European projects rejected by the 

EU, eight have been carried out in 

Hungary, he said, and demanded an 

explanation why Hungary had the 

highest number of projects suspected 

of fraud.

DK TO TURN TO 
EU ENVIRONMENT 
COMMISSIONER OVER 
MÁTRAI PLANT POLLUTION

The leftist opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) is turning to the 

European environment commissioner 

over the recent leakage of polluting 

gases near the site of Hungary’s 

northern Mátrai coal-fired power plant, 

party spokesman Balázs Barkóczi told a 

news conference. Barkóczi said details 

of the “environmental scandal” were 

being kept secret, arguing that the 

competent authorities had informed 

neither the public nor the mayors of 
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the cities and towns affected by the 

contamination. The plant’s operations 

have not even been suspended, he 

added.

Barkóczi insisted that since there 

was “a strong suspicion” that the 

contamination at the plant was linked 

to a nearby factory belonging to Lőrinc 

Mészáros, a businessman linked to 

the Hungarian prime minister, the 

authorities were unlikely to conduct 

a proper investigation in the matter. 

“And if the state bodies can’t be 

trusted, Hungarians can only rely on 

Europe,” the spokesman said, adding 

that DK MEP Sándor Rónai will turn to 

the European commissioner for the 

environment over the issue, seeking 

an investigation.

Last Tuesday, the Heves County 

disaster management authority said 

sulphurous and phosphorus gases had 

formed at the power plant’s Visonta 

premises, emphasising that the gases 

were not harmful to humans. The 

authority said it had taken all the 

necessary precautionary measures 

and notified the authorities. On Friday, 

Mátrai Erőmű, the plant’s operator, said 

it had begun to manage the situation 

and that the disaster management 

authority was monitoring pollution 

levels in the area.

ECTHR RULES HUNGARY’S 
CONFINEMENT OF 
MIGRANTS TO TRANSIT 
ZONE NOT UNLAWFUL 

The European Court of Human 

Rights, acting as a secondary court, 

has ruled that Hungarian authorities 

violated some rules in the case 

of two asylum seekers, but said 

that confining them to the transit 

zone at Hungary’s southern border 

was not against the law. The two 

Bangladeshi nationals applied for 

asylum in Hungary in September 

2015. The authorities kept them in 

detention at Roszke for three weeks, 

before expelling them to Serbia. The 

ECtHR, in the first instance, in 2017, 

ruled against Hungary saying the 

migrants’ detention had equalled 

imprisonment. The Hungarian 

government appealed the ruling 

and the case was heard again by the 

court’s Grand Chamber.

BUDGET DEFICIT 57.6% / FY 
TARGET AT END-OCT

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, ran a deficit 

of 575.4 billion forints (EUR 1.73bn) or 

57.6% of the 998.4 billion forint full-

year target at the end of October, 

the finance ministry confirmed. On 

the revenue side, revenue from VAT 

reached 88.4% of the full-year target 

by the end of October, while revenue 

from personal income tax stood at 

83.9%, revenue from excise tax was 

at 84.9% and revenue from payroll 

tax was 81.4% of the full-year target. 

The ministry noted that pre-financing 

for European Union-funded projects 

continued to impact the central 

budget. Payouts for those projects 

came to 1,239.5 billion forints during 

the period, while transfers from 

Brussels reached just 933.0 billion 

forints.

Expenditures were affected 

by state funding for investments 

undertaken in the framework of the 

Modern Cities Programme and the 

Hungarian Village Programme, road 

and railway upgrades, and incentives 

for business investments that boost 

productivity and create jobs at big 

companies, the ministry said. It noted 

that expenditures were raised further 

by spending on a package of family 

support measures introduced in July 

and elements of a programme to 

shield Hungary’s economy from the 

economic slowdown in Europe.

The ministry said the full-year deficit 

target of 1.8% of GDP, calculated 

according to the EU’s accrual-based 

accounting rules, is achievable.

CHINESE-HUNGARIAN 
HEALTH CENTRE OPENED 
IN BUDAPEST

A Chinese-Hungarian health centre 

built with the investment of 1 billion 

forints (EUR 3m) was opened in 

Budapest on Thursday. State secretary 

Levente Magyar told the opening 

event at the Millennium Center that 

the development project was a good 

example demonstrating how broad 

Hungarian-Chinese cooperation was. 

“Chinese investors are now building 

more than plants or infrastructure in 

Hungary as they also take part in high 

value-added developments,” he said. 

Economic and Commercial Counsellor 

of the Embassy of China Liu Bo told 
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the event that Hungary was the main 

target of Chinese investment in central 

and eastern Europe and the country’s 

third largest trading partner in the 

region.

AGRICULTURE MINISTER 
CALLS FOR EUROPEAN 
COOPERATION TO 
SUPPORT BEEKEEPERS

Minister of Agriculture István Nagy 

called for European cooperation 

to represent the interests of 

European beekeepers in the face 

of climate change and the inf lux 

of Asian competition. Speaking 

at an event held to mark the 

anniversary of the European 

Beekeepers’ Association, Nagy 

noted that honey producers are 

facing challenges rooted in climate 

change, the use of chemicals in 

agriculture and changing markets. 

Those dangers ef fect not only the 

traditional production of honey 

but also pollination, and thereby 

food production and ecological 

balance, he said. Nagy assured 

the organisation of the Hungarian 

government’s support and called 

on association members to raise 

awareness with their own countries’ 

governments.

GOVT OFFICIAL: S AFRICA 
INTERESTED IN 2021 
HUNGARY HUNTING EXPO

South Africa has expressed interest 

in the World Nature and Hunting 

Expo to be hosted by Hungary 

in 2021, the state secretary for 

international communication 

and relations said after a four-

day visit to the country. Zoltán 

Kovács, who is the government’s 

commissioner for the event, said 

that South Africa’s long-standing 

hunting traditions and its high 

quality nature management meant 

the country could play an “essential 

role” at the expo. On his visit 

between Monday and Thursday, 

Kovacs met representatives of 

the government and of South 

African companies connected with 

hunting and nature management. 

He also held talks with economic 

players interested in the Hungarian 

expo, he said. Kovács said he had 

talks with a director general of 

the South African environment 

ministry, leaders of the tourism 

agency organising South Africa’s 

promotion, and attended a 

conference with hunting company 

representatives.

KRASZNAHORKAI NOVEL 
WINS NATIONAL BOOK 
AWARD

Baron Wenckheim’s Homecoming, a 

novel by the Hungarian author László 

Krasznahorkai, has won this year’s National 

Book Award for translated literature. The 

award was presented by the United States’ 

National Book Foundation at a gala in 

New York on Wednesday. The novel was 

translated by Ottilie Mulzet, who has also 

translated a number of the author’s other 

novels into English.

From the story of a noble’s return to his 

provincial Hungarian hometown “László 

Krasznahorkai forges a fictional universe 

populated with rogues and visionaries, at 

once epic and intimate, apocalyptic and 

deeply comic”, the judges for the award 

said. “Singular and uncompromising, 

Baron Wenckheim’s Homecoming is a 

masterpiece by one of the great writers 

of our time,” they added. “Ottilie Mulzet’s 

remarkable translation captures the density 

of [Krasznahorkai’s] extended sentences, 

their many twists and pivots, and the 

slow accumulation of their extraordinary 

intellectual and moral force,” the judges said. 

Krasznahorkai won the 2015 Man Booker 

International Prize and has been considered 

a strong contender for the Nobel Prize in 

Literature for years.


