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The approval came after parliamentary group coordinators found satisfactory Várhelyi’s responses to additional written 

questions submitted following a hearing last week. EP spokesman Jaume Duch said on Twitter that the foreign affairs 

committee had backed Várhelyi’s candidacy with a two-thirds majority as required for his approval as commissioner. 

Commenting on his approval by the committee, Várhelyi tweeted: “What an honour to become part of team Ursula von 

der Leyen! For stronger Europe together!” The EP’s Conference of Committee Chairs is expected to review the evaluations 

and recommendations given for the commissioner candidates and bring a formal end to the hearings on Thursday.

In reaction to Várhelyi’s approval, the Government Information Centre said the Hungarian opposition’s “scheming” to prevent 

Hungary from sending a commissioner to Brussels had failed. “The government welcomes that the European Parliament’s 

foreign affairs committee has supported Várhelyi’s appointment as European commissioner,” the centre said in a statement.

The European Parliament’s foreign affairs committee has approved Hungary’s 
Commissioner-designate for Neighbourhood and Enlargement, Olivér Várhelyi.
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KÖVÉR: EUROPE CAN 
NO LONGER IGNORE V4 
POSITION

The position of the Visegrad Group 

comprising the Czech Republic, 

Hungary, Poland, Slovakia can no 

longer be ignored as their excellent 

cooperation focusses on seeking 

consensus rather than exacerbating 

disputes, Hungary’s Parliamentary 

Speaker László Kövér said during a 

meeting with his three counterparts. 

Meeting in Prague’s Wallenstein 

Palace, the four speakers discussed 

the experience gained since transition 

to democracy three decades ago and 

the challenges faced by the Visegrad 

countries. “Thirty years ago we cherished 

the common goals of replacing 

dictatorship with democracy, servitude 

with freedom, subordination with 

self-determination, and poverty with 

welfare,” he said. The Visegrad countries 

have drawn the conclusion from the past 

30 years that joint actions and close 

cooperation may provide them new 

opportunities in Europe, Kövér said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DISCUSSES 
MIGRATION WITH 
ESTONIAN COUNTERPART

Hungary and Estonia work together for 

the international community to try to 

stop migration instead of promoting 

it, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

in Budapest after meeting Urmas 

Reinsalu, his Estonian counterpart. 

Speaking at a joint press conference 

with Reinsalu, Szijjártó said that 

as a fellow member of NATO and 

the European Union, Estonia is an 

important ally of Hungary with similar 

stances on many dilemmas regarding 

the future of the world and Europe. 

Hungary and Estonia both consider 

the UN’s global migration package a 

“dangerous document” and reject to 

see it as mandatory for their countries 

as migration is an issue of national 

sovereignty, Szijjártó said. Hungary 

and Estonia cooperate in stopping 

the package being “clandestinely 

implemented in parts” after it had 

failed to be accepted as a whole, he 

added. Along with other countries, 

they operate an “early warning system” 

to alert one another if the package is 

referenced in documents or attempts 

are made to incorporate it into 

international law, he said. According 

to the UN package, all countries are 

involved in migration, as a sending 

or a transit country or a destination, 

the minister said, adding that there 

was a fourth category, composed of 

countries that are unwilling to get 

involved in migration in any form. 

Hungary is a country like this with 

inhabitants who would like to decide 

freely whom they wish to let in and live 

together with, he said.

Hungary and Estonia also agree 

in solving demographic challenges 

with support for families instead of 

migration, Szijjártó said. Security 

policy cooperation between the 

countries is getting a new boost with 

Estonia becoming a member of the 

UN Security Council in 2020, he said, 

adding that Hungary has participated 

in the defence on the Baltic airspace 

for four months this year.

Reinsalu said there were no 

unresolved issues in Hungarian-

Estonian relations, with the two 

countries holding similar views on 

international issues. In handling 

migration, there is no alternative 

to efficient border control, he said, 

expressing thanks to Hungary for 

contributing to Estonia’s security.

GOVT, JEWISH 
CONGREGATION SIGN 
COMPREHENSIVE PACT

The government and the Unified 

Hungarian Jewish Congregation (EMIH) 

signed a comprehensive agreement 

in Budapest. The document was 

signed by Zsolt Semjén, the deputy 

prime minister in charge of Hungarian 

communities abroad, church policy 

and national and ethnic minorities, 

and EMIH chief rabbi Slomó Köves 

at the Castle District premises of the 

Prime Minister’s Office. By signing 

the agreement, the Hungarian 

state acknowledges the historical 

traditions of the Jewish community 

and “EMIH’s service to the renaissance 

of Hungary’s Jewish community”, 

Semjén said at the signing ceremony. 

The deputy PM noted that all three of 

Hungary’s Jewish congregations -- the 

Federation of Jewish Communities in 

Hungary (Mazsihisz), the Hungarian 

Autonomous Orthodox Jewish 

Community (MAOIH) and EMIH -- are 

recognised as religious communities “in 
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the highest category”. He added that 

signing separate agreements with the 

congregations also meant the highest 

form of recognition in a symbolic and 

financial sense.

The state of Hungary signed pacts 

with Mazsihisz and MAOIH during Viktor 

Orbán’s first term as prime minister, 

Semjén noted. The new agreement 

with EMIH constitutes a formal 

recognition of the entirety of Hungary’s 

Jewish community, he added. Under 

the pact, the institutions established 

and run by EMIH will be entitled to 

the same level of funding as state 

institutions carrying out similar tasks, 

Semjén said. EMIH is also given free 

rein to handle the refurbishment and 

maintenance of rural Jewish facilities 

“orphaned” after the Holocaust.

David Lau, Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of 

Israel, said the agreement would both 

ensure the preservation of past values 

and provide guidance for building 

the future. Before the signing of the 

agreement, Lau had held talks with 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán. Speaking 

about the talks, Lau said the prime 

minister valued the importance of 

respecting the past and strived to 

“build a better future by drawing from 

the past”.

ORBÁN: SLOVAKIA, CZECH 
REP ALSO FOUGHT FOR 
HUNGARY’S FREEDOM IN 
VELVET REVOLUTION

Slovakia and the Czech Republic 

also fought for Hungary’s 

freedom in the Velvet Revolution, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said in connection with the 

commemoration of the 30th 

anniversary of Prague’s Velvet 

Revolution.

“I’m here to pay tribute to 

Slovakia and the Czech Republic 

for their brave acts during these 

very important days, when they 

also fought for Hungary, thereby 

contributing in a significant way to 

Hungary’s freedom...” Orbán told 

journalists in Bratislava. Orbán noted 

that the countries of the region had 

experienced the same fate -- the 

Soviet occupation and the lack of 

freedom in private and public life 

-- in different ways but for the same 

reason. This is why, he added, that 

successive revolutions triumphed 

in a chain reaction. Meanwhile, 

commenting on cooperation 

with his Slovak counterpart Peter 

Pellegrini, Orbán said central 

Europe was strong again. The post-

Soviet transformation into a free 

society and economy had been 

difficult, he said. “Now Slovakia is 

a successful country ... and we’re 

on the road to catching up with 

more fortunate western countries.” 

He said success did not depend 

on a single individual. “Slovakia 

has good leadership, so Slovakia 

is a successful country,” he said. 

Orbán said he must give Pellegrini 

credit for his commitment to good 

Hungary-Slovakia ties and for being 

a good friend of Hungarians living 

in Slovakia as well of Hungary itself. 

“I’m ready to work with him.”

KÖVÉR: HUNGARIANS, 
CZECHS AND SLOVAKS 
COMMEMORATE THE 
VELVET REVOLUTION 
TOGETHER

Hungarians are commemorating the 

Velvet Revolution of 1989, “a year of 

miracles” in central and eastern Europe, 

together with Czechs and Slovaks, 

László Kövér, Hungary’s speaker of 

parliament, said in Prague on Sunday.

At the invitation of the president 

of the Czech Senate Jaroslav Kubera, 

the speakers of the four Visegrad 

Group countries celebrated the 30th 

anniversary of Czechoslovakia’s change 

in political system.

“I’m convinced we offer Europe 

the moral capital of the 1989 

Velvet Revolution, as well as the 

experiences of the change of system 

in central Europe, as an indispensable 

resource in this unparalleled global 

political situation,” Kövér said at the 

commemoration held in the Czech 

National Museum. Meanwhile, the 

speakers praised V4 cooperation and 

highlighted the need to deepen ties.

DK CALLS FOR DOUBLING 
FAMILY ALLOWANCE

The leftist opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) has said it will submit 

to parliament a bill on doubling family 

allowances. At a press conference, 

DK group spokesman Zsolt Gréczy 

noted that the government had 

decided to double President János 
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Áder’s 1.5 million forint (EUR 4,480) 

salary based on the argument that 

the head of state’s salary had been 

stagnant for 10 years. Today a family 

raising one child receives a monthly 

family allowance of 12,200 forints, 

Gréczy said, insisting that this sum 

was “barely enough to cover a bigger 

pack of diapers”. “Yet President Áder 

will be getting an extra 1.5 million 

forints a month,” he added. “The 

Fidesz government is not pro-family 

because it would rather double the 

million-forint salary of its partisan 

soldier than give an extra 10,000 

forints to families,” Gréczy said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GOVT TO 
LAUNCH PROGRAMME 
TO SUPPORT HUNGARY 
FIRMS IN LAOS

The government is launching a 160 

million dollar tied aid programme 

to support Hungarian companies 

working on development projects in 

Laos, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said after talks with Laotian Deputy 

Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone in 

Budapest. At a joint press conference, 

Szijjártó said Hungarian companies 

will completely revamp Laotian 

capital Vientiane’s sewage system and 

participate in food safety development 

and setting up an electronic ID card 

system.

In a similar programme earlier, 

Hungarian companies invested 38.6 

million dollars in food safety and 

agricultural development in the 

country, Szijjártó noted. Currently, 100 

Laotian students study in Hungary, he 

said.

Those investments will bolster 

Hungarian companies, and so 

strengthen Hungarian economy and 

foreign trade, Szijjártó added.

Siphandone told the press 

conference Hungarian-Laotian 

relations have long-standing traditions 

and are based on mutual benefits and 

respect. Both countries are committed 

to further developing cooperation, he 

said.

Hungarian President János Áder’s 

recent visit to the country was a 

“milestone” in Hungarian-Laotian 

friendship, he said. The parties signed 

a food safety agreement ahead of the 

press conference.

GOVT COULD SUBMIT 
MODIFIED PAKS 
FINANCING CONTRACT 
TO LAWMAKERS SOON

The modified financing contract for 

the upgrade of the Paks nuclear power 

plant could be submitted to lawmakers 

soon, János Süli, minister without 

portfolio in charge of the project, 

said at a hearing before parliament’s 

economic committee. Under the new 

contract, Hungary would start repaying 

principal and interest on a 10 billion 

euro loan from the state of Russia when 

the two new blocks start operating, 

rather than from 2026 as stipulated 

in the contract at present, Süli said. 

A protracted European Commission 

probe earlier delayed the project by 

almost two years, he added. Apart from 

the deadline for starting repayments, 

no other conditions of the contract 

will be amended, Süli said. The loan 

from Russia is covering 80% of the cost 

of adding the two new blocks at the 

plant.

He noted that last month, Russia’s 

Rosatom, the general contractor for 

the construction of two blocks at 

the plant, handed over the project’s 

technical documentation to Paks II Zrt, 

the company managing the upgrade. 

Süli said this had been a crucial step 

in the project in order for Paks II to 

be able to submit the request for the 

implementation permit to the National 

Atomic Energy Authority (OAH) next 

summer. The OAH will then have 15 

months to assess the request, he 

added.

HUNGARY, UGANDA 
MINISTERS DISCUSS 
MIGRATION, 
COOPERATION

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

discussed migration and bilateral 

cooperation with Elly Tumwine, 

Uganda’s security minister, in 

Budapest.

Mass migration coming from Africa 

can only be prevented in future by 

providing sufficient development aid 

to countries in that continent, Szijjártó 

told reporters after the meeting. 

Hungary will contribute its part 

according to its available resources, 

he said. This year, an economic 

development programme with a 

budget of 5.16 million forints (EUR 
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15,000) has been launched in Uganda, 

he said. In another form of cooperation 

Hungarian companies will set up a 

cyber-security centre and install a 

biometric personal identification 

system, Szijjártó said.

HUNGARY BUDGET 
DEFICIT AT END-Q3 2.0% 
OF GDP

The net financing requirement 

of the budget, which is a good 

approximation of the budget 

deficit, was 910 billion forints (EUR 

2.71bn) or 2.0% of GDP in the four 

quarters to the end of Q3, Hungary’s 

central bank said, concerning 

preliminary data of Hungary’s 

financial accounts.

General government net 

borrowing was 228 billion forints 

in the third quarter itself, equalling 

1.9% of quarterly GDP.

Hungary’s state debt stood at 66.4% 

of GDP at the end of September, down 

from 66.5% at the end of June and 

from 70.2% a year earlier. State debt, 

including Eximbank data, was at 68.1% 

of GDP at the end of September, 

down from 68.2% at the end of Q2 

and from 72.0% in Q3 2018. Hungary’s 

constitution requires the year-end 

debt-to-GDP ratio to fall each year until 

it reaches 50%.

The central bank in 2018 started 

publishing separate state debt ratios, 

with and without the balance sheet 

of Magyar Eximbank, in line with a 

decision by Eurostat. Eurostat has 

for years maintained that Magyar 

Eximbank should be reclassified inside 

the general government sector, raising 

state debt.

In nominal value state debt was 

equivalent to 30,325 billion forints (EUR 

90.5bn) at the end of Q3. It rose from 

29,667 billion at the end of Q2 and from 

29,164 billion a year earlier.

In the third quarter net borrowing 

increased the nominal figure by 657 

billion forints, as transactions raised the 

stock by 425 billion and revaluations by 

233 billion forints.

Including Eximbank data the 

nominal value of state debt was 31,093 

billion forints at the end of Q3, up from 

30,422 billion at the end of Q2 and up 

from 29,929 billion a year earlier.

WORLD SCIENCE FORUM 
TO OPEN IN BUDAPEST 
ON WEDNESDAY

The World Science Forum (WSF) 

conference will be held in Budapest 

between Nov. 20 and 23, bringing 

together representatives of over 100 

countries. The event held every two 

years was first organised under the 

name World Conference on Science 

in Budapest in 1999. It returns to the 

Hungarian capital for the seventh time 

and its 20th anniversary, hosted by 

the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

(MTA), after the 2017 event was held 

in Jordan. The scientific forum is 

the sole international event of its 

kind that gives representatives of 

various sciences the opportunity to 

engage in dialogue with members of 

society and policymakers within an 

institutional framework. Topics on 

the Budapest conference’s agenda 

include ethical problems faced by 

researchers, the responsible and 

ethical use of scientific knowledge, 

science diplomacy, water science, 

sustainability and more. The forum 

will consist of six plenary sessions 

and some 30 panel sections. It 

will also feature several fringe and 

cultural events. The forum will be 

opened by President János Áder 

and MTA president László Lovász 

at the Budapest Palace of Arts on 

Wednesday evening. It will also 

present a video-address by UN 

Secretary-General António Guterres.


