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“And knowing our achievements in light of Europe’s situation we can say with all due modesty that, today, we are indeed 

the future of Europe.” “We are ready for this mission,” Orbán said. “Thirty years ago we central Europeans showed that we 

could not only die for our countries and for Europe but could live and work for them too.” “Today, we share not only a 

common destiny but common goals too,” Orbán said. “The cooperation of central European countries is written into the 

hearts of the people of central Europe”. This is why the coming years would be about the success of central Europe and the 

Visegrad Group, he added. The Czech and Polish anti-communist resistance had served as a model for young Hungarians 

in the 1980s. This helped Hungarians to begin dismantling the communist system, he said, adding that it was now clear 

that belonging to the ‘68 generation meant something radically different in the West than in central Europe. Whereas the 

‘68 generation of the West strived to dismantle the Europe of free nation states and Christian culture, “our ‘68-ers want to 

regain and protect these values.”

Addressing a celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Velvet Revolution in Prague  
on Sunday, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said that thirty years ago central Europeans 
had been self-confident enough to declare their region Europe’s future.

ORBÁN: CENTRAL EUROPE ‘EUROPE’S FUTURE’
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Budapest Chain Bridge in purple on World Prematurity Day
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ORBÁN: ‘WE WANT 
TO DECIDE OUR OWN 
DESTINY’

The message of 1968 in central Europe 

is still the same, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said, addressing a celebration 

of the 30th anniversary of the Velvet 

Revolution in Prague on Sunday. “We 

want to decide our own destiny” he 

said. “We want to live as a free nation, 

not as an imperial colony or subordinate,” 

Orbán said. “We are central European 

democrats and we must protect the 

sovereignty of nation states,” the PM said. 

“Because abandoning this [principle] 

would end our democracy,” he said.

He said it was not a new ideological 

system that would improve Europe 

today. “We need simple human things: 

to live our own central European lives, 

to honour and protect our families, to 

enjoy our freedom, love our country 

and to be proud of our nation.” 

“Central Europeans have their own 

language: the language of freedom, 

independence and solidarity with one 

another.” “This language gives us an 

independent and distinct voice in the 

large family of European nations,” Orbán 

said. “This is why central Europe today is 

not only a geographical concept but a 

political, economic and cultural reality.”

All the premiers of the Visegrad 

countries -- Czech leader Andrej Babis, 

Polish leader Mateusz Morawiecki and 

Slovakian premier Peter Pellegrini 

-- addressed the commemoration, 

together with Wolfgang Schauble, 

President of the German Bundestag.

KOCSIS: PARLIAMENT 
CANNOT BE DRAGGED 
THROUGH THE GUTTER

Parliament cannot be allowed to be 

a place of obscenity and violence, 

Máté Kocsis, the Fidesz parliamentary 

group leader, told public Kossuth 

Radio. “It’s suspicious that the 

opposition is insisting on this,” he said, 

commenting on their objection to a bill 

on tightening house rules. He accused 

opposition lawmakers of aggression 

and obscenity at meetings, adding 

that the extant disciplinary rules had 

not acted as a deterrence. Rules would 

only be effective if heavy penalties 

were attached, he said, adding that 

the practices of other European 

countries were also examined during 

the bill’s preparation. In many places, 

he said, rules were even stricter, adding 

that lawmakers elsewhere could be 

banned from parliamentary work for 

up 10-30 days and their rights as a 

MP suspended. Kocsis said it was be 

unimaginable in other European Union 

countries for lawmakers to block the 

speaker from accessing his podium and 

obstructing parliamentary work.

FIDESZ: OPPOSITION 
MOMENTUM ‘NEW SZDSZ’

The opposition Momentum 

Movement “is the new SZDSZ”, a Fidesz 

parliamentary group spokesman said 

on Saturday, referring to the defunct 

liberal party that used to govern in 

coalition with the Socialists in various 

periods before 2010. János Halász told 

a press conference that Momentum 

was “openly against the nation”. 

“[Momentum] is the new SZDSZ, 

invested with gross foreign influence 

and openly hostile to policies of 

national cohesion,” he said, adding 

that Momentum had campaigned 

for Romanian parties rather than 

ethnic Hungarian ones, and this was 

also true of its activities in Slovakia. 

Momentum, the Fidesz politician 

added, “also attacks Hungarian 

interests in Brussels, and it is one of 

the wildest pro-migration liberal 

extremists” in the European Parliament. 

“They even write letters to NATO and 

the US Congress hostile to Hungary. 

It’s no secret their money comes from 

[US financier George] Soros and their 

leaders are full of people raised in the 

Soros network,” he said.

Meanwhile, Halász said Fidesz 

backed the proposal to raise the salary 

of the President of the Republic. 

The salary has not increased in the 

last ten years, he added.

Asked about press reports that 

companies linked to Lőrinc Mészáros 

had won a contract in connection with 

a planned athletics centre, he said it 

was not certain the facility would be 

built. He noted that Budapest had 

applied to host the World Athletics 

Championships, and preparations 

for the project are under way, and 

he urged Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony to make a declaration on 

whether indeed a stadium -- which 

is needed for the event to go ahead 

-- would be built.
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JOBBIK: GOVT PLAN 
TO SCRAP NATIONAL 
SECURITY CONTROLS 
OF ARMS TRADE 
‘DANGEROUS’

The opposition Jobbik party has 

said a government bill on scrapping 

mandatory national security controls on 

the trade in arms would be “dangerous”. 

The government would be crossing a 

red line if such legislation were enacted, 

Jobbik lawmaker Andrea Varga-Damm 

told a news conference on Sunday. It 

would then be possible for organisations 

to set up arms businesses in Hungary 

that may fuel conflicts and terrorism, 

she said, adding that this would severely 

harm Hungary’s image abroad. She 

said the government had failed to 

explain what on what grounds the 

amendment was being made. It would 

be hard to imagine that the proposal 

was not linked to the Hungarian state’s 

recent acquisition of arms, she added. 

Meanwhile, asked why Jobbik had not 

held an event commemorating Miklós 

Horthy on Saturday, she said it was the 

job of historians to make an assessment 

of the inter-war regent.

MI HAZÁNK 
COMMEMORATES HORTHY 
IN BUDAPEST

The radical nationalist Mi Hazánk 

party organised a march and horse 

parade in Budapest on Saturday 

in commemoration of the 100th 

anniversary of inter-war regent Miklós 

Horthy’s return to Budapest. Quoting 

Horthy, László Toroczkai, the non-

parliamentary movement’s leader, said 

Budapest was “once again dressed in red 

rags” after the October local elections. 

He said Ferenc Gyurcsány, the former 

Socialist prime minister who now 

heads the opposition Democratic 

Coalition party, was the true successor 

of Mihály Károlyi, the leader of the First 

Hungarian Republic in 1918-1919 who, 

Tororoczkai added, had turned from a 

conservative aristocrat into a “red count”. 

Toroczkai vowed to “tear off all the red 

rags and rainbow flags and throw them 

on the bonfire and recapture not only 

Budapest but Hungary as a whole.”

The march by torchlight was led 

by a white horse along Bartók Béla 

Road, formerly Horthy Miklós Road, 

to St Gellért Square in Buda. Counter-

demonstrators tried to disrupt the 

event, chanting “filthy Nazis” and “filthy 

Horthy.” The police kept the two sides 

apart and no incidents took place.

SOCIALISTS, DK, PÁRBESZÉD 
DEMAND ROOTING OUT 
NEO-HORTHYISM

The opposition Socialists, Democratic 

Coalition (DK) and Párbeszéd parties 

held a demonstration in Budapest on 

Saturday, calling for the rooting out 

of “neo-Horthyism” and protesting 

against a planned march by the radical 

nationalist Mi Hazánk to commemorate 

the 100th anniversary of inter-war regent 

Admiral Horthy’s return to Budapest. 

Socialist Ágnes Kunhalmi told the 

event in Szent Gellért Square that a 

memorial dedicated to the victims of 

the white-terror would be erected next 

to the recently restored monument for 

the victims of red terror near Parliament 

if the opposition “pro-republic parties” 

win the 2022 elections. “Horthy rejected 

the republic and democracy and pursued 

anti-Budapest policies during his reign,” 

Kunhalmi said. He created a regime that 

current Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and 

ruling Fidesz openly consider an example 

to follow, she added. The Horthy regime 

lifted anti-Semitism to the level of state 

policy and obstructed political alternation, 

Kunhalmi said. In the current “Orbán 

regime”, the name of US financier George 

Soros “is used as an expletive”, and new 

laws are being prepared to prevent 

opposition politicians from effectively 

raising their voice in parliament, she added. 

Horthy led Hungary to war and Orbán 

said only a few days ago that by 2026, the 

Hungarian army would be well-prepared 

to fight a local war, Kunhalmi said.

The Socialist Party’s Budapest leader 

Zsolt Molnár accused Fidesz “and its 

ally [the radical nationalist] Mi Hazánk” 

of building “a neo-Horthyist society” 

but the Socialists and its opposition 

partners want to lead Hungary back 

to its European, democratic and social-

democrat roots in 2022.

DK lawmaker Zsolt Gréczy said 

Horthy headed a regime that was 

guilty of killing great artists, chasing 

away scientists, introducing the world’s 

first Jewish laws and sending some 

200,000 Hungarians to their death 

in the Don River bend in the Soviet 

Union. “Our task is to completely root 

out neo-Horthyism by 2022,” he added.
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Local Újbuda district Mayor Richárd 

Barabás, of the Párbeszéd party, said 

“neo-Nazis” were planning a march 

along the cultural thoroughfare of the 

district in support of “evil ideologies”.

SOCIALISTS AGREE 
WITH KARÁCSONY ON 
ESTABLISHING ‘ALLIANCE 
OF FREE CITIES’

The opposition Socialist Party has said 

it backs an initiative by the mayor of 

Budapest, Gergely Karácsony, to 

form an “alliance of free cities”, and 

the party will contribute everything 

it can to cooperative efforts on the 

opposition side, a party official said. 

Ágnes Kunhalmi, the head of the 

Socialist Party’s national board, told 

a press conference that “more and 

more battles” were expected in the 

run-up to the 2022 general election, 

and that they were preparing to 

“mobilise democratic opposition on 

to the streets and to the free cities”. 

The Socialists must ready their teams 

and form the motor of cooperation in 

order to replace the ruling Fidesz party, 

she said, adding that the opposition 

had a high chance succeeding in 2022.

JOBBIK: EDUCATION 
VIEWED AS PRIORITY 
BRANCH OF NATIONAL 
POLICY

Conservative opposition Jobbik 

views public education as a priority 

of national policy and this is why it is 

calling for 6% of GDP, or even up to 

8%, to be spent on the sector, a party 

lawmaker said. At a press conference, 

Koloman Brenner commented on 

news reports that the government 

planned to introduce a preparatory 

year before primary school for children 

not mature enough to start school. He 

said Jobbik’s educational programme 

also addressed the issue of how to 

handle the transitional period between 

kindergarten and primary school. The 

party agrees that the plan to introduce 

a preparatory year indeed addressed 

a genuine issue, he said, adding that 

Jobbik wants a proper professional 

debate, however, to assess whether 

the move would be justified.

He said there were many open issues 

concerning the plan, such as whether 

kindergarten teachers, primary school 

teachers or possibly special needs 

teachers should oversee children during 

the preparatory year. The transition 

between kindergarten and primary 

school is important, but it is necessary 

to ensure that the preparatory year 

would indeed serve its purpose, he 

added, calling for detailed professional 

and methodological guidelines to be 

drawn up instead of relying solely on 

the national core curriculum.

Brenner said the fact that ten 

months before the introduction of 

a new national core curriculum no 

information had been released about 

its details showed that ruling Fidesz 

was “clueless on education”. At the 

same time, he said the government had 

owned up to several “burning issues”, 

such as the “catastrophic situation” of 

language teaching in the country.

HUNGARY, MALAYSIA SIGN 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
PACT

Hungary signed an economic 

cooperation agreement with Malaysia 

on Friday. The agreement was signed 

by Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade Péter Szijjártó and Malaysia’s 

Minister of International Trade and 

Industry Darell Leiking in Budapest.

Szijjártó said Malaysia is one of the 

main players in its region: it has a fast-

growing economy and is becoming 

more attractive as a target for 

investment. He noted that Hungary 

and Malaysia are celebrating the 50th 

anniversary of the establishment of 

diplomatic ties between their countries 

this year. Bilateral ties are characterised 

by mutual respect and both countries 

will “seek further benefits from this 

cooperation”, he added. 

The minister said that the turnover 

of bilateral trade reached 580 million 

dollars last year, and added that 

turnover had increased by 13% in the 

first nine months of 2019. He said that 

agricultural and food products had an 

important role in bilateral trade, and 

noted that the licensing process to 

allow the export of further products 

such as poultry, beef and rabbit was 

in its final phase. 

In another development, Szijjártó 

said that the Hungarian government 

“firmly supports and expects” that 

the European Commission should 

re-start free trade talks with Malaysia. 

Hungary is one of 35 countries that are 
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able to produce exports worth over an 

annual 100 billion euros, and as such, it 

is “fundamentally interested” in having 

unobstructed trade between the EU 

and Malaysia, the minister insisted.

URUGUAY DEFEATS 
HUNGARY AT INAUGURATION 
OF BUDAPEST’S PUSKÁS 
ARENA 

The national teams of Hungary and 

Uruguay played a friendly match in 

Budapest on Friday to inaugurate 

the city’s brand new Puskás Arena, 

with Hungary losing to Uruguay 1:2. 

The Scorers were Ádám Szalai (24th 

minute); Edinson Cavani (15), Brian 

Rodriguez (21). There was a near-

capacity crowd of 65,114 and Damir 

Skomina (SVN) refereed the match.

Balázs Fürjes, the government 

commissioner in charge of the 

construction, said that the project had 

employed 15,000 people during the 

past 2.5 years without involving any 

foreign partners. He added that the 

facility, designed to seat 67,215 people, 

could be used for concerts with up to 

80,000 participants. 

The arena was built with a total 

budget of 150 billion forints (EUR 

450m), which Fürjes called “average 

by international standards”. He said 

that similar stadiums in Europe were 

built at a per seat cost of 1.2-3.1 million 

forints, while the Puskás had cost 2.1 

million per seat. Fürjes noted that 

Puskás Arena is scheduled to host 

four UEFA EURO 2020 matches. They 

include Group F matches on June 16, 

20 and 24, and a Round of 16 match 

on June 28.

BAD POEMS FETCHES 
AUDIENCE PRIZE  
AT HUNGARIAN FILM 
FESTIVAL OF LOS ANGELES

Comedy-drama Bad Poems fetched 

the audience prize at the week-

long 19th Hungarian Film Festival of 

Los Angeles which showed feature 

and television films, as well as 

documentaries, shorts and animation 

films for children, the National Film 

Fund said. The prize for best film 

went to the thriller X - The eXploited, 

directed by Károly Ujj Mészáros. 

The film Those Who Remained, 

Hungary’s entry for the Best 

International Feature Film at the 

92nd Academy Awards, won the 

prizes for best director and best 

screenplay, as well as the Alex 

Friedman humanitarian award. Its 

director Barnabás Tóth personally 

collected the prize at the festival.

The professional jury of the 19th 

Hungarian Film Festival of Los Angeles 

comprised director-producer Susan 

Morgan Cooper, director Rokhsareh 

Ghaemmaghami, actor Chale Nafus, 

actress Rachel O’Meara, film critic 

Bijan Tehrani and producer Arati Misro. 

The festival was organised by Bunyik 

Entertainment and the Hungarian 

American Film-Theater Society, with 

Hungarian support from the National 

Media and Infocommunications 

Authority and the National Film Fund.


