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Addressing the Hungarian Permanent Conference (MÁÉRT), the prime minister focused mainly on the role of ethnic 

Hungarian parties, the economic development of Hungarian communities in the Carpathian Basin and preserving the 

identity of Hungarian communities, his press chief said. In his keynote address, Orbán said that the last years’ “debates 

and experiments” had proven that only “purely” ethnic Hungarian parties could represent the interests of Hungarian 

communities in neighbouring countries, Bertalan Havasi told MTI. Orbán pledged further government support to MÁÉRT 

participants, noting that economic development plays an increasing role next to political cooperation in ethnic Hungarian 

communities. Those programmes benefit Hungary and neighbouring countries alike, including that country’s ethnic 

Hungarian communities and general population, Havasi cited Orbán as saying. He added that Hungary’s neighbours should 

see the country’s growing “national and economic prowess” not as a danger but an opportunity which also bolsters the 

region’s importance in the European Union.

Ethnic Hungarians are best represented by their own parties, Prime Minister Viktor 
Orbán said in Budapest.

Pm: eTHNIC HUNGArIANS NeeD oWN rePreSeNTATIoN
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malaysian counterpart

First soccer match at new Puskás 
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radical nationalist mi Hazánk 
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HIDvÉGHI SLAmS 
oPPoSITIoN For 
‘ATTACKING NATIoNAL 
INTereSTS’ IN brUSSeLS

Ruling Fidesz MEP Balázs Hidvéghi said it 

was “shocking and unprecedented” that 

Hungary’s “pro-migration opposition was 

attacking national interests” in Brussels. 

Hidvéghi told a press conference that 

instead of a professional debate at the 

hearing of Olivér Várhelyi, Hungary’s 

nominee for European commissioner 

on Thursday, the “pro-migration forces” 

launched a purely political campaign 

against Várhelyi. In recent weeks, the 

Hungarian opposition was busy trying 

to block Várhelyi’s appointment, he 

said. Their attempts are threatening 

the formation of the new European 

Commission, he added. Hidvéghi said 

Hungary’s opposition MEPs had joined 

a continuing series of attacks by pro-

migration, left-liberal politicians in 

Brussels.

Várhelyi has been asked to answer 

further written questions, the spokesman 

of the European Parliament said on 

Thursday, after coordinators of the EP’s 

parliamentary groups failed to reach 

agreement over his approval for the post.

CoNFereNCe mArKS 
ANNIverSArY oF 
NATIoNAL memorIAL 
CommITTee

Hungarians believe “that it is always 

the graves of the ancestors that 

turn a country into a homeland”, 

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér 

told a conference marking the 20th 

anniversary of the establishment of 

Hungary’s National Memorial and 

Funerary Committee in Parliament. 

Following Hungary’s change of 

political regime in 1989-1990, it 

took another ten years to establish 

the institutional foundations of the 

country’s “funerary regime change” 

with the formation of the National 

Memorial and Funerary Committee, 

the speaker said. The culture of 

“falsification, forgetting, ungratefulness 

and indifference” when it came to the 

sacrifices of Hungary’s heroes during 

the communist era “needed to be 

replaced by a culture of national 

remembrance, gratitude and respect”, 

Kövér said.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: CeNTrAL 
eUroPe eNGINe oF 
eUroPeAN GroWTH

The central European region has 

become an engine of European growth, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

at the opening of a biomass power 

station owned by Hungarian-Croatian 

company AMS Biomasa in Virovitica 

(Verőce). “A new Europe was born 

thirty years ago when central Europeans 

could regain their place among the 

group of countries they had always 

belonged to,” Szijjártó told the event. 

“By today, thirty years later, the central 

European region has become the 

engine of European growth,” he added. 

Central Europeans and the countries 

that represented them have done much 

to achieve this, he said. Hungarians and 

Croatians have good reason to be proud 

of their countries that are among strong 

European states thanks to their sensible 

economic policies, he added. Economic 

cooperation between the two countries 

has played an important role in this, he 

added.

orbÁN meeTS 
CoNServATIve US 
PoLITICAL SCIeNTIST

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán received 

US political scientist Patrick J. Deneen, 

whose book Why Liberalism Failed is 

soon to be launched in Budapest, the 

PM’s press chief said. At the meeting, 

the American academic spoke highly 

of Hungary’s family policy measures, 

stressing that the future would rest 

on local communities based on 

national and family values rather than 

on liberalism, Bertalan Havasi said, 

adding that Orbán and Deneen were 

in agreement that the state must work 

to strengthen those communities. 

Havasi also quoted Deneen as saying 

that nations should be subordinated to 

God so that they can counterbalance 

the deficiencies of human institutions.

KArÁCSoNY HANDS 
oUT PrIZeS oN 
bUDAPeST UNIFICATIoN 
ANNIverSArY

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

handed out prizes for public 

service and outstanding sporting 

achievements at a ceremony 
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marking the 146th anniversary of 

Budapest’s unification. Addressing 

the ceremony, Karácsony underlined 

the importance of remembering 

Budapest’s uniqueness as a European 

capital, noting that it was founded 

“not by royal power but in spite of it”. 

“We’ll again be capable of protecting 

everything the city’s residents had 

fought for 146 years ago because no 

one has the right to take Budapesters 

to task or punish them for expressing 

their democratic will in a responsible 

way,” the mayor said. At the ceremony, 

Karácsony handed over the Pro Urbe 

Budapest Awards, the For Budapest 

Awards and the László Papp Budapest 

Sports Prizes.

SZIJJÁrTÓ To AmCHAm: 
30 YeArS AGo NeW 
eUroPe WAS borN

When a new Europe was born 30 

years ago and Hungary regained its 

sovereignty, the American Chamber 

of Commerce was also formed, the 

minister for foreign affairs and trade 

said at the organisation’s 30th gala 

celebration in Parliament on Thursday. 

“Ever since, the US and American 

companies have stood by Hungary,” 

Péter Szijjártó said. He noted that 28 

years ago Hungary established the 

Visegrad Group and it was 15 years 

since it had joined the European Union. 

“Central Europe has been growing 

steadily ever since,” he said. Hungary 

and the V4 have increased their 

weight in Europe in political, security 

and economic terms, and the region 

is now the motor of EU growth, he 

said. The US is Hungary’s top investor 

outside the EU as well as being its 

most important export market, he 

said, adding that Hungary last year 

set a foreign trade record thanks to 

US companies too.

rÉTvÁrI UrGeS rIGHTS 
ProTeCTIoNS For 
TrANSCArPATHIAN 
HUNGArIANS AT UNeSCo 
GA

Violations of the rights of 

Transcarpathian Hungarians and the 

persecution of Christians must both 

be fought against, Bence Rétvári 

of the ministry of human resources 

said at the 40th General Assembly of 

UNESCO in Paris. The parliamentary 

state secretary told MTI by phone 

that he gave a briefing on the attacks 

and deprivations ethnic Hungarians 

face in Ukraine, citing the education 

and language laws and the authorities 

turning a blind eye to attacks against 

Hungarian institutions, as well as their 

toleration of anti-Hungarian nationalist 

marches. Rétvári in his speech called 

on UNESCO and its member states 

to make greater efforts to protect 

the rights of the Hungarian minority 

in Transcarpathia in the areas of 

education and culture. Asked whether 

Ukraine’s new president may improve 

chances of resolving the various 

problematic issues, he said he was 

confident.

He also said in his speech that 

Christianity was the most persecuted 

religion in the world and Hungary 

put a premium on taking appropriate 

action to combat it. Rétvári underlined 

Hungary’s standpoint on migration, 

namely that help should be delivered 

to people where they were in need, 

and he noted Hungarian help to 

reconstruct and equip schools and 

hospitals in regions torn apart by 

conflict. Rétvári announced Hungary’s 

application for membership of 

UNESCO’s Executive Council for the 

period 2019-2023.

JobbIK ProTeSTS 
AGAINST CHANGeS IN 
PArLT reGULATIoN

Jobbik has called on the ruling Fidesz-

Christian Democrat (KDNP) parties to 

withdraw amendments to the law on the 

work of parliament that Jobbik said would 

“step up control of the rules of lawmakers’ 

activities”. László György Lukács, the 

nationalist party’s deputy spokesman, 

said the planned amendments “were 

designed to muzzle opposition 

lawmakers” who have recently “proven 

that there is a need for parliamentary 

politics”. The new regulation would “curb 

[lawmakers’] rights and penalise them to 

a degree unprecedented in Europe”, to 

stop them from speaking up on issues 

that are “uncomfortable” for Fidesz, 

Lukács said. “[Prime Minister] Viktor 

Orbán has realised that the opposition 

had to be restrained more” after the 

October 13 local elections, Lukács said. 

Jobbik will turn to the president and to 

the constitutional court over the bill if 

necessary, Lukacs said.
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NbH Co-HoSTS 
INTerNATIoNAL 
CoNFereNCe oN GreeN 
FINANCe

The National Bank of Hungary 

(NBH) and the European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development 

(EBRD) jointly organised an 

international conference on 

green finance in Budapest. In his 

speech, NBH governor György 

Matolcsy said that curbing the 

ef fects of climate change is key 

to financial stability and called 

on financial players, regulators 

and supervisors to support those 

efforts. Environmental and financial 

risks are interdependent, and 

financial products should promote 

green investment, Matolcsy 

said. More than 250 participants 

representing central banks 

attended the conference, among 

them the financial supervisory 

authorities of 13 countries. Other 

representatives included the 

European Central Bank, the EIB, 

the Global Green Growth Institute, 

and representatives from the 

Hungarian banking sector, foreign 

credit institutions and credit rating 

agencies. The topics discussed 

included the role of central 

banks in managing climate risks, 

emerging opportunities of credit 

institutions in green lending and 

new types of environmentally and 

socially responsible investment 

opportunities.

oPPoSITIoN PArTIeS IN 
UNITeD PUSH For rAISING 
mANDATorY SCHooLING 
AGe

The opposition Socialist, Democratic 

Coalition, LMP, Momentum, Jobbik and 

Párbeszéd parties have announced 

their joint support for a signature 

drive aimed at raising the mandatory 

schooling age to 18. In a joint 

statement, the parties accused Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s government of 

deliberately trying to “ruin the future 

of young people by closing them off 

from useable knowledge”. “The lives 

of some 100,000 young people have 

already veered off course because 

since 2011, they’ve been pushed out 

of education as a result of a soulless 

and bad decision,” the statement 

said. Many of them have not even 

graduated from primary school, 

the parties said, arguing that those 

people had “no chance to acquire any 

qualifications”.

The parties said the “destruction 

wrought by [ruling] Fidesz” was 

causing Hungary to lose ground 

to Europe in education at an 

“unprecedented rate”. They also 

called it “regrettable” that more and 

more Hungarians were ending their 

education without graduating from 

secondary school or acquiring any 

vocational qualifications while the 

number of graduates across the 

European Union is rising. “We will 

continue to fight with our partners 

until Hungary enacts modern 

education laws that take the future of 

our children as well as the interests of 

the individual and the community into 

consideration,” the parties said.

The signature drive for raising 

the mandatory schooling age has 

been launched by the Idetartozunk 

(We Belong Here) Association. 

Last month, the innovation and 

technology ministry submitted 

to parliament a new draft law on 

vocational training. Under the 

proposal modelled after an Austrian 

law, students will get to choose 

whether they want to study at a 

technical institute or a vocational 

school.

László Palkovics, the innovation 

and technology minister, said then 

that technical institutes would also 

prepare students for the secondary 

school final exam. Earlier this week, 

the ministry expressed support for an 

amendment proposal to the draft law 

that would mandate parents to place 

their children in training programmes 

following their graduation from 

secondary school until they 

acquire at least a partial vocational 

qualification. Strengthening parental 

responsibility by law will help reduce 

the secondary school dropout rate 

and boost youth employment, 

the ministry said in a statement. 

Hungary’s government wants young 

people pursuing vocational training 

programmes to acquire competitive 

practical knowledge that will help 

them find jobs, it added. Schooling 

in Hungary is currently mandatory 

up to the age of 16.
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mÁv-reC To HeAD 
CoNSorTIUm 
SUPPorTING CHINA-
HUNGArY rAIL CorrIDor

Hungarian-owned MÁV-REC signed 

an agreement with China’s Central 

European Trade and Logistics 

Cooperation Zone (CECZ) to cooperate 

in the area of railway logistics in Beijing, 

MÁV-REC told MTI. The agreement 

was signed on Thursday, at the 

Hungarian embassy in the presence 

of Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics. Under the agreement, 

MÁV-REC will lead a consortium tasked 

with implementing a rail freight 

corridor between inland China and 

Záhony, on Hungary’s eastern border, 

passing through Kazakhstan, Russia 

and Ukraine. The agreement extends 

to training, container management 

upgrades and the provision of IT 

solutions. MÁV-REC noted that China 

supports the diversification of its 

inland trade routes to Europe and the 

Záhony route would be an alternative 

to the congested Belarusian-Polish line. 

MÁV-REC offers its business partners 

tailored railway logistics services, 

pallet certification, training and 

waste management services. MÁV-

REC had revenue of 1.9 billion forints 

(EUR 5.7m) last year, public records 

show.

CoNFUCIUS INSTITUTe 
oPeNS IN DebreCeN 
UNIverSITY

A Confucius Institute set up in 

cooperation between Debrecen 

University and Tianjin University opened 

in the central building of the E Hungary 

university. Debrecen University rector 

Zoltán Szilvássy said that the university 

had already over fifty cooperation deals 

with Chinese universities. In addition to 

educational institutions, the university 

has developed close relations with 

Chinese financial institutions and other 

economic players in recent years, he 

added. More than 300 Chinese students 

are attending Debrecen University and 

China is one of its most important 

strategic partners, Szilvássy said.

The Confucius Institute will function 

as a hub for Chinese culture, language, 

science and philosophy at the university, 

he said, adding that Chinese language 

skills and understanding the Chinese way 

of thinking have become basic interests 

for every European institution.

Duan Jielong, Chinese ambassador to 

Hungary, said China was an open and 

receptive culture and operated over 500 

Confucius institutes around the world.

The Confucius Institute opened 

in Debrecen today is the fifth one in 

Hungary, following the ones in Budapest, 

Miskolc, Pécs and Szeged.

bUDAPeST reADY To 
HoST CHAmPIoNS LeAGUe 
FINAL IN NeW STADIUm

Budapest is ready to host a soccer 

Champions League final any year 

from now after the newly revamped 

Puskás Arena football stadium opens 

in the city on Friday, the government 

commissioner in charge of major 

Budapest investment projects said. 

Balázs Fürjes told public television 

M1 that four European championship 

matches would be held in the stadium 

next year.

The image film of the new stadium 

featuring Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

and other politicians was presented on 

the programme. In the video, a ball is 

being passed around between various 

people including Hungarian Football 

Association head Sándor Csányi and 

Justice Minister Judit Varga before 

Orbán kicks it from the terrace of his 

office in the Buda Castle to Puskás 

Arena.

The stadium designed by architect 

György Skardelli has been built to 

incorporate certain elements of 

the former Népstadion (People’s 

Stadium), Fürjes said. The new 

stadium has a capacity of 65,000. It 

is also suitable for hosting cultural 

events and features a conference 

centre, he added.


