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Szijjártó noted that Serbia is Hungary’s top partner in the Western Balkans. Mutual respect forms the basis of friendly 

relations between the two countries, with bilateral trade reaching 2.5 billion euros last year, he said.

Goran Knežević, Serbia’s economy minister, noted that Hungary is Serbia’s sixth most important trading partner and its 

13th biggest investor.

Speaking about concrete projects, Szijjártó noted Hungarian oil and gas company Mol’s over 110 million euro investment 

in Serbia, and acquisition of a Vojvodina bank and the Serbian subsidiary of Société Générale by OTP, Hungary’s leading 

bank. The government has provided a 46 billion forint (EUR 138m) grant to support Hungarian farmers and entrepreneurs 

in Serbia’s northernmost Vojvodina province resulting in investments worth 86 billion forints, Szijjártó said. Hungary’s 

Eximbank has opened a 110 million euro credit line to finance bilateral business cooperation, 50 million of which has already 

been laid aside for the upgrade of the Szeged-Subotica railway line, he said.

Hungarian-Serbian relations are at peak strength on the political, economic, trade and 
investment fronts, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign minister, told a press conference after a 
meeting of the Hungarian-Serbian mixed economic committee in Budapest.

SZIJJÁrTÓ PrAISeS HUNGArIAN-SerbIAN TIeS
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Utility poles damaged by strong wind in Kisszállás, southern Hungary
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FIDeSZ-KDNP ProPoSeS 
STrICTer DISCIPLINArY 
rULeS For reNITeNT mPS

The ruling Fidesz-Christian Democrats 

alliance has proposed stricter 

disciplinary rules for MPs violating the 

order of parliamentary sessions, group 

leader Máté Kocsis said.

Kocsis told a press conference 

that some of the “wilder” opposition 

MPs had recently committed 

“unprecedentedly boorish acts” in 

parliament, such as preventing the 

chairman of the session to occupy his 

seat and disturbing the session. He 

also referred to independent MP Ákos 

Hadházy recently holding up a sign 

showing rude words in parliament.

He proposed raising the maximum 

fine applicable if an MP disturbs the 

peace of a session by 12-fold, to four 

times of the monthly salary. However, 

preventing the chairman of the session 

from carrying out his duties could 

result in a fine equalling six months’ 

salary or optionally 12 months’, he 

added.

In line with the proposal, MPs who 

“notoriously” refuse to keep their 

temper under control and disturb 

sessions by shouting, such as Tímea 

Szabó and Bence Tordai of Párbeszéd 

and Gergely Arató and Ágnes Vadai 

of DK, could be subjected to fines 

equalling half month or one month 

salary, he added.

The proposal includes restrictions 

on MPs’ right to enter state offices 

“waving their IDs, with the purpose 

of provocation”, he said. It will remain 

mandatory for state bodies to help 

lawmakers fulfil their duties but 

the lawmakers will be expected to 

indicate in advance that they request 

information from state bodies or public 

institutions, he added. The proposal 

will enable banning a lawmaker from 

entering parliament for up to 60 days 

if he or she committed “physical acts 

of violence”, such as causing injuries, 

Kocsis said.

The opposition Socialists called the 

proposal unacceptable. Party leader 

Bertalan Tóth said that Fidesz pledged 

“to conduct a self-examination” after 

“the massive defeat” it had suffered in 

last month’s municipal elections. The 

motion proves, however, that Fidesz 

“has learnt nothing at all”, Tóth told a 

press conference.

Nationalist Jobbik deputy group 

leader László György Lukács said the 

proposal is “probably unconstitutional, 

unacceptable in a state governed by 

the rule of law, and evokes the era of 

dictatorial rule”.

The leftist Democratic Coalition said 

earlier in the day that the proposal 

“is another step towards ending the 

parliamentary system and establishing 

a dictatorship”. From now on, MPs 

may be banned from the Parliament 

building and the block that houses 

lawmakers’ offices for several months, 

making it impossible for them to 

carry out their work, DK deputy 

parliamentary group leader Gergely 

Arató told a press conference.

The opposition parties have called 

for joint action against the proposal.

beNKŐ: HUNGArY 
bACKS booSTING eU 
SeCUrITY AND DeFeNCe 
CAPAbILITIeS

Hungary resolutely supports measures 

to boost the European Union’s security 

and defence capabilities, Defence 

Minister Tibor Benkő said. However, 

doing so should not undermine NATO 

but rather strengthen the alliance, he 

said after meeting his EU counterparts.

Benkő emphasised the importance 

of cooperation between the two 

organisations in areas such as 

combatting illegal migration, building 

security capacities in the Western 

Balkans, and fighting terrorism and 

hybrid threats. The minister argued 

that far more attention should be 

paid to threats emanating from the 

south and to security in the Western 

Balkans. Managing mass migration 

and preventing terrorist threats are 

top Hungarian priorities, he noted. 

He said several ministers expressed 

concern about EU missions, especially 

its training mission in Mali. Hungary will 

increase its troop numbers in Mali from 

7 to 21 this year, he added.

Regarding the EU’s Permanent 

Structured Cooperation (PESCO) 

on defence in which 25 of the 28 

national armed forces pursue structural 

integration, he said a number of new 

projects were adopted at the meeting 

focusing on training in areas such as 

cyber, diving, tactical, health, and 

chemical, biological, radiological 

and nuclear (CBRND), while others 
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concern enhancing cooperation 

and developing marine, aerospace 

and space capabilities.  Hungary’s 

involvement in new projects includes 

establishing a medical training center 

for Special Operations Forces and 

participating in the development of 

a chemical, nuclear and biological 

detection system. Responding to 

a journalist’s question, Benkő said 

no agreement had been made on 

the terms and conditions for third 

countries to participate in PESCO 

projects, and no such agreement was 

likely in the near future either.

ÁDer eXPreSS SYmPATHY 
To SLovAK CoUNTerPArT 
over bUS ACCIDeNT

President János Áder expressed his 

sympathy to counterpart Zuzana 

Čaputová over a tragic bus accident 

that happened near Nitrianske 

Hrnčiarovce (Nyitragerencsér). In 

his message also posted on the 

president’s website, Áder said he was 

deeply shocked to hear about the 

accident which caused at least 12 

fatalities and nearly 20 people injured, 

many of them minors. He wished quick 

recovery to the injured. The accident 

involved a crash between a bus and 

a lorry.

UNIoN CALLS oN GovT To 
HIKe TeACHer WAGeS

Hungarian teacher union PSZ has 

called on the government to come 

to a decision on increasing wages 

for employees working in the public 

education sector as part of a package 

of demands. In a statement, the union 

noted it has set the government a 

deadline of Nov. 22 to meet its various 

demands. A demonstration will be held 

in the autumn and a strike mounted in 

January if the government falls short of 

them, it added. The ministry of human 

resources will soon put forward the 

proposal for a pay rise and a reduction 

in the number of classroom hours 

to the cabinet, the union said, citing 

information it had received.

However, the union said the wage 

issue was one among many, and 

given long-standing problems in 

public education and a problematic 

new bill on vocational training before 

parliament, demonstrations this 

autumn appeared to be unavoidable. 

The PSZ national leadership will come 

to a decision on whether to accept the 

government’s next moves at a meeting 

on Nov. 22, the statement said.

mINISTrY SUbmITS 
AmeNDmeNTS To LAW 
oN CHILDCAre PAY For 
GrANDPAreNTS

The human resources ministry has 

submitted Labour Code amendment 

proposals to parliament in connection 

with allowances for employed 

grandparents who provide childcare 

under the government’s new family 

protection scheme. Grandparents 

will be entitled to unpaid leave, and 

under the new proposals they would 

also receive financial support, the 

ministry said. Taking effect on Jan. 

1, state maternity pay will apply to 

grandparents, enabling an employed 

grandparent to care for their grandchild 

up to the age of two (up to the age of 

three in the case of twins) if no other 

family member receives the benefit. 

The average monthly maternity 

allowance per child is 208,000 forints 

(EUR 621), the ministry said.

GovT To rAISe FUNDING 
For SoCIAL INSTITUTIoNS 
bY 36%

The government will raise normative 

funding for social institutions by 

36% next year, a government official 

said. Funding will be raised for all 

institutions operated by municipalities, 

civil organisations and churches, Attila 

Fülöp, a state secretary of the human 

resources ministry, said during an 

event marking Day of Social Work. The 

social sector will command society’s 

attention better if its services are better 

represented, Fülöp said. Accordingly, 

the government is launching an 

information campaign on the foster 

parent system and will continue 

campaigns regarding services for 

people living with disabilities and the 

elderly, he said.

oFFICIALS: TIme For 
UKrAINIAN-HUNGArIAN 
DIALoGUe

It is now time to start Ukrainian-

Hungarian dialogue at the highest 

level, the (Fidesz) chairman of 
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parliament’s foreign affairs committee 

said after the body met. Hungary is 

prepared to “turn a new leaf” in its 

relations with Ukraine, Zsolt Németh 

told reporters. Németh welcomed 

the election of Volodymyr Zelensky 

as Ukraine’s president and several 

advances made since concerning a 

number of Hungarian issues, such as 

the issue of dual citizenship.

He said Ukraine was strenuously 

endeavouring towards peace, adding 

that whether peace ultimately could 

be achieved, however, was very much 

a question that concerned Europe. 

Meanwhile, Németh expressed regret 

that László Brenzovics, the ethnic 

Hungarian representative in Ukraine’s 

legislature, had lost his mandate. Had 

Hungarians voted as a bloc, he would 

still have a seat in the legislature, he 

said.

Noting Ukraine’s education and 

language laws, Németh also said it 

was regrettable that policies that were 

harmful to ethnic Hungarians were 

extant and the rights of Hungarians in 

Transcarpathia had not been restored. 

Acquired rights must be safeguarded 

under international law, he noted.

JUSTICe mINISTer: 
HUNGArY, FrANCe AGree 
oN SeverAL eU AFFAIrS

Hungary and France hold identical 

views on several major European 

issues, Justice Minister Judit Varga 

told MTI after talks in Paris. Meeting 

her counterpart Nicole Belloubet and 

Minister for European Affairs Amélie 

de Montchalin, Varga expounded 

Hungary’s position on the European 

Union’s next financial framework. She 

said that Hungary cannot accept any 

cuts in cohesion funds which she said 

are still required for the new member 

states to catch up with mainstream 

Europe.  Both Hungary and France 

oppose any decline in Common 

Agricultural Policy funding, Varga said. 

No increase in CAP funding should go 

to the detriment of cohesion funds, she 

added.

Varga and the French negotiators 

agreed that nuclear energy is 

indispensable for a carbon-free 

European and global economy to 

emerge. The minister said that time is 

ripe for closing the Article 7 procedure 

on Hungary’s rule of law. The issues 

still open should be discussed before 

the European Court of Justice, she 

said. Varga dismissed any plan to 

incorporate rule-of-law criteria into the 

new EU budget, arguing that a step 

like that would “give a political weapon 

into the hands of the European 

Commission”.

SYrIAN ACCUSeD oF 
mASS mUrDerS DeNIeS 
CHArGeS

Hassan F, a Syrian national accused 

of mass executions, terrorist acts and 

crimes against humanity, pleaded not 

guilty at a trial that began in Budapest. 

According to the indictment, the man 

served as member of the Islamic State 

terrorist organisation and was involved 

as leader of a small unit responsible 

for a public beheading and multiple 

executions in his homeland in 2015. He 

is suspected of being linked to at least 

25 killings, the document said.

Hassan F, aged 27, denied all 

charges, insisting that IS “had 

sought to recruit him” but he had 

turned them down and undertaken 

to go to prison instead. He said he 

had never hurt anyone and had not 

been in Syria at the time. The trial will 

continue on Friday with the hearing 

of witnesses.

reCorD 730 KILoS 
oF HeroIN SeIZeD IN 
HUNGArY-SLoveNIA 
oPerATIoN

A record shipment of 730 kilos 

of pure heroin was recently 

jointly seized by the Slovenian 

and Hungarian authorities, law 

enforcers of both countries said 

in Nagykanizsa. Slovenian law 

enforcement found the haul with 

a street value of 17.5 billion forints 

(EUR 52.2m) in a container in the 

port city of Koper, Zoltán Boross, 

the head of the Department of 

International Crime of the National 

Bureau of Investigation, told a 

press conference. The shipment’s 

destination was a company in 

Budapest, he said. Delivery of 

one-tenth of the shipment to the 

Budapest destination was allowed 

“under controlled circumstances” 

where the recipient, identified as 

Richard K, aged 47, was arrested, 

Boross said.
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AUTomoTIve SeCTor 
oUTPUT rISeS bY 22%  
IN SePT

Year-on-year output of Hungary’s 

automotive sector, an engine of 

industrial growth, jumped by 22% 

in September, picking up sharply 

from the previous month, a second 

reading of data released by the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) shows. 

Overall industrial output grew by 

annual 11.1% in September, KSH said, 

confirming figures released in a first 

reading of data on Nov. 8. Output of 

the automotive sector, which accounts 

for 29 of total manufacturing output, 

had grown by only 1.8% year on year 

in August. Output of the computer, 

electronics and optical equipment 

sector, which accounts for around 14% 

of manufacturing output, increased by 

an annual 26.1% in September. Output 

of food, drink and tobacco products 

also rose by 10%. The sector generates 

around 11% of manufacturing output.

Takarékbank analyst Gergely 

Suppan said the prospects for 

industrial output growth were still 

favourable, evidenced by an increase 

in new orders. He also noted that the 

Hungarian seasonally and working day-

adjusted output growth in September 

was the highest in the EU.

K and H Bank analyst Dávid 

Németh said he was not surprised 

by the sector’s good performance 

in September following weak data in 

August as output growth has been 

uneven in recent years. Output growth 

is still mainly determined by domestic 

capacity expansions and foreign 

demand. Output will likely have grown 

by around 6% by year-end, he added.

PALKovICS: HUNGArY 
GUeST oF HoNoUr AT 
CHINA HIGH-TeCH eveNT

Hungary is guest of honour at one of 

the most important Chinese high-tech 

events thanks to its achievements in 

cutting-edge technology, Innovation 

and Technology Minister László 

Palkovics told MTI after opening the 

Hungarian pavilion at the 21st China 

Hi-Tech Fair (CHTF) in Shenzhen, in 

south-east China.

Palkovics noted that Hungary 

has moved to integrate cutting-

edge technology into its industry 

and services. On the International 

Monetary Fund’s list of European 

Union countries, Hungary offers 

the “most high-tech content” in 

its products after Germany and 

Denmark, he said. The Hungarian 

pavilion is built around the theme 

“reality–virtuality continuum”, with 

spectacular solutions showcasing 

Hungarian innovation and academic 

achievements. A “smart wall” 

presents Hungarian inventions, while 

interactive solutions offer insights into 

the results in the development of self-

driving cars and laser research.  CHTF, 

running through Nov. 17, focuses 

on electronic information, energy 

management and environmental 

protection, as well as groundbreaking 

work in the sectors of new materials, 

medical biology, electro-optics, smart 

cities and artificial intelligence. Last 

year, the fair hosted 3,300 exhibitors 

and drew over 500,000 visitors.

Palkovics also met representatives 

of companies present in Hungary 

to promote the enhancement of 

ties between the countries. He 

met the head of BYD, a company 

manufacturing electric busses in 

Komárom, in northern Hungary, 

to discuss opportunities of BYD’s 

participation in the development of 

electric vehicles. He also discussed 

cooperation opportunities with BGI, 

a leading Chinese company in gene 

sequencing technology.


