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Support for the liberal opposition Momentum Movement was 13%, while the leftist Democratic Coalition (DK) stood at 11%, 

Nézőpont’s survey of 2,300 people interviewed in person between October 14 and 27 found. The nationalist Jobbik party 

was backed by 9%. Meanwhile, 6% backed the Socialist-Párbeszéd coalition -- below the 10% threshold needed to get into 

parliament on a joint party list -- and 3% supported the green LMP party. The non-parliamentary parties, the satirical Two-

tailed Dog Party and radical nationalist Mi Hazánk, chalked up 3% and 2% respectively, below the 5% threshold for seats.

In Budapest, Fidesz was backed by 39% among decided voters, Nézőpont said. In the capital, where the joint opposition 

candidate won the post of mayor, Momentum was supported by 20%, DK by 15% and Socialists-Párbeszéd by 9%. Outside 

Budapest, the ruling alliance commanded a greater lead (55%) over the opposition, which had a combined support of 44%.

The ruling alliance of Fidesz and the Christian Democrats has maintained its lead 
after last month’s local election, with 52% of decided voters declaring their support, 
according to a poll by Nézőpont.

FIDeSZ-LeD ALLIANCe mAINTAINS LeAD
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Reconstructed Gergely Csiky Theatre of Kaposvár

http://hungarymatters.hu/


All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

November 13, 2019
morNING ISSUe AM

SZIJJÁrTÓ: reSPeCT 
For HISTorY NoT 
revISIoNISm

Respect for historical facts cannot be 

seen as revisionism, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said at a meeting of 

parliament’s committee for national 

cohesion. At his annual hearing with 

the committee, Szijjártó said that the 

situation of Hungarian minorities 

across the borders have improved 

in the past five years. However, 

many issues remain unsolved, he 

said. Policy for Hungarian minorities 

across the borders is one of the most 

important aspects of Hungarian 

foreign policy and will not be 

“sacrificed for geopolitical games”, 

he said. National interests must be 

the cornerstone of foreign policy 

decisions, he said. “We have to 

accept” that the government comes 

regularly under pressure as a result 

of that principle, he said.

The government’s joint 

achievements with neighbouring 

countries have improved 

ethnic Hungarians’ situations, 

and provide an opportunity to 

discuss complicated issues in 

an atmosphere of mutual trust, 

he said. Serbia treats Hungarian 

communities “the fairest”, even in 

comparison with European Union 

member states, Szijjártó said, and 

so Hungary is justified in arguing 

for the country’s EU accession. 

Ukraine is on “the opposite end of 

the spectrum”, he said. Since the 

new administration started work 

in that country, pressure has grown 

on the Hungarian community there, 

he said, adding that Hungary’s 

government rejected such pressure. 

Measures taken to improve 

the situation of Transcarpathia 

Hungarians have been interpreted as 

“revisionist”, he said. “We have great 

hopes” regarding the new Ukrainian 

leadership, although little progress 

has been made “apart from positive 

statements”, he said. Hungary will 

only lift its veto of a rapprochement 

between Ukraine and NATO when 

Ukraine reverses measures seen 

by Hungary as harmful to ethnic 

Hungarians, he said.

The government’s economic 

development programmes for 

ethnic Hungarian communities have 

supported over 44,000 bids in a 

total value of 228 billion forints (EUR 

682.4m), Szijjártó said.

eP CommITTee oKAYS 
HUNGArY CommISSIoNer 
CANDIDATe vÁrHeLYI

The European Parliament’s legal affairs 

committee “has established no conflict 

of interest” in connection with the 

European commissioner nominees of 

France, Hungary and Romania, MEP 

József Szájer (ruling Fidesz) said. Szájer 

said that Hungary’s Olivér Várhelyi was 

unanimously supported by the body. 

Várhelyi, Thierry Breton of France 

and Adina Valean of Romania will be 

interviewed by committees overseeing 

their respective portfolios on Thursday.

FIDeSZ: GermAN mPS 
beLIeve PArTY’S  
PLACe IN ePP

Ruling Fidesz said that German 

MPs believe Fidesz’s place is in 

the European People’s Party (EPP). 

Heads of the Hungarian-German 

friendly division of the Christian 

Democratic Union of Germany (CDU) 

and Christian Social Union in Bavaria 

(CSU) group in the Bundestag have 

“expressed their firm belief” that 

Fidesz’s place was in the EPP, the 

party said in a statement.

Axel Eduard Fischer and Volkmar 

Klein have been in Budapest on an 

informal visit initiated by Fidesz, 

meeting head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office Gergely Gulyás, deputy Fidesz 

leader in charge of foreign affairs 

Katalin Novák, and chairman of the 

Civic Hungary Foundation, Zoltán 

Balog. Novák said at the meeting 

that in Germany CDU and CSU 

were Fidesz’s allies, which made it 

important to maintain relations and 

dialogue.

The German MPs are also 

scheduled to hold talks with House 

Speaker László Kövér and lawmakers 

Zsolt Németh and Csaba Hende. 

Additionally, they will participate 

in a conference organised by the 

Konrad Adenauer Stiftung and the 

Civic Hungary Foundation focusing 

on Hungary-German relations at 

Andrássy University. The German 

friendly division of the CDU-CSU group 

includes some forty members.
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SZIJJÁrTÓ: INveSTmeNTS 
AT reCorD HIGH IN 2019

Investments in the Hungarian economy 

have reached a record high, the 

minister of foreign affairs and trade told 

parliament’s economic committee.

Péter Szijjártó said that in the first 

ten months of the year agreements 

on 62 major projects had been signed. 

He added that the government had 

contributed a combined 129 billion 

forints (EUR 386m) to assist with those 

projects which would create 9,682 new 

jobs. Those investments include 10 

e-mobility projects by South Korean and 

4 by Japanese companies worth a total 

of 3 billion euros, he said. The minister 

also said that in jobs created through the 

government’s investment promotion 

scheme, salaries currently averaged a 

gross net 458,000 forints (EUR 1,370).

Szijjártó spoke highly of Hungary’s 

exports, and said that they added up 

to 104.8 billion euros in 2018, putting 

Hungary among the 35 countries 

worldwide with exports exceeding 100 

billion euros. In the first eight months of 

2019, exports totalled 72.2 billion euros, 

4% up from the previous year, he said, 

suggesting that by the end of the year 

Hungary could record “the best export 

results of all times”.

reSoLUTIoN bACKS 
eUroPeAN CITIZeNS’ 
INITIATIve oN reGIoNS

The national cohesion committee 

of Hungary’s parliament issued a 

resolution in support of a European 

Citizens’ Initiative on regional equality 

and the sustainability of regional 

cultures. The resolution, backed 

in the committee unanimously, 

welcomes the initiative launched by 

the Szekler National Council calling 

on the European Union to pay special 

attention, under its cohesion policy, 

to regions that are distinguished by 

national, ethnic, cultural, religious 

or linguistic characteristics, Károly 

Pánczél, the committee’s (Fidesz) head, 

told MTI. The resolution states that 

such regions, including geographical 

areas without administrative powers, 

can be prevented from falling 

behind by ensuring that they have 

equal access to the Structural Funds 

and other EU funds, resources and 

programmes, which also help them to 

preserve their specific characteristics 

and regional identity. It calls on 

Hungarians in the motherland and 

in neighbouring countries to sign 

the initiative in as large numbers as 

possible, Pánczél added.

HUNGArY-SerbIA TrADe 
TIeS ‘DeveLoPING WeLL’

Trade ties between Hungary and 

Serbia are developing apace, and 

both countries are keen to tap 

business opportunities, Levente 

Magyar, parliamentary state secretary 

of the ministry of foreign affairs and 

trade, told a business forum. “We’re 

not just talking our desire to do 

business; serious financial muscle 

is behind the words, too,” he said. 

Hungarian companies in Serbia will 

be able to apply for government 

support amounting to up to 50% of 

new investments throughout the 

country, not only in Vojvodina. Serbian 

companies will also benefit, he said. 

Hungary, he added, wants to help 

Serbs living outside Serbia with similar 

schemes.

DK eNQUIreS AboUT 
ALLeGeD HIrING FreeZe 
IN HoSPITALS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has asked Human Resources 

Minister Miklós Kásler about a report 

that hospitals have suspended 

the hiring of doctors and nurses 

under a secret government decree. 

Zoltán Komáromi, DK’s health 

spokesman, said the reported move 

was “incomprehensible” given most 

hospitals around the country had 

“sizeable vacancy lists”. Daily Népszava 

reported on Tuesday that hospital 

heads had been instructed by state 

health service centre ÁEEK to put a 

stop on filling vacant jobs from Nov. 6 

until the order was withdrawn.

ÁEEK issued a statement in response 

to the report denying any hiring freeze. 

The authority insisted the recruitment 

of new hospital staff was ongoing. 

Whereas the government regularly 

monitors the jobs situation in public 

services, “this does not mean that 

workers cannot be recruited when 

needed”, the statement said. The 

government’s aim is to make sure that 

recruitments are under control in all 
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institutions, and “this measure should 

not have a negative impact on the 

continuity of patient care”.

The Hungarian Hospital Association 

said in a statement in turn that the 

health authority and the state secretary 

in charge of health had told it the 

hiring freeze in hospitals would be 

lifted as soon as possible. It added that 

the government measure had made 

existing HR problems in the sector 

worse, and a long-term and effective 

solution was essential to ensure patient 

safety.

HUNGArY GUeST NIGHTS 
DoWN 1.3% IN SePTember

Guest nights at commercial 

accommodations in Hungary fell 

by 1.3% year on year to 2,593,000 in 

September, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. The number of 

guest nights spent by foreigners 

was up by 1.4% at 1,480,000 and the 

number of guest nights spent by 

domestic travellers decreased by 4.7% 

to 1,113,000. Revenue of commercial 

accommodations climbed 6.9% to 52 

billion forints (EUR 155.6m) during the 

period.

CoNSTrUCTIoN SeCTor 
oUTPUT UP 17.8%  
IN SePTember

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector climbed 17.8% year on year in 

September, unadjusted data released 

by the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

show. Output of the buildings segment 

was up 18.7%, lifted by construction 

of residential, cultural and industrial 

buildings, KSH said. Civil engineering 

output rose by 17.2%, helped by road 

and railway developments. In a month-

on-month comparison, construction 

output rose by 5.2%, adjusted for 

seasonal and workday effects. For the 

period January-September, output was 

up 28.0% year on year.

GSK PHArmACeUTICALS 
To reCeIve HUF 1.8 bN IN 
GovT SUPPorT

The government has given a subsidy 

of 1.8 billion forints in support 

of pharmaceutical company 

GlaxoSmithKline’s (GSK) new plant in 

Gödöllő, north-east of Budapest, Péter 

Szijjártó, the minister of foreign affairs 

and trade, said

at the opening of GSK’s new vaccine 

plant, Szijjártó said Hungary was 

honoured when global leaders put 

their trust in Hungary’s investment 

environment and the expertise of its 

workforce. The Gödöllő investment is 

creating 104 high value-added jobs, 

he said, noting that elements of the 

diphtheria and tetanus vaccine will be 

manufactured at the new unit.

HUNGArY, CHINA SIGN 
INNovATIoN, reSeArCH 
AND LoGISTICS PACTS

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics visited Beijing during 

which a number of cooperation 

agreements were signed between 

Hungarian and Chinese partners. 

The innovation and technology 

ministry concluded an innovation 

and research cooperation agreement 

with Tsinghua University. Hungarian 

software developer E-Group signed 

an agreement with the university on 

establishing a centre for technology 

transfers.

Budapest’s Corvinus University 

signed an agreement with Chinese 

tourism company CTrip, which will 

open an office and a dual training 

centre at the university in Budapest.

The Záhony Logistics and 

Industrial Zone Consortium and 

the Central European Trade and 

Logistics Cooperation Zone finalised 

a cooperation agreement on logistics 

and rail transport services, which will 

help establish a land connection 

between the Hungarian border town 

Záhony and inner China.

In an address, Palkovics noted that 

the financing agreement for the 

planned Hungarian section of the 

Budapest-Belgrade railway project was 

slated to be signed this year, and an 

agreement between the government 

and Fudan University on establishing 

a Chinese university in Hungary was 

ready for signing.

TUZSoN: LoCAL CoUNCILS 
mUST USe bUSINeSS 
TAX To FINANCe PUbLIC 
TrANSPorT

Local business taxes must be used 

to pay for local public transport, a 

government official said, adding that 
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the law will be changed accordingly. 

Bence Tuzson, the state secretary for 

public services at the Prime Minister’s 

Office, said the government regards 

public transport financing as a 

primary task for local councils. “We 

want to make this task clear,” he said. 

Any remaining revenue from the tax 

can be spent on other services, he 

added. “If [former mayor of Budapest] 

István Tarlós managed to finance the 

capital’s public transport, then Gergely 

Karácsony can also do so,” he said, 

adding that the government would 

comply with all agreements it struck 

with the capital during Tarlós’s term.

vISITorS To bUDAPeST 
SPAS UP 12%

Visitor numbers at Budapest spas rose 

by 12% year on year to 3.9 million in 

the first three quarters of the year, the 

marketing director of spa operator 

BGYH said in an interview to business 

daily Világgazdaság. Szilvia Czinege 

told the paper that BGYH’s revenue 

climbed 19% to more than 14 billion 

forints during the period. She said a 

newly opened spa in the 20th district 

as well as an expanded spa in the 3rd 

district had helped to boost visitor 

numbers.

reTAIL WorKerS UNIoN 
UrGeS bUDAPeST mAYor 
To reCommeND SHoPS 
CLoSe eArLY oN SUNDAYS

Retail workers union KDFSZ has asked 

Budapest’s new mayor, Gergely 

Karácsony, to urge big retailers in the 

capital to close shop early on Sundays, 

daily Magyar Nemzet reports. In a letter 

KDFSZ sent to City Hall obtained by 

the daily, the union asked the mayor 

to recommend the voluntary closure 

of retail businesses larger than 400sqm 

at 2:00 in the afternoon on Sundays 

from the start of next year. KDFSZ 

chairman Csaba Bubenkó told the 

paper that the recommendation would 

fit well with elements of the mayor’s 

policy platform, such as prohibiting 

overtime at municipal council-owned 

companies and taking steps against 

climate change. He added that such a 

recommendation could set a precedent 

for the mayors of other big cities 

around the country. The paper said 

preparations to gauge public sentiment 

on the issue were under way. Hungary’s 

Fidesz-KDNP governing alliance earlier 

rolled back rules requiring big retailers 

to remain closed on Sunday because of 

the measure’s unpopularity.

CSIKY THeATre IN 
KAPoSvÁr oPeNS AFTer 
reCoNSTrUCTIoN

The Gergely Csiky Theatre in 

Kaposvár, south-west Hungary, was 

opened on Monday after a three-

year reconstruction, with an opening 

ceremony attended by Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán. The theatre, a hotbed of 

a new generation of artists in the 1980s 

who went on to do ground-breaking 

work in Hungary’s theatres, has been 

completely revamped and expanded 

thanks to a 9.5 billion forint (EUR 28.4m) 

government grant.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, 

Péter Fülöp, deputy state secretary 

of the human resources ministry, 

said modern theatre transcends 

the limits of performance arts and 

opens towards other art forms. 

The Csiky Theatre aims to work as a 

cultural hub as well as a theatre, and 

will continue to break taboos and 

preserve traditions as it did before, 

he said. The theatre opened with 

Buborékok (Bubbles), a comedy by 

Gergely Csiky, after whom the theatre 

was named. The piece was directed 

by National Theatre director Attila 

Vidnyánszky.


