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Speaking to the press on the sidelines of the meeting of EU foreign ministers, the Hungarian FM said the root causes of 

migration had intensified recently. Instability in countries outside Europe has a negative impact on European security, he 

said. Hungary’s stance is that international migration policy must shift quickly to solving problems locally and helping 

people to return home instead of encouraging further waves of migration, he said, adding that Hungary will continue to 

focus on border protection and exporting aid to areas where it is needed. Accordingly, Hungary will send another 70 soldiers 

to Afghanistan, increasing the number of Hungarians participating in the mission there to 170, Szijjártó said. Additionally, 

it has extended until 2024 the country’s annual contribution of 500,000 dollars to support national security and defence 

forces in Afghanistan, he said.

In the context of a nuclear agreement with Iran, Hungary resolutely supports the European Union’s policy which aims to 

preserve the agreement; or at least parts of it, Szijjártó said.

Due to the approaching winter and Europe’s condemnation of Turkey’s offensive in 
Syria, the next few months will bring about increased migration pressure, Péter Szijjártó 
said in Brussels.

SZIJJÁRTÓ WARNS OF GROWING MIGRATION PRESSURE

EU defence ministers meet in Brussels
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
SUPPORTS AFRICA 
INITIATIVES

Commenting on Libya, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó promised to make efforts 

in order to ensure that the 35 million 

euros offered earlier by Visegrad Group 

countries for border protection should 

reach its target. And on the topic of 

Sudan, he said the most of the 90,000 

US dollars offered by Hungary to 

support the country is channelled to 

25 scholarships granted each year. 

Additionally, Hungary supports the 

initiative regarding a European aid 

to boost Sudan’s economy so as to 

prevent another big wave of migrants, 

he said. It is important that the EU 

should develop and maintain policies 

that help these regions retain their 

populations, he added.

In response to a question, he 

said the Islamic State had changed 

tactics to activate “dormant cells and 

lone wolves”. It is vitally important 

to prevent the more than 5,000 

EU citizens that fought for IS from 

endangering Europe, he added.

STOIBER: HUNGARY’S 
PLACE ‘AT CENTRE  
OF REUNITED EUROPE’

Hungary’s place is at the centre of a 

reunited Europe, Edmund Stoiber, 

the former Bavarian state premier, 

said in an interview to German daily 

Die Welt. “Hungary from the very 

start had a place at the centre of a 

reunited Europe,” he said. Stoiber, 

who is also honorary president of 

the Bavarian Christian Social Union 

(CSU), said Markus Söder, Bavaria’s 

current state premier, and Manfred 

Weber, the CSU leader and head of 

the European People’s Party (EPP) EP 

group, had expressed their approval 

of the Hungarian high state honour 

that Stoiber received recently. Bavaria 

and Hungary, he noted in the interview 

published online on Monday, have 

traditionally enjoyed close economic 

and cultural ties.

On the topic of the ruling Fidesz 

party and its place in the EPP -- 

including Weber’s EPP quest to 

become European Commission 

president that was not backed by 

Fidesz -- Stoiber said there had been 

tensions and damage done, “but you 

can’t get stuck; life goes on.”

Asked whether presenting Söder’s 

greetings to Orbán during his visit to 

Budapest heralded a new beginning, 

he said further discussions would 

take place between the Bavarian and 

Hungarian leaders. Söder, he added, 

saw historically close Bavarian-

Hungarian relations as a vital asset. 

“What happened has happened, 

but this is not an obstacle to looking 

ahead,” Stoiber said, adding that Weber 

was ready to work with everyone, 

including Orbán.

Meanwhile, Stoiber said deepening 

cooperation between Germany 

and the Visegrad Group would be 

indispensable, especially in light of 

Germany’s key role in backing these 

countries’ EU accession. The Visegrad 

countries as economic partners, he said, 

were “much more important to us ... 

than France, the United States or China”.

GYÖNGYÖSI: JOBBIK HAS 
COMPLETED ITS JOURNEY 
TO BECOME PEOPLE’S 
PARTY

The outcome of the October local 

elections shows that the opposition 

Jobbik party has completed its journey 

towards becoming a people’s party 

and this is now widely accepted, the 

nationalist party’s deputy leader, 

MEP Márton Gyöngyösi, has said. The 

election results, he said, proved that 

Jobbik “is a democratic force” and an 

indispensable part of the opposition 

coalition which could provide an 

alternative to the ruling Fidesz party. 

He added that the party’s move to the 

centre ground of politics had been 

successful. His job, Gyöngyösi said, 

would be to proselytise this message 

in the European Parliament.

Meanwhile, he said: “it won’t be 

easy for [Hungarian nominee] Olivér 

Várhelyi to be elected as commissioner 

for enlargement” as he would have 

to examine the applicant countries’ 

adherence to the rule of law while 

Hungary is subject to an Article 7 

procedure on precisely those grounds. 

He said Hungary’s reputation would 

take a hit if its second nominee for 

commissioner failed to pass the stage 

of EP committee hearings.

Gyöngyösi also referred to Jobbik’s 

intention to join a European party 

group, saying it was conceivable that 
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Jobbik could be “navigated” into the 

European People’s Party, but “the 

Fidesz factor” was a problem.

PALKOVICS: VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING ADDED 
TO HUNGARIAN-
CHINESE EDUCATIONAL 
FRAMEWORK PACT

Vocational training has been added 

to a Hungarian-Chinese framework 

agreement on educational cooperation, 

the innovation and technology minister 

has said. László Palkovics said the 2019-

2022 framework agreement signed with 

Vice Minister of Education Zheng Fuzhi 

includes 230 scholarships, involving 

MsC, BsC and PhD positions, as well 

as short-term research positions. The 

first vocational training cooperation 

project will be implemented with the 

involvement of a Chinese partner in 

Békéscsaba, in southeast Hungary, 

he added. The Chinese development 

strategy dubbed Belt and Road 

Initiative, contrary to the Silk Road 

network of ancient times, goes beyond 

the transport of goods and services, 

and involves cooperation in education 

and science, he said. In order to bridge 

the physical distance between the two 

countries, several Chinese universities 

have started offering off-site courses 

in Hungary, such as Fudan University 

from Shanghai offering its courses at 

Corvinus University in Budapest since 

last year, he added. Additionally, the 

Hungarian government would like the 

first Chinese university in Europe to be 

set up in Hungary, he said.

Palkovics also held talks about the 

planned Budapest-Belgrade railway 

line development project. The 

Hungarian consortium which includes 

two Chinese and one Hungarian 

company agreed that the two sides 

would take an equal share in the rail 

construction project, he said. Palkovics 

held talks with heads of the China 

Railway Signal and Communications 

company in order to learn about 

the security and other equipment 

already installed along the Serbian 

stretch of the line. The Hungarian 

consortium, however, will still have to 

decide whether this company should 

participate in building the Hungarian 

stretch of the line, he said.

Palkovics also met the head of the 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB) and discussed a potential project 

the bank could finance in line with talks 

held in Budapest in October. The bank 

funds projects that involve ties with 

Asia, he added.

Palkovics also participated in a 

consultation meeting with the deputy 

head of the National Development and 

Reform Commission of the People’s 

Republic of China (NDRC), discussing the 

preparation of the financing contract 

of the Budapest-Belgrade rail line. The 

contract is planned to be signed by the 

end of this year and the project will start 

next January, he added.

SOCIAL WORKERS’ UNION 
PLANS STRIKE

Social sector workers will go on strike 

on Wednesday if their union reaches an 

agreement on ensuring the minimum 

services required by law, the head of 

the Trade Union of Hungarian Civil 

Servants and Public Employees (MKKSZ) 

said. MKKSZ is ready to accept the 

government’s proposal on minimum 

services, Erzsébet Boros told a press 

conference, adding that the strike 

therefore “depends on the government”. 

Should the government make striking 

impossible by not establishing the 

minimum of required services, the union 

will declare November 13 “the day of social 

work professionals’ confidence”, she said.

The union will hold talks with the 

government on Tuesday morning 

about their demands including a wage 

increase, she said. If the government 

approves a wage hike, the union will 

demand indication of its rate and 

timeline, as well as “a prime ministerial 

guarantee”, Boros said.

ORBÁN MEETS NEW 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT MICHEL

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán held talks 

with Charles Michel, president-elect of 

the European Council, at his office in 

Budapest. Orbán and Michel discussed 

important topics in connection with 

Hungary’s relations with the European 

Union, including policies on migration, 

the economy and foreign affairs, 

according to a statement. Michel, who 

assumes office on Dec. 1, and Orbán 

expressed their readiness to cooperate 

with a view to finding the right answers 

to the challenges facing Europe in the 

coming years, it added.
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MORE THAN 115,000 
PENSIONERS REJOIN 
LABOUR FORCE

More than 115,000 Hungarian 

pensioners have rejoined the 

workforce, up from around 75,000 at 

the end of last year, finance ministry 

state secretary András Tállai said 

in an interview with daily Magyar 

Nemzet. Growth was supported by 

the introduction of more exemptions 

for pensioners from the start of this 

year, Tállai said. Retirees who go back 

to work are now exempt from all taxes 

except the 15% personal income tax, he 

said. The rollout of the tax exemptions 

followed the establishment in 2017 

of pensioners’ cooperatives which 

provide the legal foundation for retired 

Hungarians to work again, mitigating 

the impact of the labour shortage. The 

standard retirement age in Hungary is 

being gradually raised: Hungarians 

born in 1955 are eligible for retirement 

at age 64.

HUNGARY TRADE 
SURPLUS AT EUR 566 M  
IN SEPTEMBER

Hungary had a 566 million euro trade 

surplus in September, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said in a first 

reading of data. The surplus was up 

385 million euros from the same 

month a year earlier. Exports rose 

by an annual 10.9% to 9.582 billion 

euros. Imports were up by 6.5% at 

9.016 billion euros.

Trade with other European Union 

member states accounted for about 

80% of exports and 73% of imports. 

For the period January-September, 

exports were up by 4.5% annually at 

81.818 billion euros and imports rose 

by 5.6% to 77.903 billion. The trade 

surplus for the period stood at 3.915 

billion euros, narrowing by 569 million 

from the same period a year earlier. 

KSH will publish a second reading of 

the September data on December 2.

BAUHAUS CONTEMPORARY 
EXHIBITION OPENS 
IN ROME HUNGARIAN 
ACADEMY

A photo exhibition celebrating the 

100th anniversary of the birth of 

Bauhaus has opened in the Academy 

of Hungary in Rome. Entitled Bauhaus 

Contemporary, the exhibition 

draws a unique parallel between 

the art movement and Hungarian 

artists, the organisers told MTI. “It 

shows the influence of Bauhaus on 

present-day art and how it is present 

today,” they said in a statement. 

Hallmark names of the Bauhaus 

movement in Hungary include 

painter, photographer and teacher 

László Moholy-Nagy and architect 

and furniture designer Marcell Breuer. 

The exhibition will run until Dec. 13.

HUNGARY’S DÉVA WINS 
PRIZE AT COTTBUS FILM 
FESTIVAL

Hungarian Petra Szőcs’s first feature 

film, Déva, won the Dialog award at 

the Cottbus film festival, filmmakers 

said. The film tells the story of an 

albino teenager, Kató, living in a 

children’s home in the Romanian 

town of Deva (Déva), and her 

exceptional bond with one of the 

volunteers there. As she learns that 

her friend is about to leave, Kató 

decides to sacrifice another volunteer 

to keep her. At the Cottbus festival, 

focusing on central and eastern 

European films, Déva won the 

Dialog award for the promotion of 

intercultural understanding. The 

festival’s Close Up HU section also 

screened Gábor Reisz’s Bad Poems, 

Coyote by Márk Kostyál and János 

Szász’s The Butcher, the Whore and 

the One-Eyed Man.


