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UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

Am

President János Áder presented former Bavarian Minister-President Edmund Stoiber Hungary’s Order of Merit Grand Cross in 

a ceremony in Sándor Palace in Budapest on Friday, calling Stoiber a “patriot and dedicated European”. Stoiber, he said, had 

made clear that Christian-conservative politics was a strong feature of Europe’s past that provided a common foundation 

for building the bloc’s common future.

Áder said Hungary appreciated Stoiber’s work in enhancing cooperation between Hungary and Bavaria. The president 

noted that thirty years ago, on November 10, 1989, Stoiber headed a Bavarian delegation to Hungary and met József Antall, 

the leader of the Hungarian Democratic Forum who later became the country’s first prime minister after the change in 

political system. They spoke about the common hope that the end of the German divide could mean ending European 

divisions, Áder noted.

Presenting a high Hungarian state honour to Edmund Stoiber, Hungary’s president 
called the former Bavarian premier a ‘patriot and dedicated European’.

ÁDer: SToIber ‘PATrIoT, CommITTeD eUroPeAN’

Szijártó presser during foreign affairs 
council meeting in brussels

Parliament holds plenary

british ambassador holds 
presentation on Hungary-UK 
relations at Szeged University

Stats office releases first estimate 
on foreign trade in Sept 2019
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András Hadik and Attila Deák in a Ford Fiesta R5 MKII rally car in Máriapócs 
in NE Hungary
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eUroPeAN AvIATIoN 
SAFeTY AGeNCY To oPeN 
oFFICe IN bUDAPeST

The European Aviation Safety Agency 

(EASA) will open a contact office in 

Hungary under an agreement signed 

by Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics and EASA managing 

director Patrick Ky in Budapest. The 

new office will enable the Hungarian 

transport authority to strengthen its 

supervisory activities on the basis of 

international know-how, the ministry 

said in a statement. The office will open 

in January 2020 with the involvement 

of an EASA expert. The agreement is 

meant to raise the standards of aviation 

safety in Hungary, it said. Set up in 

2002, EASA has 32 member states. 

It employs some 800 specialists and 

operates permanent representative 

offices in the US, Canada, China and 

Singapore.

SUSTAINAbLe 
DeveLoPmeNT CoUNCIL 
revIeWS TreNDS

Future trends in the development 

of Hungary’s economy and society 

and underlying factors triggering the 

country’s GDP growth over the past 

years were discussed at a meeting of 

the National Council for Sustainable 

Development (NFFT) in Budapest. The 

meeting in Parliament also reviewed 

Hungary’s international development 

strategy for 2020-2025. Addressing 

the event, House Speaker László 

Kövér, who is also NFFT’s president, 

agreed with contributors who said 

that decisions to raise children are 

not purely motivated by financial 

considerations. “If we are unable 

to incorporate the reproduction of 

society into the logic of the economy 

and are not able to incorporate this 

notion in the minds of people in some 

way, then we have lost a cause,” Kövér 

said. The House speaker stressed the 

need to create a situation in which 

parents raising 3-4 children are 

financially better off than those who 

raise only one or two. 

NFFT is a consultative body set 

up with a cross-party consensus in 

2008. It comprises representatives of 

parliament, the churches, academia, 

NGOs, trade unions and employers.

PAST CHAmPIoNS 
LobbY For 2023 
WorLD ATHLeTICS 
CHAmPIoNSHIPS To be 
HeLD IN bUDAPeST

Prominent Hungarian champions of 

the past holding the title of Athlete of 

the Nation have asked Budapest’s new 

leaders that the city should remain 

the host of the 2023 World Athletics 

Championships, one of them, Pál 

Schmitt, told MTI on Saturday. The 

International Association of Athletics 

Federations (IAAF) granted Budapest 

the right to host the prestigious 

event in December 2018. The city’s 

bid included building a new sports 

stadium for the purpose. Gergely 

Karácsony, Budapest’s new mayor 

elected last month, announced among 

his first measures a ban on building 

more sports stadiums in the capital. 

The 12 athletes have now expressed 

concern over the latest developments 

surrounding the world athletics 

championships.

 “We are convinced that organising 

such a major international competition 

could not only boost Hungary’s 

reputation, but also stimulate young 

people’s interest in sports,” they said.

HUNGArY, S KoreA TIeS, 
SHIP DISASTer vICTImS 
CommemorATeD 
IN bUDAPeST

A commemoration was held in central 

Budapest on Saturday to mark the 30th 

anniversary of Hungarian-South Korean 

diplomatic ties and pay tribute to the 

victims of this spring’s ship disaster.

On May 29, a cruise ship collided 

with a sightseeing boat that had 33 

South Korean tourists on board and a 

crew of two Hungarians. Seven tourists 

were rescued from the water after the 

collision and the rest died.

Addressing the ceremony at Heroes’ 

Square, Choe Kyoo-Sik, South Korea’s 

ambassador to Hungary, said bilateral 

relations had rapidly developed over 

the past ten years. South Korean 

companies are among the leading 

foreign investors in Hungary, he said, 

adding that a direct flight between 

Budapest and Seoul would further 

boost relations. He thanked the 

efforts of all those who participated 

in the rescue operation and a search 
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for the victims after the ship disaster, 

expressing hope that the body of the 

only victim still missing would be 

recovered.

Former Tv ANCHor 
To ADvISe DK DePUTY 
mAYor

Television personality Olga Kálmán 

has formally joined the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) party and 

will advise Erzsébet Gy. Németh, a 

deputy mayor of Budapest in charge 

of cultural affairs. Ferenc Gyurcsány, 

DK’s leader, told a press conference 

on Sunday that the former TV news 

anchor who briefly put her hat into the 

ring during the opposition primaries 

in Budapest had joined DK and would 

work for a “culturally colourful, open, 

European and modern” Budapest. 

Németh noted that in Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony’s address to the first 

assembly of the current term, he had 

referred to the capital city’s cultural 

diversity, adding that “our job is to 

preserve its traditions while further 

developing its vibrant cultural life.” 

“Also, we don’t want people of other 

cultures to be persecuted because of 

their culture,” she said. She added that 

culture in the city was the only area 

that the government of Viktor Orbán 

had not managed to have an impact 

on, adding that its cultural institutions 

enjoyed relative autonomy.

Kálmán said the city leadership’s 

duty was to promote a culture 

accessible to all. Children and people 

with disabilities as well as those with 

more material hardships should have 

the same access to culture as anyone 

else, she added.

KÖvÉr: GYUrCSÁNY 
beLoNGS To ‘roCK 
boTTom oF HUNGArIAN 
PoLITICS’

House Speaker László Kövér said on 

Sunday that opposition Democratic 

Coalition leader and former prime 

minister Ferenc Gyurcsány belonged 

to “the rock bottom of Hungarian 

politics”, and there were few figures 

in Hungarian history in the 20th and 

21st centuries who had caused more 

damage than Gyurcsány. 

Referring to former ruling Fidesz 

mayor of Győr, Zsolt Borkai, who was 

recently implicated in a sex scandal, 

Kövér said in an interview with 

public radio Kossuth that the “moral 

stumbling that would normally 

be classified as a private vice” had 

turned out to be an “unforgiveable 

sin”, yet Gyurcsány and former left-

wing prime minister Gyula Horn 

committed “a series of sins against 

the nation” which now appear to be 

forgivable.

Referring to Horn’s involvement 

in the brigades that helped crush 

the 1956 anti-Soviet uprising, 

Kövér said no greater sin had been 

committed during post-communist 

transformation than the Socialists’ 

choice of Horn, “a traitor who fought 

against his own nation” before he 

vied to become prime minister only 

four years after the first free elections. 

However, compared to Gyurcsány, 

“a petty nobody traitor against the 

nation”, Horn was a “knight and a 

national hero”, he added.

Referring to Gyurcsány’s so-called 

“lies” speech and the actions of 

riot police during his time in office, 

Kövér said the “sins” committed by 

Gyurcsány, including “the Őszöd 

speech, the mounted attacks, the 

police attacks and all the lies he 

said”, could not be compared with 

Borkai’s “moral stumbling”, Kövér 

said. “There’s no reason to be proud 

of what Borkai did as a member of the 

community, but it showed that such 

a mistake cannot be made without 

consequences,” he added.

Commenting on opposition 

Momentum leader András Fekete-

Győr who was campaigning in 

support of the liberal candidate 

instead of the ethnic Hungarian 

Transylvanian candidate in the 

presidential election campaign in 

Romania, he said the Hungarian left 

wing always had an inclination to 

form alliances with anybody against 

his own nation.


