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Any attempt to remove Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s from office would be in the interest of “pro-migration 

forces”, Orbán said in an interview after Erdoğan’s visit to Budapest on Thursday. By undermining Turkey’s “strength, balance, 

security, reliability and order”, pro-migration forces aim to “realise their dream” of having millions of migrants flood Europe, 

he said, adding that US financier George Soros had outlined such a goal “in his infamous plan”, arguing that Europe needed 

the influx of one million migrants a year.

As long as Erdoğan is in office and Europe succeeds in striking a deal with him, he will “open the gates to Syria rather than 

Europe”, Orbán said. “Until then, we are safe.”

Hungary is providing substantial financial and military aid to Kurds living in Iraq, Orbán noted.

Regarding recent visits of President Vladimir Putin and German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas to Budapest, Orbán said 

Hungary fell within a geographical area defined by Istanbul, Moscow and Berlin. Hungary’s interest is that those countries 

in turn have an interest in Hungary’s success, he said.

Turkey is instrumental is stopping the “wave of millions of migrants” on their way 
towards Hungary and Europe, although the Hungarian opposition cannot or will not 
understand that, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public Kossuth Radio.
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orbÁN: HUNGArIAN 
ForeIGN PoLICY bASeD 
oN NATIoNAL vALUeS

The Hungarian public supports a 

foreign policy based on national values 

and prompted by national interests, 

he said. Earlier, foreign policy was 

rooted in “a feeling of inferiority”, he 

said, adding that the present approach 

“corresponds to Hungarian instincts 

better”.

Regarding the issue of Hungarian 

minorities living in Transcarpathia, 

western Ukraine, Orbán said that 

minority “has been abandoned 

and has a difficult life, so its claim to 

Hungarian government support is 

justified.” Ukraine is a signatory to 

an agreement with NATO stating its 

intention to strengthen its relations 

with the military alliance. In that 

document, Ukraine pledged not to 

curb the rights of minorities in the 

country, but it has failed to keep that 

promise, Orbán said. When Hungary 

raises its voice on the issue, it also 

promotes the cohesion and stability of 

NATO, he added. Orbán said he hoped 

that the policies of the recently elected 

Ukrainian president, Volodymyr 

Zelensky, would not be anti-Hungarian.

Regarding the statement of András 

Fekete-Győr, the leader of Momentum, 

on supporting a Liberal Romanian 

candidate in the presidential campaign 

instead of a Hungarian one, Orbán 

said such a policy was built on an 

internationalist, cosmopolitan world 

view reminiscent of the Liberal SZDSZ 

party of the 1990s. “Ours is not like that; 

it is rooted in national values.”

Regarding the European Union’s 

next seven-year financial cycle, Orbán 

said Hungary’s stance was that new 

policies should not be launched that 

were worse than the old ones. Old EU 

policies should be kept in place, he 

said, adding that he expected the new 

EU budget for the 2021-2027 period 

to be accepted during Germany’s 

presidency in the second half of 2020.

Speaking about a recent cabinet 

meeting attended by the new mayor 

of Budapest, Gergely Karácsony, 

Orbán noted that the governing 

alliance, though it had won the 

election overall, had suffered heavy 

losses. Yet the opposition still insisted 

on “toying with [their accusations 

that there is] a dictatorship”. “Luckily, 

nothing of the sort happened during 

the mayor’s visit.” He said the period 

of the past nine years in Budapest 

under the former mayor, István Tarlós, 

had been a “golden age” during 

which the central government and 

municipality had managed to agree 

on the developments needed to be 

carried out. Orbán said Budapest had 

now changed course. “All the old left-

wing government cadres are coming 

back,” he said, adding that they had 

a different approach to that of Tarlós. 

Orbán said he had raised the issue of 

15-20 projects at the meeting with 

Karácsony with a view to coming 

to an agreement on them. “I had to 

withdraw a lot of things; it wasn’t 

pleasant for us … to give up dreams.” 

The PM referred to the flagship 

development project in City Park, 

claiming it to be “the biggest cultural 

development in the Western world”, 

and saying it had “stalled” because the 

mayor had vowed to abolish elements 

of the plan, including for the National 

Gallery, the House of Science and 

Innovation and the rebuilding of the 

City Park Theatre. He added, however, 

that it had come as “a pleasant surprise” 

that Karácsony had shown willingness 

to allow the rebuilding of the Regnum 

Marianum church, which had been 

blown up by the communists.

In the case of the World Athletic 

Championships slated to be held in 

Budapest in 2023, he said Karácsony 

had asked to delay deciding the matter 

until the end of the month. Orbán 

noted that the international federation 

was expected to reach a decision by 

Nov. 15, so he hoped the municipality 

would soon change its position on the 

issue.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: eU 
eNLArGemeNT ‘IN GooD 
HANDS’

European Union enlargement “is 

in good hands”, Péter Szijjártó, the 

minister of foreign affairs and trade, 

said during a World Economic Forum 

event in Geneva, insisting that the 

enlargement and neighborhood 

portfolio would be “the Hungarian 

commissioner’s responsibility”.

Szijjártó told a forum on the Western 

Balkans attended by leaders and top 

officials of seven Western Balkan 

countries that EU enlargement policy 
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would receive a boost. “Hungary 

not only talks about its political 

objectives but takes action to realise 

them, too,” he said. “Now that a 

Hungarian commissioner will oversee 

EU enlargement, the EU policy ... 

will gain new momentum.” EU and 

Hungarian interests fully coincide 

with the integration of Western Balkan 

countries, he said. “This is in our interest 

security-wise,” Szijjártó said, referring 

to renewed migration expected along 

the Western Balkan route.

“The numbers are increasing” 

Szijjártó said, adding that close to 

100,000 illegal immigrants “have 

piled up” in the Western Balkans. By 

the end of October, Turkish authorities 

arrested 350,000 migrants who 

illegally crossed the border, 80,000 

more than in the whole of last year, 

he said. Szijjártó said this was why 

the integration of Western Balkan 

countries was in Hungary’s interest 

in terms of its security. “It is also in 

our economic interest, since the 

Western Balkan countries maintain 

very close and active trade relations 

with European countries,” he said. “The 

fewer obstacles standing in the way 

of this trade, the more favourable this 

situation will be for them.” Szijjártó 

called enlargement a political interest, 

noting that minus a member state 

the EU would project a less successful 

image. “The sooner we can move 

forward with enlargement, the sooner 

we’ll create an image of a successful 

European Union.”

Szijjártó said it would be a strategic 

mistake for the incoming European 

Commission, led by Ursula von der 

Leyen, “not to correct the huge 

shortcomings and mistakes of the 

outgoing body headed by Jean-

Claude Juncker”. He said that the 

Juncker-led commission had virtually 

stalled the enlargement process and 

no progress had been made. “It must 

be realised that the European Union 

needs the Western Balkans as much 

as the Western Balkans needs the EU,” 

said Szijjártó.

Meanwhile, European Parliament 

spokesman Jaume Duch said on 

Twitter that the legal committee of 

the European Parliament will hear 

the Hungarian, Romanian and French 

commissioner candidates on Nov. 12. 

The EP hearing will follow on Nov. 14th, 

Duch said.

GovT oFFICIAL: HUNGArY 
LoSING ‘STroNG ALLY oN 
NATIoNAL SovereIGNTY’ 
WITH breXIT

With the United Kingdom leaving 

the European Union, Hungary will 

lose a staunch defender of national 

sovereignty, the foreign ministry’s 

commissioner for Brexit told a 

conference. Szabolcs Takács said 

Hungary would be “losing a lot” 

with Brexit as the UK promoted a 

“sovereignist” approach to the EU as 

against the “federalist” view of the 

commission, he said. “Hungary is part 

of that minority and will lose and 

important ally with Brexit,” he said. 

Speaking at the Fourth European Blue 

Sky Conference in Budapest, he said 

the Hungarian government “regrets 

but respects the decision” of the British 

people to leave the EU. He added that 

Brexit was currently being hindered by 

British political infighting rather than 

by member states, the European 

Commission or the European Council. 

Takács said it was important to define 

what a European lifestyle means “at 

a time when Europe’s ethnic setup is 

changing”.

IT mINISTer: HUNGArY 
ASPIreS To LeADING roLe 
IN DroNe DeveLoPmeNT

Hungary aspires to a leading role in 

drone technology, László Palkovics, the 

minister of innovation and technology, 

said at a conference. The potential 

applications and economic impact of 

unmanned aerial vehicles on a global 

scale is significant, Palkovics said at a 

conference organised by Hungarian 

air traffic controller HungaroControl. 

He said the market opportunities 

associated with drone technology 

in Europe each year were worth over 

ten billion euros. In Hungary, drone 

licences will soon exceed 20,000, and 

unmanned aerial vehicles are routinely 

used today in agriculture and forestry, 

logistics, haulage, infrastructure 

surveillance and public services.

HUNGArY CPI UP 2.9%  
IN oCT

Hungary’s consumer price index 

increased by an annual 2.9% in 

October, while prices were 0.6% higher 
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compared with September, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. The price 

of alcohol, tobacco and food increased 

significantly in the past year, with 

spirits and tobacco averaging increases 

of 8.4% while food prices went up by 

5.4%.

HUNGArY INDUSTrIAL 
oUTPUT JUmPS 11.1% 
IN SePT

Output of Hungary’s industrial 

sector grew by an annual 11.1% in 

September, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said in a first reading 

of data. Adjusted for the number of 

working days, industrial output rose 

by 9%. KSH said output growth of 

the automotive segment, which has 

the biggest weight in the industrial 

sector, “picked up significantly” as did 

growth in the computer, electronics 

and optical equipment segment. 

Output growth of the food, drinks 

and tobacco products segment was 

below the average of the sector, 

KSH added. For the period January-

September, industrial output grew 

by 6.3% year on year. In a month-on-

month comparison, industrial output 

was up a seasonally and working 

day-adjusted 3.1% in September, the 

highest monthly increase during the 

year.

ING Bank analyst Péter Virovácz 

said a pickup in automotive output 

had clearly lifted the industrial 

sector’s performance in September. 

He said the constant flow of bad 

news from the euro zone had not 

had a visible effect on Hungarian 

industrial output. Takarékbank 

analyst Gergely Suppan said it was 

expected that industrial output 

will have risen by 7.8% in the third 

quarter following a rise of 4.8% in Q2. 

Domestic industrial output growth 

has decoupled from weak European 

and German industrial performance 

largely thanks to the production of 

new car models, strong domestic 

demand and increases in export 

capacity in the sector. Industrial 

output is likely to grow by 6% this 

year, he added.

bUDGeT DeFICIT 57.6% FY 
TArGeT IN oCT

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget 

deficit, excluding local councils, 

amounted to 575.4 billion forints 

(1.7bn) at the end of October, reaching 

57.6% of the 998.4 billion full-year 

target, the finance ministry said in a 

preliminary release. In October alone, 

the budget was 271.8 billion forints in 

the red. The central budget ran a 534.3 

billion forint deficit at the end October, 

while separate state funds were 80.8 

billion in the black and the social 

insurance funds were 121.9 billion in 

the red.

SoCCer ASSoC HeAD 
CALLS oN HUNGArIAN 
FANS NoT To CHANT 
rACIST AbUSe

Sándor Csányi, the head of the 

Hungarian Football Association, has 

called on Hungarian fans not to chant 

racist abuse during the national team’s 

upcoming matches. In an interview 

to public media, Csányi noted that 

Hungary had joined a UEFA convention 

pledging zero tolerance of racism. 

Punishment for such actions are 

exact and have already resulted in the 

closure of a stadium after the Sept. 9 

Hungarian-Slovak match, Csányi noted. 

Hungary is scheduled to play against 

Uruguay in Budapest on Nov. 15 and a 

European championship play-off with 

Wales in Cardiff on the 19th.


