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Hungary’s foreign policy thinking starts from the premise that migrants heading for Europe cannot be halted without 

Turkey’s involvement, Orbán told a joint press conference in Várkert Bazár. Orbán said Hungary appreciated Turkey’s actions 

to stop 350,000 illegal migrants from travelling to the European Union this year, he said. “Had [Turkey] not done so, all these 

people would be amassed along Hungary’s southern border,” Orbán said, adding that Hungary was capable of protecting 

its borders and it was certain that no illegal migrants could cross Hungary’s borders. 

The PM pledged to take part in reconstruction programmes in Turkey’s neighbourhood and in the safe zone commensurate 

with Hungary’s “weight”.

He said Hungary fell within a geographical area defined by Istanbul, Moscow and Berlin. Orbán noted that President Vladimir 

Putin and German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas visited Budapest recently. “This is just the foreign policy we want to pursue 

... and we’re working closely with the countries that are determiners for Hungary.”

Turkey is Hungary’s strategic partner when it comes to security and the issue of 
migration, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said after talks with Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan in Budapest.

ORBÁN: TURKEY ‘STRATEGIC PARTNER’

Szijjártó at World Economic Forum 
roundtable on Western Balkans  
in Geneva

Áder decorates former Bavarian PM 
Edmund Stoiber

Stats office releases 1st estimate  
on industry in Sept, prelim report  
on consumer prices in Oct
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Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
sign pacts in Budapest
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TURKSTREAM TO BE ON 
STREAM IN LATE 2021

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said 

during hits joint press conference 

with Recep Tayyip Erdoğan in 

Budapest that the TurkStream gas 

pipeline from Turkey to central 

Europe is being built and Hungary 

should be receiving gas from the 

pipeline by the end of 2021.

Also, referring to Hungary-

Turkey cooperation, Orbán noted 

that in 2013 a deal was reached in 

Ankara with Erdoğan to establish 

a Supreme Strategic Council and 

meet each year. He said military 

cooperation between Hungary 

and Turkey, both NATO members, 

was progressing well. Hungary and 

Turkey, he said, have jointly funded 

programmes in Africa, including 

a medical mission to Kenya. Soon 

water and health aid to Ghana 

will get under way, he added. 

Bilateral trade is worth between 

3.1-3.2 billion euros a year, Orbán 

said, adding that the aim was to 

increase this amount to 6 billion.

The PM noted that Hungary had 

made its largest capital investment 

outside the country recently when 

oil and gas company MOL acquired 

a stake in an Azeri gas field 

coupled with a pipeline to Turkey. 

The deal, he added, needs to be 

approved by Turkey’s competition 

authority.

Meanwhile, Orbán noted that 

150 Turkish students study in 

Hungary thanks to a Hungarian 

state scholarship.

On the topic of Turkey’s 

incursion into northern Syria, 

Orbán said Hungary would always 

show Turkey respect. “If someone 

in Hungary fails to show such 

respect, my job as prime minister is 

to apologise to Turkey ... We don’t 

accept any country or its leader 

being mocked by anyone.”

Orbán said Hungary wants to 

avoid having to halt hundreds 

of thousands of people at its 

southern borders. “We must back 

Turkish efforts to establish security 

zones in its neighborhood and 

repatriate migrants.”

Meanwhile, commenting 

on Hungary’s nominee for EU 

commissioner Olivér Várhelyi’s 

prospect of taking over the 

enlargement and neighbourhood 

portfolio, Orbán said: “Hungary’s 

commitment to enlargement  .. . 

shows we’re not going for an easy 

win”, adding that there wasn’t a 

more dif ficult portfolio in the EU. 

Hungary, he added, would be able 

to put forward good arguments for 

enlargement.

ERDOĞAN CALLS FOR 
‘GOOD’ HUNGARY-TURKEY 
COOPERATION TO BE 
MAINTAINED

Hungary-Turkey relations are 

“excellent”, Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdoğan said in Budapest. 

This level of good cooperation 

should be maintained in the 

future, too, he said. Erdoğan told 

a press conference after talks 

with Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

that almost four million refugees 

currently resided in Turkey and 

many would set out for Europe. 

“Due to cooperation, we have held 

this crowd back with patience,” he 

said, adding that a security zone 

was needed so the migrants can be 

sent back home. Erdoğan said he 

had agreed with the United Nation’s 

secretary-general that a donor 

conference would be organised to 

implement Turkey’s plans. Hungary 

supports Turkey in the fight against 

terrorism and the countries are allies 

and strategic partners in NATO, he 

said. The only way to fight against 

international terrorists is if NATO 

allies “refuse to talk to the terrorists”, 

he added. Turkey has taken resolute 

action against Islamic State fighters, 

and its dedication to these efforts 

will be maintained, he said.

Erdoğan insisted that Turkey had 

not received the sum the European 

Union had promised for taking 

care of refugees. In response to 

a question, he said Turkey would 

continue looking after them but 

the country would not be able to 

handle everything. If no solution is 

found then the “gates will have to 

be opened and it is obvious in which 

direction people will set off.” 

Meanwhile, Erdoğan said 

Hungary-Turkey trade turnover was 

“realistically” targeted at 6 billion 

dollars. He expressed appreciation 
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for Hungary’s support for Turkey’s 

EU accession. The EU, he said, had 

recently handled Turkey “in a rather 

dismissive manner”. He said this 

also harmed the bloc since the EU 

could greatly benefit from Turkey’s 

membership. Turkey maintains 

good relations with the Visegrad 

group and plans to strengthen 

it, he added. The fourth meeting 

of a Hungary-Turkey high-level 

strategic council was held in 

Budapest, covering many issues 

which could have a great impact 

on the future, he said. Among 

these issues, he cited politics, 

security policy, migration, trade 

and cultural relations, education and 

road haulage. A group of 15 Turkish 

businesspeople are in Budapest to 

hold talks, he noted, adding that 

the government in Ankara is giving 

all its support for building business 

ties, he said. The same is expected 

from the Hungarian government, 

he added.

He expressed thanks to the 

Hungarian government for its 

support for the operation of a 

school by the Maarif Foundation 

in Budapest from September 

2020. Erdoğan praised “exemplary 

cooperation” in nurturing the two 

countries’ common historical and 

cultural past. He noted that the 

tomb of 16th century Dervish and 

poet Gul Baba in Budapest opened 

last year after being refurbished. 

Erdoğan noted that Hungary has 

observer status in the Turkic Council 

and an office of the organisation 

recently opened in Budapest. 

This, he said, also helped the 

development of ties with Central 

Asia.

In response to a question about 

his upcoming meeting with US 

President Donald Trump, he said 

bilateral relations, the regional 

situation and trade issues would be 

discussed, and the most important 

topic would be the fight against 

terrorism.

Before the press conference, 

Orbán and Erdoğan presided 

over the signing of several MoU 

agreements: archives cooperation 

and postal cooperation, education 

and culture, road transport, 

space exploration and diplomatic 

cooperation.

GULYÁS: TURKEY ALLY TO 
HUNGARY IN NATO, TO EU 
IN STOPPING MIGRATION

Turkey is Hungary’s ally in NATO 

and Europe’s most important ally in 

stopping migration, Gergely Gulyás, 

the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, told a regular press conference 

on Thursday, on the day of Turkish 

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s 

visit to Budapest. Hungary works to 

establish good relations with all its 

allies and all world powers, Gulyás said. 

The three million migrants currently 

staying in Turkey would pose an 

irresolvable challenge to Europe 

should Turkey decide to stop catering 

for them, he said. Last year, “almost all 

important EU leaders” met Erdoğan, 

Gulyás noted. The EU has also pledged 

to provide substantial financial support 

for Turkey’s migration-related activities, 

he said.

Meanwhile, responding to a 

question on the EU budget, Gulyás said 

most member states did not regard the 

proposal submitted by the outgoing 

European Commission to be open to 

debate and an agreement was unlikely 

to be reached, even under the Croatian 

EU presidency, given the current chasm 

of opinion between them. A deal 

may be reached during Germany’s 

presidency since Germany had the 

muscle to persuade the various sides 

to reach an agreement, he suggested. 

Gulyás said Hungary was a standard-

bearer for European enlargement, 

adding the government had been 

assured that Olivér Várhelyi, Hungary’s 

commissioner nominee, would receive 

the enlargement and neighborhood 

portfolio, and, to his knowledge, this 

was still the state of affairs.

Meanwhile, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office said any debate 

concerning Hungary and the euro 

was “academic”. Hungary, he noted, 

had undertaken to adopt the single 

currency at some point but not by a 

specific deadline.

DK SAVAGES ‘WAR 
CRIMINAL’ ERDOĞAN 
DURING VISIT TO 
BUDAPEST

The leftist Democratic Coalition (DK), 

referring to Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdoğan’s visit to Hungary, has 
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called it “shameful” that “a war criminal 

is allowed to come to Budapest and go 

about freely”.

With Turkey’s incursion into Syria earlier 

this month and “the blood of innocent, 

children, women and the elderly on 

his hands”, Erdoğan has “irrevocably 

removed himself from the ranks of 

European politicians”, DK spokesman 

Balazs Barkóczi said at a news conference 

broadcast on Facebook. DK will not allow 

Orbán to “cooperate with semi-Asian 

dictators in leading Hungary out of the 

European Union,” he said. 

Barkóczi held the press conference 

on Andrássy Avenue, along the route 

Erdoğan was to take from the airport 

to the prime minister’s office in Buda 

Castle. Behind him, activists held up 

pictures of whom they called “victims 

of Erdoğan’s politics”.

LMP CALLS ON GOVT TO 
‘STOP SUPPORTING WAR 
CRIMES’

The green opposition LMP has called 

on the government “to stop supporting 

war crimes”, in reference to Turkish 

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s visit 

to Budapest. By maintaining “close 

and manifestly friendly” relations with 

Erdoğan, Hungary has given its tacit 

approval to the war crimes that Turkey 

has committed, deputy group leader 

Antal Csárdi told a press conference. 

This makes Hungary “an accomplice 

to ethnic cleansing and genocide”, he 

added.

Csárdi called it “outrageous” that 

the central government’s office in 

the capital had authorised “Erdoğan’s 

regime” to set up a school in Budapest. 

The foundation slated to run the school 

has gained notoriety for a teacher in 

one of its other schools praising the 

Islamic State, he said, adding that the 

Hungarian government “still refuses to 

recognise the national security risk it 

poses”, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: BUDAPEST 
TO HOST UN REGIONAL 
PROGRAMME SUPPORT 
OFFICE

The regional programme support 

office of the United Nations Office 

of Counter-Terrorism will be based in 

Budapest, Hungary’s foreign minister 

announced at an international 

conference. Péter Szijjártó made 

the announcement at the opening 

of a two-day conference entitled 

“Prevention of radicalization to 

terrorism through holistic policy 

responses and risk mitigation”. 

Szijjártó told reporters on the 

conference’s sidelines that the new 

office will be tasked with coordinating 

the fight against terrorism in the 

region. Hungary already hosts the 

regional headquarters of several 

specialised UN organisations, he 

said. The minister said Hungary was 

“an active and successful” participant 

in the international community’s 

fight against terrorism. The UN has 

recognised this by co-organising the 

regional conference in Budapest in 

advance of a global anti-terrorism 

conference in New York next year.

Hungary not only talks about the 

importance of fighting terrorism but 

acts accordingly, Szijjártó said in his 

opening address. The country has 

200 troops serving as part of the global 

coalition fighting against the Islamic 

State in Iraq. Hungarian units also 

serve in missions in Mali, the Western 

Balkans, Afghanistan, and will soon be 

deployed to Lebanon to help restore 

and maintain security, he said.

Szijjártó said the international 

community should concern itself with 

“inspiring” new waves of migration 

but should instead create safe living 

conditions for those who have been 

forced to leave their homes. He said 

mass waves of illegal immigration 

had plainly created an opportunity for 

terrorist organisations to “send in and 

out” their fighters around the world, 

and stopping such migration waves 

was an important tool in fighting 

terrorism.  Over the past years, the 

international community has made 

substantial progress in fighting 

terrorism, Szijjártó said, adding that 

it would be a mistake to declare the 

fight over, however. Terrorist attacks 

are becoming “harsher and even more 

ruthless”, he said, adding that the fight 

against radicalisation “must continue”. 

Last year, more than 15,000 innocent 

civilians lost their lives in more than 

9,500 terrorist attacks around the 

world. Terrorist attacks are becoming 

more common in Europe, committed 

by “terrorists mainly with a migrant 

background”, Szijjártó said.

So far, Hungary has spent 40 million 

US dollars on aid to persecuted 
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Christians in the Middle East, he 

noted. Hungary has also participated 

in rebuilding hospitals and schools so 

that the dispossessed can return to 

their homes, he added.

Vladimir Voronkov, Under-Secretary 

for the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism, 

told the conference that terrorism in 

all its forms remained a pressing and 

evolving global challenge. “[Terrorism] 

seeks to rip apart the social fabric that 

binds our shared humanity.” Terrorism 

risks destabilising entire regions by 

spreading across borders, Voronkov 

said, calling for joint preventative 

action. The rule of law and human 

rights must be strengthened, he 

said, highlighting the importance of 

prevention.

Szijjártó and Voronkov signed the 

agreement on establishing the UN 

regional programme support office 

in Budapest at the conference.

GULYÁS: GOVT SCRAPS 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
EXAM REQUIREMENT FOR 
TERTIARY EDUCATION 
ADMISSION

Hungary’s government is withdrawing 

an earlier decision to require a mid-

level foreign language exam for 

admission to an institution of higher 

education, Gergely Gulyás, the head 

of the Prime Minister’s Office, said. 

Introducing the requirement would 

have created serious difficulties 

in some areas of study, such as 

agriculture, Gulyás told a regular press 

briefing. He added that the National 

Union of Students in Hungary (HÖOK), 

the network of Roma colleges and 

the language teachers association 

had asked for the requirement to be 

scrapped.

On another topic, Gulyás said the 

government had raised funding for 

health insurance by over 34 billion 

forints (EUR 102.5m), mainly to make 

certain health-care treatments, such 

as products for treating breast or lung 

cancer, more accessible. 

FIDESZ MEP REJECTS 
EP CRITICISM ON STATE 
OF HUNGARY’S MEDIA 
FREEDOM

Ruling Fidesz MEP Balázs Hidvéghi 

has rejected criticism concerning the 

state of media freedom in Hungary at 

a European parliamentary committee 

hearing. The hearing held by the 

Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 

and Home Affairs (LIBE) on Wednesday 

focussed on the freedom of the media 

and free speech.

Péter Erdélyi of news website 444.

hu told the meeting that space for the 

independent press had significantly 

narrowed in recent years. Journalists 

have been under threat in some cases 

and attempts to intimidate media 

workers have been made by the 

authorities, he said.

Hidvéghi told the meeting that 

the free press was a key element 

of democracy and insisted that 

public discourse was even freer and 

more vigorous in Hungary than in 

many other European countries. 

He described the reports about the 

situation in Hungary “one-sided and 

manipulative; even by LIBE standards”. 

“Everyone has the right to be a political 

activist but then they should not call 

themselves objective journalists,” 

Hidvéghi said.

HUNGARIAN POLICE 
SLAM EUROSTAT FOR 
INACCURATE HOMICIDE 
COUNT

Hungarian police disputed the 

accuracy of data on local homicides 

published a day earlier by Eurostat. 

In a recent summary of data, the 

EU’s statistical office put the police-

recorded intentional homicide 

rate in Hungary at 1.6 per 100,000 

inhabitants in 2017. Hungary’s 

National Police Headquarters (ORFK) 

said there were 90 intentional 

homicides in Hungary in 2017. 

Calculating with a population of 9.79 

million, the homicide rate was 0.92, 

it said. The figure “calls into question 

the credibility of data related to 

the Hungarian police published by 

Eurostat”, ORFK said, adding that it 

was not the first instance that data 

on Eurostat’s website “did not reflect 

reality”. The Hungarian police did 

not supply the data on homicides 

to Eurostat, ORFK said.

There were 78 police-recorded 

intentional homicides in Hungary 

last year, resulting in a homicide rate 

of 0.79%, ORFK said. Police identified 

the perpetrators in every single one of 

those cases, it added.
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EC RAISES HUNGARY 2019 
GDP GROWTH FORECAST 
TO 4.6%

The European Commission raised 

its projection for Hungary’s GDP 

growth this year to 4.6% from 4.4% in 

a quarterly forecast.

The government’s official projection 

for GDP growth this year is 4%, but 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

earlier that higher-than-expected 

first-half growth of 5.1% could lift full-

year growth to 4.3-4.4%. The EC left 

its forecast for next year’s GDP growth 

unchanged at 2.8%. It put GDP growth 

in 2021 at 2.8%.

The EC acknowledged in the autumn 

European Economic Forecast that 

Hungary had managed to withstand 

the global slowdown thanks to a 

domestic construction boom and a 

revival of the automotive industry, but 

it said support from these factors is “set 

to fade toward the end of 2019”. The 

EC sees investment growth plunging 

from 17% in 2019 to 2.1% in 2020 and 

2.6% in 2021. Public investment is set 

to fall after Hungary’s absorption of 

European Union funds peaked in 2019, 

but private investment its seen rising 

further as real estate projects already in 

the pipeline are completed and several 

big manufacturing sector investments 

are completed, it said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GOVT TO 
ENSURE JOBS FOR 
REDUNDANT ELECTROLUX 
EMPLOYEES

The government has drafted an 

action plan to make sure that all 800 

employees Swedish appliances giant 

Electrolux plans to lay off will all find 

jobs, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said in Jászberény. 

Electrolux plans to lay off 800 

employees from its plants gradually, 

starting from next year.

Opening an economic development 

conference, Szijjártó said the 

action plan had been prepared 

in cooperation with the eastern 

Hungarian city’s mayor, Tamás Szabó, 

and its MP, János Pócs. 

The government will support 

Hungarian companies expanding their 

capacities and take on the work force, 

Szijjártó said.

One is a 6.5 billion forint (EUR 

19.6m) investment by Rosenberg 

Hungary expanding its car parts 

manufacturing capacity. It will create 

150 jobs, he said. The other project is 

a 1.4 billion forint investment to be 

carried out by the Szatmári company. 

It will build a warehouse creating 30 

jobs. The government will support the 

investment with 680 million forints, 

Szijjártó said.

NAGY: HUNGARIAN MODEL 
FARMS SET UP IN AFRICA

Hungarian model farms are being 

established in Africa to test them in 

different climatic conditions and provide 

opportunities to present Hungarian breeds 

and technologies, the minister of agriculture 

said in Szeged, in southern Hungary.

István Nagy told a press conference 

held at Grain Research Nonprofit that the 

effects of climate change in many African 

countries and their rapidly growing 

populations meant it was hard for farming 

technologies to keep pace. He said the 

potential of Hungarian agricultural and 

environmental innovations, as well as its 

related scientific research, was recognised 

and sought after in Africa. 

EMPLOYERS PRESS TO 
BRING FORWARD TIMING 
OF PAYROLL TAX CUTS 

Bringing forward the timing of gradual 

payroll tax cuts to coincide with the 

calendar year is among issues under 

discussion at talks between employers, 

unions and representatives of the 

government, daily Magyar Nemzet said. 

Employers have long pressed for the 

payroll tax reductions -- outlined in an 

agreement reached in 2016 -- to take 

effect from the start of the calendar year 

rather than mid-year, the paper said.


