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Gergely Gulyás told a press conference that the “channels” used with Fidesz-backed former mayor István Tarlós will remain 

open, referring to the Budapest Public Development Council.

He said Gergely Karácsony, the new mayor, had named the developments he is ready to support, such as completion 

of the Bozsik stadium for the Honvéd football team and a multi-purpose handball stadium. Concerning the building of 

an athletics stadium and Budapest hosting the 2023 IAAF World Championships, the mayor will form a position after a 

municipal council session in late November, Gulyás added.

Regarding health-care developments, the government “acknowledges” the mayor’s “wish to be active in this field” although 

the sector falls under the authority of individual districts, Gulyás said. The government does not want to undertake 

developments that lack the support of the mayors of Budapest and its districts, he said.

The minister said he hoped the “constructive, professional approach concentrating on Budapest’s development” would 

set the tone for the relationship with the new leadership.

The government sees the new Budapest leadership as “partners”, the head of the Prime 
Minister’s Office said after a cabinet meeting.

GULYÁS: GovT SeeS NeW bUDAPeST LeADerSHIP AS 
“PArTNerS”

Turkish president visits budapest, 
holds presser with orbán

Szijjártó, UN Under-Secretary address 
conference on fighting terrorism 

Presser on Hungarian agricultural 
opportunities in Africa
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Travelling exhibition “Between Life and Death” at Holocaust Memorial 
Center in Budapest
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KArÁCSoNY SeeKING 
CoNCeNSUS oN 
‘ProFeSSIoNAL mATTerS’

Gergely Karácsony, the new mayor of 

Budapest who attended the meeting at 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s invitation, 

told a press conference he held with 

Prime Minister’s Office chief Gergely 

Gulyás that it would be “much easier” 

to reach a consensus with the central 

government on “professional matters” 

than on “major political issues”. He said 

a common cause was to make sure 

Budapest thrived in the years to come.

Karácsony said a meeting of the 

Budapest Public Development Council -- 

composed of leaders and representatives 

of the central government and the 

municipal council -- has been proposed 

for the next few weeks to assess 

Budapest’s major projects. The new 

mayor said he wanted the relationship 

between the capital and the central 

government to be “institutional” and 

“full of content”. Karácsony said health 

care, green spaces and public transport 

were his top priorities.

“That’s what I’m seeking allies for,” 

he said. “Though there’ll be disputes 

... I see a realistic chance of winning 

over the government to implement 

the programme,” he said.

GYŐr mAYor 
borKAI ANNoUNCeS 
reSIGNATIoN

Zsolt Borkai, the recently re-elected 

mayor of Győr, in north-west Hungary, 

who was linked to a sex scandal, will 

resign after the first meeting of the 

city’s assembly on Friday.

In an open letter to the citizens 

of Győr, Borkai, who recently left 

the ruling Fidesz party, said he had 

intended to carry on leading the 

city “despite the relentless stream of 

accusations”. He changed his mind to 

avoid the “events around him” from 

hindering the development of the 

city, he said. Video footage published 

shortly before the Oct. 13 local 

elections showed Borkai cavorting on 

a yacht. Although he was re-elected by 

a narrow margin, he quit Fidesz a few 

days after the election.

Parties of the opposition welcomed 

Borkai’s resignation but called for 

investigations into “corruption-

suspect” cases under his tenure.

Conservative Jobbik’s parliamentary 

group said in a statement that the 

resignation, announced earlier in the 

day, had come late as he should have 

resigned immediately after the scandal 

broke out. According to Jobbik, Győr’s 

new mayor and municipal assembly 

must work with the authorities and 

“investigate all transactions suspicious 

of graft and linked to Borkai and his 

attorney friend”.

The Socialist Party called for a probe 

into the allegations against Borkai “to 

reveal if he has in fact stolen billions 

from his city”. “If he is guilty he must 

not get away by simply resigning his 

post,” the Socialists added.

Párbeszéd said in a Facebook entry 

that Borkai should have resigned 

immediately “rather than wait over one 

month” until his “hypocritical, corrupt” 

Fidesz party realised that “some things 

will in fact have consequences”.

The Momentum Movement 

proposed a preselection of 

opposition candidates for an interim 

mayoral election. They argued that 

the procedure increases election 

participation and strengthens 

democracy.

Democratic Coalition spokesman 

Balázs Barkóczi had earlier called on 

the State Audit Office and the police 

to launch a probe into “suspicious” 

dealings in Győr. The Audit Office 

turned down the appeal “with an 

empty excuse”, he said afterwards.

SZIJJÁrTÓ PrAISeS 
HUNGArY, JAPAN TIeS

Hungarian-Japanese diplomatic ties 

are thriving more than at any time 

over their past 150 years, the foreign 

minister said in Tokyo after meeting his 

Japanese counterpart. Relations with 

the world’s third largest economy in 

the areas of trade, politics, culture and 

education are better than ever, Péter 

Szijjártó told MTI by phone after talks 

with Toshimitsu Motegi.

Japanese companies have brought 

to Hungary advanced technologies, 

contributing to the country’s 

economic growth, he said. The 170 

Japanese companies operating in 

Hungary employ 33,000 people, 

Szijjártó noted, highlighting their 

role in the automotive industry. Their 

developments and investments have 

boosted Hungary’s long-term growth 
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rate at least 2 percentage points above 

the European Union average.

Szijjártó noted that over 600 

Japanese students study at Hungarian 

universities, about 400 of them in 

medicine. Hungary will open a cultural 

institute in Tokyo at the end of the year, 

he added.

Szijjártó announced that Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán will visit Tokyo 

on Dec. 5 and 6 to discuss further 

opportunities to boost political, 

economic and trade cooperation.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: ImPorTANT 
JAPANeSe CAr-PArTS 
mAKer To INveST IN Ne 
HUNGArY

A leading Japanese manufacturer of 

car parts will make an investment in 

northeast Hungary, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in Tokyo after 

signing an agreement on the project. 

The 13 billion forint (EUR 39.2m) 

investment project will create 300 new 

jobs, Szijjártó said by phone, adding 

that further details would be disclosed 

in the upcoming weeks.

Japan is the largest Asian investor in 

Hungary and the country’s third biggest 

trade partner in Asia. It is the largest 

market for Hungarian food products 

globally, especially for pork and poultry, 

he said. However, Japan introduced 

major import restrictions in the wake of 

bird flu and swine fever, global problems 

that had an adverse effect on Hungary’s 

agriculture, he added.

Szijjártó said he had met Japan’s 

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries Taku Etoh. It was agreed at 

the meeting that a solution would 

be found in the near future to enable 

Hungarian pork to return to the 

Japanese market. Szijjártó said he had 

also met Minister of Education, Culture, 

Sports, Science and Technology Koichi 

Hagiuda.

PreSIDeNT meeTS 
ToP INTerNATIoNAL 
PHYSICISTS

President János Áder met leading 

physicists Toshiki Tajima from Japan, 

Benoît Deveaud and Gérard Mourou 

from France, as well as Hungarian 

Gábor Szabó in his office.

The scientists working at leading 

international universities briefed the 

president about research into the 

handling of high-radiation and long 

half-life elements of spent fuel rods 

in nuclear reactors, Innovation and 

Technology Minister László Palkovics 

said after the meeting. The meeting 

was organised on the occasion of a 

project that is important for Hungary’s 

energy policy and responsibility, he 

added.

Some 90% of Hungary’s energy 

mix will be produced carbon-free by 

2030 and nuclear energy will play an 

important part in this process, as will 

nuclear fission, he said. The remaining 

20% is planned to be produced from 

renewable sources, he added.

Mourou has been awarded a Nobel 

prize for developing a technology 

which can be used to produce free 

neutrons with laser and to break up 

large toxic atoms which enables 

shortening the period that spent fuel 

rods must be kept in storage, he said.

DeNSo eXeC reCeIveS 
HUNGArIAN STATe 
HoNoUr

Katsuhiko Takeuchi, Denso 

corporation’s executive officer in 

charge of the Japanese company’s 

Hungarian unit, received the Republic 

of Hungary’s Order of Merit, Knight’s 

Cross. Péter Szijjártó, the minister 

of foreign affairs and trade, thanked 

Takeuchi and Denso for their trust in 

Hungary, which, he said, had been 

given the opportunity to prove it can 

manufacture world-class products.

The global economy and politics have 

changed fast recently, Szijjártó said at 

the ceremony, adding that the East had 

played “a crucial role” in shaping those 

changes. A few years ago, 70% of global 

investments were undertaken by western 

companies. Today, eastern companies 

outperform western ones, which have 

seen their share in investments fall to 

40%, he said. In Hungary, investments by 

eastern companies have grown by 22% in 

recent years, he said. Denso has brought 

cutting-edge technology to Hungary, 

which was instrumental in the Hungarian 

car industry assuming a leading position 

in Europe, he said. Takeuchi said the 

decoration was a “great honour”, adding 

the country has developed much since 

Denso set up its plant near Székesfehérvár, 

central Hungary, in 1997. He thanked the 

Hungarian government for its “active 

support” for the plant’s expansion.
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roSATom CHIeF vISITS 
PAKS For ProGreSS 
UPGrADe

Rosatom Director General Alexey 

Likhachev paid a visit to the Paks 

nuclear power plant on Tuesday 

to review progress on an upgrade 

there. Russia’s Rosatom is the general 

contractor for the construction of 

two blocks at the plant, Hungary’s 

only source of commercial nuclear 

energy. Likhachev said the project 

had reached an important stage 

with the handover of technical 

documentation. Work is under way to 

produce the documentation that must 

be submitted as part of the application 

for the implementation licence, he said, 

adding that a milestone in that process 

was achieved with the presentation 

to project company Paks II of the 

technical plans for the two new blocks.

János Süli, Hungary’s minister 

without portfolio in charge of the 

Paks upgrade, said Paks II experts are 

reviewing the material submitted by 

Rosatom. When they are finished, 

the documents will be passed on to 

the National Atomic Energy Office 

(OAH) and to international experts 

the office has asked to weigh in, he 

added. Likhachev said the team of 

planning experts will be augmented 

with the aim of submitting the full 

documentation necessary for the 

implementation licence to Paks II by 

spring 2020. The application for the 

licence can then be submitted in the 

summer, he added.

mI HAZÁNK oPPoSeS 
WeLComING erDoGAN, 
STAGING ‘eXTreme-LeFT’ 
ProTeST

The radical nationalist Mi Hazánk 

party has called on the public not 

to participate in welcoming Turkish 

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan during 

his upcoming visit to Budapest and 

also opposes the planned “extreme-

left” pro-Kurd protests, the party’s 

leader said.

Referring to the current conflict 

along the Turkish-Syrian border, 

László Toroczkai told reporters that 

“this is not our war and not an issue 

for Hungarians. Mi Hazánk, as always, 

represents the Hungarians’ path.”

Erdoğan embodies Ottoman conquest 

rather than Turkic brotherhood, he said. 

This is why any real Hungarian should 

not welcome the Turkish president who 

promotes policies based on Muslim faith 

and Turkish nationalism, Toroczkai said. 

At the same time, a protest in support of 

Kurds has been organised by “extreme-

left, communist, anarchist and subversive 

organisations” with whom no Hungarians 

should associate with, he added.

Erdoğan is scheduled to pay an 

official visit to Budapest on Thursday.

ImF, ebrD ForeCASTS For 
HUNGArY’S GDP GroWTH

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

has predicted Hungary’s GDP could 

grow by 2.9% in 2021, the organisation 

said in its November 2019 Regional 

Economic Outlook report for Europe. 

The IMF said inflation could reach 3.3% 

in 2021. The IMF reiterated its earlier 

forecasts of a 4.6% Hungarian GDP 

growth for 2019 and a 3.3% growth in 

2020 as well as an inflation prediction 

of 3.4% for both years.

The European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development 

(EBRD) raised its forecast for 

Hungary’s GDP growth this year to 

4.6% in a biannual report published 

on Wednesday. The forecast was 

raised from 3.7% in a release in May. 

The EBRD sees Hungary’s economic 

growth slowing to 3.1% in 2020, albeit 

a 0.2-percentage-point improvement 

over the forecast in the May economic 

outlook.

The government’s official forecast 

for 2019 GDP growth is 4.0% based 

on the spring update of Hungary’s 

Convergence Programme, but Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga said after Q2 data 

released at the end of August showing 

higher than expected growth, that the 

full-year figure could reach 4.3-4.4%.

reTAIL SALeS GroW bY 
6.3% IN SePT

Retail sales in Hungary grew by an 

annual 6.3% in September, accelerating 

from a 5.3% rate of increase in August, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) said.

Calendar-adjusted data show retail 

sales were up 5.8% year on year in 

September. Adjusted food sales were 

up 3%, non-food sales grew by 8.6%, 

while vehicle fuel sales were up 6.1%. 

In the non-food segment, adjusted 
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retail sales of non-specialised stores 

rose by 12%.

In absolute terms, retail sales 

were worth 1,025 billion forints in 

September. In January-September, 

retail sales rose by 5.8%, according to 

both unadjusted and calendar year-

adjusted data. Adjusted food sales rose 

by 3.2%, non-food sales by 8.7% and 

fuel sales by 6.9%.

NUmber oF NeW Home 
bUILDING PermITS UP 
2.7% IN Q1-Q3

The number of home building permits 

issued in Hungary rose by 2.7% to 

27,388 in the first three quarters of 2019, 

data released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) show.

The number of home building 

permits issued in Budapest rose by 

22.0% to 10,031. The number of those 

issued in county seats and cities with 

over 50,000 residents fell 5.3% to 5,771. 

In other cities, they were down 12.3% 

at 6,835, while smaller localities saw a 

surge of 4.4%, to 4,751.

The number of completed homes 

increased by 0.8% to 10,302 in the 

first nine months. In Budapest, that 

number jumped 17.1% to 2,523. In 

county seats it rose 5.2% to 2,871 and 

in other cities it was down 17.8% at 

2,609. Smaller communities saw a rise 

of 6.4% to 2,299.

bUDAPeST SPrING 
FeSTIvAL To be HeLD 
APrIL 3-19

The Budapest Spring Festival (BTF) will 

host classical concerts, opera, ballet, 

dance and theatre performances 

between April 3 and 19, 2020, 

organisers said. Csaba Káel, director 

of the Budapest Palace of Arts and 

head of the BTF operative body, said 

Giselle, a production by Győr Ballet 

and violinist Félix Lajkó, will open the 

festival. Other performances include 

the Hungarian premiere of György 

Kurtág’s opera, Fin de partie, and aria 

recitals by singers such as Lawrence 

Brownlee and Kristīne Opolais. The 

Collegium Vocale Gent will perform 

Bach’s Matthew Passion under the 

baton of Phillippe Herreweghe, he said.

The festival will also feature a 

24-hour Liszt marathon, with 40 

pianists performing, organisers said. 

Meanwhile, the 250th anniversary 

of Beethoven’s birth will be 

commemorated with concerts of 

South Korean pianist Ji, the Péter 

Sárik Trió and cimbalom player Miklós 

Lukács with the National Philharmonic 

Orchestra, she said. A performance 

based on Astor Piazzolla’s María de 

Buenos Aires will take place in the 

market place on Rákóczi Square, in 

downtown Budapest, she added.


