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Hungary has built cooperation with Russia to protect Christian communities, Péter Szijjártó told public Kossuth Rádió, 

referring to the issue as “a very serious, tense, international and political” one. Both countries have mobilised great resources 

to ensure that protection, he added. Referring to a recent visit by Russian President Vladimir Putin to Budapest, the minister 

said that the two countries had agreed to jointly rebuild a monastery in Syria, adding that they would jointly finance a large 

bakery to provide bread for a whole city. 

On another subject, Szijjártó said that Hungary’s gas reserves were full, and the country was in the “comfortable position” 

of starting negotiations about gas supplies for the next heating season.

Szijjártó also noted that the two countries have signed the necessary agreements that will allow Hungarian drugmaker 

Richter to realise a 15 million dollar investment in Russia after one of its most important products has been registered as a 

state-subsidised drug in the country.

Protecting Christian culture is a top priority for both Hungary and Russia, the foreign 
minister said at the weekend.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY, RUSSIA COMMITTED  
TO PROTECTING CHRISTIAN CULTURE

Day of National Mourning (marking 
the crushing of 1956 revolution)

Foreign Minister Szijjártó holds talks 
with German counterpart Heiko Maas

Plenary session of parliament

Denmark’s Nilfisk opens new base  
in Nagykanizsa
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Candle-lit cemetery in northern Hungary’s Mátraterenye on All Saints’ Day
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PALKOVICS: HUNGARY 
GROWTH PROLONGED BY 
MODERN TECHNOLOGIES

It is thanks to the use of modern 

technologies and high value-added 

investments that the Hungarian 

economy has continued to grow 

in spite of a global slowdown, the 

minister for innovation and technology 

said. Not only are the investments 

brought to Hungary high in value, but 

so is the value added of the production 

that comes with them, László Palkovics 

told an event organised jointly by 

the German-Hungarian Chamber 

of Industry and Commerce (DUIHK), 

Netzwerk Digital, a platform of 

German, Austrian and Swiss business 

chambers operating in Hungary, 

and United Europe, in Budapest. The 

minister added that more and more 

research and innovation centres 

were being set up across the country. 

Palkovics welcomed that with Brexit 

approaching, startups were finding 

Hungary to be an increasingly 

attractive investment destination.

HORVÁTH ATTENDS HMAA 
CONFERENCE IN FLORIDA

Ildikó Horváth, state secretary in charge 

of health care, attended the Hungarian 

Medical Association of America’s annual 

conference in Florida. Horváth told 

MTI by phone that Hungarian doctors 

living in the US “monitor and help 

Hungary’s health care”. In a lecture at 

the conference, the state secretary spoke 

about the Hungarian government’s 

comprehensive prevention programmes 

aimed at addressing all generations, 

with special regard to vaccination 

programmes for children, promotion 

of a healthy diet and exercise for adults 

and the importance of screening 

programmes for the elderly.

TOP COURT REJECTS 
JOBBIK’S MOTION OVER 
AUDIT OFFICE FINE

Hungary’s Constitutional Court 

rejected a motion filed by opposition 

nationalist Jobbik challenging the 

constitutionality of the law on the 

State Audit Office (ÁSZ) and two court 

decisions rejecting appeals over fines 

levied on Jobbik for breaking party 

financing rules. In December of 

2017, ÁSZ issued a report indicating 

that Jobbik would have to pay a 660 

million forint (EUR 2m) fine for alleged 

party financing violations. Earlier in 

the year, the party had run an anti-

government poster campaign. The 

audit office conducted a financial 

investigation of the campaign, 

determining that Jobbik had received 

a sweetheart deal worth some 330 

million forints in violation of the rules 

in force. It ordered the party to pay a 

penalty of double that amount.

Jobbik challenged the fine in court, 

but its appeals were rejected, with the 

courts saying the matter did not fall 

under their jurisdiction. The party then 

turned to the Constitutional Court 

citing a violation of its constitutional 

right to due process and legal remedy.

In its Thursday decision the 

Constitutional Court said that though 

ÁSZ did not have statutory authority 

or the authority to impose sanctions 

and though its 2017 report was not 

an authoritative one, it could still be 

challenged in court indirectly. The 

court argued that it was the Hungarian 

State Treasury that had the authority to 

decide on reducing state funding for 

a party penalised by ASZ and those 

decisions could be subject to legal 

remedy. The top court added, however, 

that in the case in question, Jobbik had 

launched its public administration 

lawsuit against ÁSZ and not the State 

Treasury. Therefore the court rejected 

both the party’s request for the 

annulment of a provision in the law on 

the audit office and its appeal seeking 

the annulment and challenging the 

constitutionality of the court decisions 

concerning the ÁSZ fine.

LMP CALLS FOR HIGHER 
WAGES IN SOCIAL 
SERVICES, HEALTH CARE 

The opposition LMP party has called 

for higher, uniform wages in the social 

services and health care sectors, in 

the wake of “failed” negotiations 

with the human resources ministry. 

LMP deputy Péter Ungár told a press 

conference over the weekend that 

talks with the ministry had “led to no 

result” and added that the resolving 

the issue of meagre wages especially 

in social services required “nothing 

but political resolution”. Ungár said 

that a teacher for children with 
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special needs currently makes a net 

monthly 130,000 forints (EUR 366), and 

warned that meagre wages prevent 

young people from finding jobs in 

the sector, while most employees are 

nearing retirement age. He demanded 

that the government should come to 

consensus with trade unions and raise 

minimum wages in the sector to a net 

200,000 forints.

PARLIAMENT TO VOTE 
ON CHIEF PROSECUTOR, 
HANDÓ’S CONSTITUTIONAL 
COURT MEMBERSHIP

The national assembly has votes on its 

Monday agenda concerning proposals 

to extend Chief Prosecutor Péter Polt’s 

mandate for another nine years as well 

as to appoint Tünde Handó a member 

of the Constitutional Court. The first 

day of parliament’s next session will 

start at 1pm on Monday. Polt has been 

nominated by President János Áder to 

continue in his post for another term. 

Hando, the incumbent head of the 

National Judicial Office, could take 

the seat of constitutional judge István 

Stumpf, who is set to retire. Tuesday’s 

agenda will include discussion of 

proposals concerning health care, 

agriculture, and vocational training. On 

Wednesday, the assembly will discuss 

last year’s reports of the State Audit 

Office and national media authority 

NMHH, as well as the authority’s 

budget for next year.

PAKS BLOCK BACK ONLINE 
AFTER REPAIRS

The number four block of the Paks 

nuclear power plant went back online on 

Sunday after repairs. The block shut down 

automatically on Thursday after a device 

monitoring electrical measurements 

malfunctioned, Hungary’s National 

Atomic Energy Authority (OAH) said. 

The block is now operating at nominal 

capacity, the authority said, adding 

that the safety of the block was not 

compromised and the shutdown had 

no environmental impact. Each of the 

plant’s four blocks has a nominal capacity 

of 500MW. Paks accounts for about half of 

domestic electricity production.

OTP’S BULGARIAN UNITS 
CLOSE SALE OF EXPRESS 
LIFE BULGARIA

OTP Bank’s Bulgarian subsidiaries, DSK 

Bank and Expressbank have closed 

their sale of Bulgarian insurance 

company Express Life Bulgaria, 

OTP has told MTI. With the closing 

of the transaction, Express Life 

Bulgaria is now owned by Groupama 

Zhivotozastrahovane, a Bulgarian unit 

of the Groupama Group. OTP said on 

July 10 that it signed an agreement to 

sell 100% of the insurer.

ANTENNA HUNGARIA 
BUYS 25% OF TELENOR 
HUNGARY

The PPF Group sold 25% of the 

Hungarian Telenor companies, Telenor 

Hungary and Telenor Real Estate to 

Antenna Hungária, the partners told 

MTI in a statement. The partners 

established a new holding company 

operating as a joint venture, owned 

75% by the PPF Group and 25% by 

Antenna Hungária. The statement said 

PPF continues to manage the business 

operation of Telenor Hungary and the 

company’s management will continue 

to operate in an unchanged form. 

Antenna Hungária as strategic partner 

will delegate one person each into the 

board of directors and supervisory 

board of the new holding company 

as well as an observer each into the 

board of directors and supervisory 

board of Telenor Hungary and Telenor 

Real Estate. The PPF Group acquired in 

July 2018 Telenor’s telecommunication 

companies in Hungary, Bulgaria, 

Montenegro and Serbia.


