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In an opinion published on Thursday, Advocate General at the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) Eleanor 

Sharpston said that the CJEU “should rule that, by refusing to comply with the provisional and time-limited mechanism for 

the mandatory relocation of applicants for international protection, Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic have failed 

to fulfil their obligations under EU law.”

In response to Sharpston’s opinion, state secretary Pál Völner told MTI that the EC had brought action against Hungary 

because the country refused to fulfil “the one-time mandatory quota forced through by stealth” in 2015 which would have 

made the country receive 1,294 migrants. Hungary turned to the CJEU, disputing the legality of the quota ruling, Völner 

said. The CJEU rejected Hungary’s and Slovakia’s legal actions in September 2017, he added.

The Hungarian government “has certainly not moved in migrants ever since because the deadline for the implementation 

of the quota ruling expired and its execution cannot be forced through with retroactive effect,” he said.

The outgoing European Commission still insists on moving migrants to Hungary but 
the government maintains that Hungary does not want either a permanent or a one-
off mandatory quota, a justice ministry official has said.

GOVT: EC STILL WANTS MIGRANTS IN HUNGARY
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Monument of National Martyrs inaugurated in Budapest
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GULYÁS URGES MUNICIPAL 
POSITION ON BUDAPEST 
PROJECTS

The head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office has called on Budapest’s 

municipal assembly to decide 

before November 15 which state 

projects planned for the city it wants 

completed. In a video interview 

published on Mandiner.hu, Gergely 

Gulyás said the government wants 

“a clear position” concerning plans 

for a handball arena and stadium to 

be built for the world track and field 

championships. He added that if the 

city does not support those plans 

the government will use the funds 

for other schemes. Referring to the 

recent municipal elections, Gulyás 

said that ruling Fidesz continues 

to be Budapest’s strongest party, 

and the government parties would 

have a firm absolute majority in 

parliament if general elections were 

to be held now. Fidesz will “not give 

up on Budapest” and will “continue 

to consider it as the nation’s capital”, 

he added. Concerning Russian 

President Vladimir Putin’s Wednesday 

visit, Gulyás said that the upgrade of 

Hungary’s sole nuclear power plant at 

Paks, to be implemented by Russia’s 

Rosatom as general contractor, was 

crucial for climate protection and 

Hungary’s planned carbon neutrality. 

Building fair business ties with Russia 

is in Hungary’s interest because “the 

country, in fact, is entirely dependent 

on Russian gas”, Gulyás said.

On the subject of Ukraine, Gulyás 

reiterated the government’s position 

that Hungary would not support 

Ukraine’s NATO membership unless 

Ukraine scraps its education law 

impacting ethnic Hungarians. He 

voiced Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s 

readiness to meet the president of 

Ukraine, and added that preparations 

were under way for such negotiations.

In another development, Gulyás 

said that whether Hungary’s next 

European commissioner would be 

in charge of neighbourhood policy 

or transport, “either will be weightier 

than the portfolios of any Hungarian 

commissioner before”.

GOVT SCRAPS PLAN 
TO SET UP PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION COURTS

The government has decided not to 

set up a separate system of public 

administration courts but legislation 

currently under preparation will make 

public administration court procedures 

faster and more predictable, the justice 

minister said. A decision to postpone 

for an unspecified period the setting 

up of separate public administration 

courts was made in the spring, Judit 

Varga told MTI. Following considerable 

professional consultations, the 

government has now decided to 

scrap the plan altogether and keep 

the current unified system in place 

in order to protect the courts from 

unnecessary disputes, she added. New 

legislation currently being prepared 

will guarantee a clear framework 

for public administration court 

procedures, it will speed up cases and 

make rulings more predictable, Varga 

said. The draft will be submitted to 

parliament during the autumn session, 

she added. The government’s original 

plans were in line with all European 

and international norms and even 

the Venice Commission found them 

acceptable at a review this spring, so 

the international dispute concerning 

the plans did not influence the 

decision, she said.

KOVÁCS SLAMS 
OPPOSITION 
FOR COMMENTS 
ON ORBÁN-PUTIN TALKS 

The Hungarian prime minister’s 

international talks are always aimed 

at promoting national interests, 

Zoltán Kovács, state secretary for 

international communications, said 

in connection with talks between 

Viktor Orbán and Russian President 

Vladimir Putin, and slammed the 

opposition for their “absurd and 

hypocritical” interpretation of 

Wednesday’s meeting. Kovács added 

that Hungary’s “post-communist 

opposition” provides assistance to 

Western media to come up with “a 

hysterical approach based on double 

standards and obvious lies”. 

Kovács said that the talks between 

Orbán and Putin in recent years 

“cannot be compared regarding 

their number and character to talks 

Putin has had with the German 

chancellor, the president of France or 
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with Italian leaders”. He also insisted 

that Hungary’s ties with Russia were 

“exclusively rooted in the Hungarian 

interest” and the government’s 

endeavour “to make all world powers 

interested in Hungary’s success”. 

Referring to a cooperation agreement 

between Russian and Hungarian gas 

and oil suppliers signed as part of 

Wednesday’s talks, Kovács said that it 

would greatly contribute to Hungary’s 

energy security up to 2025.

LMP CALLS FOR 
PUBLICATION OF GOVT 
PROGRAMME TO FIGHT 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

Green opposition LMP called on Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán to publish a 

government programme that has 

been used to apply for European 

Union funding for the fight against 

climate change. Orbán told the 

opening meeting of parliament’s 

autumn session that Hungary’s 

economy could achieve carbon-

neutral status by 2050, deputy group 

leader Erzsébet Schmuck told a 

press conference. Orbán also said 

that the government had informed 

the European Union that the 

implementation of its programme to 

achieve this would require funding 

of 50,200 billion forints (EUR 152bn), 

she added. LMP is sceptical about 

Orbán’s promise, she said. So far, he 

has “promoted the interests of the 

German car industry and the Polish 

coal industry in Brussels” instead of 

the interests of Hungarians, she added. 

The government is planning to explore 

hydrocarbon resources and coal mines 

instead of supporting renewable 

energy, Schmuck said. Instead of 

turning to renewable energy, the 

government wants to build the 

“dangerous and risky” Paks 2 nuclear 

power station project which “will be 

the most expensive investment of 

the century,” she added. She said she 

had asked Orbán in writing to study an 

LMP proposal for climate emergency 

in Hungary. She added that she had 

asked him to specify which points of 

the proposal he would support.

HUNGARY PROPOSALS 
ACCEPTED FOR NATO 
STATEMENT ON UKRAINE

After a veto, Hungary’s proposals 

in connection with a recent 

declaration of NATO ambassadors 

on Ukraine were accepted “after 

the last minute”, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said. Hungary 

on Wednesday vetoed a joint 

declaration of NATO ambassadors 

on Ukraine, insisting that it failed 

to contain reference to Ukraine’s 

obligation to fully respect the rights 

of ethnic Hungarians living there. 

Announcing the veto, Szijjártó said 

that Hungary was not prepared to 

sacrifice the interests of 150,000 

ethnic Hungarians in western 

Ukraine to geopolitical interests.

“In the end, our proposals have 

been taken into consideration so 

that the joint declaration now firmly 

supports the Hungarian community 

that has been deprived of its rights,” 

Szijjártó said in a statement. The 

declaration calls on Ukraine to 

comply with international rules and 

standards, he said.

“This again makes it clear that 

Ukraine must hand back rights 

to ethnic minorities in all areas of 

life including education,” he said. 

The veto was worth the effort in 

the interest of Transcarpathian 

Hungarians, Szijjártó said, adding 

that the 150,000-strong community 

there can rely on the Hungarian 

government’s backing in the future 

as well.

ORBÁN APPOINTS FORMER 
BUDAPEST MAYOR 
COMMISSIONER

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

appointed István Tarlós, former 

mayor of Budapest, prime 

ministerial commissioner in 

charge of national transport and 

public services infrastructure 

development, Orbán’s press 

chief said. Tarlós is considered 

the most experienced and most 

successful municipal expert in 

Hungary, Bertalan Havasi said in a 

statement. The prime minister and 

the Hungarian government will rely 

on his expertise and suggestions 

in their future work, he said. Tarlós 

served as mayor of Budapest 

between 2010 and 2019. He was 

defeated in the October 13 local 

elections by Gergely Karácsony, the 

opposition’s joint candidate.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
REJECTS ALL CRITICISMS 
OVER RULE OF LAW

Hungary’s government rejects all 

general criticisms concerning the state 

of the rule of law in Hungary but is 

always ready to respond to its partners 

when they voice specific concerns, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in 

The Hague. At a press conference after 

talks with his Dutch counterpart Stef 

Blok, Szijjártó said Hungary’s foreign 

policy was based on mutual respect. 

Hungary treats everyone with respect 

and expects the same in return, the 

minister added.

He slammed the tone of certain 

Dutch politicians, including the prime 

minister, on Hungary as “unacceptable”, 

saying that disagreements they may 

have with the Hungarian government 

did not give them the right to criticise 

the state of democracy in the country. 

The Hungarian government is always 

ready to respond to any criticism 

concerning specific matters, Szijjártó 

said, adding, at the same time, that 

the “best response” was the outcome 

of last year’s general election where 

Hungary’s ruling parties had “received 

record support amid a record turnout”.

Earlier in the day, Szijjártó 

inaugurated the renovated building 

of the Hungarian embassy in The 

Hague. At the inauguration ceremony, 

he said Hungary had an interest in 

constructive and mutually beneficial 

cooperation with the Netherlands. 

He noted that the two countries were 

celebrating the centenary of their 

establishment of diplomatic relations 

this year. “We have great respect for 

the Netherlands and the Dutch and 

though we may have disagreements, 

though we see the world differently 

on certain issues, this cannot prevent 

cooperation on a number of important 

issues,” Szijjártó said. He noted the 

defence cooperation the two countries 

were pursuing within the framework 

of NATO, their shared positions on the 

issue of energy security and that the 

Netherlands offers consular services 

to Hungarian citizens in eight cities 

around the world. Hungary also offers 

consular services to Dutch nationals in 

three cities, he added.

Szijjártó said the Netherlands was 

Hungary’s seventh most important 

trading partner and that Dutch 

companies were the eighth largest 

investors in Hungary, employing 

some 15,000 people. Meanwhile, he 

welcomed the Dutch government’s 

openness to cooperation in supporting 

persecuted Christian communities in 

the Middle East.

During his visit, Szijjártó met OSCE 

High Commissioner on National 

Minorities Lamberto Zannier, Aldo 

Cavalli, the Apostolic Nuncio to the 

Netherlands, and Fernando Arias, 

director-general of the Organisation for 

the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

(OPCW). 

Following his talks with Arias, 

Szijjártó said Hungary was an active 

member of the OPCW and underlined 

the country’s commitments to efforts 

making the world completely free of 

such weapons. He said that massive 

illegal migration, an increasing threat 

of terrorism and fast technological 

development all contributed to a 

higher risk of hazardous chemical 

substances getting into the wrong 

hands. To eliminate risks it is necessary 

to destroy all chemical weapons in 

the world, Szijjártó said. He also said 

that the Hungarian government 

would contribute 35,000 euros to the 

construction of a laboratory aimed at 

identifying hazardous substances and 

help OPCW’s efforts.

MONUMENT OF NATIONAL 
MARTYRS INAUGURATED 
IN BUDAPEST

A reconstructed post-WWI monument 

dedicated to the martyrs of the 

communist Red Terror in 1919 was 

inaugurated by Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán and House Speaker László 

Kövér next to Parliament. “We are 

commemorating the victims of 

political terror today,” Kövér said, 

referring to the assassination of former 

prime minister István Tisza 101 years 

ago. The house speaker said that 

“the 1,000 or so people who took 

the entire country hostage after the 

1919 communist takeover were driven 

by angry anti-Christianism, ardent 

internationalism, an intense hate of the 

nation, conscious efforts to disintegrate 

families and false slogans”.

The Hungarian republic of councils, 

lasting for 133 days in 1919, claimed 

over 500 victims. The monument 

unveiled today replaced a memorial 
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of Imre Nagy, Hungary’s prime minister 

during the 1956 revolution, which was 

relocated to nearby Jászai Mari Square 

earlier this year.

ORBÁN MEETS FUDAN 
UNIVERSITY LEADERS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán held 

talks with leaders of Shanghai’s 

Fudan University in Budapest, 

Orbán’s press chief said. President 

Xu Ningsheng briefed the prime 

minister about the university’s 

operation and plans to set up a 

campus in Budapest, Bertalan Havasi 

told MTI. A cooperation agreement 

on the planned campus was signed 

with Hungary’s central bank in 2017. 

The facility will be set up in the Castle 

District. The university currently runs 

11 faculties with 35 departments 

and 17 affiliated hospitals at four 

campuses.

PARLIAMENTARY 
CONFERENCE MARKS 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT 
ANNIVERSARY

A conference was held in Parliament 

to mark the 75th anniversary of the 

Christian Democratic movement 

in Hungary. In his address to the 

conference, Parliamentary Speaker 

László Kövér said that European 

politics, the economy and culture 

saw “a fight between destroyers and 

champions of identity” and added that 

“Hungary’s fundamental law ensures 

a possibility for self-defence against 

civilisational attacks”.

“No other national constitution 

in Europe has deeper Christian 

foundations, a stronger national 

character or a more modern approach 

to family protection,” Kövér said.  

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén, 

leader of the co-ruling Christian 

Democrats, told the conference that 

his party was “the only Christian 

Democratic and Christian Social 

party in Hungary” adding that it was 

also the only party organised on a 

religious basis. Péter Harrach, group 

leader of the Christian Democrats, 

said it required “great courage” to be 

Christian in politics. “The word is an 

obligation one must meet,” he said, 

arguing that politicians of Christian 

morals suffered many attacks.

TECHNICAL MALFUNCTION 
CAUSES PAKS REACTOR 
TRIP

Hungary’s sole nuclear power plant 

at Paks reported a reactor trip on 

Thursday caused by a technical 

malfunction. The malfunction 

caused an automatic shutdown 

of the plant’s number four block 

at 8:16 in the morning, operator 

MVM Paksi Atomerőmű said on its 

website. The trip has no effect on 

nuclear safety and does not impact 

the operation of the plant’s other 

three blocks which are operating at 

100% capacity, the operator added. 

Each of the plant’s four blocks has 

a nominal capacity of 500MW. Paks 

accounts for about half of domestic 

electricity production.

ORBÁN HONOURS DEPUTY 
PARLT SPEAKER

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

presented Deputy Speaker of 

Parliament Sándor Lezsák with the 

Order of Merit of Hungary, Grand 

Cross, civilian division, in his office. 

On the prime minister’s initiative, 

President János Áder awarded 

the honour to Lezsák on the 

occasion of the 30th anniversary 

of Hungary’s change in regime in 

recognition of his merits in creating 

a free Hungary, establishing 

the framework of Hungarian 

democracy and of his decades-long 

work in public life.


