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Hungary also benefits if relations between western and eastern Europe, NATO, and Russia are good, the prime minister 

said. Orbán noted that Hungary and Russia have been organising high-level summits for reviewing the state of bilateral 

relations for a number of years now.

On the topic of economic cooperation, the prime minister said 2018 had been the first year trade turnover between the 

two countries had increased since the sanctions against Russia were imposed, exceeding 6 billion dollars.

Russia considers Hungary an important partner in supplying gas to Europe, the Russian president said at the joint news 

conference. The mechanism allowing Hungary and Russia to cooperate at the highest level has been in place for several 

years now and has been successful, especially when it comes to trade and economic relations, Putin said. The two countries 

are now looking to diversify their relations, the president said. He added, at the same time, that the area of energy was still 

the two countries’ top priority.

Hungary’s interest lies in the improvement of cooperation between the West and 
Russia, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said at a joint press conference with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, in Budapest.

GOOD WEST-RUSSIA TIES ‘IN HUNGARY’S INTEREST’

State secy for ethnic Hungarian 
communities on official visit to Turkey

Stats office releases Sept industrial 
producer prices, 2nd reading of Aug 
foreign trade data

Innovation and technology minister 
addresses Eurasia Forum in Budapest

Foreign minister inaugurates 
renovated Hungarian embassy  
in The Hague
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Prime Minister Viktor Orbán receives Russian President Vladimir Putin for talks 
in Budapest
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ORBÁN HIGHLIGHTS 
HUNGARY-RUSSIA 
COOPERATION

Hungary wants to strike deals on 

Russian investments and aims to 

produce goods it can sell on the 

Russian market, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said after talks with Russian 

President Vladimir Putin in Budapest. 

He added that Hungary has already 

launched investment projects in 

Russia’s meat industry as well as animal 

health and pharmaceutical sectors.

As regards bilateral political 

cooperation, Orbán said Hungary 

aimed to ensure that every major 

global power should have an interest in 

its success, especially those that have 

a significant impact on it regionally. 

Hungarian-Russian cooperation fits 

into this approach, he said, arguing 

that though Hungary was and would 

continue to be a member of both 

NATO and the European Union, those 

memberships did not exclude the 

possibility of political cooperation with 

Russia on certain issues.

Orbán highlighted the protection 

of persecuted Christian communities 

and the issue of migration as key areas 

of bilateral cooperation. Concerning 

migration, Orbán said there were 

96,000 migrants making their way 

to northern Europe via the Balkan 

migration route, which he said was a 

cause for concern for Hungary, forcing 

it to protect its borders.

He added that Hungary and Russia 

were also cooperating in their efforts to 

advance the stabilisation of the Middle 

East. If the region becomes unstable 

it will trigger an exodus of migrants 

towards Europe, Orbán said, adding 

that Hungary was interested in political 

stability in the Middle East and Syria.

He said this form of bilateral 

cooperation also extended to the 

Kurdistan region of northern Iraq, 

noting that Hungary has supported 

Erbil with troops, financial aid and by 

training local soldiers.

Asked about Hungary’s decision 

to veto a joint declaration of NATO 

ambassadors on Ukraine, Orbán 

said the dispute in question was 

about the discrimination against 

and mistreatment of Transcarpathian 

Hungarians by the Ukrainian 

government. Hungary has proposed 

that if such a document is adopted, it 

should at least contain a declaration 

from Ukraine saying that it is ready to 

accept the motions put forward by 

the Venice Commission concerning 

minority rights. But if this was not 

included in the document, Orbán said, 

Hungary could not sign it as it would be 

akin to giving up the European rights 

Transcarpathian Hungarians were 

entitled to. Orbán expressed hope 

that the situation of Transcarpathian 

Hungarians would improve under 

Ukraine’s new government, which 

he said was ready to hold talks with 

Hungary on the matter.

The prime minister also said that 

whenever Hungary voices its position 

on Ukraine, it does not do so because 

of its relationship with Russia, but 

rather out of its own national interests.

Asked about the possibility of 

Hungary joining the TurkStream gas 

pipeline, Orbán said Hungary wanted 

to enjoy sovereignty not just in terms of 

its energy supply but also with regard 

to the transit countries. Therefore, he 

said, if Hungary could only receive 

gas from Russia via Ukraine, “it is bad 

from the point of view of Hungary’s 

sovereignty.” So the TurkStream 

pipeline “is a preference, the sooner 

we can join, the better”, he added.

Asked about the protection of 

Middle Eastern Christian communities, 

Orbán said Hungarians had a duty to 

aid Christian communities in need 

outside their country. Together with 

Russia, Hungary rebuilds churches and 

constructs factories that can help feed 

local communities, he said. In addition, 

Hungary builds schools and hospitals and 

rebuilds villages where displaced people 

can return to, the prime minister said.

Before the press conference, 

Hungarian and Russian officials 

signed eight agreements. These 

included a complex scheme on 

Hungarian-Russian interregional 

cooperation, an agreement on social 

security as well as memorandums of 

understanding on cooperation in the 

fields of oncology, sports, physical 

education and rail transport. 

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT 
COMMENTS ON TIES  
WITH HUNGARY

Last year saw a jump in Russia-Hungary 

trade, Russian President Vladimir Putin 

said after talks with Hungarian Prime 
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Minister Viktor Orbán in Budapest, and 

added that the two countries were 

working to further increase its turnover. 

Parties at the talks signed an 

important package of agreements, 

which will further deepen ties 

between Hungary and Russia, Putin 

said. One of those accords will facilitate 

increasing the volume of Russian 

energy exports, he added. 

The Russian president said he 

attributed great significance to 

Hungary’s Paks upgrade project and 

added that the talks touched on 

other joint projects such as Hungary’s 

inland navigation and renovation of 

Budapest’s metro lines. 

Other subjects on the agenda 

included the Ukraine crisis, Syria, 

energy supply routes, as well as ways to 

consolidate Russia-EU relations, Putin 

said. Parties at the talks also discussed 

the situation of Christian communities 

in the Middle East and North Africa, he 

said, and offered Russia’s contribution 

to assisting Christians in those regions. 

He added that persecution based on 

religious beliefs was unacceptable. 

Putin thanked Orbán for the latter’s 

proposing a meeting with Middle 

East religious leaders in Budapest, 

during his visit. He said that Russia 

was in close cooperation with 

countries in the region with a view 

to helping persecuted Christians, as 

well as providing humanitarian aid to 

Muslims in Syria. 

Answering a question about Ukraine, 

Putin said it was questionable if the 

Ukrainian leadership could manage 

the situation in eastern Ukraine, adding 

that Russia was ready to participate in 

talks aimed at resolving the problems. 

In his response to another question, 

Putin said that completion of the 

TurkStream gas pipeline was in 

Hungary’s interest, as that facility would 

contribute to ensuring Hungary’s 

energy security. The pipeline’s Black Sea 

section is expected to be completed 

before the end of this year, he added.

GYURCSÁNY: ORBÁN 
‘MAKING WAY’ FOR PUTIN 
TO WEAKEN EUROPE 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán is “making 

way” for Russian President Vladimir 

Putin to weaken Europe, the head of 

the opposition Democratic Coalition 

said in a statement. Ferenc Gyurcsány 

insisted that neither Orbán nor Putin 

were interested in a strong European 

Union. “That is why Orbán has more 

bilateral meetings with the Russian 

president than with any of his European 

counterparts,” Gyurcsány said. He said 

Russia was a “hardly predictable power 

with a thousand issues”. “To cover up 

those problems they will kill journalists, 

if needed, imprison opposition figures, 

or occupy neighbouring territories,” he 

said. Gyurcsány warned that Hungary 

could become not a partner but a 

subordinate vassal to Russia.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: COOPERATION 
BETWEEN EAST, WEST  
IN HUNGARY’S INTEREST

Cooperation between East and West, 

with Hungary as a bridgehead, is in 

the country’s interest, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said at the Eurasia Forum in 

Budapest. “We live in a rapidly changing 

world,” Szijjarto said. “Old systems are 

collapsing, new ones are forming.” He 

said the US and China were the world’s 

most competitive nations while the 

European Union lagged behind them. 

Szijjarto referred to America’s “patriotic 

government” and its America First 

political and economic doctrine. China, 

he added, was still expanding fast, 

with “remarkable” annual growth of 

around 6%. He said the EU had been 

late to respond to these challenges. 

Instead of intensifying competition, 

the EU has embarked on policies that 

restrict internal competition, and this 

acts as deadweight on its external 

competitiveness, he said. Central 

European countries have made structural 

reforms, including tax reform, that has 

strengthened their competitiveness, 

he said, adding that the EU wanted 

to harmonise tax regimes. “We are 

sending a message to western European 

states that we’ll block all measures to 

harmonise taxes ...” he said.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó said capital 

investment flows had changed 

direction as large eastern European 

companies bought up western 

European ones. He said that once 

German companies had occupied 

the top echelons of investments 

in Hungary but now South Korean 

companies were in first place.

The minister said that Hungary 

has borne criticism for allowing a 

Russian company to construct the 

expansion of its Paks nuclear power 
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plant, yet large companies from the 

US, France, Germany and Hungary 

are all involved in the joint project. 

Eurasian cooperation is plainly in 

the EU’s interest, he said, adding that 

this strengthened technological 

and scientific development while 

boosting the bloc’s competitiveness. 

Cooperation among Eurasian states is 

the best way to strengthen Europe and 

make it more competitive, he said. 

György Matolcsy, the head of the 

National Bank of Hungary (NBH), 

said Eurasia was on the cusp of a 

new era as the Eurasian continent 

played a growing role on the 

world stage. Cooperation on the 

continent, he added, was becoming 

increasingly important. “After the 

Atlantic era, we face a new era … in 

which infrastructure, education and 

economic knowledge are all vitally 

important,” he said. “Hungary is 

leading the way in building relations 

between East and West, and was the 

first European country to join the Belt 

and Road Initiative,” Matolcsy added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY’S 
VETO OF NATO UKRAINE 
DECLARATION DUE  
TO MINORITY RIGHTS

Hungary vetoed a joint declaration 

of NATO ambassadors on Ukraine, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó noted 

at the Eurasia Forum in Budapest, as 

it did not compel Ukraine to hand 

back rights it stripped from the ethnic 

Hungarian minority. The minister 

said that Hungary was not prepared 

to sacrifice the interests of 150,000 

ethnic Hungarians in western Ukraine 

to geopolitical interests. Hungary 

submitted several amendment 

proposals to the declaration stating 

that Ukraine must fulfil its duties 

towards minorities according to 

international law, and several of the 

proposals were based on the tenets of 

the Council of Europe and the United 

Nations. Since these proposals were 

rejected, “we had no other choice 

than to veto the declaration”, Szijjártó 

added. Szijjártó said the interests of the 

150,000-strong Hungarian minority in 

western Ukraine “are not so important 

on the other side of the ocean”. “But 

we live here in central and eastern 

Europe, and the interest of a Hungarian 

is enough reason for us to stand by 

him.” Stripping the rights of a minority 

belonging to one of the NATO member 

states should at least merit mention in 

such a document, Szijjártó said, adding 

that the document should include a 

clause on reinstating those rights.

SZIJJÁRTÓ MEETS RUSSIAN 
INDUSTRY MINISTER  
IN BUDAPEST

Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, held talks with 

Denis Manturov, Russia’s minister of 

industry and trade, who is in Budapest 

as a member of the visiting Russian 

president’s delegation, the foreign 

ministry said. “Thanks to active work 

in economic diplomacy over the past 

years, we are now able to successfully 

enforce Hungary’s interests in 

Hungarian-Russian economic 

relations,” the ministry quoted Szijjártó 

as saying after the talks.

Hungary-Russia industrial 

cooperation has made a significant 

contribution to the maintenance of 

Hungary’s economic growth trajectory, 

the ministry said in a statement. 

Hungarian companies are constantly 

growing their market share in Russia’s 

agricultural, food, pharmaceutical and 

medical equipment sectors, it added. 

Szijjártó said cooperation will enter 

a new phase with the conclusion of 

an interstate agreement on Russian 

space missions and space research 

in which Hungary has been an 

important technological contributor. 

The agreement will allow Hungary to 

assume a greater role in the peaceful 

use of outer space in the coming years, 

according to the statement.

SOCIALISTS: HUNGARY 
‘SUBORDINATE TO RUSSIA’

Whereas Hungary has an interest 

in maintaining balanced ties with 

all major powers, it is subordinate 

to Russia, an opposition Socialist 

politician said on Wednesday, ahead 

of President Vladimir Putin’s visit to 

Budapest. László Szakács, the party’s 

deputy leader, told a news conference 

that no official information had been 

made available about the reason 

for Putin’s visit, but it appeared that 

the Russian president “is coming as 

an owner” to see his investments in 

Hungary, such as the upgrade of the 

Paks nuclear power plant and the 
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International Investment Bank, and 

to receive a report from Hungary’s 

government on how these projects 

were progressing. Szakács noted that 

Putin travelled to Hungary regularly, 

and the government had thus 

received censure from its own allies 

in the European Union and NATO. 

Hungary should instead pursue its 

relations based on values shared with 

its allies, he added.

JOBBIK POSTPONES 
NATIONAL CONGRESS

The opposition Jobbik party has 

decided to postpone its national 

congress electing new officials to 

spring 2020. The nationalist party 

said in a statement that its national 

board had rejected the prolongation 

of the current leadership’s mandate 

for another two and a half years, a 

proposal that would have kept Tamás 

Sneider, the party’s leader, and his 

team in place in the run-up to the 2022 

general election. When Péter Jakab, 

the party’s group leader, withdrew his 

candidacy to lead the party, however, 

the national board asked the current 

leadership to stay on until next May. 

The party’s national conference was 

originally scheduled for this November.

HUNGARY GROSS WAGES 
CLIMB 11.5% IN AUGUST

The average gross wage for full-time 

workers in Hungary grew by an annual 

11.5% to 358,876 forints in August, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Net wages grew at the same pace, 

reaching 238,653 forints. Calculating 

with twelve-month inflation of 3.1% 

in August, real wages were up 8.1%.

Commenting on the KSH data, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga noted 

that in the first half of the year the 

economy grew by an annual 5%, 

leading to persistent growth in 

wages, especially in the service sector, 

industry, construction, commerce and 

agriculture. The current investment 

boom has also led to increased 

demand for labour, he said, adding 

that the higher minimum wage both 

for skilled and unskilled workers had 

put upward pressure on wages in 

sectors such as agriculture in which 

wages are lower than average.


