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Péter Szijjártó told a press conference that whereas Europe highlighted its disputes with Russia, in fact western European 

states had quietly built close cooperation with Russia. The majority of Russia’s top ten trading partners are European Union 

or NATO members, he said. He noted that Dutch-Russian trade had increased by 23% since 2017, French-Russian trade by 

40%, and the trade between Germany and Russia by 56%. Meanwhile, small countries have borne the brunt of the fallout 

of sanctions against Russia. Hungary has lost 8 billion dollars in export revenues due to those sanctions, he said, adding 

that Hungary’s current cooperation with Russia, however, would help to keep bilateral trade on a growth path.

Szijjártó praised investments and cooperation between the two countries’ companies and noted a contract worth over 

one billion US dollars a Hungarian-Russian consortium has won to produce 1,300 railway carriages. The minister mentioned 

Hungarian pharma Richter, which is building a plant in Russia with a capacity to produce 2 billion pills each year.

Hungary-Russia economic ties are transparent and “in line with the interests of the 
Hungarian economy and domestic businesses”, according to Hungary’s foreign minister.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: rUSSIA tIeS IN HUNGArY’S INtereSt

russian President Vladimir Putin 
visits budapest

Szijjártó addresses eurasia Forum
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Hungary’s Gergő Vályi, European youth champion sport climber, training  
in Budapest
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SZIJJÁrtÓ: AGreeMeNt 
WItH rUSSIA ON MAY’S 
OIL cONtAMINAtION

Hungary and Russia have agreed 

to a settlement regarding the 

contamination of an oil pipeline in 

May, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said.  The contamination of the 

pipeline from Russia with chlorine in 

the spring was a one-off matter and 

the problem was resolved swiftly, chief 

executive of Hungarian oil and gas 

company MOL, Zsolt Hernádi, said at 

a news conference held together with 

Szijjártó and Lukoil’s chief executive. 

Szijjártó said the relevant document 

would be ready to sign on Wednesday.

Also raised at the talks was 

broadening ties between Lukoil and 

MOL to include high value-added 

petrochemical cooperation, he said. 

Talks are also under way on oil storage 

in Hungary, he added. Meanwhile, 

Szijjártó noted that natural gas storage 

was at a record high in Hungary, 

reaching 6.5 billion cubic meters 

for the first time this year – 100% of 

domestic capacity.

Referring to the expansion of 

the Paks nuclear power plant, the 

minister noted that preparations for 

the application for the construction 

permit were under way after approval 

of the technical plans. The document 

running to hundreds of thousands 

of pages will be submitted to the 

National Atomic Energy Agency by 

June 30, 2020. He said the operation of 

new blocks at Paks was a precondition 

for the country’s competitiveness and 

environmental protection.

Szijjártó said Hungary-Russia energy 

cooperation was smooth and fulfilled 

the country’s energy needs. Both 

sides are committed to long-term 

cooperation, he added. Supplies from 

the south are not yet on tap since the 

relevant countries have not made the 

necessary decisions, he added. Szijjártó 

said Russia’s energy cooperation with 

Hungary was not as significant as with 

western energy companies -- despite 

sanctions -- but it was tightening every 

year. Energy security is a national security 

issue, he said, so the government makes 

the related policies based on the 

Hungarian national interest.

HUNGArY reNeWS rUSSIA 
PArtNerSHIP ON SPAce 
reSeArcH

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

announced that Hungary will renew 

its partnership with Russia on the 

peaceful uses of space research, and 

accordingly it has made preparations 

for inter-state cooperation with Russia 

in space research projects. The ministry 

is supporting the Hungarian businesses 

and universities participating in two 

projects already under way with 570 

million forints (EUR 1.7m), he said.

PreSIDeNt re-NOMINAteS 
POLt

Hungary’s president has nominated 

incumbent chief public prosecutor 

Péter Polt for a third term, according to 

a letter posted on parliament’s website 

on Tuesday. János Áder informed 

Parliamentary Speaker László Kövér 

about the nomination in the letter.

Polt was elected chief public 

prosecutor for a second, nine-year 

term on Dec. 6, 2010. He served his first 

term between 2000 and 2006.

The head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, Gergely Gulyás, said the 

government welcomed Áder’s decision 

to re-nominate Polt. He said Áder was 

by now the third head of state to have 

found Polt best qualified for the post, 

adding that President Árpád Göncz 

had been the first.

He noted that Polt had been a 

university professor and his expertise 

in criminal law was unquestioned. 

Gulyás also said his reputation 

abroad was considerable. In recent 

years, Polt has presided over an office 

that has applied the law consistently 

and rigorously, he said, adding that 

the prosecution office’s efficiency 

indicators were among the best in 

Europe.

The opposition Socialists and 

Democratic Coalition (DK) parties 

called the decision a “disgrace”. The 

Socialists insisted that Polt would “carry 

on saving corrupt Fidesz officials from 

imprisonment”. The president “has 

sent a message to all corrupt Fidesz 

politicians and oligarchs that they can 

carry on stealing,” they said, adding 

that Polt’s activities in his past nine 

years in office had provided cover for 

corrupt ruling politicians.

DK said that Polt had always been 

loyal to the ruling party, and had 
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“swept cases against Fidesz under 

the carpet while fabricating cases 

against the opposition”. DK said that 

if the opposition were to win the 

next general election, then everyone 

“serving [PM Viktor] Orbán rather than 

the country” would have to quit their 

posts, “no matter how long Fidesz 

appointed them for”.

PArLt cttee bAcKS HANDÓ 
FOr cONStItUtIONAL 
cOUrt JUDGe

Parliament’s justice committee 

approved National Office for the 

Judiciary (OBH) head Tünde Handó’s 

nomination for constitutional 

court judge. Handó, nominated 

by the Fidesz-Christian Democrat 

group, was approved with 8 votes 

in favour and 2 votes against. At 

her hearing before the committee, 

Handó vowed to strengthen 

trust between the Constitutional 

Court and the lower courts. She 

said that strengthening trust 

and understanding between the 

top court and the lower courts 

was crucial for legal certainty 

and the rule of law. She noted 

that during her tenure as judge, 

she had successfully turned to 

the Constitutional Court on two 

occasions -- once in the case of a 

government decree and once over 

a legal uniformity resolution.

László Lóránt Keresztes, a committee 

member delegated by opposition LMP, 

complained about the short notice 

prior to the session to consider the 

appointment, adding not enough 

time had been given to put forward 

a candidate of their own.

Christian Democrat committee 

head Imre Vejkey said it had been 

“obvious” that a seat on the top court 

would become free and the opposition 

should have been prepared.

Conservative Jobbik’s Andrea 

Varga-Damm criticised Handó 

for the “war” she had fought with 

the National Judicial Council and 

for her opposition to an earlier 

Constitutional Court position in which 

the top court deemed her practice of 

shuffling cases between law courts 

unconstitutional.

Gergely Arató, representing leftist 

Democratic Coalition, said that the 

fact that Handó would join the top 

court before it had taken a position 

on the dispute between her office and 

the Judicial Council was “inelegant”. He 

also said it was unclear whether Handó 

was more committed to the rule of law 

or to ruling Fidesz.

HUNGArY’S VÁrHeLYI 
FOrMALLY bAcKeD FOr 
eU cOMMISSIONer-
DeSIGNAte

European Commission President-elect 

Ursula von der Leyen has formally 

backed Hungary’s Olivér Várhelyi as 

European commissioner-designate, 

an EC spokeswoman said in Brussels. 

Mina Andreeva said in response to 

questions from journalists that Von der 

Leyen has backed both Hungary’s and 

France’s nominees and has confirmed 

her support for them in a letter sent to 

members of the European Council.

Von der Leyen earlier asked Hungary, 

France and Romania to name new 

commissioner designates after the 

European Parliament’s relevant 

committees rejected the three 

countries’ original nominees. Last 

month, the EP’s legal affairs committee 

established a conflict of interest 

between the post of commissioner 

to which Hungarian MEP László 

Trócsányi had been designated and 

state orders awarded to his law firm. 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

then nominated Várhelyi, the head of 

Hungary’s permanent representative 

office in Brussels, as Trócsányi’s 

replacement.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: HUNGArY 
ASSUMeS reSPONSIbILItY 
FOr ALL cHrIStIAN 
cOMMUNItIeS

Hungary is proving through its actions 

that a European Christian state can 

assume responsibility for all of the 

world’s Christian communities, the 

foreign minister said in Budapest. The 

aiding of Middle Eastern Christian 

communities is set to be a key topic 

during Wednesday’s talks between 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

and Russian President Vladimir Putin, 

Péter Szijjártó said at the opening of a 

conference of Middle Eastern Christian 

church leaders organised ahead of 

the high-level Hungarian-Russian 

summit. The church leaders will also 

be meeting with Orbán and Putin, 
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he said, adding that their talks could 

open the door to new projects in the 

Middle East.

The minister said there was a 

“consensus” in international political 

discourse that “the persecution of 

Christians is the last acceptable form 

of discrimination”. Szijjártó slammed 

what he called the international 

community’s refusal to address the 

issue of Christian persecution as 

“extreme hypocrisy”. He said the 

international community had a duty 

to take action for the protection of 

Christian communities. Szijjártó said 

Christianity was the most persecuted 

religion in the world, with an average 

of 11 Christians killed every day for 

their faith. He noted that under 

the government’s Hungary Helps 

humanitarian aid programme, Hungary 

has so far spent 40 million dollars on 

rebuilding homes, churches and 

schools in the Middle East with a 

view to enabling Christians to remain 

in their homeland. Hungary has so far 

been able to help some 50,000 people 

through this scheme, he said, adding 

that even more people could be 

helped if the international community 

followed Hungary’s example.

He said most of the church leaders 

attending the conference had come 

from Syria and Iraq. Syria has been in 

a state of humanitarian crisis for more 

than eight years with more than 12 

million people forced to leave their 

homes. Szijjártó said the international 

community should speak honestly 

about the situation in the Middle East 

and admit that it, too, was responsible 

for the ongoing crises in the region. 

The “experiment of the ideology-

based export of democracy has failed”, 

Szijjártó said, adding that the events 

of the Arab Spring had in many cases 

helped empower Islamist forces and 

the region had become a “cradle for 

the spread of extremist ideologies”. 

This brought about an intensification 

of the persecution of Christians and 

the emergence of crisis situations, 

triggering an exodus of illegal migrants 

towards Europe, he said.

Szijjártó said Europe had a 

fundamental interest in stability and 

peace in the Middle East. “Europe’s 

security today begins with the security 

and stability of the Middle East and 

North Africa,” he said. Help should be 

taken to where the trouble is “rather 

than bringing the trouble over here”, 

he said, urging the international 

community to devote greater attention 

to managing the root causes of mass 

migration. Europe must provide all 

the political and economic assistance 

it can to the countries doing the most 

to preserve stability and prevent the 

spread of crises, he said. Szijjártó urged 

the international community to shift 

its focus from “promoting migration” 

to helping displaced people return 

to their homelands by creating safe 

conditions there.

OrbÁN: tOUrISM ‘A FOrM 
OF PAtrIOtISM’

Tourism for Hungarians “is a form of 

expressing patriotism”, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán told a tourism conference 

organised by the Hungarian Tourism 

Agency in Budapest. “We’re proud 

of our country, we’re surrounded by 

history, we live in it and our lives are a 

continuation of our fantastic Hungarian 

culture and cultivation,” Orbán told 

the Tourism Summit 2019 conference. 

“The more we love our country, the 

more interested the world will be in 

us,” he said. “This way, our love for our 

country will also be expressed in terms 

of guest nights, jobs, rising wages and 

rising profits.” On the topic of global 

tourism, the prime minister said the 

sector would continue to get stronger 

and this would benefit Hungary. The 

number of foreign guests visiting 

Hungary and the number of nights 

they spend in the country has doubled 

since 2010, he said.

He welcomed the declining costs of 

long-distance travel and the growing 

demand in Asia for travelling to Europe. 

Hungary is in an “excellent position” 

when it comes to competing for Asian 

tourists, Orbán said, praising the efforts 

of Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó and 

central bank governor György Matolcsy 

in crafting the government’s Eastern 

Opening policy. The prime minister 

also said Hungary’s more recent 

economic policy measures that he 

said had contributed to the country’s 

achievements, such as the single-rate 

personal income tax regime, family 

tax benefits and the SZÉP recreational 

voucher card, would remain intact.

Orbán said his government was 

aiming to turn Hungary into a centre 

for sports, gastro and conference 

tourism. “I see some uncertainty 
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now when it comes to Budapest, but 

whatever happens, we won’t turn back 

in terms of our national policy and we’ll 

carry on with our nation building,” he 

said. Orbán also noted that the number 

of cities with which Budapest has 

direct air links has risen from 86 to 147 

over a five-year period.

AGeNcY: HUNGArIAN 
tOUrISM IN A ‘GOLDeN AGe’

Hungary’s tourism sector is “enjoying a 

golden age”, the head of the Hungarian 

Tourism Agency said, arguing that the 

sector had never been as well funded 

as it is now. The number of tourists 

visiting Hungary last year was 1.5 

times the country’s population, Zoltán 

Guller told the Tourism Summit 2019 

conference. The rise in the income of 

hotels exceeded the global average 

and the number of foreign tourists 

visiting Hungary was double the 

European Union average, he said. 

Occupancy rates at four and five-star 

hotels average around 80%, he added.

On the topic of the agency’s future 

plans, Guller said it would carry on with 

its planned developments and engage 

in more modern marketing activities. 

The agency is set to begin designing 

and building new sightseeing boats 

for the river Danube and Lake Balaton. 

Next summer, it will organise “Europe’s 

most beautiful fireworks display” and in 

the autumn it will open the Hungarian 

pavilion at the World Expo in Dubai. 

Guller also said that by 2022 the 

number of guest nights in commercial 

lodgings would reach 50 million and 

the tourism sector would account for 

16% of the country’s GDP. From then 

on, the goal will be to improve the 

quality of life of the sector’s workers 

and local residents through tourism, 

he added.

VONA QUItS JObbIK

The opposition Jobbik party’s former 

leader, Gábor Vona, has quit the 

party. The nationalist party said in a 

statement that Vona will head a think-

tank, the Second Reform Foundation, 

dedicated to the preservation of 

Hungary’s traditions. The party’s leader 

since 2006, Vona withdrew from party 

politics after the 2018 general election. 

Jobbik originally cast itself as a radical 

nationalist party before rebranding 

itself as a moderate right-wing force.

LAcKNer eXPeLLeD FrOM 
SOcIALISt PArtY AFter 
GrAFt ALLeGAtIONS

The Socialists have kicked a local 

representative for Kispest, Csaba 

Lackner, out of the party after he 

was linked to corruption allegations. 

The party said that its ethics and 

disciplinary body had considered 

Lackner’s case and found grounds 

to exclude him from the party. 

Bertalan Tóth, the party’s leader, said 

on Facebook last Friday that he was 

initiating Lackner’s expulsion because, 

in spite of a request by the party’s 

board to “make his position clear 

regarding his municipal mandate”, he 

had failed to do so. Lackner had himself 

suspended his party membership after 

a recording was leaked in which he 

spoke about stealing public money.

ONe OF tWO HUNGArIANS 
MISSING IN MALLOrcA 
FOUND DeAD

The body of a Hungarian tourist, one 

of two people reported missing in 

Mallorca last week, has been found, 

a foreign ministry official said. State 

Secretary Tamás Menczer said that the 

body of a man was identified by local 

police in Mallorca based on personal 

documentation found in the dead 

tourist’s backpack.

A local newspaper said last weekend 

that two Hungarian siblings, an 

18-year-old man and a 30-year-old 

woman, had been reported missing 

from their hotel of the Cala d’Or resort 

on the south-east of the island. The 

report came two days after witnesses 

saw that in stormy weather two people 

were swept into the sea by a huge 

wave.

MINIStrY SIGNS MOU ON 
NeW W HUNGArY PILOt 
AcADeMY

Hungary’s Ministry of Innovation 

and Technology has signed a 

memorandum of understanding 

with the Norwegian-based Pilot 

Flight Academy on the establishment 

of a new pilot training centre in 

Hévíz, in western Hungary. Under the 

agreement, Norwegian companies will 

invest 15 million euros in setting up 
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the academy at the local airport. The 

centre will offer two-year flight training 

programmes to cadets of the Visegrad 

Group countries starting in 2020.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, 

state secretary László György said 

the academy would bring a high 

value-added training programme to 

Hungary that would prepare cadets for 

“a profession of the future”. He said the 

European Union was in need of some 

7,000 pilots, only half of which could be 

recruited through current pilot training 

programmes. Frode Granlund, head 

of the Pilot Flight Academy, said there 

were some 350 cadets studying at their 

Norwegian academy. He said one of 

the reasons why the programme was 

needed was that more and more pilots 

were retiring from airline flying.

HUNGArY JObLeSS rAte 3.5%

Hungary’s three-month rolling 

average jobless rate stood at 3.5% 

in September, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. The rate edged up 

from 3.4% in the previous month, but 

was down from 3.8% twelve months 

earlier. The rate covers unemployment 

among those between the ages of 15 

and 74. In absolute terms, there were 

162,500 unemployed, 5,600 more than 

in the previous month, but 15,700 

fewer than twelve months earlier. 

KSH noted that the unemployment 

rate in the 15-24 age group stood at 

11.4% and that these jobless account 

for almost one-fourth of the total. The 

unemployment rate in the 25-54 age 

group was 3.0% and the rate for the 

55-74 age group was 2.2%. Out-of-work 

Hungarians spent about 12.4 months 

on average looking for employment 

during the period, and 34.1% of the 

unemployed had been seeking work 

for one year or longer.

The number of employed stood at 

4,521,000 among 15- to 74-year-olds, 

34,200 more than in the same period a 

year earlier. The employment rate rose 

0.5 percentage point to 60.9% during 

the period. KSH defines “employed” 

in line with International Labour 

Organisation standards as anybody 

who worked one or more hour a week 

or was temporarily absent from their 

job during the survey week. The data 

also include those employed in public 

work schemes and those working 

abroad for less than one year.

ec OPeNS MALÉV GrOUND 
HANDLING StAte AID 
PrObe

The European Commission said it has 

opened an in-depth investigation to 

assess whether some 21 million euros 

granted by Hungarian state-owned 

entities to Malév Ground Handling 

constitute state aid and whether 

they comply with EU rules for aid to 

troubled companies. The EC noted 

that Malév Ground Handling had 

been granted a series of favourable 

financing measures by the Hungarian 

National Asset Management Company 

(MNV), state-owned Tiszavíz and the 

Hungarian Development Bank (MFB) 

since its former parent company Malév, 

Hungary’s national carrier, went bust in 

2012. Malév Ground Handling is now 

owned by MNV. The EC launched the 

probe after Malév Ground Holding 

competitor Budport lodged a 

complaint.


