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Hungary and Slovenia are both “well aware of what migration and illegal border crossings mean”, Hungary’s Viktor Orbán 

told a joint press conference with Marjan Šarec. “We both know what it means when masses attempt to cross our borders 

and transit our countries illegally,” the prime minister said. “We know what it’s like when they’re not coming to us but just 

want to pass through and we know what it’s like when the law, national interests and the humaneness of handling things 

the right way are in conflict with one another.”

Hungary and Slovenia are planning to deliver medical equipment to Africa together, “in line with the idea that we should 

not import trouble but take the help where it’s needed,” he said. Hungary is “very sympathetic” towards Slovenia’s efforts 

to defend its borders, Orbán said.

Šarec said the best solution would be to improve living conditions in the migrants’ countries origin so as to prevent them 

from leaving their homelands. He urged the EU to craft a joint policy in this matter.

The prime ministers of Hungary and Slovenia held talks in Budapest that focused on 
migration, V4 cooperation, EU enlargement and bilateral ties, including infrastructure 
projects.
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ORBÁN, ŠAREC DISCUSS 
WIDE RANGE OF ISSUES

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán discussed with his Slovenian 

counterpart Marjan Šarec a wide range 

of issues in Budapest.

There are 96,000 migrants currently 

navigating the Balkan migration route 

on their way to western Europe. Orbán 

told a joint press conference. It is 

however impossible to tell whether 

they would try to make their way to 

Hungary or to Slovenia via Croatia. 

Hungary, however, has a “heartland” 

together with the Visegrad Group, 

which has an agreement that if the 

migration pressure on Hungary were to 

suddenly increase, the Czech Republic, 

Poland and Slovakia would send patrol 

units to the Hungarian-Serbian border, 

he said. “We’re also ready to cooperate 

with Slovenia in the most specific 

and deepest way possible if it serves 

Slovenia’s interests,” he added.

Regarding the European Union’s 

enlargement, Orbán said that “now 

that the EU has botched the decision 

on starting accession talks with Albania 

and North Macedonia”, it should at 

least step up the talks with Serbia “to 

keep the prospect of [joining] the 

EU open for the Balkans.” He noted, 

however, that some member states 

believe that the entire enlargement 

process needed to be rethought.

On the topic of Hungarian-

Slovenian relations, Orbán praised 

the competitiveness of Slovenia’s 

economy, saying: “There’s plenty we 

can pick up and learn from them.” He 

said that although bilateral economic 

cooperation was improving each year, 

it was expanding at a slower pace than 

Hungary’s cooperation with the rest 

of its neighbours. Hungary’s Eximbank 

has opened a 165 million euro credit 

line to promote business ties between 

Hungarian and Slovenian companies, 

he said, adding that Hungary will be a 

guest of honour at Slovenia’s biggest 

economic fair next year. The Hungarian 

government has recently transferred 

900 million forints (EUR 2.7m) to the 

Rába region -- the area in Hungary 

with the largest indigenous Slovene 

population -- for the economic 

development schemes to be carried 

out there. In addition, the government 

has so far spent some 2 billion forints 

on development schemes to be 

carried out in Slovenia’s Mura region. 

Concerning the government’s 

economic development schemes, 

Orbán said he had proposed to Šarec 

the establishment of a cross-border 

regional development fund. He said 

the Hungarian government was 

now spending four and a half times 

as much on supporting the local 

Slovene minority community as it 

had been in 2010. The expansion of 

the M70 motorway to the Slovenian-

Hungarian border will be completed 

in mid-December, and the planning 

phase of the Hungarian section of the 

Zalaegerszeg-Rédics-Lendava railway 

line is also under way.

Asked about Croatia’s aspirations to 

join the EU’s passport-free Schengen 

zone, Orbán said Hungary supported 

the integration aspirations of all its 

neighbours, adding, however that 

Hungary had “special interests” 

concerning the Hungarian-Croatian 

border section. In this regard, Budapest 

wants a written agreement with 

Croatia that if Hungary were to face a 

significant inflow of migrants from that 

direction, then it could reinstate not 

just administrative, but also physical 

border control measures along its 

border with Croatia.

Šarec said bilateral ties were 

especially strong in the areas of 

the economy and tourism, adding 

that Hungary and Slovenia were 

cooperating on a number of EU-related 

matters. He said his talks with Orbán 

had focused mainly on the deepening 

of economic cooperation. Hungary 

and Slovenia are in constant dialogue 

and both want to intensify bilateral 

relations, Šarec said, underlining the 

importance of having a neighbour 

“who understands and respects us”.

He said Hungarian and Slovene 

minority groups also had important 

roles to play in bilateral cooperation, 

commending the Hungarian 

government for devoting special 

attention to the local Slovene 

communities.

In response to a question, Šarec 

minister urged dialogue with Turkey. 

He said Slovenia was preparing for a 

variety of scenarios as regards Turkey 

and the migrants it hosts, expressing 

hope that Turkey and the EU would 

find a rational solution. Šarec urged 

bolstering the border between North 

Macedonia and Turkey in case Europe 
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were to be flooded by a significant 

wave of migrants.

Concerning EU enlargement, he 

said the EU should strive to deepen 

its ties with Serbia, adding that a 

stable Western Balkan region was in 

everyone’s interest.

ÁDER: HUNGARY, 
CAMBODIA TO OPEN 
EMBASSIES IN EACH 
OTHER’S CAPITAL CITIES 
IN 2021

Hungary will open an embassy in 

Phnom Penh and Cambodia will 

open an embassy in Budapest in 2021, 

President János Áder said in Phnom 

Penh after arriving on a three-day 

visit. Áder held talks with his host the 

King of Cambodia Norodom Sihamoni 

and with Prime Minister Hun Sen. The 

president invited the king for a visit 

to Hungary who said he would travel 

to Budapest in 2021 at the latest. He 

noted that Sihamoni had visited 

Hungary several times while he had 

studied art in Czechoslovakia before. 

After the talks Áder told the press that 

Hungary and Cambodia would open 

embassies in each other’s capital cities 

in 2021, marking the 65th anniversary 

of establishing diplomatic relations.

This was first agreed at talks Prime 

Minister Hun Sen held with Hungarian 

counterpart Viktor Orbán during his 

visit to Budapest in the summer.

Áder said that at his talks with 

Hun Sen he offered Hungary’s help 

to the Cambodian government 

in tackling challenges posed by 

population explosion in Phnom Penh. 

Problem areas the capital city of 2 

million people has been struggling 

along include underdeveloped 

infrastructure, waste management 

and waste water treatment, he added. 

In connection with the latter, Áder 

noted Hun Sen’s participation in the 

Budapest 2019 Water Summit earlier 

this month where the Cambodian 

premier had learnt about waste 

water purification technologies his 

country could use. Áder added that 

at their talks today they discussed 

financial frameworks Hungary could 

offer Cambodia to help utilise those 

technologies. Hungary’s help could 

be provided in the form of a tied-aid 

loan which both sides approved as 

beneficial, he said.

PALKOVICS CALLS 
FOR STRENGTHENING 
HUNGARIAN, SLOVENIAN 
ECONOMIC TIES

Innovation and Technology 

Minister László Palkovics called 

for strengthening and expanding 

cooperation between Slovenian and 

Hungarian economy and innovation, 

at an event organised by the Slovenian 

tourism agency in Budapest. Joint 

developments in the areas of 

artificial intelligence, the Industry 4.0 

programme and 5G communication 

offer ample opportunities, he said, 

noting that cooperation in tourism 

is impossible without effective 

economic cooperation. Sustainable 

tourism is posing new challenges 

to both countries, Palkovics said. 

Meanwhile, both countries are in a 

fortunate geographic position to serve 

as bridges between the East and the 

West, he said.

Slovenian Prime Minister Marjan 

Šarec called the two countries’ 

relations “excellent” and said that 

new opportunities of cooperation 

will further enrich those ties. Tourism 

is a promising sector, he said, as 

Slovenia offers unique possibilities as 

a destination of “green” tourism.

SZEGED MAYOR QUITS 
SOCIALIST PARTY

László Botka, who was re-elected 

mayor of the south Hungarian city 

of Szeged earlier this month, has 

quit the Socialist Party, the index.hu 

news site said. Botka has confirmed 

the information to MTI but declined 

to disclose any details. He said he 

had sent his resignation letter to the 

Szeged organisation of the party on 

Monday morning. Botka joined the 

Socialist Party in 1991, at the age of 18. 

He became a member of parliament 

in 1994, and has been serving as 

Szeged mayor since 2002. In May 

2017 he was named as the Socialists’ 

prime minister-candidate for the 2018 

general election but five months 

later he announced to withdraw. On 

October 13, he was re-elected for a 

fourth term as a candidate of the Civil 

Cooperation for Szeged. Socialist 

leader Bertalan Tóth said in a social 

media post that he regretted Botka’s 

decision and praised his commitment 
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to democracy and leftist ideals. 

Botka has been leading Szeged in an 

exemplary way, he said.

PÁRBESZÉD CALLS ON 
MATOLCSY TO RESIGN

The opposition Párbeszéd party called 

on the governor of the National Bank 

of Hungary (NBH), György Matolcsy, 

to resign, saying he had “misled” the 

public for years over funds flowing 

to the central bank’s foundations. 

Matolcsy had said that the monies 

of the Pallas Athéné Foundations 

were not considered public funds, 

Párbeszéd lawmaker Sándor Burány 

noted. The government has “recently 

admitted that they lied and the monies 

were part of the general government,” 

he added. Burány said the European 

Union’s statistical institute, Eurostat, 

“considered Hungarian deficit and 

budget data unreliable for years” due 

to the foundations’ position, and called 

on Matolcsy and “those responsible” 

to resign.

FIDESZ NOMINATES 
HANDÓ FOR 
CONSTITUTIONAL COURT 
JUDGE

The parliamentary group of the ruling 

Fidesz-Christian Democrat alliance 

has nominated Tünde Handó, head 

of the National Office for the Judiciary 

(OBH), as István Stumpf’s replacement 

on the Constitutional Court. The 

groups said in a statement that they 

have informed the head of the ad hoc 

parliamentary committee responsible 

for nominating the members of the 

Constitutional Court. The 15-strong 

body is currently operating with 

14 members. Parliament elected 

Stumpf to the Constitutional Court 

in 2010 for a term of nine years which 

expired in July of this year. Handó was 

elected head of the OBH in late 2011. 

Under the law on the Constitutional 

Court in effect since 2011, the body’s 

members are elected for twelve years 

by parliament with a two-thirds 

majority. Members who were elected 

under the previous law for nine-year 

terms may be re-elected once.

The opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) called Handó’s 

nomination “outrageous”, saying 

the OBH chief bore “undying 

responsibility” for the European 

Union’s launch of the Article 7 

procedure against Hungary. DK has 

called on Fidesz to immediately 

withdraw Hando’s nomination, 

lawmaker Gergely Arató said in a 

statement.

The opposition Socialist Party 

said it did not support Hando’s 

nomination and considered it 

“a spit in the eye of the justice 

system”. “Handó deserves a trial 

and to be held accountable, rather 

than a promotion,” the party 

said in a statement. The Socialist 

Party said it did not support the 

election of a “partisan soldier” to the 

Constitutional Court “who has already 

been slavishly participating in the 

elimination of independent judicial 

authority”.

EU R&D&I PROGRAMME 
FUNDS HUNGARIAN 
RESEARCH 
WITH EUR 276 M

Hungarian companies, universities 

and research institutes have received 

some 90 billion forints (EUR 276m) 

in funding so far from the European 

Union’s research and innovation 

programme dubbed Horizon 2020, 

business weekly Világgazdaság said. 

The programme has funded 1,076 

Hungarian projects. Among others, 

Horizon 2020 awarded 58.6 million 

euros for tenders within the framework 

of the European Research Council, 26.9 

million for work in information and 

communication technology, and 22.5 

million for research in the sectors of 

food safety, sustainable agriculture and 

forestry. Of the funds, some 90 million 

euros went to companies, 76.7 million 

to research institutes, 73.1 million to 

institutes of secondary and tertiary 

education and 13.4 million to public 

institutions.

HUNGARIAN-ISRAELI JV 
TO DEVELOP SELF-
DRIVING BUS 
COMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEM

Hungarian and Israeli business partners 

have established a joint venture to 

develop a communication system 

for dispatchers and passengers on 

self-driving buses, diplomatic and 

government officials from the two 
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countries said at the Hungarian 

embassy in Tel Aviv. Szabolcs Szolnoki, 

the embassy’s science and technology 

attaché, told MTI that the diplomatic 

mission had encouraged the 

Hungarian and Israeli business partners 

to apply for support for their project 

from the Hungarian-Israeli Research 

and Development Fund. Hungary and 

Israel have each contributed 3 million 

euros to the fund.

Daniel Zucker, who is in charge of 

coordinating innovative transport 

solutions for the Israeli Prime Minister’s 

Office, said the establishment of the 

JV, dubbed WeVid, was the first big 

product of a cooperation agreement 

between Israel and Hungary signed 

three years earlier. WeVid will have 

access to ZalaZone, a new test track 

for self-driving vehicles in southwest 

Hungary, to develop its solution.

LARGE-SCALE RUBENS, 
VAN DYCK EXHIBITION 
TO OPEN IN BUDAPEST

Some 30 paintings by Rubens and 

more than a dozen by Van Dyck are 

on display at a large-scale exhibition 

opening in Budapest’s Museum of Fine 

Arts on Wednesday, the museum’s 

director told the press. The exhibition 

showcases the Golden Age of Flemish 

painting through the art of Peter 

Paul Rubens, the foremost Baroque 

master of European art and that of his 

contemporaries.

Its main goal is to highlight Rubens’s 

genius and the influence of his art 

during his age, and the versatile, 

stylistically and thematically rich 17th-

century Flemish painting. Another 

important aspect of the Budapest 

show is to draw attention to the 

extensive cultural ties between the 

Southern Netherlands and Hungary, 

in which a key figure was Archduke 

Leopold Wilhelm of Austria. The Fine 

Arts Museum’s main cooperating 

partner, the Liechtenstein Museum 

in Vienna, has contributed 20 

masterpieces including a piece from 

Rubens’ monumental Decius Mus 

cycle, the Decius Mus Relating His 

Dream. Another remarkable piece, 

Van Dyck’s wedding portrait of Maria 

Henrietta Stuart purchased by the 

Budapest museum at the end of last 

year, is also on display. The 120 works 

or so showcased come from the 

museum’s own collection and from 

40 prominent collections including 

the Louvre, the Hermitage, the Prado, 

the National Gallery of London and the 

National Gallery of Washington, DC.

The exhibition. running until 

February 16, has been insured at 345 

million euros.

TICKETS TO PUSKÁS 
ARENA INAUGURAL 
MATCH SELL OUT IN DAYS

Tickets for the inaugural match at 

Budapest’s Puskás Ferenc Arena, 

a state-funded, UEFA category 4 

stadium that can seat close to 68,000, 

sold out on Monday, hours after they 

went on sale to the general public, the 

Hungarian Football Association (MLSZ) 

said. Tickets for the friendly match 

between Hungary and Uruguay went 

on sale on Friday, but were available 

only to official Fan Club members for 

a period of three days. Registered fans 

had scooped up more than 25,000 

tickets by Friday evening. MLSZ noted 

that registered fans’ ranks had swelled 

by almost 18,000 in the previous days. 

A little before noon on Monday, MLSZ 

said tickets to the match on November 

15 had sold out.


