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Last week, Lackner suspended his membership in the party after video and audio recordings of him talking about potential 

corrupt dealings concerning the district had been made public. “The deadline has expired,” Tóth said in a Facebook entry 

on Friday after Lackner had failed to comply with the party’s call and address the matter of what should happen with 

his councillor seat. Tóth said he had turned to the national council of ethical and disciplinary affairs to initiate Lackner’s 

expulsion from the party. The council is expected to issue a decision within eight days, he added. “I’ve already made it 

clear that regardless of whether or not the allegations are true, the councillor must be given a chance to defend himself,” 

Tóth wrote. “But he should also feel that the accusations against him are a heavy burden on our community and therefore 

he should know what his duty is.”

Earlier this month, Magyar Nemzet and news channel HírTV reported on leaked recordings of conversations that allegedly 

involved Lackner talking about potential corrupt dealings pertaining to the 19th district. 

Socialist Party Leader Bertalan Tóth has initiated the expulsion of Csaba Lackner, a 
councillor in Budapest’s 19th district, over allegations of corruption.

SOCIALIST TAKES HEAT OVER GRAFT CLAIM

Áder visits Cambodia

Parliamentary plenary session 

Orbán, Slovenian PM in presser after 
talks

Press conference on the Rubens,  
Van Dyck exhibition
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New playground inaugurated in Budapest’s City Park
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DEFENCE MINISTER  
FLAGS NEW COMMANDS 
IN HUNGARY 

Defence Minister Tibor Benkő assessed 

progress made towards establishing 

two military commands for NATO 

in Hungary and held talks with his 

German counterpart after a NATO 

ministerial meeting in Brussels. 

Hungary has sent a letter signed 

jointly with Croatia to NATO’s secretary 

general informing Jens Stoltenberg 

about plans to establish a Multinational 

Division Command for Central Europe 

in Hungary, Benkő told reporters 

after the two-day meeting. The new 

command would give Hungary a 

decisive role in guaranteeing security 

in the region, the minister said. 

Integrated with NATO’s command 

structure, it would also enhance 

capabilities, he said.

Further, Hungary and Croatia 

signed a letter of understanding 

together with Slovakia and Slovenia 

on setting up a Regional Special 

Operations Component Command 

(R-SOCC) in central Hungary, Benkő 

noted. Headquartered in Szolnok, 

R-SOCC will be tasked with training 

the four NATO countries’ special 

operations troops, Benkő said. Austria, 

which is not member of NATO, has 

already indicated its intention to join 

R-SOCC’s work, he added.

 Benkő also said that he had held 

talks with his German counterpart on 

the sidelines of the meeting. Annegret 

Kramp-Karrenbauer praised Hungary 

for its defence and military reform 

programme which she said could 

mandate the country’s army to become 

a leading force in central Europe. 

Speaking about Hungary’s contributions 

to NATO missions, Benkő noted that the 

country has increased its number of 

troops serving in Kosovo from 1,000 to 

1,200 and is planning further increases. 

This brings the number of Hungarian 

troops serving in foreign peacekeeping 

missions each year to 2,200-2,400, the 

defence minister added.

As regards hybrid warfare, Benkő said 

Hungary considers it a major challenge 

of the 21st century, underscoring 

measures taken towards fully preparing 

to tackle it. Among the measures, he 

noted the establishment of a military 

training centre for countering cyber-

attacks in Szentendre near Budapest. 

Hungary has also decided to join the 

Helsinki-based European Centre of 

Excellence for Countering Hybrid 

Threats, Benkő said.

ÁDER DISCUSSES 
EDUCATION COOPERATION, 
AID SCHEME IN LAOS

President János Áder discussed 

education cooperation and a new 

tied aid programme Hungary is 

launching in Laos with Laotian 

officials in Vientiane. Áder, who is the 

first Hungarian president to visit Laos 

since Hungary’s change of regime, 

held talks with his Laotian counterpart 

Bounnhang Vorachith, Prime Minister 

Thongloun Sisoulith and National 

Assembly Speaker Pany Yathotu. In 

a statement, Áder noted that Laos’s 

prime minister had visited Hungary 

in the spring and held talks with 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán. 

At the talks, Hungary offered to launch 

a record-value tied aid loan package in 

Laos covering multiple areas, he said.

Following his talks on Friday, Áder 

said Hungary’s fourth tied aid scheme 

would help develop Laos’s agriculture, 

food security and health-care sector. 

Hungary considers the previous three 

aid schemes it has launched in the 

country to have been successful, he 

said. “This is another reason why we’re 

open to launching a fourth project,” 

the president added. Hungary has so 

far provided 200 million dollars’ worth 

of tied aid to Laos, Áder noted.

He said Laos had undergone 

remarkable economic growth over the 

past ten years. Another reason why it is 

in Hungary’s interest to provide aid to 

the Southeast Asian country is that if 

Laos can improve its infrastructure and 

increase its presence on the Chinese 

market, the Hungarian companies 

involved in the aid schemes can gain 

an advantage, the president argued.

Education was another focus of 

Áder’s talks, with the president noting 

that a total of 180 Laotian students 

study in Hungary on university 

scholarships. He recommended to 

Laotian officials that over the course 

of Hungary and Laos’s partnership 

in education, more Laotian students 

should apply for agriculture and 

forestry-related programmes.

The president’s talks also touched 

on the issue of water management. 
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He said “the drama of too much and 

not enough water” was especially 

prevalent in Laos, arguing that 

“devastating” floods in the country 

were often followed by severe 

droughts. Water management will 

become a crucial issue for the country 

over the coming years and decades, 

Áder said, adding that this would open 

up new opportunities for cooperation 

between Laos and Hungary.

Áder is scheduled to wrap up his 

three-day visit to Laos on Sunday and 

travel on to Cambodia. There he will 

meet King Norodom Sihamoni and 

Prime Minister Hun Sen.

CRUISE SHIP CAPTAIN  
TO REMAIN IN CUSTODY

The captain of a cruise ship which 

collided with a sightseeing boat in 

central Budapest in May is to remain 

in custody under a non-binding court 

ruling. The court’s ruling against the 

64-year-old Ukrainian captain of 

the Viking Sigyn was appealable 

within three days, M. Gábor Tóth, the 

defendant’s lawyer, told MTI. Ferenc 

Ráb, deputy spokesman for the 

municipal chief prosecutor’s office, said 

that though the office has not yet seen 

the ruling, it would definitely appeal it.

On May 29, the Viking Sigyn cruise 

ship collided with a sightseeing boat 

that had 33 South Korean tourists on 

board and a crew of two Hungarians. 

Seven tourists were rescued from the 

water after the collision and the rest 

died. In June, the captain was taken 

into custody on suspicion of criminal 

misconduct but later released on a 

bail of 15 million forints (EUR 45,600). 

The municipal court ruling granting 

the captain’s release also obliged him 

to remain in Budapest. However, the 

chief public prosecutor turned to the 

Kuria, Hungary’s supreme court, over 

the captain’s release, after which the 

top court ruled that the decision by 

lower courts to release the captain on 

bail had been unlawful.

At the end of July, the captain was 

taken back into custody on suspicion 

of failing to provide assistance after 

the collision.

Budapest’s 6th and 7th district 

prosecutor had earlier filed a request 

for an extension of the captain’s 

detention until Nov. 30. But a first-

instance court ordered his detention 

only until Sept. 30 while rejecting 

a motion by the defence for the 

captain’s release on bail. Last month, 

the prosecutor’s office said it had 

successfully appealed that ruling and 

the captain’s detention had been 

extended by three months.

BAKONDI: APPEARANCE 
OF SHIFT IN EU MIGRATION 
POLICY 

The European Union’s current 

“misguided” migration policy appears 

to be changing, György Bakondi, the 

prime minister’s security adviser, 

has said, citing the rejection by the 

European Parliament (EP) plenary of a 

draft resolution calling for increased 

search and rescue operations in the 

Mediterranean. In an interview to 

public television late on Saturday, 

Bakondi referred to the EP’s rejection 

of a related proposal approved by 

the LIBE committee on civil liberties, 

justice and home affairs which, he 

insisted, would have made illegal 

mass migration into Europe easier. He 

said “certain liberal left-wing groups” 

had backed the proposal but the EP 

plenary scuppered it. He said there was 

now a chance that the EU’s “misguided 

migration policy” pursued since 2015 

may change. Bakondi also noted that 

new EP operated differently, saying 

that whereas the Socialists and the 

European People’s Party had previously 

had a majority between them and 

could pass measures they agreed on, 

now the votes of others count.

Meanwhile, he said an Italian 

research institute estimated that the 

number of migrants arriving in Italy 

illegally will have reached 630,000 

by the end of the year. He added that 

the figures were based on migrants 

registered with an authority and 

excluded those hiding from the 

authorities. “So it’s only possible to 

have an estimate of the number of 

people arriving in Europe,” he said.

NOVÁK: MARRIAGES UP  
IN HUNGARY 

Marriage is once again seen as being 

a good thing, Katalin Novák, the state 

secretary for family and youth affairs at 

the Ministry of Human Resources, said 

in an interview to Saturday’s Magyar 

Nemzet newspaper. Commenting 

on the latest Central Statistical Office 
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data, Novák said there had never 

been as many marriages in Hungary 

as in the recent period, adding that 

the government’s policies in support 

of families had probably acted as 

an incentive. “We have no doubt 

that the child to be born is the best 

investment,” she said. In July, the 

number of marriages was 31% higher 

than a year earlier, and in August 

more than 11,000 couples wedded, 

the highest figure in the last 40 years. 

From Jan-Aug this year, 43,212 couples 

got married, KSH data show, 18% more 

than the number registered in the 

same period last year.

R+D SPENDING UP 27%  
IN 2018 

Spending on research and 

development in Hungary came to 

more than 654 billion forints (EUR 

2bn) in 2018, up 27% in current prices 

from a year earlier, a summary of data 

published by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) shows. State financing 

jumped 28.3% to 211 billion forints 

and accounted for 32.3% of total 

R+D funding compared to 31.8% a 

year earlier. Businesses again played 

a big role in funding research and 

development. The business sector 

spent more than 342 billion forints 

on R+D in 2018, up 25.7% from a year 

earlier. It accounted for 52.3% of total 

R+D funding compared to 52.7% a year 

earlier, KSH said. Foreign resources 

came close to 97 billion forints last 

year, up 25.9% from 2017. The share of 

foreign resources was unchanged at 

14.8%. Around 79% of foreign funds 

came from companies. In 2018, a total 

of 113 billion forints was spent on 

investments related to R+D projects 

and 536 billion forints went towards 

covering R+D costs.

AUTHORITIES WITHDRAW 
THOUSANDS OF LASER 
POINTERS FROM SHOPS 

Thousands of potentially dangerous 

laser pointers have been withdrawn 

from the Hungarian market in the 

wake of a probe in which 23 such 

products out of 27 failed to meet 

the requirements. Tamás Schanda, 

state secretary at the innovation and 

technology ministry, told a press 

conference on Friday that another 

37,000 imported laser pointers had 

been seized by the customs authority 

and destroyed. Schanda said that the 

23 banned products were harmful to 

the eye, two were prone to cause an 

electric shock, and seven could be 

used to blind airplane pilots.

SPANISH AUTHORITIES 
SEARCHING FOR MISSING 
HUNGARIAN TOURISTS

Spanish authorities have been 

searching intensively since 

Wednesday for two Hungarian 

tourists gone missing on the island 

of Mallorca, local newspaper Diario 

de Mallorca said at the weekend. The 

paper said the two Hungarian siblings, 

an 18-year-old man and a 30-year-old 

woman, had been reported missing 

from their hotel of the Cala d’Or resort 

on the south-east of the island.


