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Turkey hosts some three million migrants, and President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has vowed to “let them out” if Europe fails 

to take over some of the financial burden, Orbán said in an interview to Kossuth Rádió. Migrants can break out towards 

Europe or Syria, their homeland, Orbán said. The latter needs to be stabilised for them to go back, he added. “That is what 

seems to have happened there”, he said, adding that Turkey had set up a safe zone in northern Syria recently.

If Turkey “opens the gates to Europe”, hundreds of thousands will flood into Greece, the Balkans and eventually all the way 

to the Croatian or Hungarian border, he said. “It is in Hungary’s basic interest that this does not happen,” Orbán said. “One 

Röszke was enough,” he added, referring to a clash between border guards and migrants camped on the Serbian side of 

the Röszke border crossing in 2015. Regarding Turkey’s offensive on Syrian soil, Orbán said the US and Turkey had “made 

an agreement”, and so “we have no further foreign policy task here ... other than agreeing with the two largest military 

powers of NATO.”

It is in Hungary’s interest that Turkey releases migrants towards Syria rather than in the 
direction of Europe, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public radio.

OrbÁN: tUrKeY reLeASING MIGrANtS tO SYrIA  
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Moody’s Investors Service reviews 
Hungary’s credit rating
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The renovated refectory of the Gergely Czuczor Benedictine High School in Győr
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OrbÁN: LOcAL eLectION 
reSULtS ’reNeWeD 
eMPOWerMeNt’ FOr GOVt

Regarding the October 13 local 

elections, Orbán said he “regretted” 

that voters had chosen opposition 

mayors in many localities. On the 

other hand, the 52-53% support 

of ruling party candidates gives 

the government “renewed 

empowerment” to carry on with 

their work, so they are not going to 

change course, he said. Regarding 

Budapest, Orbán said that since 

the fall of communism, the city had 

gone through two phases. In the 

first, under the liberal mayor, Gábor 

Demszky, the city was “filthy, reeking 

and its development stalled”. It was 

“unworthy of being the country’s 

capital,” Orbán said, adding that the 

government had been forced to 

bail out Budapest from 200 billion 

forints (EUR 607.8m) of debt. “I don’t 

understand how honouring Gábor 

Demszky can even be considered,” 

Orbán said, referring to Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony’s plan to award 

honorary citizenships to the former 

mayors, Demszky and István Tarlós. 

“Would that be for the insolvency or 

for ruining the city? And humiliating 

[Fidesz-backed former mayor] István 

Tarlós by making him take the honour 

alongside him is pure insolence,” 

Orbán said. Tarlós had saved Budapest 

from insolvency and “got the city in 

order”, so that Budapest was now one 

of the most dynamically developing 

cities in Europe, the prime minister 

said. “I’m keeping my fingers crossed 

that it stays that way and the Demszky 

era doesn’t return,” Orbán said.

Commenting on investment 

projects in the capital, he said the 

standpoint of the municipal council 

was putting the fate of three stadiums 

in question including the Bozsik 

Stadium, a UEFA category 4 stadium 

under construction in the 14th district; 

an athletics stadium purposed to host 

the 2023 International Association of 

Athletics Federations (IAAF) World 

Championships; and a stadium 

for the European Men’s Handball 

Championship which will be hosted 

by Hungary and Slovakia in 2022. 

Referring to the Liget project, a 

museums quarter planned by the state 

in the capital’s City Park, he said for 

cultural investment projects it is also 

necessary to wait for the decision of 

the municipal council. Orbán said 

he would maintain the position that 

any development project the city’s 

leadership disagrees with should not 

be carried out. 

The prime minister said he wouldn’t 

like to “tear down” any projects in 

the capital, but acknowledged that a 

decision by city leaders could mean that 

some state-funded investments “will 

not materialise in Budapest”. “If the new 

city leadership does not want Budapest 

to be among the sporting capitals of 

the world, a clear decision has to be 

taken and the government will adapt 

to this situation,” Orbán said. 

Commenting on Hungary’s 

economy protection action plan, 

he said that since “the European 

economy does not look good”, 

Hungary must make decisions 

guaranteeing that economic growth 

stays at 2% above the European 

Union average. One of the important 

proposal packages has already been 

approved by the government, he said. 

This applies to the modernisation of 

the vocational training system in 

order to ensure that increasingly well-

prepared young people get into the 

workforce, he added.

Commenting on Brexit, he said the 

agreement between London and 

the EU would protect the interests 

of Hungarians in the UK. The British 

government has already approved the 

basic principles of the agreement, he 

said, adding that Brexit was now only 

a technical issue because “the Brits are 

essentially out of the EU”.

KArÁcSONY PLeDGeS 
HIGHer WAGeS FOr 
MUNIcIPAL StAFF 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said on the sidelines of a trade union 

forum that the city would ensure 

higher wages and better working 

conditions for its employees. 

Karácsony said it was “in our interest” 

that work carried out by public 

employees should be esteemed, 

adding that the municipality “will 

do everything” within its means to 

ensure staff are well-paid and enjoy 

good conditions so that residents 

are provided with decent services. 

The mayor insisted that low wages 
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in the public sector had caused a 

“dramatic” labour shortage, which 

was “stifling” the municipality’s 

companies, especially in the areas of 

public transport and waste collection. 

Karácsony said the city would ban 

implementing the government’s “slave 

law” in the municipal assembly and its 

companies and registered job seekers 

would be granted free public transport 

to help them find employment. 

He also pledged to set up a 

municipal interest coordination council 

for employees, employers, and city 

representatives and regretted that a 

similar institution at the national level 

had been scrapped. 

The conference Karácsony attended 

was organised by CESI, the European 

federation of independent trade 

unions, and Hungarian public sector 

union MKKSZ, CESI’s Hungarian 

partner. MKKSZ head Erzsébet Boros 

proposed that the mayor should start 

talks with district leaders and local 

MKKSZ representatives to set up a 

permanent “labour roundtable” to 

deal with issues ranging from the rules 

governing municipal officials’ salaries 

to the situation of people working in 

municipal welfare services. 

Asked about plans to stop sports 

construction projects in the city, 

Karácsony said he would support 

“all projects serving the city’s 

development”. If the government 

supports health projects, “we will 

have a common denominator 

concerning sports projects, too”. He 

said he was open to discussing the 

government’s key sports schemes with 

special regard to health priorities. He 

added that there is “less controversy” 

concerning projects under way, 

while “we need to talk frankly” about 

planned schemes. The government 

may have priorities, he said, but those 

“must not override the priorities of 

Budapest residents”. He added that 

he hoped Budapest’s new urban 

development council would have its 

first meeting as early as November.  

Karácsony called for a review of the 

municipal parking system before the 

end of the year, saying that the current 

system was not uniform across the city 

and in some districts it was inefficient. 

The mayor also announced that he had 

sent a letter to Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán on Thursday, inviting him for 

personal talks.

cHIeF PrOSecUtOr 
PrOPOSeS StrIPPING  
DK MP OF IMMUNItY  
IN ANOtHer cASe

Public prosecutor Péter Polt has asked 

parliament to remove the immunity 

of Democratic Coalition (DK) MP 

László Varju in connection with an 

opposition protest at the public 

media headquarters last December. 

Parliament lifted Varju’s immunity once 

already, on Oct. 21, in connection with 

an inquiry into crimes against the order 

of elections. On December 16, 2018, 

several opposition deputies staged a 

march on public media headquarters 

and demanded the broadcast of their 

petition and entry to the studios. 

According to a statement from the 

public prosecutor, Varju “charged 

at a cordon formed by security staff 

personnel and squeezed the calves of 

one of them”. Later on, Varju attempted 

to force entry into the editorial section 

and “violently opposed” security staff. 

He was being forcefully removed 

from the premises when he caused 

one of the security officers to fall 

on the ground, causing him injury. 

The statement said Varju could face 

charges of rowdy behaviour and 

causing serious bodily harm once his 

immunity is removed.

Speaking at a press conference on 

a different topic, DK’s parliamentary 

group spokesman Zsolt Gréczy 

called the request “outrageous and 

repulsive”. “Orbán’s dictatorship has 

reached a new level,” Gréczy said, 

and called on the whole opposition 

to show solidarity with Varju. Ruling 

Fidesz “has taken badly” to Budapest’s 

fourth district having voted for both an 

opposition mayor, Tibor Déri, and a DK 

MP, Gréczy said.

rÉtVÁrI: SOcIAL, FAMILY, 
eMPLOYMeNt DecISIONS 
SHOULD reMAIN 
NAtIONAL cOMPeteNce

Hungary wants decisions on social, 

family and employment matters 

to remain a national competence, 

the state secretary of the Ministry 

of Human Resources said after a 

meeting of the Employment, Social 

Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs 

Council (EPSCO) in Luxembourg. Bence 

Rétvári said EPSCO had proposed 
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that directives should be adopted 

by a qualified majority rather than a 

unanimous vote. Hungary does not 

support the proposal, Rétvári told MTI 

by phone, adding that it would allow 

some EU member states to impose 

their will on other member states, 

thereby curbing their sovereignty. Each 

member state has its own social, family 

and employment system that must be 

respected, he said. Effective solutions 

to problems should be found on a 

national level, he said. Another topic 

discussed included enhancing anti-

discrimination in the EU, Rétvári said, 

noting that much of the bloc’s focus is 

on its gender and race. A similar focus 

should be given to national minorities 

and persecuted Christians, he said.

rAte OF POPULAtION 
DecLINe INcreASeS  
IN FIrSt 8 MONtHS

The rate of population decline 

increased in the first eight months 

of 2019 after 1.9% fewer births and 

0.2% more deaths were registered 

compared with the same period last 

year, the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. In the first eight months of the 

year, 58,254 children were born, 1,119 

fewer than in the same period last year, 

while 87,726 died, 212 more than in Jan-

July 2018. The number of marriages 

increased, with 43,212 couples tying 

the knot, 18% more than in the same 

period last year.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: eUrOPe’S 
StreNGtH, 
cOMPetItIVeNeSS HINGeS 
ON retUrNING  
tO cHrIStIAN rOOtS

Christian culture and morality face 

many challenges today but Europe 

can only regain its strength and 

competitiveness if it returns to its 

Christian foundations, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó in the city of Győr, in 

north-western Hungary. 

Speaking at the inauguration of the 

Gergely Czuczor Benedictine High 

School’s refectory, of which he is an 

alumnus, the minister said Hungary 

could only stay strong in the face 

of global changes if it preserved its 

national identity and retained its 

historical heritage and Christian roots. 

“We Hungarians are right to be proud 

of having been a Christian state for a 

thousand years as that has played a role 

in surviving as a state,” Szijjártó said.

HOUSe OF HUNGArIAN 
MUSIc WINS beSt PUbLIc 
bUILDING AWArD

The House of Hungarian Music, 

planned to be built as part of the Liget 

Budapest Project in the City Park, has 

won the award for best public building 

in Europe at the International Property 

Awards. The award was collected by 

the company’s technical deputy 

director, Attila Sághi, at a ceremony in 

London late on Thursday, a statement 

by the project company Városliget Zrt 

said. The House of Hungarian Music 

designed by Japanese architect Sou 

Fujimoto is expected to become one 

of Budapest’s iconic buildings, Sághi 

said. It is scheduled to open at the end 

of 2021, though the structure of the 

building is to be completed within 9 

months, he added.


