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Referring to the recent municipal elections in his address to parliament’s opening autumn session, Orbán said that “everybody, 

regardless of party affiliation, must work for Hungary and the Hungarian people.” “The nation cannot be in opposition,” 

the prime minister added. Concerning the election results, Orbán said it was “a great honour” for the ruling parties to have 

captured over 50% of votes nationwide. This equals an endorsement of the government’s major policies, he said, enumerating 

among them a work-based and pro-family economy, higher wages, help for young people to buy or renovate homes 

and national cohesion. The prime minister said the government had “lived up to its responsibilities in terms of organising 

and conducting the election to the satisfaction of the public” and thanked voters who took part in the elections, thereby 

“contributing to the functioning of Hungarian democracy”. “Hungarians are still committed to democracy and believe in 

the country’s future,” Orbán minister said.

The government is ready to “cooperate with all mayors and local councils that are 
themselves prepared to cooperate,” Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said.
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ORBÁN OUTLINES GOVT 
RECORD

Addressing parliament’s opening 

autumn session, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said the government’s family 

protection action plan was gaining 

momentum, with more than 65,000 

people having joined the scheme. 

Altogether, 650 billion forints (EUR 

1.96bn) of funding has been channelled 

towards families, he added. The 

economy has responded positively to 

this policy, he said, recording growth 

of 5.2% in the first half. “We switched 

to a job-based economy and the 

unemployment rate has dropped to 

3.4%, while the number of jobs has 

increased by 808,000 since 2010,” he 

said, adding that 4.5 million people 

have jobs in the country. Orbán said 

nevertheless the government “wants 

more and better”, and intends to catch 

up with the Czech Republic in this 

regard. The prime minister said that 

in the first seven months of the year 

average wages had increased by 10.6%, 

while the rise in the minimum wage was 

the fourth highest in the EU. Orbán also 

noted big changes in government debt, 

which has fallen to 68% to GDP. And 

whereas in 2010 foreign currency loans 

accounted for 50% of the total, today 

they stand below 20 percent, he added.

Regarding the EU, Orbán said the 

incoming president of the European 

Commission was someone who could 

remedy the mistakes of previous years. 

He said he had felt obliged to prevent 

the election of a commission head who 

spoke disrespectfully of Hungarians, 

and who wanted to implement plans 

contrary to the will of Hungarians on 

migration. “We have achieved our goal,” 

he said.

On the topic of Brexit, Orbán said “a 

fair and just agreement” for the British 

had been made for their departure from 

the bloc. Also, an agreement had been 

struck that would protect the interests 

of Hungarians working in Britain.

At the same time, speaking about 

the EU accession prospects of North 

Macedonia and Albania, he said the 

EU council of ministers had rejected 

starting negotiations with the two 

countries. “This is a bad decision, but 

I hope it is not a tragic one,” he said. It 

would be tragic for Serbia, he added, 

if its prospects were blocked. Serbia, 

he said, was a “key country in our 

region and in terms of our stability”. 

Stabilising the Balkans would be 

impossible without EU membership, 

he said, adding that Hungary continued 

to support the accession of all Balkan 

countries, especially Serbia and 

Montenegro, as rapidly as possible.

Meanwhile, Orbán said Hungary’s 

economy could be made carbon 

neutral by 2050 by implementing radical 

schemes but “a significant contribution” 

from the European Union would be 

needed. A combined 150 billion euros 

will be needed to make Hungary’s 

energy production emissions free, to 

eliminate natural gas and to replace all 

traditional vehicles with electric ones, 

Orbán said.

On another subject, Orbán said that 

his European counterparts had started 

discussing the EU’s next seven-year 

budget. He added that “there is no 

consensus even on fundamental issues” 

and “the positions are wide apart in all 

important areas”.

During the prime minister’s address, 

independent MP Ákos Hadházy 

held up banners emblazoned with 

the slogans: “Stop propaganda” and 

“Stop corruption”. László Kövér, the 

house speaker, rebuked Hadházy and 

called on all opposition deputies to 

drop their “aggressive” and “militant” 

attitude. He said deputies should 

observe house rules and “refrain from 

making a circus out of parliament”. In the 

meantime, ruling party MPs curtained 

off protesting Hadházy’s signs with the 

national flag, then snatched them from 

his hands.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
ADDRESS PARLIAMENT’S 
AUTUMN OPENING 
SESSION

Addressing parliament’s opening 

autumn session on Monday in which 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán promised 

government cooperation “to all mayors 

and local councils that are themselves 

ready to cooperate”, opposition leaders 

said the outcome of the local elections 

heralded a new era for successful 

opposition cooperation.

Péter Jakab, leader of the Jobbik 

parliamentary group, said “the 

reunification of the nation” had begun 

on the day of the local election, and 

voters had signalled their intention to 

change the government in the 2022 
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general election. After the prime 

minister made his opening speech, 

Jakab said voters on Oct. 13 had not 

given into “threats, blackmail and 

intimidation” and instead had opted 

for the most credible opposition 

candidate. He added that around 4 

million “compatriots” in 10 major cities 

and the capital, as well as “countless 

smaller towns”, had “bought a ticket 

for the change of government in 2022”.

Responding to the PM’s speech, 

Bertalan Tóth, the Socialist Party’s 

group leader, pledged the opposition 

would continue its cooperation. “We’ll 

be working together up to 2022”. He 

said the opposition parties had got 

the message of voters and now the 

opposition would have to perform 

better in smaller cities. Localities run by 

opposition councils will have to work 

hard to reduce social inequalities, he 

added.

Párbeszéd group leader Tímea 

Szabó said the local council elections 

had marked the start of opposition 

cooperation. “We have now liberated 

Budapest and we will liberate the 

whole country in 2022,” she said after 

the PM’s speech. She said the elections 

had shown that Budapest residents 

and those of many big cities were now 

“fed up” with the ruling parties and 

“crave for freedom” after the “threats 

and extortion of millions of people”. 

Szabó said Budapest, which generates 

37% of GDP, only clawed back one 

percent in funding, and this had led 

to “the destruction of hospitals”.

Leader of the Democratic Coalition 

(DK), Ferenc Gyurcsány, qualified the 

outcome of the local elections as an 

uprising against the ruling parties. 

Whereas he said he did not want to 

argue over who had won the elections, 

it was clear that the more politically 

significant localities had voted for the 

opposition, and this had sent “a clear 

message”. In localities with more than 

10,000 residents, the opposition had 

performed better than the governing 

parties, he said. Gyurcsány said when 

“excellent” pro-government mayors 

had been “voted out”, it had been 

because of the government’s policies 

rather than their own. “This was not 

just a local vote; it was a rebellion 

against your policies,” he said after 

Orbán’s speech.

László Lóránt Keresztes, the leader 

of the LMP group, said the Oct. 13 

election had marked a “massive defeat” 

for the governing parties, adding that 

now three million people lived in 

localities run by the opposition. He said 

it was now up to opposition leaders 

to prove “they can govern towns with 

efficiency and integrity”.

Fidesz group leader Máté Kocsis said 

in response that Gyurcsány should 

“get off his high horse”. Gyurcsány, 

he insisted, had headed “the most 

corrupt Hungarian government of all 

time”, and people would “never forget 

that protesters had their eyes shot at 

and were attacked by horse-mounted 

police” when Gyurcsány was in power.

Commenting on MP Ákos Hadházy 

holding up banners during the prime 

minister’s address, Kocsis said a 

responsible politician would not act 

this way, only an “anarchist dimwit”.

PÁRBESZÉD SUBMITS 
PROPOSALS TO PARLT 
BASED ON KARÁCSONY’S 
PROGRAMME

The opposition Párbeszéd party has 

submitted a seven-point package of 

proposals to parliament based on the 

programme of Budapest’s new mayor, 

Gergely Karácsony. Tímea Szabó, 

the party’s group leader, told a news 

conference that as a lawmaker, it was 

her duty to live up to the expectations of 

voters in the capital and in the country’s 

major cities.

First, she said the party wanted to 

make sure that no one was ejected 

from municipal housing until they were 

accommodated elsewhere first. Also, a 

“climate emergency” should be declared 

and measures taken to protect people 

from the effects of climate change, Szabó 

said. Further, Párbeszéd wants green 

areas to be preserved and “this insane 

concreting” to be stopped, referring to 

development projects to pave city and 

town squares around the country. Szabó 

also proposed scrapping the section of 

the Labour Code that provides for the 

possibility of 400 hours of overtime, 

known among the opposition and 

critics as the “slave law”. Further, the party 

wants the “lex CEU” to be abolished, she 

said, adding that Karácsony will consult 

the Central European University’s 

leaders concerning the matter. Szabó 

said the cost of operating Budapest’s 

public transport system should be 

shared equally between the state, the 

municipality and passengers. Finally, 
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she said Párbeszéd is proposing a 

“transparency package” along the lines 

of the Zugló local district council of 

Budapest formerly headed by Karácsony 

decreeing that sessions of the council 

and public procurements should be 

made public.

Asked about Karácsony’s pledge to 

stop stadium construction projects 

-- investments, the journalist said, that 

may generate “tens of billions of forints” 

in revenue for local councils -- Szabó said 

the lack of equipment in hospitals and 

their dire state in general was due to the 

government’s funnelling of money to 

stadiums instead of the hospitals.

Asked about Karácsony’s meeting in 

a restaurant with former prime minister 

Gordon Bajnai, Szabó said she hadn’t 

been aware of it. She sarcastically added, 

however, that it would be “absolutely 

shocking” had they met, given that 

Bajnai had publicly supported Karácsony 

in recent months and they were in any 

case friends.

SZIJJÁRTÓ OPENS 
HUNGARIAN MISSION 
IN OMAN

Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó opened 

a Hungarian diplomatic mission in 

Muscat, the capital of the Sultanate 

of Oman. Strategic cooperation with 

Oman is in Hungary’s interest when 

it comes to energy security, Szijjártó 

told MTI by phone, noting that Oman 

is one of the most significant crude oil 

and gas producers in the Middle East. 

After opening the embassy, Szijjártó 

signed a cooperation agreement 

with Yusuf bin Alawi, Oman’s foreign 

minister.

The Middle East is one of the most 

rapidly developing regions of the 

world and a key source of energy, he 

said. Hungary, with its open economy, 

has a vested interest in the closest 

possible cooperation with the Gulf 

countries, he said. Hungary’s oil and 

gas company MOL and Oman Oil 

Company have been strategic partners 

for a while, with the latter holding a 

significant stake in the Hungarian 

firm, Szijjártó said, adding that MOL 

has started speculative drilling with its 

Omani partner at a potentially highly 

productive oil field. Szijjártó said that 

Hungary was training 50 engineers 

for the Omani oil industry under its 

scholarship scheme.

HUNGARY ‘COMMITTED’ 
TO DEVELOPING 
TRANSPORT 
AND LOGISTICS 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Hungary is committed to developing 

transport and logistics infrastructure, 

a government official said on the 

occasion the first METRANS container 

train left Budapest on its journey to 

China. László Mosóczi, the state 

secretary of transport at the ministry 

of innovation and technology, said 

that by 2022 the government will 

have spent 5,000 billion forints (EUR 

15bn) on road and rail developments 

with a view to boosting the country’s 

logistical prowess. More than 1,000 

km of rail tracks will be upgraded 

as part of a 1,500 billion forint rail 

investment which will lead to the 

use of more electrified lines, he said. 

The government wants to turn the 

Carpathian Basin into Europe’s fastest 

growing economic, commercial 

and transport hub by linking its 

infrastructure to that of neighbouring 

countries by 2030. The Budapest-

Belgrade rail-line upgrade, to be 

completed by end-2024, is a part of 

this plan.

Hungary is seen in Asia as an 

attractive investment destination, 

he said, adding that the country has 

received around 4 billion dollars of 

Chinese investments, while Hungarian 

exports to China last year exceeded 

1.9 billion euros. Mosóczi said the 

government was committed to 

strengthening Hungary’s role as a transit 

hub between the Far East and Europe.

Péter Kiss, president and CEO of 

the METRANS Group, noted at the 

ceremony that the train will travel 

9,500kms between Budapest and 

Xiamen, and was an example of 

excellent cooperation between the 

group, Germany’s DBO and Beijing’s 

Trans Eurasia. The weekly service, he 

said, offered an effective solution for 

transporting goods to Asia not only 

for companies in Hungary but also for 

those in the region, including Austria, 

the Czech Republic and Slovakia.

Yi Zhou, first secretary of China’s 

embassy in Budapest, told the 

ceremony that Hungary was China’s 

logistics centre for central and 

eastern Europe thanks to its good 

infrastructure.
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The journey to Xiamen will take 15 

days via Hungary, Slovakia, Ukraine, 

Russia and Kazakhstan.

HUNGARY STATE 
SECY, BULGARIA PM 
INAUGURATE GAS 
METERING STATION

Hungarian State Secretary Tamás 

Menczer and Bulgarian Prime Minister 

Boyko Borisov inaugurated a gas 

metering station in Gorska Polana, 

in south Bulgaria. Securing energy 

supplies is a matter of national security, 

therefore the Hungarian government 

is committed to ensuring that the 

country receives gas from several 

sources and through diversified routes, 

the foreign ministry’s state secretary 

for information and international 

relations said at the new facility, a 

part of the Southern Gas Corridor. 

International cooperation concerning 

gas supplies will strengthen the whole 

region, Menczer said and noted that 

the Turkish Stream pipeline will start 

supplying gas from Russia to Turkey 

before the end of the year, while 

another pipeline was being completed 

to connect to the Southern Corridor, 

linking Bulgaria, Serbia and Hungary.

IT MINISTER: GOVT AIMS 
FOR SME FRIENDLY 
ENVIRONMENT

The Hungarian government aims 

to create a regulatory and tax 

environment friendly for small 

and midsize entrepreneurships, 

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics said, at the economic 

exhibition and conference Kárpát 

EXPOrt. The government wants 

to create a business environment 

boosting SME’s innovation and 

digitalisation, Palkovics said, noting 

the importance of the cooperation of 

companies and universities in Hungary 

and in the Carpathian Basin, especially 

in the regions with ethnic Hungarian 

minorities.

KÚRIA OKAYS 
REFERENDUM ON SPORTS 
STADIUM PLANS 
FOR CSEPEL ISLAND

Hungary’s supreme court has given the 

green light to a referendum initiative 

in which voters could be asked if they 

want to see a new sports stadium built 

on southern Budapest’s Csepel island. 

The initiative, sponsored by a former 

politician of green LMP, was rejected by 

the National Election Committee (NVB) 

in July. Dániel Kassai sought to ask 

residents if the stadium construction, 

planned for the northern tip of the 

island, should be banned until January 

1, 2023. The NVB said at the time 

that the referendum would affect a 

government decree, while referenda 

could only be held concerning 

subjects under parliament’s powers. 

In its binding ruling, the Kúria said that 

the referendum could only prevent 

construction until January 2023, rather 

than prevent it altogether, and would 

not affect the government’s powers to 

seek permits for the project.

KÖVÉR: HUNGARY AIMS 
AT CLOSER COOPERATION 
WITH NAMIBIA

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér 

met Peter Hitjitevi Katjavivi, speaker 

of the National Assembly of Namibia, 

his press office said. Hungary aims 

to develop closer cooperation with 

Namibia, “a model state for democratic 

changes” in sub-Saharan Africa, 

Kövér said. The primary objective of 

cooperation is to develop economic-

trade relations, he added. Hungary 

is ready to transfer innovation and 

technology know-how to Namibia 

in agriculture, water management, 

infrastructure development, education 

and science, he said. The house 

speakers were in agreement that 

it would be useful to extend inter-

parliamentary cooperation to the 

two offices and the parliamentary 

committees. Additionally, they 

discussed the possibility of 

cooperation in international forums, 

such as the Inter-Parliamentary Union, 

the European Council and the United 

Nations.

INTERNATIONAL TAX SCAM 
LED BY HUNGARIANS 
UNCOVERED

Authorities in Hungary, Slovakia, 

Poland, the UK and the US, with 

the active assistance of Eurojust 

and Europol, have uncovered an 

elaborate tax fraud by a Hungarian-

led international organised criminal 
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group. Over two days, seven people 

were arrested, including the group’s 

leader, who was apprehended in the 

US, Eurojust, the EU agency for judicial 

cooperation, said in a statement. 

Overall, 193 premises were searched 

and 37 people were brought in for 

hearings regarding their alleged 

participation in the setting up of 

shell companies that provided false 

invoices to avoid VAT payments to the 

Hungarian tax authorities. The scam 

which took place between January 

2015 and September 2019 led to 

treasury losses of 4.3 million euros. 

Also, around 2.3 million euros in cash 

and goods were seized, including real 

estate, two luxury cars and bitcoins, 

Eurojust said.

AGRICULTURE MINISTRY: 
AIR POLLUTION LARGELY 
CAUSED BY HOUSEHOLDS 
BURNING WASTE

The burning of waste by private 

individuals causes much of Hungary’s 

air pollution, a government official 

has said. Poor air quality caused by a 

high concentration of dust particles 

was reported in several cities over 

the weekend, András Rácz, the 

environment state secretary at the 

Ministry of Agriculture, told the press. 

A public opinion poll carried out last 

year showed that people believe the 

high concentration of dust particles in 

the air resulted mostly from industry 

and transport, Rácz said. In reality, 

however, this is only responsible 

for around 25% of pollution, and 

members of the public are actually 

causing most of the pollution, he 

said. Around 14% of those questioned 

“admitted” that they had burnt waste 

despite its illegality, he added. The 

public opinion poll also revealed that 

around a quarter of the population 

believed air pollution was the greatest 

environmental problem, and the 

government should highlight this in 

order to improve the situation, Rácz 

said. This is why the government has 

launched a campaign dubbed “heat 

smart”, distributing information about 

ways to keep heating costs under 

control, including correct methods 

of burning, Rácz added.

TITANIC FILM FEST 
TO START WITH 
JARMUSH’S THE DEAD 
DON’T DIE

The 26th Titanic Film Festival will 

start on Monday in Budapest with 

the screening of Jim Jarmush’s 

latest feature, The dead don’t die. 

The festival will run through Sunday 

and show 17 films in Budapest’s 

Uránia cinema and the French 

Institute. Petra Szőcs’s first feature 

film, Déva, will be screened at the 

Hungarian gala evening on Tuesday. 

Safy Nebbou’s Who you think I 

am, starring Juliette Binoche and 

François Civil, will be first screened in 

Hungary at the festival on Thursday. 

Documentaries screened at the 

festival will include Amazing grace, a 

film on Aretha Franklin, A dog called 

money inspired by PJ Harvey’s travels 

and Becoming animal, a Canadian 

work on the relationship between 

man and nature. The festival will 

conclude with Edward Norton’s 

Motherless Brooklyn.


