
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U  ¬  W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

OCTOBER 21, 2019
MORNING ISSUE

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

AM

The pace of depopulation has slowed, but Fidesz wants to see moderate population growth, which is achievable through 

an expansion of family policy tools, Kósa said on public broadcaster Kossuth Radio. The measures the government has 

planned will significantly improve the outlook for Hungarian families, he added.

He said programmes the government has already put in place to shield the economy from unfavourable external effects 

have been successful so far, evidenced by Hungary’s GDP growth, higher wages and improved employment, but concerning 

data from Europe, especially Germany, warrants drafting and implementing another such programme.

Kósa, who was also Fidesz’s campaign chief in the local elections a week earlier, said it is undoubtable that Fidesz won more 

votes than earlier in most of the country, but so did the opposition. In this sense, it can be said that scandals didn’t decide 

the election, rather supporters of the opposition accepted the strategy of those parties, he added.

Hungary’s government expects to submit bills to lawmakers in the autumn expanding the family 
support system and launching a new programme protecting the economy from the impact of a 
slowdown on external markets, Lajos Kósa, the deputy head of governing Fidesz, said.
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VARGA PRESSES WORLD 
BANK TO FOCUS ON 
PROBLEMS THAT SPUR 
MIGRATION

Finance Minister Mihály Varga urged 

the World Bank to concentrate on 

problems that lead to migration at the 

annual meetings of the World Bank and 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

in Washington DC.

“The World Bank, which has made 

it its mission to overcome global 

poverty, could play a decisive role in 

the development of countries affected 

by migration,” Varga said. Varga also 

said it has become apparent that the 

global slowdown started a year and 

a half ago is likely to reach Central 

and Eastern Europe which warrants 

the preparation of responses by all 

countries, be it in terms of monetary 

or fiscal policy. Hungary’s government 

has already used tax preferences as 

economic stimulus and taken steps 

to ease the burden on businesses, 

but further measures are necessary 

as “the slowdown will probably 

be deeper than anybody thought 

earlier”, he said. The government is 

trying to ensure support for the most 

competitive, most efficient branches of 

the economy, while at the same time 

helping branches which are inefficient 

to restructure, he added.

Varga said that the IMF is rehashing 

old ideas such as public-private 

partnerships (PPPs) and privatisation, 

ideas which Hungary earlier tried out 

and found to do more harm than good. 

“Hungary’s experience has confirmed 

that nobody is in possession of an 

exclusive solution that can be used 

in all countries, which is why Hungary 

must go its own way,” Varga said.

“Our economic growth is becoming 

more stable and expanding to more 

and more sectors, and we hope we 

can keep economic growth over the 

European Union average in the coming 

years, too,” he added. Varga said that 

the IMF’s new managing director, 

the Bulgarian Kristalina Georgieva, 

knows well the situation of countries 

of Central and Eastern Europe, “with 

vision that is perhaps clearer than 

that of politicians from the West”. He 

added that a meeting with Georgieva 

convinced him that she is “very open to 

cooperation that diverges from earlier 

practices, for example that Hungary 

should bring more ideas to the IMF”. 

Among the successful policy measures 

Hungary could share with the IMF 

is the country’s fostered workers 

programme, Varga said.

NEW MAYOR STOPS 
EVICTIONS IN BUDAPEST 

Gergely Karácsony, Budapest’s 

new mayor, suspended all eviction 

procedures launched by the 

municipality, and ordered their review. 

Karácsony, who took over his post on 

Thursday, said in a Facebook post that 

ruling Fidesz-led local governments 

have “often evicted people in an unfair 

or unjustified, sometimes unlawful 

way”. In his post, the new mayor said 

that he considered having a home a 

fundamental right, and pledged efforts 

to provide affordable housing to all 

residents. In his election campaign, 

Karácsony had promised measures to 

prevent “evictions without rehousing”.

DEMONSTRATORS IN 
GYŐR CALL FOR MAYOR’S 
RESIGNATION

Opposition parties organised a protest 

against the mayor of Győr, in northwest 

Hungary. The demonstrators signed a 

petition calling for Mayor Zsolt Borkai, 

who was reelected in municipal 

elections a week earlier, to resign from 

his post and leave public life. Borkai 

narrowly won the mayoral race after 

becoming embroiled in a sex scandal. 

After the win, he quit the governing 

Fidesz-KDNP alliance and said he 

would continue as an independent. 

Imre Komjáthi, deputy head of the 

opposition Socialists, urged the 

protestors, who numbered around 

400, to strengthen their solidarity and 

“chase this gang out”. Ferenc Jenei, the 

local and regional head of opposition 

party LMP, called Borkai a “political 

corpse” and said protests against him 

would continue every Friday from 

5.00pm.

ÁDER TO VISIT JAPAN, 
LAOS AND CAMBODIA

President János Áder will make official 

visits to Japan, Laos and Cambodia on 

October 20-30, his office told MTI. Áder 

will participate at the enthronement 

ceremonies for Emperor Naruhito in 
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Japan. He will also visit Japanese water 

management investments as well as a 

hydrogen-based automotive industry 

plant in Yokohama.

In Laos, meetings are planned with 

President Bounnhang Vorachith, Prime 

Minister Thongloun Sisoulith and 

House Speaker Pany Yathotou. Áder, 

who was invited by Laos’s previous 

head of state, in 2013, to visit the 

country, will be the first Hungarian 

president since the change of system 

to do so. Sisoulith paid an official visit 

to Budapest at the invitation of Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán in the spring of 

2019. 

In Cambodia, Áder will meet with 

King Norodom Sihamoni, Senate 

President Say Chhum, National 

Assembly President Heng Samrin and 

Prime Minister Hun Sen. His trip marks 

the first official visit by a Hungarian 

president to the country. The president 

will be accompanied on the trip to Asia 

by First Lady Anita Herczegh.

GYURCSÁNY CALLS ON 
DK REPRESENTATIVES 
TO FIGHT AGAINST 
CORRUPTION 

Opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) leader Ferenc Gyurcsány called 

on his party’s newly elected local 

council representatives to fight 

against corruption and respect 

others. Gyurcsány told a meeting of 

the new representatives that thanks to 

the recent local elections there were 

now more opposition representatives 

than ruling party representatives in 

Hungary’s cities and towns with over 

ten thousand inhabitants. Referring 

to the revolutions of 1948 and 1956, 

he said just like things started in 

Budapest then, the current changes 

are also starting in the capital. He 

described the opposition wins of 

last Sunday as “the road to defeating 

[ruling] Fidesz [in the general election] 

in 2022”. Gyurcsány dismissed 

speculation in the press that he 

would get a desk in city hall and 

said that any debate about who was 

the leading force of the opposition 

would be pointless and would only 

turn opposition parties against 

each other. The leading force of the 

opposition is not one party or the 

other but “the common issue of a free 

and democratic, European Hungary”, 

he said.

Fidesz said in response that 

Gyurcsány used to head “the most 

corrupt government of all time”.  

“Gyurcsány and his people are now 

preparing to steal public monies in 

the capital and other local councils, 

and to pull the strings for [Budapest 

Mayor Gergely] Karácsony and other 

opposition politicians”, the party said 

in a statement.

DK CALLS ON OUTGOING 
MAYORS NOT TO DESTROY 
DOCUMENTS 

The leftist Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on outgoing ruling 

party mayors “not to destroy any 

documents” before they hand over 

their post. 

Erzsébet Gy. Németh, DK’s incoming 

deputy to the municipal assembly of 

Budapest, noted that the results of the 

recent elections are being contested 

in the 1st, 4th, 8th and 9th districts. 

The aim of those appeals is “to play 

for time” and suggested that before 

the posts are handed over “evidence 

could disappear”.

SOCIALISTS READY TO 
CONTINUE BUILDING 
OPPOSITION ALLIANCE

The opposition alliance must be 

constructed further and a new 

country built, the opposition Socialists’ 

chairman and parliamentary group 

leader said during a break of a party 

board meeting assessing the results of 

the local elections held a week earlier.

The Socialists are ready for a “new 

change of regime”, Bertalan Tóth 

told a press conference. The party 

achieved very good results within 

the opposition alliance at the local 

elections, with more than 350 local 

council representatives and 48 mayors 

winning the vote, Tóth said. He said 

he had asked the elected mayors 

and representatives to never accept 

“ignoble bargains” from those in 

power and make sure that their every 

move serves the interests of the local 

community.

Socialist board leader Ágnes 

Kunhalmi said she had asked the 

party’s representatives to always fight 

for social justice and solidarity which 

she described as “the Socialists’ most 

treasured policies”. Kunhalmi said the 
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board had welcomed the election of 

Gergely Karácsony as Budapest mayor 

and supported his planned measures 

including the proposal to make 

honorary citizens of former mayors 

Gábor Demszky and István Tarlós.

GOVT OFFICIAL URGES 
DISCUSSION OF BUDAPEST 
DEVELOPMENTS IN 
APPROPRIATE FORUM 

Balázs Fürjes, the secretary for 

development in the capital and 

environs, suggested Budapest’s new 

leadership should take up the issue of 

the Liget project, a planned museums 

quarter in the City Park, in the forum 

provided by the Budapest Public 

Development Council (FKT) in an 

interview with daily Magyar Nemzet.

The FKT can also provide a platform 

for discussion of the “Budapest, Sports 

Capital” programme, Fürjes said.

Magyar Nemzet noted that Gergely 

Karácsony, who was elected mayor 

of Budapest with the support of 

opposition parties a week earlier, has 

said the new local council will cease 

the issue of building permits for the 

Liget project, while he vetoes the 

construction of more stadiums in the 

capital.

Furjes told the paper that the 

central government will strive for 

a fair and candid cooperation with 

Budapest’s new local council, and 

the most important platform for 

this cooperation is the FKT in which 

developments can be decided 

with a unanimous vote by city and 

government leaders. A meeting of 

the FKT can be called after the new 

local council is formed, and it would be 

worthwhile to invite Liget project head 

László Baán, who can make a case for 

the developments, he added.

OPPOSITION APPEALS 
AGAINST FIDESZ WIN IN S 
BUDAPEST

Local chapters of the opposition 

parties in Budapest’s 21st district have 

madea legal appeal against the results 

of the recent municipal election. 

Speaking at a press conference, local 

Socialist leader Ildikó Borbély Bangó 

pointed to the large number of invalid 

votes (1,620) and suggested that the 

election had not been transparent. She 

argued that the names of voters who 

had died were included in the lists and 

there were cases in which a portable 

poll was delivered to an address from 

where no such request had been 

received.  

Allied Párbeszéd spokesman Richárd 

Barabás said that developments during 

the election were “suspicious” and 

suggested that the winning Fidesz-

Christian Democrat candidate “should 

consider whether to start his cycle with 

dubious legitimacy or stand before 

voters and clarify the scandalous 

circumstances”. 

Éva Erdősi, who had been the 

opposition’s mayoral candidate, also 

referred to the large number of invalid 

votes, and added that most of them 

were empty sheets. Momentum’s 

Gábor Kerpel-Fronius said there was 

no statistical explanation for the large 

ratio of invalid votes.


