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In the event of an upsurge of migration pressure from Turkey to Europe, the Visegrad Group countries are ready to renew 

their help to protect Hungary’s southern border, the PM’s media chief said after a V4 meeting ahead of the EU summit in 

Brussels on Thursday. Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and the other V4 leaders were in agreement that another migration wave 

from Turkey was on the cards if a safe zone for repatriated refugees failed to materialise in Syria. Orbán asked his counterparts 

to make arrangements to bolster the Hungarian border guard at the country’s southern border.

Andrej Babiš, Mateusz Morawiecki and Peter Pellegrini, the leaders of the Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia, respectively, 

pledged to be ready to provide all necessary help to Hungary, including again sending border guards, said Bertalan Havasi.

In the event of a failure to establish a safe zone for repatriated Syrians from Turkey, 
migration pressure on Europe is expected to grow.

V4 reADY tO HeLP GUArD bOrDer

DK leader Gyurcsány addresses 
newly elected mayors

Socialist leaders give presser

PM Office chief Gulyás opens 
reformed church gala
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bUDAPeSt WAter SUMMIt 
WINDS UP WItH APPeAL 
tO Meet cHALLeNGeS

The organisers of the Budapest Water 

Summit have wound up the three-day 

international forum for decision-makers 

addressing the challenges of water crises 

with the issue of an appeal. The Budapest 

Appeal outlines steps that need to be 

taken, such as recognising the value of 

water “as a precious common good in the 

fullest sense” and acknowledging that 

water security issues cannot be effectively 

addressed only through established water 

governance institutions, according to a 

draft of the summit’s closing document.

The Budapest Appeal also 

recommends ways to implement these 

measures, including developing trust 

at all levels; facilitating the free flow and 

exchange of information about water; 

encouraging a radical reorientation of 

financing flows by “water-proofing” 

investments that will benefit from, or 

affect, water security; and facilitating the 

establishment of a global observatory to 

monitor and preview water crises. More 

than 2,300 people from 118 countries 

participated at the Budapest Water 

Summit from October 15 to 17.

SOcIALISt LOcAL 
cOUNcILLOr tO SUSPeND 
PArtY MeMberSHIP OVer 
GrAFt ‘SMeArS’

Csaba Lackner, a Socialist Party 

councillor in Budapest’s 19th 

district, said he was suspending his 

membership in the party after video 

and audio recordings or him talking 

about potential corrupt dealings 

concerning the district were made 

public. In a statement posted on the 

Facebook page of the Socialist Party’s 

local chapter, Lackner said he did not 

want the “smears and falsehoods” he 

said had been spread about him in the 

“pro-government press” to be a burden 

on his political community. “Though 

I once again won the confidence of 

the district’s voters last Sunday -- 

proving that the smear campaign ... 

against me had not achieved its goal 

-- I don’t want to continue to make the 

community I’ve worked for faithfully 

and committedly a target of deceitful 

claims,” Lackner wrote.

Earlier this month, daily Magyar 

Nemzet and commercial news channel 

HírTV reported on leaked recordings of 

conversations that allegedly involved 

Lackner talking about potential corrupt 

dealings pertaining to the 19th district. 

HírTV has said the Budapest police 

(BRFK) has launched an investigation 

into alleged bribery and corruption 

against an unknown perpetrator.

Lackner, a joint candidate of the 

leftist opposition, was re-elected 

district councillor with 46% of the vote 

in Sunday’s local elections.

NAV UNcOVerS crIMe 
rING cHArGeD WItH HUF 
4 bN VAt FrAUD

Investigators of the Hungarian tax 

authority (NAV) have busted a crime 

ring charged with defrauding the state 

of nearly four billion forints (EUR 12.0m) 

of VAT, NAV said. The ring imported 

mobile phones from Austria without 

paying the VAT on imports and then 

reclaimed VAT after the sales. As part 

of a four-day international operation, 

NAV special units arrested nine people 

allegedly connected to the gang based 

in Pécs, in southern Hungary. The 

investigators seized luxury cars, real 

estate, bank accounts and stakes in 

businesses valued at 1.7 billion forints. 

They also found 15 million forints in 

cash during the house search and 140 

million in a bank safe. The suspects 

are being investigated on charges of 

defrauding the state of especially large 

amounts, a crime punishable with up 

to 20 years in prison, NAV said.

FOreIGN MINIStrY tO 
HOSt cONFereNce ON 
rADIcALISAtION AND 
terrOrISM

The Hungarian Foreign Ministry, in 

cooperation with the UN’s Office 

of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT), will 

host a conference on radicalisation 

leading to terrorism on November 7 

and 8 in Budapest, the ministry said. 

The conference, dubbed Prevention 

of radicalisation to terrorism: 

Regional policy responses and risk 

mitigation, will focus on strategies 

preventing terrorist narratives, 

the security challenges posed by 

fighters of terrorist organisations 

returning to their homelands, and 

on involving youth in the fight 

against extremism, it said.
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Organisers have invited nearly 

130 experts, and representatives of 

the five permanent members of the 

UN Security Council, the European 

Economic Area, the UN, the EU, 

Europol, the Organisation for Security 

and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

and NATO. The event will comprise 

three sessions, all of them significant 

in terms of a priority area of Hungarian 

foreign policy, namely the Western 

Balkans, from where several important 

organisations have been invited, the 

ministry said. The conference is one 

in a series of events being held ahead 

of the second United Nations High-

level Conference of Heads of Counter-

Terrorism Agencies of Member States, 

to be held in June 2020 in New York.

rOSAtOM tO HOSt 
INterNAtIONAL FOrUM IN 
S HUNGArY

Russia’s state-owned nuclear energy giant 

Rosatom will organise an international 

forum and exhibition in Pécs, in 

southern Hungary, on November 6-7. 

The conference will have on its agenda 

issues around sustainable development 

as well as the role of nuclear energy and 

other, low-emission fuels in fighting 

climate change. According to a statement 

from the Russian company, participants 

will also discuss safe ways of further 

developing nuclear technology, and the 

significance of conveying those results to 

the public. The forum will be attended 

by nuclear and environmental experts, 

government officials and representatives 

of professional organisations.

VODAFONe LAUNcHeS 
FIrSt 5G SerVIce IN 
bUDAPeSt

Vodafone Magyarország launched 

Hungary’s first 5G retail service covering 

central Budapest on Thursday. Attending 

the ceremony, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó spoke highly of Vodafone’s 20-year 

history and welcomed that the company 

takes a significant role in promoting 5G 

technology. Vodafone CEO Amanda 

Nelson said that the group has nearly 

700 million customers worldwide, and 

is committed to using cutting-edge 

technology to their benefit.

HUNGArY, QAtAr 
OLYMPIc ctteeS SIGN 
cOOPerAtION PAct

The Hungarian Olympic Committee 

(MOB) has signed a cooperation 

agreement with the Qatar Olympic 

Committee (QOC), MOB said on 

its website. The agreement was 

signed by MOB President Krisztián 

Kulcsár and QOC President Sheikh 

Joan bin Hamad bin Khalifa al-

Thani in Doha. “The agreement is 

an important step in terms of our 

international relations, given that 

Qatar’s ruling emir Sheikh Tamim 

bin Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani has 

been a member of the International 

Olympic Committee since 2002 

and the country has considerable 

influence on sports in the region,” 

Kulcsár told mob.hu. “There are a 

number of areas in which we see 

an opportunity to deepen our ties.” 

MOB earlier signed cooperation 

pacts with the Algerian, Australian, 

Czech, Polish, Taiwanese and 

Vietnamese Olympic committees, 

among others. During this year’s 

world fencing championships 

in Budapest, the MOB signed an 

agreement with Russia’s national 

Olympic committee. Kulcsár is in 

Doha to attend the World Beach 

Games and the general assembly 

of the Association of National 

Olympic Committees (ANOC). Last 

Sunday he signed a cooperation 

agreement with the national 

Olympic committee of Kuwait.


