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In the ballot a total of 1.8 million people voted for Fidesz-KDNP across the country as against 1.36 million supporting the 

opposition, Lajos Kósa told public news channel M1, commenting on the outcome of Sunday’s vote. “This gives the ruling 

alliance a comfortable majority,” he said, adding that Fidesz and KDNP would accept such a result in any general election. 

“It has also become evident that Hungary is a democracy,” said Kósa, who is also deputy leader of Fidesz. 

Speaking to public Kossuth radio, Kósa said Fidesz has won cities where it had earlier thought a victory impossible, adding, 

however, that the party has at the same time lost districts it had held before. Commenting on future cooperation with 

newly elected Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony, Kósa said Fidesz was looking forward to seeing his programme. He said 

Karácsony in his campaign had pledged new hospitals and a “climate-forest”, issues that are not the Budapest municipality’s 

competence. He, however, failed to address such key issues as a congestion fee, managing the city’s operation or waste 

disposal, Kósa added.

The government wants to see further development in all localities, regardless of 
whether they will be governed by the ruling Fidesz-Christian Democratic (KDNP) 
parties or the opposition, Fidesz’s campaign chief for the local elections has said.

GOVT ‘WANTS FURTHER LOCAL DEVELOPMENT’

PM Orbán attends Turkic Council 
meeting in Baku

EU affairs ministers meet in 
Luxembourg

World Water Summit gets under way 
in Budapest

Business assoc IPOSZ organises 
intl conference on digitalisation, 
robotisation in Budapest
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SZIJJÁRTÓ WELCOMES 
POLISH RULING PARTY’S 
ELECTION VICTORY

The victory of Poland’s ruling Law 

and Justice (PiS) party at Sunday’s 

general election is of great importance 

“and the best of news” to Hungary, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said. 

According to the first results published 

on Monday morning, PiS won with 

49.3% of the vote, comfortably ahead 

of the Civic Platform (22.3%) and the 

Democratic Left Alliance (10.9%). 

Commenting on the results, Szijjártó 

noted that “very serious procedures” 

are under way against Hungary and 

Poland in the European Union. It 

seems Hungary “will continue to 

have an ally we can always count on” 

in those procedures, he said. Hungary 

and Poland could only count on one 

another in the most difficult situations, 

Szijjártó said.

ORBÁN HIGHLIGHTS 
OPPORTUNITIES IN 
HUNGARIAN-AZERI 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION

The next step in advancing Hungarian-

Azeri relations is boosting economic 

cooperation between the two 

countries, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said in Baku after meeting Azeri 

President Ilham Aliyev. At the talks with 

Aliyev in the presidential palace, Orbán 

said Hungary has already launched 

investment projects in Azerbaijan, 

adding that the opportunities for 

further bilateral cooperation looked 

“very promising”. The prime minister 

added that it was always an honour 

for Hungarians to visit Baku, expressing 

his appreciation for the Azeri people’s 

positive attitude towards Hungarians. 

Orbán and Aliyev also discussed 

current European affairs.

Orbán is in Baku for a meeting 

of the Turkic Council to be held on 

Tuesday. The Turkic Council’s founding 

members are Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. Hungary has 

had observer status in the organisation 

since 2018.

SNEIDER: JOBBIK ‘BACK ON 
TRACK’

Tamás Sneider, leader of Hungary’s 

opposition nationalist Jobbik, has 

hailed his party’s performance in 

the local elections as its best ever 

showing in a local ballot, saying that 

after a difficult period Jobbik was 

“back on track”. By winning as many 

local council seats as it has, Jobbik has 

demonstrated its resilience, Sneider 

said. He said the local election proved 

that the government’s “arrogance” 

could be combatted and that it was 

worth voting against ruling Fidesz. 

Sneider congratulated Gergely 

Karácsony, the joint opposition 

candidate for Budapest mayor, on 

his election victory and expressed 

hope that Budapest would become a 

“greener and politically more peaceful” 

city in the future. He also congratulated 

his party’s mayoral candidates who 

won their respective races in Eger, 

Dunaújváros, Szentes, Jászberény, Encs, 

Ózd, Tapolca and Törökszentmiklós. 

Jobbik deputy leader Gábor Staudt 

said Fidesz was “past the height of 

its power” and had “started to go 

downhill”.

GYURCSÁNY: NO 
ALTERNATIVE 
TO OPPOSITION 
COOPERATION

Commenting on the outcome of 

Hungary’s 2019 local elections, 

Ferenc Gyurcsány, leader of the 

leftist Democratic Coalition (DK), said 

there was “no alternative” to a broad 

cooperation between the country’s 

opposition parties. Gyurcsány told a 

press conference that Sunday’s ballot 

had made it clear that “the majority 

of the country wants change and has 

had enough of [ruling] Fidesz.” If the 

opposition plays its cards right, it can 

restore the country to the people 

in 2022, he added. Describing the 

election outcome as “the beginning 

of Fidesz’s Waterloo”, the party leader 

urged the opposition politicians who 

won their respective races to reveal to 

the public what the ruling parties had 

done with Hungary’s cities, towns and 

villages and “how Fidesz squandered 

the resources and opportunities of the 

various municipalities”.

He also called on the opposition 

mayors to prove that it was also 

possible to serve the country in an 

honest way. “The deceitful regime of 

the System of National Cooperation 

failed on Sunday,” the former prime 
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minister said. “They ignored, mocked, 

blackmailed and threatened us yet not 

only are we still here but we have won.” 

He said it was time for democrats to 

“lift their heads and believe that it’s 

worth fighting and there’s a chance 

for victory”.

Speaking about his own party, 

Gyurcsány said DK had significantly 

increased its number of councillors 

and mayors. Asked which political 

formation could turn out to be the 

leading force of the opposition, 

he said all opposition parties had 

their own legitimate leadership and 

none of them wanted to be led by 

someone else. Gyurcsány said the 

most important thing the opposition 

needed was cooperation rather than 

a leading party. Asked to comment on 

the reasons behind the opposition’s 

strong performance on Sunday, he 

said “even dictatorships that are more 

dishonest and filthier than this one 

reach their eleventh hour”, adding that 

it was hard to tell “when the moment 

will come when the people wake up”.

ORBÁN, ERDOĞAN 
DISCUSS BILATERAL, 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán discussed bilateral and 

international affairs with Turkish 

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan in 

Baku, the PM’s press chief said. At the 

talks, Erdoğan expressed his gratitude 

for Hungary’s recent opening of the 

Turkic Council’s first European office 

in Budapest, Bertalan Havasi told 

MTI. The two leaders also discussed 

the expansion of bilateral relations. 

Orbán said he was looking forward 

to the upcoming Hungarian-Turkish 

government summit to be held in 

Budapest on November 7. Erdoğan 

also thanked Orbán for the support 

Hungary has provided Turkey on the 

international stage. Orbán and Erdoğan 

were in agreement that the renovated 

16th-century tomb of Gül Baba, a 

dervish, a poet and soldier sent to 

Buda in 1541 by Sultan Suleiman, was a 

popular destination for both Turks and 

Hungarians in Budapest, Havasi said.

VARGA: AIIB MEMBERSHIP 
STRENGTHENS HUNGARY’S 
ECONOMIC TIES

Hungary’s membership in the Asian 

Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB) since 2017 has strengthened 

the country’s global financial and 

economic ties and helped Hungarian 

companies’ access to Asian markets, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said. 

After meeting AIIB President Jin Liqun, 

Varga said Hungarian companies 

could receive special roles in the AIIB’s 

infrastructure-development and water 

management projects, the finance 

ministry said in a statement. The AIIB 

is one of the world’s most significant 

recently established development 

banks which has financed investment 

projects totalling over 8 billion dollars, 

he said. AIIB representatives said 

they would primarily strengthen 

cooperation in Hungarian companies 

expanding abroad and the possibility 

of opening a regional office in 

Budapest was also discussed, he 

added. Developments financed by AIIB 

support Hungarian export expansion 

and contribute to the implementation 

of the new Silk Road scheme, he said.

WORLD WATER SUMMIT 
TO ATTRACT OVER 2,300 
GUESTS 

The World Water Summit, to start in 

Budapest on Tuesday, is expected 

to draw over 2,300 participants 

from a record 118 nations, the chief 

organiser told MTI. Over 30 ministerial 

delegations, head of international 

organisations and multilateral financial 

institutions and water experts will 

discuss ways to prevent a global water 

crisis, Istvan Joó, state secretary at the 

foreign ministry, said. The three-day 

summit will be accompanied by 16 

fringe events, including an exhibition 

with Hungarian innovations expected 

to play a key role in preventing the 

crisis. The summit will be opened by 

Hungarian President János Áder.

HUNGARY TO RECEIVE 
FILES OF WW2 POWS HELD 
IN SOVIET CAMPS

Hungary will receive the identification 

documents of 600,000 prisoners of 

wars held in Soviet camps during 

and after World War Two in line with 

an agreement reached within the 

Russian-Hungarian archival mixed 

committee, the deputy head of the 

Federal Archival Agency of Russia 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu4

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Zoltán Straky (Duna)

OCTOBER 15, 2019
MORNING ISSUE AM

(Rosarchiv) said. Deputy House Speaker 

János Latorcai told the meeting of the 

mixed committee in parliament that 

600,000 Hungarians had been held as 

prisoners of war and forced labourers 

in the Soviet Union after the war 

and their fate had become a taboo 

during the communist regime. The 

files concerned were made partially 

accessible in 1992 and later in 1998, but 

the mixed committee has now reached 

a milestone, he said, adding that most 

of the documents will be transferred 

to Hungary and the entire archive will 

become accessible to researchers and 

later to all those interested.

SZIJJÁRTÓ MEETS TURKIC 
COUNCIL FOREIGN 
MINISTERS IN BAKU

Trade between Hungary and the 

countries of the Turkic Council has 

doubled over the past ten years to 

reach four billion dollars, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó told public 

media in Baku where he attended 

a meeting of the council’s foreign 

ministers. Hungary has opened a 

577 million euro credit line with 

Eximbank to finance corporate 

cooperation between Hungary 

and the council members, Turkey, 

Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, 

the minister said. Hungarian 

companies in the pharmaceutical, 

water management, logistics and 

construction sectors will see new 

opportunities opening up in the 

region, he added. Ties with the 

region are also strengthened by 

the 705 students from the member 

states studying in Hungary with 

government grants, Szijjártó noted. On 

the sidelines of the meeting, Szijjártó 

attended a business forum and held 

bilateral talks with foreign ministers 

Elmar Mammadyarov of Azerbaijan, 

Abdulaziz Kamilov of Uzbekistan and 

Mukhtar Tileuberdi of Kazakhstan.

INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT 
EDGES UP 0.3% IN AUGUST

Hungary’s industrial output edged 

up by an annual 0.3% in August, 

according to a second reading of 

data released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) on Monday. Adjusted for 

the number of workdays, industrial 

output was up 2.7%. For the period 

January-August, industrial output 

rose by an annual 5.6%. Year-on-year 

output of the automotive sector, an 

engine of industrial growth, edged 

up 2.0% in August, slowing sharply 

from the previous month, KSH said. 

Output of the sector, which accounts 

for about 25% of total manufacturing 

output, had jumped by 34.6% year on 

year in July, albeit from a low base. 

Output of the computer, electronics 

and optical equipment sector, 

which accounts for around 13% of 

manufacturing output, increased 

by an annual 5.9% in August. At the 

same time, output of food, drink and 

tobacco products, generating 12% of 

manufacturing output, declined by 

3.2%. Export volume of the industrial 

sector increased by an annual 2.0% in 

August as exports of the automotive 

sector rose by 13.7% and exports of 

the computer, electronics and optical 

equipment sector climbed 6.6%. 

Domestic sales of the industrial sector 

dropped 1.3%.


