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“Miskolc should try and stay on the winning side,” the prime minister said. He called on local residents to choose between 

election candidates based on their personal experience “rather than on my political comments” and vote for capable 

deputies and a suitable mayor. Orbán said there was “no need” for him to tour the country before the upcoming municipal 

elections, adding, however, that he was visiting Miskolc because that city “is a cause of honour”. He voiced support for 

Zoltán Alakszai, the ruling parties’ candidate for mayor. Orbán praised the achievements of Ákos Kriza, Miskolc’s outgoing 

mayor, who he said “has done a fantastic job”. “Kriza’s legacy should not be destroyed; let us not allow this city to become 

an opposition stronghold, and the achievements of previous years devastated by political fights,” he said. Under Kriza, the 

city has seen job-creating investments and has become “twice as safe” as before, Orbán said. If the mayor “is somebody 

I can cooperate with we will certainly complete the projects that will make the city not only safe but beautiful”, he said.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in an interview to the local television of Miskolc, in 
northern Hungary, said local residents should cooperate if they wish to see investment 
and development projects in the city.
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OrbÁN: OPPOSItION 
MISKOLc MAYOr ‘WOULD 
be ADVerSArY tO GOVt’

Should a candidate of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) win 

the mayoral election in the city of 

Miskolc, in northern Hungary, they 

will “necessarily be an adversary to 

the government”, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said in a local television 

interview. The prime minister argued 

that DK’s logic was to “fight a large 

political battle rather than focus 

on local affairs, developments, or 

promoting the interests of locals”. 

He said local residents should “fight 

for the city” rather than against the 

government and vote for a mayor 

willing to “cooperate with the 

government in the city’s interest”.

GOVt SPOX: HUNGArY 
bAcKS QUOtA FOr 
SeNDING bAcK MIGrANtS 
bUt AGAINSt MANDAtOrY 
SettLeMeNt

The introduction of migrant quotas 

once again threatens European cities 

and the Hungarian government 

maintains the position that the only 

acceptable quota is for sending 

back migrants, government 

spokesman István Hollik said. Hollik 

cited a statement by European 

Commissioner for Migration, Home 

Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris 

Avramopoulos who again urged 

member states on Tuesday to 

approve a migration quota included 

in a recent Maltese agreement. Hollik 

told a press conference that the 

Hungarian government would not 

yield to pressure and will not approve 

a mandatory settlement quota. 

“Instead of bringing in migrants, 

people who have come illegally 

must be removed from the territory 

of Europe,” he said.

The commissioner’s remarks only 

confirm that the outgoing European 

Commission in Brussels plans to 

spend its last days in office trying to 

push through the mandatory migrant 

quota, Hollik said. The approval and 

expansion of the Maltese quota 

agreement only serves to force 

member states and the EC to follow a 

predefined path, he added.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: GreAt 
OPPOrtUNItIeS IN 
HUNGArY-brAZIL 
ecONOMIc cOOPerAtION

Economic ties between Brazil and 

Hungary hold great opportunities, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told a 

Hungarian-Brazilian business forum 

in São Paulo. The two governments 

approach the “great dilemmas of 

world politics” similarly, and so no 

open questions weigh on bilateral ties, 

Szijjártó said. Brazil is Hungary’s second 

largest economic partner in South 

America, Szijjártó said, with trade 

reaching 430 million dollars annually. 

Some 50 Hungarian companies 

operate in the country in high value-

added sectors, he added. Szijjártó 

noted that roughly one-third of Brazil’s 

GDP is generated in São Paulo.

The minister said several 

agreements have been reached 

to facilitate food exports and the 

introduction of Hungarian water 

management technologies in Brazil. 

He welcomed that a Hungarian 

company could get a contract to 

supply all Brazilian McDonald’s 

restaurants with cheese products. 

Szijjártó added that Hungarian 

companies wishing to partake in 

Brazilian wastewater treatment 

projects have received 165 million 

forints (EUR 495,000) in funding. 

Hungary has an interest in the 

fastest possible implementation of 

a free trade agreement between the 

European Union and South America’s 

Mercosur trading bloc, Szijjártó said, 

noting that the deal could provide 

new export opportunities to 

Hungarian businesses in the South 

American market. Meanwhile, he 

said Brazil devotes special attention 

to environmental protection and 

is counting on Hungary’s forestry 

know-how when it comes to the 

preservation of the Amazon region.

Following the business forum, 

Szijjártó held talks with the president 

of the Federation of São Paulo’s State 

Industrialists, Paulo Skaf.

OrbÁN tO Meet MAcrON 
IN PArIS ON FrIDAY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán is 

scheduled to hold talks with French 

President Emmanuel Macron in Paris 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu3

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Zoltán Straky (Duna)

OctOber 9, 2019
MOrNING ISSUe AM

on Friday, according to Magyar Hírlap 

online. The two leaders will meet 

in the Elysée Palace for a working 

lunch at 2pm local time, based on 

information on the French president’s 

official website. The information 

regarding the meeting has been 

confirmed by Orbán’s press chief 

Bertalan Havasi.

beNKŐ: HUNGArIAN ArMY 
tO Set UP reGIONAL 
SPecIAL OPerAtION 
cOMMAND

The Hungarian Armed Forces will 

set up a Regional Special Operations 

Component Command (R-SOCC) 

supported by NATO member countries 

and neighbouring Austria, the defence 

minister said in Győr. The R-SOCC will 

be tasked with ensuring that troops 

serving in central European countries 

maintain peace, Tibor Benkő said in his 

address at a local government office. 

The creation of the command is an 

acknowledgment of the performance 

of the Hungarian special operations 

unit set up in 2003 with the help of 

the United States, he said. Hungarian 

soldiers serving in this unit have earned 

international recognition, Benkő 

said, noting that in Afghanistan their 

command mission duties include 

overseeing US troops, which he said 

was rare in general.

Concerning foreign missions, he 

noted Hungary’s annual contribution 

of more than 2,000 troops to 

peacekeeping missions in Asia and 

Africa. 

HUNGArY cONSUMer 
PrIce INDeX UP 2.8%  
IN SePt

Hungary’s consumer price index 

increased by an annual 2.8% in 

September, while prices were 0.1% 

higher compared with August, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

The price of alcohol, tobacco and 

food increased significantly in the 

past year, with spirits and tobacco 

averaging increases of 8.4% while food 

prices went up by 5.1%. In January-

September, consumer prices rose on 

average by an annual 3.3%. Seasonally 

adjusted core inflation rose by 3.9% in 

September from a year earlier and by 

0.4% month on month.

bUDGet DeFIcIt 30.4% 
/ FY tArGet AFter SePt 
SUrPLUS

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, ran a 303.6 

billion forint (EUR 910.9m) deficit at 

the end of September, reaching 30.4% 

of the 998.4 billion full-year target, a 

preliminary release of data by the 

Finance Ministry shows.

The ministry noted that 464.4 billion 

forints of transfers from Brussels 

had arrived in September, giving 

the general government a monthly 

surplus of 207.2 billion forints. In spite 

of the September windfall, European 

transfers for January-September, at 

931.7 billion forints, were still short of 

the 1,077.4 billion of central budget 

payouts for EU-funded projects as the 

government continued to pre-finance 

such investments.

The ministry said revenue from 

VAT stood at 77.5% of the full-year 

target at the end of September. 

Revenue from personal income 

tax and from payroll tax reached 

75.2% and 73.5% of the respective 

full-year targets, it added. The full-

year general government deficit, 

calculated according to the EU’s 

accrual-based accounting rules, 

“remains achievable”, it added.

cHIeF Vet: tHOUSANDS 
OF WILD bOArS HAVe 
cONtrActeD SWINe FLU 
SINce APrIL 2018

Some 2,000 wild boars have 

contracted African swine fever 

(ASF) in Hungary since the disease 

was detected in the country in April 

2018, the chief veterinary officer 

said. Lajos Bognár told public 

television that the infected areas 

had grown at the end of summer, 

and more areas are expected to be 

declared infected in Jász-Nagykun-

Szolnok and Hajdú-Bihar counties 

in central and eastern Hungary. In 

September, the virus killed hundreds 

of wild boars in a fenced-off game 

park in Budakeszi, near Budapest, 

Bognár said. Since live hogs have 

not yet been affected, Serbia has 

recently lifted a ban on unprocessed 

Hungarian pork, Bognár said, with a 

health certificate to be attached to 

every delivery.


