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Szijjártó called the “attacks” levelled at Johnson by the international media “unjust”. Hungary’s interest is to eliminate 

all factors that might stand in the way of further cooperation, he said. “We have seen the challenges that the European 

media’s pressure on the US president have created in European-US relations,” he said, adding: “It would be good to avoid 

that this time.”

Referring to British press speculation that Johnson had asked certain EU countries, including Hungary, to veto any extension 

to the Brexit deadline, Szijjártó said: “We have read the rumours about this but the Hungarian government has not been 

approached with such a request.”  

Szijjártó said he had met more than thirty company heads during his visit to London, and, based on the talks, “we can safely 

say that British investors are very satisfied with the investment environment in Hungary”. They appreciated, he added, one 

of the lowest corporate taxes in Europe and policies that cut red tape and promote investment.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s work to fulfil the will of the British people as expressed 
in a referendum should command respect rather than resulting in attacks, Foreign 
Minister Peter Szijjártó has said.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: DON’t AttAcK JOHNSON

Áder ceremonially appoints csaba 
Kandrács to central bank deputy 
governor 

Hungarian economic Association 
conference with budget council 

Germany’s buerkle group opens  
new assembly plant in Debrecen
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Organ grinder in Budapest’s newly revamped Podmaniczky Frigyes Square
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SZIJJÁrtÓ: rIGHtS OF 
HUNGArIANS IN UK MUSt 
be UPHeLD

Concerning the rights of Hungarians 

living in the UK, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said they must not be 

infringed after Brexit. Hungary’s aim is 

to maintain an earlier agreement which 

states that, regardless of the form of 

Brexit, citizens’ rights must be mutually 

guaranteed regardless of whether they 

live in the EU or in the UK. “We have 

done our homework because we 

approved a package of laws this year 

that guarantees the rights of Brits living 

in Hungary regardless of the outcome 

of the Brexit process,” Szijjártó said.

The UK government has decided 

that all EU citizens who live legally 

and permanently in the UK can stay 

in the country after Brexit and maintain 

their extant rights, but they must apply 

to the British Home Office in order to 

receive permanent resident status. 

According to latest ministry figures, 

over 1.5 million people have applied for 

permanent residence, almost 40,000 

of them Hungarian. Several diplomatic 

missions in London recently indicated 

that various problems had emerged 

recently. Polish Ambassador Arkady 

Rzegocki told BBC that the embassy 

had been notified by Polish citizens 

that they had received only preliminary 

permanent resident status despite 

having lived in the UK for ten years or 

longer.

Answering a question about 

whether the Hungarian government 

had any similar information, 

Szijjártó said no such reports had 

been forthcoming. But if such 

reports are received, the ministerial 

commissioner in charge of handling 

the consequences of Brexit will contact 

the British authorities, he said. Hungary 

would immediately intervene because 

it is considered a priority that the 

extant rights of Hungarians living 

and studying in the UK are respected, 

he added. The minister said that no 

British prime minister, since the Brexit 

referendum, had questioned the UK 

living up to these obligations.

In London, Szijjártó had talks with 

Dominic Raab, the foreign minister, and 

Steve Barclay, the minister overseeing 

Brexit.

tArLÓS cOMFOrtAbLY 
AHeAD

István Tarlós, the incumbent mayor 

of Budapest, remains comfortably 

ahead of his main rival in a poll by 

Századvég in advance of the Oct. 

13 local election. The majority of 

Budapest residents see Tarlós as 

being more capable of managing 

the city in all key areas, while the left-

wing candidate, Gergely Karácsony, 

is regarded as an inexperienced 

political chancer. According to 

Századvég, three-quarters of the 

capital’s electorate expect Tarlós 

to win the Sunday election. Even a 

majority of left-wing voters do not 

see Karácsony’s chances as being 

high. “This has a demoralising effect 

on left-liberal voters,” the think-tank 

said. Among decided voters, Tarlós 

had the support of 51% of the voters 

while Karácsony had the backing of 

43% of Századvég’s respondents. Self-

publicists Róbert Puzsér and Krisztián 

Berki were on 5% and 1% respectively, 

the pollster added.

KArÁcSONY: eU tO bOOSt 
DIrect FUNDING FOr 
LOcALItIeS

The new European Commission 

assuming office in November plans 

to increase direct funding for towns 

and villages, distributed not on a 

political basis but on the quality 

of their programmes, opposition 

mayoral candidate for Budapest 

Gergely Karácsony said on Thursday 

after meeting European Union officials. 

Karácsony said he had met Frans 

Timmermans, the executive vice 

president-designate of the EC in charge 

of climate protection, and assured him 

that after the local elections Budapest 

would boost its role in the fight against 

climate change. He said he had also 

met Nicolas Schmit, the commissioner 

designate for job creation, President 

of the European Committee of 

the Regions Karl-Heinz Lambertz, 

President of the Party of European 

Socialists Sergei Stanishev, leader of 

the Progressive Alliance of Socialists 

and Democrats Iratxe Garcia Perez, and 

the secretary general of Eurocities.

Fidesz MEP Tamás Deutsch said 

in Brussels that Karácsony was 

“completely unfit” for the job as, 

ten days before the elections, he 
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was lobbying to ensure that EU 

development funds for Hungary 

were kept to a minimum, and this 

would make all Hungarians worse off. 

Deutsch told Hungarian journalists 

that Karácsony was in Brussels 

“meeting pro-migration politicians” 

just before the election rather than 

meeting Budapest residents. He said 

a candidate who met Timmermans, 

“one of the leaders of the left-wing 

pro-migration forces”, proved that 

Karácsony was not vying for the post 

of Budapest mayor but to represent 

European and Hungarian pro-

migration political forces.

FIDeSZ: PrOHIbItING 
ILLeGAL MIGrAtION KeY 
tO SAVING LIVeS

The way to save the lives of potential 

migrants is to prohibit illegal migration 

into Europe, Fidesz MEP Balázs 

Hidvéghi said in Brussels. Speaking to 

Hungarian reporters after a hearing 

of the European Parliament’s civil 

liberties committee (LIBE) focusing 

on migration, Hidvéghi said Hungary 

must devote all of its strength and 

attention to protecting itself from “very 

dangerous people and very dangerous 

efforts” supporting immigration. 

Pro-migrant forces have made no 

concession whatsoever and have not 

given up their plans, he said, adding 

that they are exerting pressure on the 

opponents of migration.

At the hearing, Michael Shotter, the 

European Commission’s director for 

migration and protection, urged the EC 

to act in unison to prevent criminal action 

against civil groups aiding migrants.

Hidvéghi branded the session as 

“a hypocritical, unacceptable and an 

extremist sham”. He accused committee 

members of portraying the captain of 

a ship carrying migrants -- which he 

referred to as the “Soros ship” -- as a 

hero “even if that person was a political 

activist who had helped at least three 

dangerous criminals get to Italy and 

thus to Europe.”  The session was also 

aimed at forcing Europeans to accept 

immigration and duly observe the 

instructions of Brussels, Hidvéghi said. 

“We must remain calm and firm and 

use the strength stemming from the 

mandate handed to us by Hungarians 

to protect Hungary,” he said.

ÁDer: V4 WANtS 
MAINteNANce OF eU 
cOHeSION AND FArM 
POLIcY

The presidents of the four Visegrad 

Group countries have agreed that 

European Union cohesion and farm 

funds should be maintained in the 

2021-2027 budget cycle, János Áder, 

Hungary’s head of state, said in Lány, 

near Prague, on Thursday. Speaking at 

an international news conference after 

a summit of Visegrad presidents, Áder 

said that it was agreed that cohesion 

and agricultural funds “should not be 

changed and we should have the same 

resources as before”. It is in the interest 

of both the EU and “new” EU member 

states to close the development gap 

between them, the president said.

KÖVÉr: eStONIA 
‘IMPOrtANt, FrIeNDLY 
ALLY’ 

Estonia is among Hungary’s “very 

important friendly partners and 

allies” in the European Union and 

NATO, Speaker of Parliament László 

Kövér said on Thursday during talks 

with Estonian counterpart Henn 

Polluaas, the parliament press office 

said. “Our countries are developing 

even closer cooperation in light of 

similarities in our recent histories 

and the current challenges we 

face,” Kövér said. “As well as sharing 

identical values, we are also bound 

by the closeness of our languages,” 

he added.

Polluaas said Hungarians and 

Estonians had battled with similar 

historical hardships, adding that 

whereas the suppressed people 

of Estonia had not been able 

to stand up for Hungarians in 

1956, they had nevertheless 

shared sympathy with Hungarian 

freedom-fighters.

Both speakers said parliamentary 

relations between the two 

countries were satisfactory, 

the statement said. They were 

in agreement that closer links 

should be developed in work in 

committees on defence, foreign 

affairs and European affairs in order 

to “coordinate the responses given 

to current challenges” and “protect 

traditional European values and 

interests”.
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SeMJÉN SeeS ‘eNOrMOUS 
POteNtIAL’ IN 
HUNGArIAN-SerbIAN 
cOOPerAtION IN tOUrISM 

Hungary-Serbian cooperation in 

tourism has “enormous potential”, 

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén 

said in Novi Sad (Újvidék), in northern 

Serbia, at the LORIST international 

fair for hunting, fishing, tourism and 

sports. Hungary, a guest of honour, 

is showing at two stands at the 

fair. A 50sqm stand at the hunting 

and fishing exhibition is meant to 

promote the 2021 World Hunting 

and Nature Expo, to be hosted by 

Budapest. The other, 200sqm stand 

is at the tourism exhibition, which 

opened on Thursday. Speaking of the 

2021 Hungarian expo, where Serbia 

will be a major guest, Semjén said 

that Hungary has invited over 150 

countries to participate. The events 

will focus on “showcasing the great 

hunting and game farming culture 

of Hungary ... and central Europe,” 

he said. The expo will also feature 

related topics such as equestrian 

sports, archery, gastronomy shows 

and others, he said.

State secretary Zoltán Kovács, 

the commissioner responsible for 

organising the expo, noted that 

besides Budapest, the towns of 

Vásárosnamény, Hatvan, Gödöllő and 

Keszthely will host complementary 

events. 

On the sidelines of the event, Semjén 

met Serbian government officials 

to discuss cooperation in wellness 

tourism and hunting, fishing and 

outdoors tourism. Calling Hungarian-

Serbian relations “excellent”, Semjén 

said that the European Union’s 

enlargement is one of Hungary’s 

priorities. The aim is that Serbia should 

become a full member of the EU, he 

said.

HUNGArY rOLLS 
OUt NeW VArIetY OF 
PerFOrMANce-LINKeD eU 
GrANt

Hungary has called its first tender 

for European Union funding in the 

form of a conditionally reimbursable 

grant that links the scale of support 

to efficiency targets. State secretary 

for the utilisation of EU funds 

Balázs Rákossy said 2 billion forints 

(EUR 6.0m) of the conditionally 

reimbursable grants are being offered 

to microbusinesses and SMEs for 

technology upgrades. Applications for 

the funding can be submitted from 

November 21, he added. Companies 

may apply for grants of between 5 

million and 40 million forints for new 

equipment, machinery or technology. 

The degree of improvement at these 

businesses after the investments 

are completed will determine the 

amount of the grant money which 

may be reimbursed. Companies 

that fully meet their targets may not 

have to reimburse any of the grant 

money. Rákossy said more and bigger 

tenders would be called for the type 

of funding in future.

retAIL SALeS GrOW 5.3% 
IN AUG 

Retail sales in Hungary grew by 5.3% 

in August from the same month a year 

earlier, slowing from a 6.9% increase 

in July, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said.  Calendar-adjusted data 

show retail sales were up an annual 

5.8% in August. Adjusted food sales 

were up 3.4%, non-food sales grew 

by 9.8% and vehicle fuel sales were 

up 4.3%. Online and mail order sales 

jumped 46%, but still accounted for 

around 5.6% of total retail sales. Sales 

at petrol stations were up 4.3%. Sales 

of motor vehicles and vehicle parts, 

which are not included in retail sales, 

climbed 14%. In absolute terms, retail 

sales came to 1,076 billion forints (EUR 

3.2bn) in August. In January-August 

retail sales rose by 5.8% according to 

both unadjusted and calendar year-

adjusted data.

Commenting on the data, Péter 

Cseresnyés, state secretary for trade 

policy and consumer protection at the 

innovation and technology ministry, 

said retails sales have been rising 

significantly for over six years now. 

Speaking to public news channel M1, 

the state secretary attributed much 

of the increase in retail sales to rising 

household disposable incomes. This is 

in part thanks to rising wages, which 

has also helped boost household 

savings, he added. ING Bank chief 

analyst Péter Virovácz noted that the 

calendar year-adjusted sales rose at 

the same rate in August as in January-
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August, showing a continuing trend. 

Favourable labour market conditions 

are supporting households’ propensity 

to spend, in spite of the increasing 

uncertainty on external markets, he 

added. Takarékbank senior analyst 

Gergely Suppan augured a 5.8% 

increase in retail sales for the full 

year. Growth could be supported 

both this year and next by a wave of 

home inaugurations and the impact 

of expanded government measures 

supporting families with children, he 

added.

KOPINt-tÁrKI rAISeS 2019 
GDP GrOWtH FOrecASt 
tO 4.8%

Economic research institute Kopint-

Tárki has raised its economic growth 

forecast for Hungary this year to 4.8% 

from 4.5% in a projection released in 

June, CEO Éva Palócz said on Thursday. 

The government’s official projection 

for GDP growth this year is 4%, but 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

earlier that higher-than-expected 

first-half growth of 5.1% could lift full-

year growth to 4.3-4.4%. Kopint-Tárki 

left its GDP growth forecast for 2020 

unchanged at 3.2%.

The institute lowered its forecast 

for annual average inflation this 

year to 3.4 % from 3.5 %. It cut the 

projection for next year to 3.4 % from 

3.7 %. The projection for gross wage 

growth was raised to 10.5 % from 

9.7 %. Kopint-Tárki sees gross wages 

rising by 8.5 % in 2020. Kopint-Tárki 

expects unemployment to drop to 

3.4% this year, and edge down to 3.2 

% next year. The institute forecasts 

the general government deficit at 

1.6% of GDP.

rAKUteN VIber, 
MAStercArD tO 
LAUNcH INStANt MONeY 
trANSFer SerVIce 

Rakuten Viber and payment card 

company Mastercard are partnering 

to launch instant money transfers 

between users of the VoIP and 

instant messaging platform Viber, 

which is premiering its Moneytou 

function in Hungary, allowing users 

with Hungarian-issued bank cards 

to send money to other Viber users 

with a service based on Mastercard’s 

MoneySend technology. The system 

will allow users to transfer up to 

125,000 forints (EUR 374) a month 

but no more than 780,000 forints a 

year. Users are charged a flat fee of 

79 forints per transfer and a 1.5% 

commission on transfers over 3,000 

forints. The flat fee is reduced to 49 

forints on Saturdays.

bUDAPeSt DeSIGN WeeK 
tO OFFer OVer 250 
eVeNtS

The Budapest Design Week, to be held 

between October 4 and 13, will offer 

over 250 events in the capital and other 

locations, organisers said. Guests of 

honour this year will be Estonia, Latvia 

and Lithuania, curator Judit Osvárt said. 

The 16th Design Week will offer events 

for professionals as well as exhibitions, 

workshops, lectures and design tours 

for the public. Some 150 programmes 

will be held in Budapest, and the rest in 

Debrecen, Eger, Győr, Pécs, Sopron and 

Veszprém, she said.  The programme 

will focus on the concept of “flow”, 

Osvárt said.


