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“This is a major milestone in preparations,” the minister said in Moscow after meeting Rosatom chief executive Alexey 

Likhachev. “Now, more than 300 permits have been obtained, including the important environmental permit.” The first three 

of the support buildings for construction have been granted a building permit and the first of these, the main contractor’s 

office building, is being built, he noted, adding that the timetable for elaborating the 300,000-page development licence 

– to be submitted to the licensing authority next summer – is well on track. “Nuclear energy is crucial for Hungary’s 

competitiveness in terms of the country’s environmental commitments,” he said. Szijjártó visited Moscow to attend the 

Russian Energy Week forum and participated in a roundtable on nuclear energy.

After a meeting with Gazprom chief executive Alexei Miller, Szijjártó said that all gas storage reserves in Hungary are fully 

topped up, guaranteeing domestic supplies for the winter. He said 6.3 billion cubic meters of gas is now being stored in 

Hungarian gas storage facilities. 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has welcomed approval of the technical 
plan for the expansion of the country’s sole nuclear power station at Paks.
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SZIJJÁrtÓ cALLS FOr 
SPeeDY eU AcceSSION  
OF MONteNGrO, SerbIA

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó has called for Serbia and 

Montenegro’s accession procedure 

into the European Union to be 

speeded up. Speaking at a podium 

discussion of the Warsaw Security 

Forum, he said the two countries 

are “basically” ready to join the bloc, 

which is also in the EU’s political, 

economic and security interest. The 

minister said the EU needs a “success 

story”, and a speedy accession would 

be “good news” in today’s “rather 

turbulent” economic and political 

climate. “We disagree with the 

European Commission’s stance that 

no enlargement should be undertaken 

until 2025,” he said.

HIDVÉGHI: GYUrcSÁNY 
WANtS tO StrIP 
HUNGArIANS OF eU 
FUNDING

Ferenc Gyurcsány, the leader of the 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK), 

wants changes to the way European 

Union monies are distributed such 

that localities willing to settle migrants 

would get access to the funds while 

the rest of Hungary would be frozen 

out, Balázs Hidvéghi, a ruling Fidesz 

MEP, told Hungarian journalists in 

Brussels. Hidvéghi said the essence 

of DK’s proposal was that localities 

refusing to accept migrants would 

lose EU funding. He insisted that the 

“pro-immigration opposition” would 

dismantle Hungary’s fence at the 

southern border and allow illegal 

migrants to enter the country, adding 

that it also supported a quota-based 

system for distributing migrants. “If it 

was up to them, it is not in Hungary 

that they’d decide how many migrants 

settle in Budapest or other Hungarian 

cities but in Brussels,” he said.

NeW ScIeNce PArK tO be 
Set UP At bUDAPeSt tecH 
UNIVerSItY

The Budapest University of Technology 

and Economics (BME) has been 

chosen as the home of one of the 

eight so-called university science 

parks to be set up across Hungary, the 

innovation and technology minister 

said. The government has made it a 

goal for Hungary to deliver world-

class developments to high-tech 

technologies in addition to using 

those technologies, László Palkovics 

told a press conference, adding that 

the creation of the science parks 

was meant to advance this goal. The 

investments carried out in Hungary 

over the last 8-10 years have all 

generated structural economic 

changes and developments, the 

minister said. This, he said, was one of 

the main reasons why the Hungarian 

economy was growing significantly 

above the average European Union 

rate. Talks are ongoing between 

the government and BME on the 

infrastructural, financial and legal 

aspects of the establishment of its 

science park, Palkovics said.

FIDeSZ: KArÁcSONY MUSt 
PUbLISH INFO ON HIS 
DIStrIct’S FINANceS 

Gergely Karácsony, opposition 

candidate for Budapest mayor and 

incumbent mayor of the city’s 14th 

district, must reveal information on 

the finances of his district under a 

Tuesday court ruling, the Budapest 

spokesman of ruling Fidesz has said. 

Barna Pál Zsigmond said his party 

had sued Karácsony after the district 

mayor failed to answer their question 

concerning the district’s payables and 

receivables, and added that the court 

confirmed that the data requested 

were public information. “District 14 

is bankrupt, that is what Karácsony 

is trying to conceal,” the spokesman 

insisted, adding that “Karácsony’s 

inaptitude has ruined the district 

budget”.

GOVt OFFIcIAL: NAtIONAL 
MINOrItY bODIeS cAN 
bID FOr HUF 1.6 bN  
IN SUPPOrt  

Hungary’s minority self-governments, 

institutions and civil organisations 

can bid for funds worth 1.6 billion 

forints (EUR 4.7m) in support of 

their activities, the state secretary in 

charge of minority relations said. The 

support is aimed at helping national 

minorities to preserve their language, 

culture and religion, Miklós Soltész 
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said. Applications can be submitted 

for funds to support the operation 

of institutions, cultural activities and 

camps in Hungary, he said.

GALLUS INAUGUrAteS 
HUF 1.2 bN UPGrADe  
At POULtrY PLANt

Hungarian poultry company Gallus 

inaugurated a 1.2 billion forint (EUR 

3.6m) upgrade at its base in Sárvár, 

in north-western Hungary. Gallus 

renovated its slaughterhouse, 

replacing 90% of machinery and 

boosting the level of automisation. 

It also built a refrigerated warehouse. 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga, 

speaking at the inauguration, noted 

the investment was supported by a 

290 million forint government grant. 

Managing director István Szabó said 

the group plans to raise some 83 

million broiler chickens this year, nearly 

one-third of broiler chicken output for 

the whole country. The group exports 

50-60% of its chicken products and 

sells the rest locally in big supermarket 

chains, he added. Gallus had revenue 

of 40 billion forints last year.

tHYSSeNKrUPP breAKS 
GrOUND FOr HUF 17.4 bN 
cAMSHAFt PLANt

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics on Wednesday 

attended the groundbreaking 

ceremony of the German 

thyssenkrupp corporation which 

is constructing a 17.4 billion forints 

(EUR 43.8m) camshaft plant in 

Pécs, southwest Hungary. The 

government is supporting the 

investment, which will create 200 

jobs, with a 5.57 billion forint grant, 

the minister said. The plant will start 

operating in 2020 and could reach 

full capacity in 2022. Managing 

director for thyssenkrupp’s local 

unit Marc de Bastos Eckstein said the 

company had invested more than 

50 billion forints in its business in 

Hungary over the years.

SerbIAN NAtIONAL JAILeD 
FOr DrUG trAFFIcKING

A Szeged appellate court sentenced 

in a binding ruling a Serbian national 

to seven years’ imprisonment for 

drug trafficking. The defendant 

was convicted of attempting to 

smuggle one kilogramme of heroin 

into Austria through Hungary in 

2017.  The Szeged Court of Appeals 

upheld an earlier ruling handed 

down by the local district court. 

Under the same ruling, after serving 

the sentence, the man would be 

expelled from Hungary for seven 

years. The defendant, who was on a 

Serbian bus entering Hungary at the 

Röszke border station, was arrested 

in August 2017 after excise officers 

found almost one kilogramme of 

heroin hidden in two of his bags. In 

his three other bags, the authorities 

found substances used for diluting 

the drugs. Authorities put the street 

value of the drugs at 6 million forints 

(EUR 17,900).

brAZILIAN WOMAN 
INDIcteD ON DrUG 
SMUGGLING cHArGeS

The municipal chief prosecutor’s office 

has pressed charges against a Brazilian 

woman who attempted to smuggle 

cocaine into Hungary. The suspect was 

arrested at Budapest’s international 

Liszt Ferenc Airport on February 10, 

when customs officers discovered 300 

condoms filled with cocaine in her 

luggage, the chief prosecutor, Tibor 

Ibolya, said in a statement. The 31-year-

old woman said she had agreed to act as 

a drug courier due to financial difficulties.

trADe SUrPLUS  
eUr 204 M IN JULY

Hungary’s July trade surplus was 204 

million euros in a second reading of 

data released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH). In KSH’s first reading, the 

July surplus was estimated at 276 

million euros. Revised figures show 

imports increased by an annual 9.2% 

in value terms to 8.862 billion euros, 

while exports rose by 8.3% to 9.066 

billion. The trade surplus narrowed 

by 53 million euros from the same 

month a year earlier. In volume terms, 

exports rose by 8.1%, while imports 

were up 9.6%. Exports of machinery 

and transport equipment grew by 

13% in volume terms. Food, drinks 

and tobacco exports increased by 

5.5%, while energy exports fell by 

16%. Exports of manufactured goods 

increased by 4.8%.


