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Speaking at the conference entitled Inspiring Hungary, Péter Szijjártó revealed further details of a new investment 
incentive system Hungary is rolling out to attract more technology-oriented investments. The Hungarian government 
will offer foreign investors cash subsidies up to 50% of project value in twelve counties, while cutting the ratio to 25% 
in three counties and 15% in another three counties, Szijjártó said. He reiterated that the new system, launched on 
October 1, will not make job creation a condition of support to investment projects if they introduced new technologies. 
The goal is no longer to create workplaces but to strengthen technological development and R&D, he said.
Szijjártó noted that 98 investments with a combined value of 4.3 billion euros had been undertaken in Hungary last 
year, creating a total of 17,000 jobs. So far this year, investments worth 2.4 billion euros have been made in the country, 
with the biggest spenders coming from South Korea, the minister added.

An open global trade is in Hungary’s interest, the minister of foreign affairs and 
trade told a conference in Budapest.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: FREE TRADE IN HUNGARY’S INTEREST
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ORBÁN TO NOMINATE 
DIPLOMAT VÁRHELYI 
FOR EUROPEAN 
COMMISSIONER

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said 
he would nominate ambassador 
Olivér Várhelyi, the head of Hungary’s 
permanent representative office in 
Brussels, as Hungary’s candidate 
for European commissioner. The 
European Parliament’s legal affairs 
committee confirmed on Monday 
that it had rejected Hungary’s initial 
commissioner designate László 
Trócsányi on the grounds that there 
were conflicts of interest between 
the post and the activities of legal 
firm Nagy and Trócsányi. At a joint 
press conference held with Finnish 
Prime Minister Antti Rinne, Orbán 
said in response to a question that 
President-elect of the European 
Commission Ursula von der Leyen 
had asked him to propose a new 
candidate. Orbán said he was in a 
“special situation” considering that 
Trócsányi used to be justice minister 
and he headed ruling Fidesz’s list 
at the European parliamentary 
elections and he was told that he 
would be needed as commissioner 
designate. The Fidesz list received 
53% support from voters and “we 
thought that this would represent 
a strong democratic legitimacy 
which would make it easy for the 
EC president and the EP to make a 
decision,” he added. However, it 
happened differently, Orbán said. “I 

did not reject the president’s request 
but I could not allow others, such as 
the EP, to make their pick among 
Hungarian politicians instead of 
the Hungarian people,” he said. He 
said there has been no change as 
regards the portfolio to be overseen 
by Hungary.

ORBÁN: RULE OF LAW 
 IN HUNGARY ‘MATTER OF 
HONOUR’

The issue of the state of the rule of law 
is not a legal one in Hungary, but rather 
one of honour, Prime Minister Viktor 
Orbán said after talks with his Finnish 
counterpart in Budapest. “Whenever 
someone questions us or the rule of 
law in Hungary, they’re stepping on 
our honour and I would advise them 
to think this over carefully,” Orbán told 
a press conference held jointly with 
Antti Rinne. International relations 
are not built on the idea that “one 
country can insult the other”, but 
rather on mutual respect, Orbán 
added. “I don’t recommend getting 
to the point in Europe where a prime 
minister or one of their officials visits 
another country in the bloc to give 
them an earbashing on the issue of 
the rule of law, because that’ll lead 
to a lot of things, but not European 
unity,” the prime minister said. Orbán 
said democracy, press freedom and 
constitutionality were not a “political 
game” in central Europe, but rather “a 
matter of honour”.

“We take it seriously and we would 
like others to take it seriously as well 

and not use it as a political weapon 
against Hungary,” the prime minister 
said.

“But, of course, if necessary, we will 
fight, because one fights for their 
honour,” he added.

Asked about the idea of tying 
receipt of EU funds to compliance 
with standards regarding the rule of 
law, Orbán said there was already a 
mechanism in the EU budget by which 
the European Commission can halt the 
transfer of funds to a country deemed 
to not be using them properly. Now, 
Orbán said, there were proposals 
to create another mechanism. The 
prime minister said this required a 
“mature” proposal that answers the 
most important legal questions. He 
added, however, that he does not 
yet see such a proposal. Today, the 
matter of making the receipt of EU 
funds conditional on complying with 
the standards regarding the rule of 
law “is more of a political slogan” 
and not a written proposal, he said. 
Hungary does not see such a proposal 
as necessary, Orbán said, adding, at 
the same time, that he would consider 
any concrete proposals on the matter.

On the topic of Hungarian-Finnish 
relations, Orbán said that though 
everything was in place for the two 
countries’ economic ties to be as good 
as their cultural and political ties, there 
was still work to be done regarding 
the volume and quality of economic 
cooperation. Orbán said he and Rinne 
had agreed that they will look for ways 
to improve their economic and trade 
relations in the coming period.
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In energy matters the Finnish prime 
minister essentially thinks the same 
about his country’s future as Hungary, 
Orbán said. “We also believe that the 
future should be built on nuclear 
energy next to renewable energy,” 
he said. Energy targets cannot be 
fulfilled without nuclear energy, he 
added. “In line with Hungary’s energy 
programme, 90% of the emission from 
the energy we produce will be carbon-
free by 2030,” he said.

Commenting on European issues, 
Orbán said they were in agreement 
that in the case of new European 
institutions currently being set up 
it was “necessary to focus more on 
what we agree on rather than what 
we disagree on”. The new heads 
of European institutions currently 
entering office will be expected to 
manage a more successful five years 
than what is behind them, he said. 
The number of conflicts will hopefully 
be reduced, Orbán said, adding that 
he was hoping to develop deeper 
relations also with the Finnish prime 
minister.

RINNE: BUILDING A 
BETTER EUROPE COMMON 
TASK

Building a better Europe is a common 
task, Finnish Prime Minister Antti 
Rinne said on Monday after meeting 
Hungarian counterpart Viktor Orbán 
in Budapest. He told a joint press 
conference that he had discussed 
with Orbán the tasks of Finland’s 
European Union presidency, 

including EU enlargement, Brexit 
and the budget. He said he 
believed that measures against 
climate change and observing 
the principles of constitutionality 
must be preconditions for getting 
access to European Union funding. 
Commenting on the latter, he said 
a well-balanced and legally clear 
method was needed.

Regarding EU enlargement, he said 
Finland would like to see a decision 
made at October’s EU summit about 
the start of talks with Albania and 
North Macedonia. A convincing 
perspective should be offered to the 
Western Balkans if reforms progress 
as needed, and constitutionality is 
also an important precondition, he 
added. Commenting on Brexit, he 
said there were great differences in 
opinion among EU member states. 
Britain’s exit will hopefully happen in 
line with a deal but there is not much 
time left for talks, he added.

In response to a question, he said 
that the principles that the EU was 
based on had created peace and 
stability in Europe and the system 
of values played a central role in 
this, which were built on equality, 
respect for human rights and 
constitutionality.

In response to another question, 
he said four countries had set a 
common goal in Malta to reach 
a temporary agreement on the 
distribution of migrants arriving on 
the Mediterranean. Holding the EU 
presidency, Finland is monitoring 
this process, he added. He also 

said in response to a question that 
there were well-functioning control 
systems for monitoring the use of 
EU resources and if they were not 
being used in line with regulations 
sanctions would be implemented. He 
praised Finnish-Hungarian bilateral 
relations and said that the two 
countries had been cooperating in 
several areas for a long time.

ORBÁN: HUNGARIANS 
WILL NEVER FORGET US 
PRESIDENT WHO SENT 
BACK HOLY CROWN

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
congratulated to former US President 
Jimmy Carter on his 95th birthday in 
a letter, head of the Prime Minister’s 
press office Bertalan Havasi said. 
“Many outstanding figures and 
names can be found on the pages 
of Hungarian history; the names of 
those who have done remarkable 
and noble acts for Hungary and the 
Hungarian nation,” Orbán wrote. “I 
can assure you that the people of 
Hungary will never forget the name 
of the American President who sent 
the Holy Crown back to our country, 
bringing a light of hope behind the 
dark shadow of the Iron Curtain. I 
believe that your decision was not 
only a fine display of political courage 
but also a true testimony of your 
commitment to our transatlantic 
relationship,” he added. “On behalf of 
the people of Hungary, let me please 
hereby express my best wishes of 
personal happiness to you on the 
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occasion of your 95th birthday. May 
God bless you and keep you in good 
health for many years to come,” the 
prime minister wrote. The Holy 
Crown was returned to Hungary by 
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance on 
January 6, 1978.

ORBÁN CONGRATULATES 
KURZ ON ELECTION WIN

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
congratulated Austrian People’s 
Party chief Sebastian Kurz on his 
party’s victory in Austria’s recent 
parliamentary elections.

“This result, which gives a clear 
governmental mandate for you 
and your party, clearly reflects that 
Austria’s citizens support consistent 
policies resting on Christian values 
that will ensure stability for them,” 
the PM’s press office quoted Orbán as 
saying. In his letter, Orbán expressed 
hope that Hungary and Austria would 
continue their cooperation along 
the lines of those shared values to 
increase the region’s competitiveness 
and build a European Union on 
strong nation states.

FIDESZ MEP ELECTED 
VICE-CHAIR OF EP’S 
CULTURE AND EDUCATION 
CTTEE

The European Parliament’s culture 
and education committee elected 
Fidesz’s Andrea Bocskor as one of its 
vice-chairs. Bocskor was elected by 
secret ballot, with 15 votes in favour, 

10 against and 5 abstentions. She is 
the fifth Hungarian MEP to be elected 
vice-chair of an EP committee.

In July, Fidesz’s Tamás Deutsch and 
Kinga Gál were elected vice-chairs 
of the budgetary control committee 
and the security and defence policy 
committee, respectively. That same 
month, István Ujhelyi of the Socialist 
Party was elected to serve on the 
transport and tourism committee. 
Meanwhile, Gyula Winkler of 
Romania’s ethnic Hungarian RMDSZ 
party was elected vice-chair of the 
committee for international trade.

The votes were delayed in the 
cases of certain committees, 
including the constitutional affairs 
committee and the civil liberties 
committee. Earlier, Fidesz’s László 
Trócsányi had resigned his candidacy 
for vice-chair of the constitutional 
affairs committee because of 
his nomination for the position 
of European commissioner. The 
European People’s Party group is 
expected to nominate a new Fidesz 
candidate for a vice-chair position on 
that committee in the near future.

ORBÁN: PENSIONERS TO 
GET HUF 20,160 PREMIUM, 
HUF 11,000 TOP-UP IN NOV

Hungarian pensioners will get an 
average premium of 20,160 forints 
(EUR 60) linked to economic growth 
and an 11,000 forint top-up pegged 
to the inflation rate this year, the 
prime minister told a meeting of the 
Council of the Elderly in Parliament. 

Pensioners will get the premium 
and the top-up in a single payment 
in November, Viktor Orbán said. He 
noted that pensioners were recently 
sent vouchers to pay utility bills as a 
form of support.

HUNGARY TURNS TO COE 
OVER ROMANIA WWI 
SHRINE DISPUTE

Hungary has turned to the Council 
of Europe’s Committee of Ministers 
over a dispute with Romania around 
a memorial site in the Valea Uzului 
(Úzvölgye) military cemetery in 
the country’s Harghita County, a 
lawmaker of ruling Fidesz said in 
Strasbourg. The military cemetery 
is the largest WW1 memorial site in 
Harghita County. However, the local 
council of the eastern Romanian 
town of Dărmănești, in Bacau County, 
has moved to establish a memorial 
site in the cemetery for Romanian 
soldiers who fell in the second world 
war. This has seen the erection of 
52 concrete crosses and one large 
Orthodox cross in the fenced-off 
cemetery site holding the graves 
of some 600 soldiers of Austria-
Hungary.

By filing a report with the 
committee on the situation, Hungary 
aims to prevent encroachments 
through military cemeteries, 
Attila Tilki said. Tilki, who is taking 
part in the autumn session of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe (PACE), told MTI 
by phone that Hungary expects the 
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Committee of Ministers to declare 
that the local council of Dărmănești 
had overstepped its authority when 
it erected concrete crosses on the 
site holding the graves of Austro-
Hungarian soldiers.

“We hope that the Committee 
of Ministers can take action that 
will help prevent similar situations 
elsewhere in the European Union,” 
Tilki said. He said every European 
country had military cemeteries that 
hold the graves of other countries’ 
soldiers. Tilki also expressed hope 
that the uniform opinion to be put 
forward by the committee would 
help restore the cemetery to its 
original state.

CHIEF VET: HUNDREDS 
OF WILD BOARS KILLED BY 
AFRICAN FLU FOUND NEAR 
BUDAPEST

Hundreds of wild boars killed 
by the African swine flu virus have 
been found in the game park 
of Budakeszi outside western 
Budapest, Hungary’s chief 
veterinary officer Lajos Bognár 
said. The area must be completely 
cleared of its wild boar stock in 
order to combat the disease, Bognár 
said. It is certain that the virus was 
transferred to the area by humans 

because it is not present in the 
natural habitat there, he said. There 
is no link between Budakeszi and 
infected areas in eastern Hungary, 
so the virus has not been spreading, 
he added.

Experts are at work to ensure 
that the virus is contained within 
the territory of the game park and 
a search has already started for 
any carcasses outside the area, he 
said. All wild boars shot by hunters 
in neighbouring areas will also 
be checked, he added. Bognár 
said that disinfectant would be 
supplied free of charge to all 
farmers.

MI HAZÁNK PROTESTS 
AGAINST FOREIGN WASTE 
DISPOSAL IN HUNGARY

It is unacceptable that a Spanish 
company wants to deposit non-
recyclable waste originating 
from Italy in southern Hungary’s 
Hódmezővásárhely, a local leader 
of the radical nationalist Mi Hazánk 
party said. The company informed 
local mayor Péter Márki-Zay about 
its plan in March but he raised no 
objections, Norbert Balog told 
reporters. It is not known how 
polluted the waste is and whether it 
is enough to cover it with soil, he said. 

It is also impossible to know whether 
it can pose threat to the environment 
in the event of a natural disaster, 
Balog added. Krisztina Csereklye-
Klapwijk, a co-leader of the party’s 
green arm Zöld Hazánk, said they 
had no exact information about 
how much of the 20,000 tonnes of 
waste was planned to be deposited 
in Hódmezővásárhely.

GS YUASA INAUGURATES 
EV BATTERY PLANT 
IN MISKOLC

Japanese vehicle battery 
manufacturer GS Yuasa inaugurated 
a 9 billion forint (EUR 26.9m) lithium 
battery plant in Miskolc, in north-
eastern Hungary. The Hungarian 
government supported the 
investment with a 465 million forint 
grant, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign 
affairs and trade minister, said at the 
ceremony. He called the automotive 
sector the “backbone” of the 
Hungarian economy, noting that it 
employs some 175,000 people. The 
GS Yuasa Corporation’s Hungarian 
subsidiary was incorporated in 
2017. Construction on its 60,000 
sqm plant started last March. The 
investment created 51 jobs. GS 
Yuasa Corporation employs some 
15,000 workers in 17 countries.


